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THE RISE AND PROGRESS 



OF THE 

ENGLISH STAGE, 



THE ECONOMY AND USAGES OF OUR 
■ANCIENT THEATRES. 

'JL'hE drama before the time of Shakfpear'e was 
fo little cultivated, or fo ill underflood, that to 
many it may appear unneceflary to carry our 
theatrical refcarches higher than that period. Dry- 
den has truly obferved, that he " found not, 
but created firft the flage;" of which no one can 
doubt, who confiders, that of all the plays iffued 
from the prefs antecedent to the year i5o,2. when 
there is reafon to believe he commenced a dramatick 
writer, the titles are fcarcely known, except to 
' antiquaries ; nor is there one of them that will bear 
a fecond perufal. Yet thefe , contemptible and few 
as they are , we may fuppofe to have been the tnoft 
popular productions of the time, and the bell that 
had been exhibited before the appearance of Shak- 
fpeare. 1 

' There arc but thirty-eight play), [exclufivt of myftetief, 

Vol. HI. _ B 



2 HISTORICAL ACCOUNT 

A minute "mvefligation , therefore, of the origin 
anil progrefs of the drama in England, will fcarcely 
repay the labour of the inquiry. However, as ilic 
bed introduction to an account of the internal 
economy and ufages ol the Eugliih theatres in the 
time of Shakfpcai e , (the principal object of this 
differtation ,) I lliall take a curlbry view of our moll 
ancient draraatick exhibitions , though I fear I can 
add but little to the refearches which have already- 
been made on that fubjeft. 

Mr. VVarton in his elegant and ingenious Hijtorj 
of Englijh Portiy has given fo accurate an account of 



moralities, interludes, a 
written antecedent to, < 
arc aj foliowJ ; 
Mvlofia, ■ - ■ 
Ftrrrx aid Porrex • 
Damon and Pythias - 
Tancred and Gijtnuitd 
Cambyfes, no dait, butprO' 

bably written before - 
Apptut and Vitziuia 1 
Gammer Gar/on'j Needle J 
~ ji and Caffandra 



1 Mandated jiicces.) now extant, 
id, lie year i5ds. Their titles 



King John, in two pari', ) r 
Endjmicn j " 

Salman and Ptrfeda " 
Midas 

Haialhis 



Arraignment of Paris ~\ 
Sappho and Phas V 
Alexander fdCambaJpt ) 

tfie^ 



Ufa/fen _ 

Stanijk "tragedy, 
ronmo ii mad agaU 



m »f Fever/tat 

Alpkanfv King of Arm- 

>f« IF. King of Scot- 
land 

A LooHv§lai far London 
and England b 
and Friar ■ 



\b«fore 



Kiig Henry ¥. in or before 
CWr nlicn between theHou- 
f'i ofYjrke and Lanca- 
Jttr, in or before - 



Bungay 
1 Jew if Malta 
Dr. Fauftut 
Edward II. 
Lufi's Dominion 
Ahjatrr of Pa, 
Dida 
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our earliclt dramatkk performances, that I mall 
make ho apology for extracting from various parts 
of bis valtiabe work, fuch particulars as fuit my 
prefent purpofe. 

Tbe carbefl draniatick entertainments exhibited 
in England , as well as every other part of Europe, 
were of a religious kind. So early as in tbe beginning 
of the twelfth century , it was cuftomary in England 
on holy feflivais to re pre fen t, in or near the churches, 
either the lives and miracles of faints, or the mod 
important (lories of Scripture. ■ from the fubjeft 
of thefe fpeflacles, which,, as has been obferved, 
were cither the miracles of faints, or the more 
mylterious parts of holy writ, fuch as the incarna- 

Between the yearl i5ga and 1G00. the following pbyi 
were printed oi exhibited; the greater pari of whi.ti, 
probably, were written before our author commenced play* 



An ald'wivn Talc 
Maid's NttlamoTphefii 
Love's Mrtamorpkujti 
Pcdlers Pnpkty 
Anlanius 
Edward III . 
Ifilj DtgaiUi 



Cttipatra 
Edward I. 
Baltic of Ahaxar 
Wounds of Civil War 
Stlpnui, Emperor of tin 
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lion, padiqn, and refurreaion of Chrift, ihefc 
fcripturai plays were denominated Miracles, or 
Mljleries. At what ptriod of time they were hrft 
exhibited in this country, I am unable to afceriain. 
'Undoubtedly, however, they are -of very great 
antiquity; and Riccoboni, who has contended 
that the Italian theatre is the moft ancient in 
Europe, has claimed fur his country an honour 
to which it is not entitled. The era of the earliefl 
reprefentation in Italy, 1 founded on holy writ, 
he has placed in the year i 264. when the fraternity 
del GonfalotuwW eftablifhed ; but we had fimilar 
exhibitions in England above i5o before that 
time. In the year 1110. as Dr. Percy and Mr. 
Warton have obferved , the Miracle-play of Saint 
Catharine, written by Geoffrey, a learned Nor- 
man, (afterwards Abbot of St. Alban's,) was a£ted, 
probably by his fcholars, in the abbey of Dun- 
flable; perhaps the firtl fpectacle of this kind ex- 
hibited in England.' William Fitz-Stcphen , a 
monk of Canterbury, who according to the befl 
accounts compofed his very curious work in 1 174. 
about four years after the murder of his patron 
Archbifhop Becket, and in the twenty-fir ft year 
of the reign of King Henry the Second, mentions, 
that "London, for its theatrical exhibitions , has 

* Tin French theatre cannot be traced higher than the 
year i3g8. when the Myftery of the Paffion was rcprcfeoted 
at St. Maw. 

' •* Apuii Dunefiapliam — quendam ludum de fanfta Kaie- 
rina (queni Mikacula vul'garilet appellamus) fecit. Ad qua: 
dtcoranda. petiit a facrilla fanfli Albani, ul fibi caps chora- 
les accommodarentur, & obiinuit." Vit« Abbat. ad calc« 
Hift. Mat. Parii, folio, i03g. p. 56. 
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religions plays, either the representations of mira- 
cles wrought by holy confelibrs , grille furrcrings 



qua: fandli coufclTores opcrati flint, feu reprefeuutionrs paf- 
Gomim, ambus claruit conlhntia many mm." Dtftrtptit 
nobiiijftmt civitalis Lundtni<t. Fitz-Steplirn's very curious 
defer! pi ion of London is a portion of a. larger work, entitled 
Vila JinUi Thorn*, Architpifrcpi b Martjns, i. e. Thomas » 
Bcckct. It is afcertained to have been written after the 
murder of Becket in-ihe year 1170. of which Fit;-Sieprien 
" wai an ocular witnefs, and while King Henry II. was yet 
living. A modern writer witli ^reai pro in l>i 1 1 ty fuppofes it 
to have hcen compofeil in 1174. the author in one paifagc 
mentioning thai the church of St. Paul's was formerly meiro- 
political, and that it Waj thought i; would become fo again, 
" mould the elliiens return into the illaml." In 1174 King 
Henry II. and his fonj had carried over with them a confidrr- 
ablc number of citiiens to France, ami many Engliih had in 
that year alfo gone 10 Ireland. See Uiflerution prefixed lo 
Fitz-Stephen'j Dcjiripihn of Loid.m, nnth Irwjlatci, See. 



end of h 



fage which aftertaiuj il 10 have.bccn written before the year 
1182. "Lundonia 8c modernis temporibus rcges illoftrrs 
mignificofqne piperit ; impcr.itricem Matildam, Hcniieum 
rt e eml(r/ii in i, S< bcaLun.Thumaiu" [Thomas li eiketj. Some, 
have fuppofed (fiat inflead of iirlium wc ought to read 
J>riini/Mi, but the text is undoubtedly ri^hf, and by terlfiini, 
Fiti-Stcphen mull have meant Henry, tlie fee on d fou of Henry 
the Second, who was born in London in 11 5(5-7. ami being 
heir-apparent, after the death of his elder brother \Viiliam, 
was crowned king- of England in lis fuLir'- life-time, tin ilic 
l5th of July, 1170. He wjj frequently ftyied rtxfilmi, rex 
jutitnit, ami fometimci he and his father were denominated 
RegO AaQlii. The young king, who oceafionally exercifed 
all the rijIiiJ and prerogatives ofmyalty, died in it8s. flad 
he not been living wlien Fitt-Stephen wrote, he would pro- 
bably have added nup.tr dtjunQum. Neither Henry' II. nor 
Henry 111. were bom in London. See the Dijfertaliun above- ' 
cited, p. 11. 

B 3 
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Mr. Warton has rernari.ed , that " in tlie time oF 
Chaucer , Plays of Miracles appear to have been the 
common refort of idle gofhps in Lent; 

• Therefore made I my vlfilitlont 

* To vigilici and to prottffionj ; 

' To prcrhiiin* eke, and !o thife pilerimsgct, 
" To /j/a/fJ of mincles, and mjtiages,' ' Sec. 

" And in Pierce Plowman's Creed , a piece per- 
haps prior to Chaucer, a friar Minorite mentions 
thefe Miracles as not lefs frequented than market- 
towns and fairs: 



The elegant writer , whole words I have jqft 
quoted, has given the following ingenious account 
of the origin of tins rude fpecies of drama tick 
entertainment: 

" About the eighth century trade was principally 
carried on by means of fairs, which lafted feveral 
days. Charlemagne eflablifhed many great marts 
of this fort in France, as did William the Con- 
queror, and his Norman fucceffors in England. 
The merchants who frequented thefe fairs in nu- 
merous caravans or companies, employed every art 
to draw the people together. They were therefore 
accompanied by jugglers, minflrels, and buffoons; 
who were no lefs interefled in giving their attend- 
ance , and exerting all tlicirlkill on thefe occafions. 
As now but few large towns cxiltcd , no publick 
fpcdlacles or popular aniufements were eftablifhcd; 

' The Wif of Baihes Prologue, v. 6137. Tyrwbitt'i edit. 
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and'as the fedentary pleafurcs of domcftick life and 
private fociety were yet unknown, die fair-time 
was the fcafon for diverfion. In proportion as 
thefe (hews were, attended and encouraged, they 
began to be fet off with new decorations and im- 
provements : arid the arts of buffoonery being ren- 
dered ft ill more attractive, by extending their circle 
of exhibition, acquired an importance in the eyes 
of tlic people, liy degrees the clergy obferving 
that the entertainments of dancing, mufick, and 
mimickry, exhibited at thefe protracted annual 
celebrities , made the people lefs religious , by pro- 
moting idlcnefsand a love of feftivity, profcribed 
thcfc,fpotts , and excommunicated the performers, 
But finding that no regard was paid to their ccn- 
fures, they changed their plan , and determined to 
take tbefc'recreatioiii into their own hands, They 
turned actor*,; and inflead of profane mummeries , 
prefented (lories taken from legends or. the Bible. 
This was the origin of (acred comedy. The deatli 
ofrSaint' Catharine , afted by the monks of faint' 
Dennis, rivalled the popularity of the profefTcd 
players. Mufick was admitted into the churches, 
which ferved as theatres for the reprcfentation oF 
hoty farces. The fefUvals among the French, called 
La Jitt its Fotix, d( I' Ant, and dts Innocens , at lengh. 
became greater favourites, as they certainly were 
more capricious and abfurd, than the interludes of 
the buffoons at the fairs. Thefe are the ideas of a 
judicious French writer now living, who has in- 
vefligated the hiftory of human manners with great 
comprehenfion and lagacky." 

" Voltaire's theory on this fubjeft is alfo very 
ingenious, and quite new. Religious plays, he 



s 
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fuppofcs , came originally from Confirm tin oplc ; * 
where the old Grecian flage contimied to flourifh 
in Come degree, and the tiagedies ofSophocles and 
Euripides were reprefented , till the fourth century. 
About that period , Gregory Naziauzcn , an arch- 
bifhop. a poet, and one of the fathers uf the church, 
banifhed pagan plays from the flage at Conftan- 
tinople. and introduced ftories from the Old and 
New Tcftament. As the ancient Greek tragedy 
was arcligious fpectacle, a tranfition was made on . 
the fame plan ; and the chorufles were turned into 
Chnllian hymns. Gregory wrote many facred 
dramas for this purpofe , which have not furvived 
thole inimitable compofitions over which _thcy 
triumphed for a time : one, however, his tragedy 
called Xfiirtsf Tas-yjw, or Chijt's Pajfion , is ftill ex- 
tant. In the prologue it is faid to'be an imitation 
of Euripides, and that this is the firfl time the 
Virgin Mary had been introduced on the flage. 
The fafhion of acting fpiritual dramas, in which 
at firfl a due degree of method and decorum was 
prefcrved , was at length adopted from Conftanti- 
nopie by the Italians; who framed, in the depth 
of the dark ages, on this foundation, that barba- 
rous fpecies of theatrical reprefeniation called 

' * « A* Conftantioople" as Mr. Warton has clfcwhcrt ob- 
fcrved, " it feems (hat the fUge flourilhcd much, under Jul!!- . 
nian and Theodora, about the year 540. for in the Bafilical 
codes we have the oath of an act reft, pi ara^Kfiir Ttic rrspff i«f . 
Tom. VII. p. 683. edit. Fabrot. Gntcn-Lal. The ancient 
Greet fathers, particularly faint Chryibuom; are full of 
declamation again!! the drama 1 and complain, that the 
people heard a comedian with much more plcsfiire than a 
preacher of the gofpel." WartoD'i Hi for) of Englijh Pottrf, 
Vol.1, p. S44. n. 
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Mysteries, or facred comedies, and which were 
foon after received in France. This opinion will 
acquire probability , if we confider die early com- 
mercial iiuercourfe between Italy and Conftanti- 
nople: and although the Italians, at the time when 
they may be fuppoied to have' imported plays of 
this nature, did not underlland the Greek language, 
yet they could underflaud, and confequently could 
imitate, what they faw." 

In defence ofVoltaire's hypothecs, it may be 
further obferved, that The fiafi of Fools , and of Ike 
AJi , with other religious farces of that fort, fo 
common in Europe, originated at C.onftantinoplc. 
They .were inftituted, although perhaps under other 
names, in the Greek Church , about the year oyo. 
by Theophylaft, patriarch of Conflantinople , pro- 
bably with a better dcfign than is imagined by the 
ecclefiaftical annalifts ; that of weaning the minds 
of the people from the pagan ceremonies , by the 
fubftitntion ofchriftian fpeftaclea partaking of the 
fame fpirit of licentiouTnefs. — To thofe who are 
accullomed to contemplate the great picture of 
human follies , which the unpolifhed ages of Europe 
hold up to our view, it will not appear furpriling, 
that the people who were forbidden to read the 
events of the facred hiflory in the Bible , in which 
they were faithfully and beautifully related, fliould 
at the fame time be permitted to fee them repre- 
f en ted on the ftagc , difgraced with the groffeft 
improprieties, corrupted with inventions and ad- 
ditions of the moft ridiculous kind, fullied with 
impurities, and expreficd in the language of the 
lowed farce." 

!' On the whole, the Myjleria appear to have 
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originated among the ccclefiafticks ; and were mnlt 
probably fitft acted with any degree of Form by 
tlie monks. Tins was certainly the cafe in the 
Englifh monaiteries. 7 I have already mentioned 
the play of Saint Catharine, performed at Dun- 
Uable Abbey, by the novices in the eleventh cen- 
tury, nnder the hi peri n ten dance of Geoffrey a 
Parifian ecclefiaftick : and the exhibition of the 
Pajfton by the mendicant friers of Coventry and 
other places. Inftances have been given of the like 
praclice among the French, The only perfons 
who could now read were in thercligious focieties; 
and various circumflanccs, peculiarly anting from 
their fituation , profelfion , and inflitution, enabled 
the monks to be the Cole performers of thefe 
reprefentations." 

" As learning encreafed, and was more widely 
difTeminated , 'from the inonafleries , by a natural 
and cafy tranfvtion , the pradlice migrated to fchools 
and univerGueSj w hich were formed on the ino- 
naflick plan , and in many rcfpeels rcfcmbled the 
tccleriaftical bodies." * 

Candlunas-Day , or The Slaughter of ike Innocents, 
written by Ihan Parfrc , in i5ia. Mary Magdalene , 

» " In foroc regulations given by Cardinal Wolfey to the 
monaficties of the Canons regular of Si. Auftin, In [he year 
l5ri). [he brothers are forbidden to be taforts aut mimici, 
players or mimlcks. But the prohibition means that ibe 
monks Ihould not go abroad 10 cscrcife thefe am in a fccular 
and raerceniry capacity. See Aimal. Buriouenfei, p. 437." 

In l58g. however, an injunction made in the Mexican 
Council was ratified al Rome, to prohibit all clerki from 
playing in the Myflerics, even on Corpus Chrilli day. Sec 
11-jiary tfE-ig. Paltry, Vol. 11. p. SOI. 

1 VfntoJtHiJloTjtfEitgli/hPcHTjt, Vol. 11. pp. 366, b/y, 
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produced' in the fame year, 9 and The Promifts of 
God , written by John Bale, and printed in i5'i8 , 
are curious fpetiraens of this early fpecics of 
drama. But the moft ancient as well as mofl com- 
plete cotledion of this kind is, The Chejler My/- 
ierits , which were written by Ralph Higden, a 
monk or the Abbey of Chefter, about the year i3a8, ' 

» MSS. Digby, i33. Bibt. Bodl. 

■ MSS. Hdrl. soi3. Sec. •• Exhibited atChefierin ihc 
year l3a7. at the cxpciife of the ditfcrelit trading companies 
ofthaicity. The Fall of Lucifer, by the Tanner*. Tie Crea- 
tion^ by the Drapers. The Deluge, by the Dyers. Abraham, 
Melchijedech, and'tof, by the Barbers. Mofes, Batch, and 
Balaam, by llie Cappers. The S alntalitn and Natality, by the 
Wrightei. The Shepherds feeding their t'iochs by Night, by ihc 
Painteri and Claiien. The three Kings, by the Vintners. 
The Oblation of Ihc three Kings, by the Mercers. The hilling of 
the Innocents, by the Goldfmith). ' The Purification, by the 
Blackfraithi. The Temptation, by the Butchers. The lajl 
S:,ppcr, by the Bakers. The blind Men and Lazarus, by the 
Clovers. Jefus and the Lepers, by rhe Corvefarys. Ckrijl'l 
Tajfion, by the Bowvers. Fletchers, and Ironmongers. Dcjcenl 
into Hell, by the Cooks and Innkeepers. The Refurreaion, 
' by the Skinners. The Afccnfion, by theTaylots. The EtcHion 
of S. Mnthics, fendingofthe Htl} GhoJI, be, by the Filhmon- 
gers. Aatichriji, by the Clothiers. Day of Judgement, by the 
WcbUcrs. The reader will perhaps futile at forae of thefe 
combinations. This is the fubllaiice and order of the former 
pari of the play. Cod enters creating the world i he breathe* 
life into Adam, leads him into Paradife, and opens bis fide 
while fleeplng. Adam and Eve appear naked, and not sjl.smei, 
and the old ferpent enters lamenting his fall. He converfei 
with Eve. She eats of the forbidden fruit, and fives patt 
lo Adam. They purpofc, according to the llage-direftion, 
to make thenifcives Juhligacula a fotiis quilus /(gamut pudenda. 
Cover their nakednefs with leaves, and convetfe with Cod. 
God's enrfe. Thcferpent exit hilling. Tliey are driven from 
Paradife by four angels and the cherubim with a flaming 
furor il. Adam appears digging tile ground, andEve fpinning. 
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of which a particular account will be found below. 
I am tempted to tranferibe a few lines from the 
third of thefe pageants. The Deluge, as a fpecimen 
of the ancient Myflcries. 

The Erft fecnical direciion is, — " Et prima in 
aliquo fupremo loco, five in nubibus.fi fieri poierat, 
ioquatur DEUS ad Not, exlra nrcham txijltnlt cum 
totti janiilia jua." Then the Almighty, after ex- 
patiating. on the fins of mankind, is made to fay : 

u Man that I made 1 will dcflroyc, 
ti Beall, worme, and fbwlt to iky. 
ti for one earth the doc me aye, 

u The folke iliat are herone. 
u It harmcs inc lore liartefully 
f ii The malice that doth nowc mnliiplye, 
it Tint lure it greeves me inwardlte 

ii That ever 1 made man. 
u Therefore, Noe, my fervant free, 
ii That righteous man arte, as L fee, 

Tluir children Cain and Abel enter : die former kills hit 
brother. Adsm'i lamentation. Cain it b«nifhed," See. 
Watton's liijhry «f En K !ijl, Pseltj, Vol. I. p. 1$. 

Mr. Wartonobferveshi a note in Slisfecoad volume, p. iSo. 
that " if it be true that thefe M^flttill were compofed huthe 
year tS»8. and there was fo much difficulty in obtaining die 
Pope's pcrmimon that they might be prefented in Englifh, a 
. preemptive proof arifes, that ail our Myfieties before that 
peiiod were in Latin. Thefe plays will therefore have the 
tnerit ot bein K the hrH Englim interludes." 

Polydore Virgil mentionl in hit bookdlRerum hvlKhtitm, 
Lib. V. c. ii. that the Mylleriei were in hi, lime in Englifh. 

divurum ac mariyria rcprajft mart, in qnibui, ut cuutiis par 
lii volnptas, qui rtcilmt, uernnteUm Hngatm /avium Hfarpnal." 
The hrfl three buoki of Poly d ore's work were pub] i(h< d in 
1499- in l5i 7 . at which time lie was in England, In' added 
five more. 
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it A fliipp foonc thou Ihaltinake thee 
, ii CH, trees ilrye and llghte. 
ii Li til I clumbers therein thou make, 
ii And byndinge'pytche alio ihou take, 
ii Within and without ney ihou flake, 
. ii Xo anoyntt yt through all thy mighte," Stc. 

After fomc dialogue between Noah, Sem, Ham, 
Japhet, and their wives, we find the following 
ftage dire&ion: " Then Noe with all his family 
{hall make a figne as though the wrought uppon 
the fhippc with divers infli uments, and after that 
God fhall fpeake to Noe: 

ii Not, lake thou i!iy meanye, 

it And in the (hipp hie that ye be, 

ti Is nowt on earth livinge. 
ii Of clean htalles with -the thou take 
ii Seven and feven, or ihou flake, 
ii He and the, make to mike, 

11 By live in that ihou bring," Sec. 

" Then Noe fhall go into the arke with all hie 
familye, his wife excepte. The arke mutt be 
boarded round aboute, and uppon the bordes all 
the bcaflcs and fowlcs hereafter rehearfed muft be 
painted, that there wordes maye agree with the 
piflurcs." 

it Scm. Sicr, here are lions, libardei, in, 
11 Horfcs, marcs, oxen and fwyne, 
11 Neaiei, calves, Iheepe and kyne, 
ii Here linen thou maye fee," ifce. 

After all the beads and fowls have been defcribed, 
Noah thus addreifes his wife : 

u Nee. Wife, come in, why (landes thou there? 
ii Thou art ever fiowiid, that dare I fwerc, ^ 
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(( Come In on Godct lialfe ; xymc it were, 
11 For fear lell that wee drowne." 
ti Wife, Yea, fir/ let up your faile, 
11 And roivc lot ih with evil haile, 

it 1 will not milt of thii tounc ; 
■< But I have my goffepes cvetich one, 
ti One foote further I will not gone : 
ii They thai not drown by St. John, 

i< And I may favc ther life, 
u They loved me full well by Child : 
ii But thou will let them in [hie chill, 
ii Ellis rowe forth, Noe, when thou lift, 

ii And get dice a ntwc wife." 

At length Sera and his brethren put her on board 
by furce, and on Noah!s welcoming her, " Wel- 
come, wife, into this boatc," flic gives him a bo* on 
the ear: adding, " Take thou that Tor thy note."' 

Many licentious pleafantrics, as Mr. War ton lias 
obfereed, were fome times introduced in there reli- 
gious reprefentatioos, ■" This might imperceptibly 
lead the way to fubjccls entirely profane, and to 
comedy ; and perhaps earlier than is imagined. In 
a Myflcry of The Mnjfacre cj the Holy Innoctnls? 
part of the fubjeft of a facred drama given by the 
Englilh fathers at the famous Council of Conhancc, 
in the year 1417. a low buffoon of Herod's court 
is introduced, defiring of his lord to be dubbed a 
knight, that he might be properly qualified to go 
on the advinturc of killing the mothers of the chil- 
dren of Bethlehem. This tragical bufmefs is treated 

1 It is obvious thai the tranferiber of theft ancient Myf- 
terici, which appear to have been written in i3s8. repre- 
fenjt them as they were exhibited at Chefter in 1600. and 
that h« has not adhered to the original orthography. 

> MSS. Dighy, 134. Bibl. Bodl. 
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with the moft tidkulous levity. The good women 
of Bethlehem attack our knight-errant with their 
fpinning-wheels, break his head with their diflaffs, 
abufc him as a coward and a difgra.ee to chivalry, 
and fend him to Herod as a recreant champion with 
much ignoiiriny.-— — It is certain thatouranceftors 
intended no fort of impiety by thefe monflrous and 
unnatural mixtures. Ncilher tlfe writers nor the 
fpeefators faw the impropriety, nor paid a feparatc 
attention to the comick and the ferious partoi thefe 
motley fcenes ; at lealtthey were pcrftiadcd that the 
folcmnity of the fubjtft covered or excufed all in- 
congruities. 1 hey had no juft idea of decorum, 
consequently but little fenfc of the ridiculous; 
what appears to us to be the higheft buriefque, on 
them would have made no fort of impicffion. We 
mull not wonder at this, in an age when courage, 
devotion, and ignorance, compoied the character 
of European manners ; when the knight going to 
a [ornament, firfl invoked his God, then his mif- 
irefs, and afterwards proceeded with a fafc con- 
fciencc and gieat rcfolmion to engage his antago- 
nitl. In thefe Myfteries I have fometimes feen 
grofs and open obfecnities. In a play of The Old 
andNew Tcjlamctil, Adam and live arc both exhi- 
bited on the ftage naked,* and converfmg about 
their nakednefs ; this very pertinently introduces 
the next fcene ; in which they have coverings of 
fig-leaves. . l itis extraoi dinary Ipcdtaclc was beheld 

* This kind of primitive enliibiiion was revived in the time 
of King James the Firfl, fevtral perfonj appearing afraoit 
entirely naked in a pailoral exhibited at Oxford before the 
King and Qjieen, and the ladies who attended her. It is, 
ii'ltecnllea right, defcribed by Winwood. ' 
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by a numerous aHembly of both fexes wjith great 
compoftrre: they bad the authority of fcripture for 
futh a reprcfemation, and tbey gave matters jnft 
as they found them in the third chapter of Gene/is. 
It would have been abfolute hcrcfy to have departed 
flora the facred text in perlbnating the primitive 
appearance of our firfl parents, whom the fpccla- 
tors fo nearly refembled in fimplicity; and if this 
had not been the cafe, the dramatifls were ignorant 
what to rejedl and what to retain." f 

" I muft not omit;' adds Mr. Wanon,* " an 
anecdote entirely new, with regard to the mode of 
playing the-MyJltries at this peiiod, { the latter part 
of the fifteenth century,] which yet is perhaps oF 
much higher antiquity. In the year 1487. while 
Henry the Seventh kept his rcfidcnce at the caflle 
of Winchefter, on occafion of the birth of prince 
Arthur, oii a Sunday, during the time of dinner,, 
he was entertained with a religious drama called 
Ch ip Dejcen/us ad inferos, or Chri/Tt Defcent into 
Hell. It was rcprcfented by the Pueri Eleemojynarii, 
or choir-boys, of Hyde Abbey, and Saint Swithin's 
Priory, two large monadcries at Winchefler. This 
is the only proof I have ever fcen of choir-boys 
acting in the old Myjleries : nor do 1 rccolletSl any 
other inftance of a royal dinner, even on a fefiival, 
accompanied with this fpecies of divcrfion. 7 The 

' Walton's ffiflnj ofEnglj/h Patty, Vol. I. pp. 341, b Jej. 

* Hijtcry of Er.glifi Pcitry, Vol. II. p.soO. 

T " Except, that on ihc firll funday of the magnificent 
marriage of King Jame= of Scotland with the piincefs Margaret 
of England, daughter of Henry the Seventh, celebrated at 
Edinburgh n ith high fplendour, • after dynnar a Mokaute 
wis played by the faid Mallei Ioglyfhe and bis companions 
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ftory of tliis interlude, in which the chief characters 
were Chrift, Adam, Eve, Abraham, and John the 
Bapiift, was not uncommon in the ancient religious 
drama, and I believe made a part of what is called 
the Ludijs Paschalis, or Eojltr Play. It occurs 
in the Coventry Plays ailed on Corpus Chrifti day, s 

in the prefence of the kyng an.l qweene.' On one of the 
preceding ilays, ' after fuuppcr 0: r k\ n^.r .n:(l nuccnc heyngc 
togader in hyr grctt chamber, John lnglylh and liya ■ compa- 
nions jiUjd.' Tills was In ilie year i5o3. Apud Lclaud, 
Col. III. p. 3oo. Append, edit. I7J0/ 

' See an account of the Coventry Plays in Stevens's Mo- 
naakon. Vol. I. p. 'j3S. " Sir W. Uugdale, IpeakmgV 
the Gray-friars or Francifcans at Coventry, fays, before the 
fupprciiion of monaileries this city was very famous for the 
pageants that were played therein upon Corpus-ChriUi day ; 
which pageants being ailed with mighty llaic and reverence 
by the friers cf this ho'jfe, had theatres for the fcvcral feencs, 
very large and high, placed upon whceles, ,aud drawn to all 
the eminent parts of the city, for the better advantage of 
tin fpeflators. — An anck:i i mannl'i/i ip t u[ the fame is now 
10 he feen in the Cottoujan Library, fub. cii.g. Vtlp. D. S. 
Sir William cites this mannfcrlpt by the title of Luitu 
Covtntria ; but in the printed catalogue of thai library, p. n3. 
it is named thus : A collection oE plays in old fcuglifh metre; 
h. e. Dramata >cra, in q-.U:,, o.libtntur hijhrlr VelcrU e> j\. 
Tcfiamtnli, b:lK:d:. th< j.uj'i in jit-.-Mr. ptrjonli illk incmarali!, 
q <M j t CKir. inucem r „// 3 ;, 1( «t« t , ra ^cn:. p„tt». Tii**\*r 
dim cram p^ub, Jfw ad itftwnju*, Jiv, ad pl M »4um, afr*. 
(riiaj mendicant™ us ttpTsJcntala. It appears by the latter end 
of the prologue, that thefc plays or interludes were no; only 
played at Corcutr'y, but in other towns and places upon 
oecalion. And pulfibly this may be the fame play which 
Stow tells us was played in ll.c reign of Henry IV. which 
Jaaed for eight days. The book fccuis by the character ami 
language to be at leifl 3oo years eld. It begins with a gene- 
ral prologue, giving the arguments of forty pageants or gr (li- 
culations, [which were as fo ri.auy fevcral acU or fcenes,) 
reprefeniing all the hiflories of both tefhuients, froro the 
citation to the cliuung olSt. itU.hias to be an apollle. The 

Vol. HI. I C 
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and In liie Whitfun-plays at Chefter, where it !s 
.called the Harrowing of Hell. The reprefenta- 



ftories of tlic New Tiilaracnl are mere I;ri;:ly excreffed, vi;. 
The Annunciation, Nativity j ViGutiuu; hut mure especially 
all matters relating to the 1'iSion very parlirnlarly, the 
fbiTeflion, AfcctiSion, the choice of St. Muliiia; : after which 
U »)fo rrprcfetited the AflamptuMi, ami I aft Judgement, All 
thefe things were treated of in a veiy homi ly Style, as wc 
now think, infinitely below the dignity of the fubjcil : But 
It fctiiis the p.ufl of that a S : -ah r.ot' rUo ::id delicate i:i 

ceflors, being pip-red with l.ivour, and uling cveiy thing 
by the tight and eaGeft handle : For example, in the tVtne 
ichtii.j iu .I.--- Vifitaiion : 

• Matia. tut hofiwn.) of en ihynp nrav you mofl mekclri, 



• Now fO uc forth then in Coddyj i.jme,' ,\c, 

A liilk Lelrtr the leGmet'i.in. 

* KnntJ»tmt»l nUitti, to u nic.m<iCfot,}t itinftn 

Jam fc Kva. Abraham. John Kapiiil, 17 */»>. 

* Anima Chrifii. Coins fotth, Adam, and Evr with 
■ And ^ll my frvndei that herein br, 

' In paradya come Forth with mc 

' In blyffe for to dwelte. 
' The fen'dc of hell that U your Too, 
' He Shall he vriippvd ami -.voijiidyii in woo : 
' Fro wo to welth now (hall ye go, 

' With myrth ever mor to mellc. 

* Ailam, I thank the, Lord, of thy prete grace, 
1 Thai now is forgiven my £rct trefpacc, 

* .Now Shall we dwellyn in blyftfoll place,' See. 
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lion is, Chrifl entering hell triumphantly, deliver- 
ing our fhft parents, and the mod facred cha- 
racters of the old and new teflaments, frqm the 
dominion of Satan , and conveying them into 
paradife. — The cotupofers of the Myfteiics didnot 
think the plain and probable events of the new 
tcflament fnfficiently marvellous for an audience 
who wanted only to be furprifed. They frequently 
fcle&ed thei ^materials from books which had 
more of the air of romance. The fubjecl of the 
Mvftcries jufl mentioned was borrowed from tlie 
Pfeudo-Evangelium, or the fabulous Gofpd, aferibed 
to Nicodemus: a book, which together with the 
numerous apocryphal narratives, containing infinite 
innovations of the evangelical hiftory, and forged 
at Conitantinoplc by the early writers of the Greek 
church, gave birth to an endleis variety of legends 
concerning the life of Chrifl and hisapofUes; and 
which, in the barbarous ages, was better eflcemcd . 
than the genuine gofpel, on account of its impro- 
babilities and abfurdities." 

" But whatfocver was the fource of thefc exhi- 
bitions, they were thought to contribute fo much 
to the information and inflruflion of the people on 

" The lift (cent or pageant, which reprefc-nts the day of 
Judgement, begins thus : 

• Michael. Surght, All men aryfe, , 
' Ycnite ai Judicium ; 

* For now if fct the High juflite, 

' And bath a Sign yd the day of dome; 

* Ktpe yon redyly id iliii grett affyfe, 

* Butli grei and final I, all and fum, 

' And of your anfivcr yon now advifc, 

* What you (hall fay when thai yow com," S:c. 

Hijtoti&llijhiar.ica, 8vo. it's!), pp. l5. 17, 18, 19, 
C 3 
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the moil important fubjecls of religion, that one of 
the popes grained a pardon of one thou fan d days 
to every perfon who reforted peaceably lo the plays 
performed in the Wliitfun week at Chcfler, begin- 
ning with the creation, and ending with the general 
judgement; and this indulgence was fecoiijed by 
the biiliop of ilic diocele, who granted forty days 
of pardon : the pope at the fame liuic debouncing 
the fentence of damnation on all thole incoi rigible 
fmncrs who prcfumed to interrupt the due celebra- 
tion of thefe pious (pons. 3 It is certain tliat they 
had their ufe, not only in teaching the great truths 
of fcripture to men who could not read the Bible, 
but in abolifhing the barbarous attachment to mi- 
litary games, and the bloody contentious of the 
tornament, which had fo long prevailed as the 
fole fpecies of popular amufement. Rude :::id even 
ridiculous as they were, they ioftened the manners 
of the people, by diverting the public attention to 
fpeclaclcs in which the mind was concerned, and 
by creating a regard for other arts than thole of 
bodily flrength and favage valour." 

I may add, that thefe t cpre fen ta lions were fo far 
from being confidered as indecent or profane, that 
even a fuprcmc pontiff, Pope Pius the Second, 
about the year 141G. compofed and caufed to be 
acted before him on Corpus Chrifti day, a Myfiery, 
in which was reprcieutcd the court of Ih: king of 
heaven;' 

Thefe religious dramas were ufually reprcfented 
on holy feftivals in or near churches. " In fevcral 

« MSS. Hul. 1124. 2oi3. 

> Jlijlricmaflh, 410. l633. p. lis. 
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of our old fcriptural plays," fays Mr. War ton, 
" wc fee fomc of the fcenes dircfled to be reprc- 
fentcd cam cantu is or gam's, a common rubrick in a 
mitTal. That is, becaufe t key were performed in 
a church where the choir affifled. Thcreis a curious 
paShgc in Lambarde's Topographical Dictionary, 1 
written about the year 1^70. raucli to our purpofe, 
which I am therefore tempted to tranferibe. ' In 
liie dayes of ceremonial religion, they ufed ac 
Wymcy (in Oxfordfhire) to fct fourthc yearly in 
mancr of a fhew or interlude, the refurreclion of 
our Lord, Sec. For the which puipofes, and the 
more lyvely bearcby to cxhibite to the eye the hole 
aftion of the rcfurreaion, the pricitcs garuifhed 
out certain fmall puppcues, reprcfenting the per- 
fous of Chrift. the Watchman, Marie, and others; 
amongeft the which, one bore ihe-parte of a waking 
watchman, who efpiinge Chriflc to.ariife, made a 
continual! noyce, like to the found that is caufed 
by the metyrigc of two ftickes, and was therefore 
commonly called Jack Snackcr of Wytney. The 
like toye I myfelf, bein^e then a clulde. once law 
in Powles church, at London, at a fcaff of Whit- 
fnntydc; whearc the comynge downc of the Holy 
Ghollwas fet forthe by a while pigeon, that was 
let to fly out of a hole that yet is to be fene in the 
roydft of the roofc of the great ile, and by a longe 
ccnfcT* which defcendinge out of the fame place 

' P. 459. edit, 1730. 410. 

* This may ferve to eiplain a very tslraordiniry palTage 
■ in Stowe's Anntla, p. &90. edit lGo5. " And 011 [lie inorrowc 
hee [KinREdward the Fourth] went crowned in Paul's thureh 
in London, in the honor of God ind S. Panic, and there an 
dngcll tamtdiwnQ and ctnfed him." 

C 3 
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almofl to the verie grounds, was r/winged rtp and 
downc at fuch a 1 engine, that it reached with 
theme fivepe, almofl to the weft-gate of the cburchc, 
and with the other 10 the quyre lb ires of the fame ; 
brcathinge out over ihe whole churche and corn- 
panic a moft ptcafant perfume of fuch fwete [hinges 
as burned therein. With the like doomc-fhews 
they nfed everie where to fiirnifh fondrye parts 
of theirc church fervicc, as by .their fpeflacles of 
the nativitie,' paffi'on, and afcenGon," 1 &c. 

In a proceeding paflage Mr. Warton has men- 
tioned that the fin gin g boys of. Hide Abbey and 
St. Swithin's Priory at Wincheftcr, performed a 
Myfiery before King Henry the Seventh in 1487. 
adding, that this is the only in fiance he has met 
with of choir-boys performing in Myflerics; but 
it appears from the accompts of various monasteries 
that this was a very ancient praft ice, probably coeval 
with the carlicft attempts atdramatick reprefenta- 
tions. In the year 1378. tbe fcholars, or chorif- 
ters of Saint Paul's cathedral, pre fen ted a petition 
to King Richard the Second, praying his Majcfly 
to prohibit fome ignorant and unexperienced per- 
fons from acting the History of the Old Testa- 
ment, to the great prejudice of ttie clergy oT the 
church, who. had expended conhderablc Turns for 
a publitk prefentarion of that play at the enfuing 
Chriftmas. About twelve years afterwards, the 
Parifli Clerics- of London, as Stowe informs us, 
performed fpirimal plays at Skinner's Well for 
three days fucccffively, in the prcfence of the King, 
Queen, and nobles of thcreaim. Andin 1409. the 

? Walton's /ii/krj oJEngliJh F«lr/, VW.I. p.s4°- 
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tenth year of KingHenrylV. tliey aclcdatdcrkcn- 
wcli fur cight'days |uccelGv%iy a play, which '" was 
matter from the creation of the world," and pro- 
bably concluded with the day cf judgement, in the 
pre fence of moll of the nobilitv and gentry of 
England. 4 

.We are indebted to Mr. Wartonfor feme curious 
circu m fiances relative to thefe Miracle -plays, which 
" appear in a roll of the Churchwardens of Baf- 
fingborac, in Cambridge fhire, which is an accompc 
of the expence and receptions for ailing the play 
oF Sai\t Gf.ot.ge at Baiiingbornc, on the fca^l of 
Saint Margaret, in the year [5 11. They collected 
upwards of four pounds in twenty-fevea neigh- 
bouring pariflies for furnifhing the play. They 
. difburfed about two pounds in the rcprcfe illation. 
Thefe dilburfements arc to four minflrels, or waits, 
of Cambridge, for three days, vs. vjd. To the 
players, in bread and ale, iijs. ijd. To the garne- 

' ' FroTuily either tlie ChefUr ot Coventry Mylteriet. "In 
the ignorant ago ihe Parilh-clerit) of London mi gbt juflly be 
conGdered as a literary focitiy. It was an cITcntial part of 
ilieir proFeffion not only to ting, but 10 read; an iccom- 
jiliibmeut slmofl wholly confined lo the clergy i and, on 
the whole, they feem lo come under the character oF a 
rclijious fraternity. Tliey were in carporatcd into a guild 
or fellowlhip by King Henry the Third about the year i»40. 
under the patronage of faint Nicholas. — Their prnftfiion, 
employment, and .character, naturally dictated to (biilplritaal 
brotherhood ihe rcprefentation of plays , efpecially tliofc of 
the fcriptural kind: and their con flan I practice In fhe«s, 
proceflions, and vocal mulick, eafily accounts for iheii addrrfs 
in detaining the bell company whii.li K:i;:;;in<l afforded ititlie 
fourteenth century , at a religious farce, tor more t li ;m 
one week." Wilton's H'j^ry' ' rf ii-^li/i: I'.-cUy, Vol. II. 
p. 3r,6. . ' ■ - , 

' C 4 
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meal-man for garnrmcnts and propjrts,' that is, for 
dreffes, decorations, and implements, and lor play- 
boots, xxs. To John Hobard, brctherkoodc prtrjlf, 
that is, a pried of tlie guild in the church, for the 
flay-bovk, ijs. viiid. tor the crofte , or field in 
which the piny was exhibited, js. f or prcpjrte- 
making, or furniture, js. ivd. For fiih and bread, 
and to fetting up the fhiges, ivd. For painting 
three fanchoms and four tormentors, words which 
I do not undcrfland, but perhaps janloms and 

devils . The reft was expended for a fcaft 

on the occafion , in which are recited ' Four 
chicken for the gcntilmen , ivd.' It appears by 
the manu[cript o!" the Coventry plays, that a tem- 
porary ftaftold only was ereftcd for thefe per- 
formances." " 

1 " The property -room, '" as Mr. Warton has obferved, 
" is yet known at our theatres. " 

The following li'l oi'llio j.riiperiic* uft J In a My fiery formed 
on the (lory of Tobit in [lie Old Teltament, which wai 
exhibited in the Broad-gate, Lincoln, in July i5G3. [6Elu.) 
appeared in 77ie Cnilcmtin, Mwine for June, 1787. 

" Lying at Mr. JVorrtn'j hcufe in tenure of William Smart. 

" Firft Hell-mouth, with a neiher chap. Item, A prifon, 
with a covering. It. Sarah's chamber." 
Remaining in St. SmtMn'l church. 

" It. A great Idol. It, A tomb with a covering. It. The 
eyty of Jcrufalcin with towers and pinacles. //. The cyty of 
Rages, with towers and pinacles. It. The city of Nineveh. 
It. The kings palace of Nineveh. It. Old Tobyes houfe. /(. 
The kyngs palace at Laches. It. A firmament with a firy 
cloud, and a, double cloud, in the rvjiojy of Thomas Fulbcck, 
Jl'dtrman. " 

* Ilijlory of Eng!iJ\ Poetry, Vol. III. p. 3i6. " Strype, 
udder the year i55rj. fays, that after a grand feall it Guildhall, 
' the fime day was a JtajfoU fet up in the hall for a play.'' 
Aon. Ref. I. 197. edit. I7a5.' 
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In the ancient religious plays the Devil was very 
frequently introduced. 1 He wasufually reprefented 
with horns , a very wide mouth, (by means of a 
mailt) flaring eyes, a large nofe, a red beard, cloven 
feet, and a tail. His conftant attendant was the 
Vice, (the buffoon of the piece,) whofe principal 
employment was to belabour the Devil witli his 
wooden dagger, and to make him roar for the 
entertainment of the populace. 7 

As the Myjlcrics or Miracle-plays " frequently 
required the introduction of allegorical characters, 
fuch as Charity, Sin, Death, Hope, Faith, or the 
like, and as the common poetry of the times, 
efpecially among the French, began to deal much 
in allegory, at length plays were formed entirely 
confifting of fuch, perfonilications. Thefc were 
called Moralities. The Miracle-plays or Mys- 
teries were totally defiitute of invention and plan : 
they tamely reprefented ftorics, according to the 
letter of the fcripture, or the refpeftive legend. 
But the Moralities indicate dawning* of the 
dramatick art : they contain fomc rudiments of a 
plot, and even attempt to delineate characters, and 
to paint manners. From hence the gradual tranfi- 
tion to real hiftoricai perfonages was natural and 
obvious." 7 

7 " It waj a pretty part in die old church-playes, " fayi 
Bithop Harfcncl, " when the nimble Vice would Iklp up 
nimbly like a Jack-an-apes imo the.Dcvil'i necke, and lide 
the Devil a lOiufe , and belabour liim with h is wooden dagger, 
till he made him roar, whereat the people would laugh to 
fee the Devi! fo Vicehaauted. " Hiifenet's Declaration of 
Popi/h Impaflura, Fee. 410. i6o3. 

• Warton'a ■HiJIoiyoJEaqliJk Potty, Vol.I. p. >4<. Percy'* 
Relijuis o/Ancitnt Engl\Jh Ptttrj, Vol. I. p. nS. 
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Dr. Percy in his account of the Englifli Stage 
has given an AnalyGs of two ancient Moralities, 
entitled Every Man, and Luflyjuvcntus, from which 
a perfect notion of this kind ol drama mav be 
obtained. Every Man was written in the reign of 
King Henry the Eighth, and Luflyjuvcntus in that 
of Ring Edward the Sixth. As Dr. Percy's curious 
and valuable collection of ancient Englifli Poetry 
is in the hands of every fcholar, 1 fliall content 
myfclf with merely referring' to it. Many other 
Moralities are yet extant, of fome of which I fliall 
give the titles below. 9 Of one, which is not now 
extant, we have a curious account in a book entitled, 
. Motinl Tabor, or Private Extreifet of a Penitent 
Sinner, hy R. W. [ R. Willis] Ejqr. publijhed in the 
year of his age -jS. Anno Domini, i63o,. an extract 
from which will give the reader a more accurate 
notion of the old Moralities than a long differ ta- 
tion on the fubject. 

" Upon a stage-plat which i saw when 
i was a child. 

" Iii the city or GlouceAer the manner is, ( as I 
think it is in other like corporations,) that when 
players of entcrludcs conic to townc , they firft 

' Magnificence, written by John Skelton ; Impatient Avertt, 
j56o. The Life and Repentance of Marie Magdalene, 1567. 
The Trial if Trtafurc. 1567. Tke A'iee Wanton, i56Sj. Tie 
Dijobedient Child, no date; The Marriage «f Wit and Science, 
i5to. The Interlude cfTouth, no Hate;' The lunger ihos Ibieft, 
the mere Foil thou arl, no date; The I:\terl\ideofWeallhand 
Health, no date; All far M.mej, i5;8. The Cvnjlia of Con- 
fcience, i5Si. Tke thee Ladies of London, 15S4. The three 
Lerdi of London-, i5t)o. Tom T}Ur and kit Wife, fcc. 
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attend the Mayor, to enforme iiim what noble- 
mans fervants chcy are, and fo to get licence for 
their nublike playing ; and if the Mayor like the 
actors , or would fliew refpeft to their lord mid 
mailer, lie appoints them to play their fir.t play 
before himfelf, and the Aldermen and Common- 
Counted of the citv; and that is tailed the Mayor's 
play: where every one that will, comes in without 
money, tbc Mayor giving the players a reward as 
bee thinks fit 10 fhew reipeft unto tbem. At fucb 
a play, my father tookc me with him, and made 
me Hand between his leggs, as he fate uporr one of 
the benches , where we law and beard very well. 
The play was called 77k Cradle oj Security, ' wherein 
was pcrfonated a king or fome great prince with 
bis courtiers of fevcral kinds, among which three 
ladjes were in fpccial grace with hnn; and they 
keeping him in delights and pleafures, drew him 
from his graver ccranfellors, hearing of fcrmons, 
and liftening to good couoccll and admonitions, 
thai in the end they got him to lye down in a 
cradle upon the ffage , where thefe three ladies 
joyning in a fwcet fong, rocked him aQcepc, that 
he fnorted againe ; and in the mean time clofely 
conveyed under the cloaths wherewithal! he was 
covered, a vizard, like a fwines fnout, upon his 
face, with three wire chains fattened thereunto, 
the other. end whereof being holdeu levcrally by 
thofe three ladies; who fall to fin gin g againe, 
and then difcovcred his face, that the ipeclators 
might fee how they bad transformed him, going 

■ 771; Cradle of Securilit u mentioned with ttvtnl oiher 
Molalities, in a play which lias not been printed, entitled 
Sir Tfamas Men. MSS. Hail. 
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on with their tinging. Whilft. all this was afting, 
tbeTe came forth of another doore at the far theft 
end of the flage, two old men ; the one in blew, 
with a ferjeant at armes his mace on his fhoulder; 
the other in red, with a drawn fword in his hand, 
and leaning witli the other hand upon the others 
fh ou 1 der ; and fo they went along with a foft pace 
round about by the Ikirc of the flagc, till at laft 
they came to the cradle, when all the court was in 
the greateft jollity; and then the foremoft old man 
with his mace (broke a fear full blow, upon the 
cradle; wherewith all the courtiers, with the three 
ladies, and the vizard, all vanifhed ; and the dc- 
folate prince flatting up bare-faced, and finding 
himfclf thus fen t for to judgement, made a la- 
mentable complaint of his mifcrable cafe, and fo 
was carried away by wicked fpirits. This prince 
did perfonate in the Morall, the wicked of the 
world; the three ladies, Pride, Covetoufnefs, and 
Luxury; the two old men, the end of the world, 
and the laft judgement. This fight took fuch 
impreffion in me, that when I came towards mans 
eftate, it was as frcfli in my memory, as if I had 
feen it newly acled." 1 

Thewritcr of this book appears to have been 
bom in the fame year with our great poet ( 1 564 J. 
Suppofing him to have been feven or eight years 
old when be law this interlude, the exhibition muft 
have been in 1571 or 1572. 

I am unable to afcertain when the lirfl Morality 
appeared, but incline to think not fooner than the 

■ * Mount Tatar, &c. W iG3g. pp. no. fr fiq. With 
tliis curious txrrafl I was favoured, fevetal years ago, by the 
Rev. Mr, Bowie of Idmiflon near Salifbury. 
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reign of King Edward the Fourth (1460)... The 
public!; pageants of the reign of King Henry the 
Sixth were uncommonly fpendid ; .' and being then 
firft enlivened by the introduction of fpeaking al- 
legorical pcrfonages properly and charafleriflkally 
habited, they naturally led the way to thpfe per- 
fon locations by which Moralities were diftin- 
guifhed from the Gmpler religious dramas called 
Myfterics. We mufi not however fuppofe, that, 
after Moralities were introduced, Myfleries ecafed 
to be exhibited. We have already feen that a 
Mvftery was reprefented before King Henry the 
Seventh at Wincheftcr in 1487. Sixteen years 
afterwards, on the firft Sunday after the marriage 
of his daughter with King James of Scotland, a 
Morality was performed. 4 In the early pan of the 

' See Wanou's Uiftjry of Englijh JVlrj, Vol, II, p. 199. 

' Sir James Ware in his Annate, folio, lCC 4 . after having 
given an account of the Statute, 33 Henry VIII. c. i. by 
which Henry was declared ting of Ireland, and Ireland made 
a kingdom, informs ill, that the new law was proclaimed in 
Si, Patrick 1 ! church, in ihe prtfence of the Lord Deputy 
St. Legcr, and a great number of peers, who attended in 
ilielr parliament robes. ■' It is ueedlefs," he adds, •* to 
mention the fealU, umtrfici, and fports which followed." 
" Epulas, remit Jias, S: cerumina Iniiicra, qn;e fcrjuebaniur, 
quid attinet diccrt?" The mention ot cemiditi might lead 
us to fuppofe that our li f :r r kiiu'dnm lud gone before us in 
ilie cultivation of ilic drama ; but I find from a MS. in the 
library of Trinity College, Dublin, that what are here called 
ri'mcJiis, were nothing more than jmgiann. " In the par- 
liament of 1S41." feyi ihe author of the memoir, " wherein 
Henry VIII, was declareil king of Ireland, there were prefent 
the earls of Ormond and Delmond. the lord Barry, M'Cilla 
Tl.Etirig, chieftaiueofOflory, ihe fori of O'Eryan, M'Carthy 
More, with many Irifh lords ; and on Corpus Chrifiiday they 
rode about the flreeti in their parUameni-robci, and the 
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reign pf King I lenry the Eighth they were perhaps 
pcilornicd iudifcriininatcly; but Myftcrics w«< 



plaiuges and loiifits, very aptely. In the aftcn.une agayne 
they rbyed a comcdic °( S aa ii J via* BaptiJUt preach i U |.c,. 
of Chillies b.iptitynge, and ut liij tcniptacion in i!ic wilder- 
jieffe, to the [mail contentacicut of the preP.cs anil other 
papiflcs there."" The t mat) tin ej Johtin 2!~U, kr. 161110. no 
date, fign. C. S. 

The only theatre In Dublin in the reign of queen Eli- 
zabeth was a booth (if it may bewailed a theatre) creiteit 
in Hoggin Crccn, now College Green, where MyReiici and 
Moralities wtic on alioiullv |n deiimcd. li ii llr.ini>e, that 
i'u lately cs in ihc year 1600. at a lime when many oi Shak- 
fpcjrt'i plays had been exhibited in England, and lord 
Mtmtjoy, the intimate friend of his patrons lord EfTex atnl 
lord Southampton, was Deputy oF Ireland, lite old play of 
Cjrioduet, written in the itifaiKy nl' the ll.ipe, (For this piece 

of Dublin: but'fitch";! the'h w/raay bVlievc Clictt 
wood the prompter, who mentions that old Mr. Afhbury 
Lad (ten a bill dated the 7th of September, 1601, (queen 
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probably feldom reprefented after the ftatnte 34 
and 35 Henry VIII. c. 1. which was made, as 
die preamble informs us, with a view that the 
kingdom (hoidd be purged and cleanled of all 
religious plays, interludes , rhymes, ballads, and fongs, 
which are equally pejlijcrous and ncyfome to the 
tommoim-eai. At this time both Moralities and 
Myfterics were made the vehicle of religious con- 
troverfy ; Rale's Comedy of the thru Laws ofjVaturt, 
printed in ]538. (which in fact is a Myfiery, 



the fai 
Sixth. 



ili.-jcd open lill Oa.>W 1641. when ii waa-fhut up by 
order of the Lordj jufticej. At tin's theatre Slilrlcy s Royal 
MaJUr w« original I y reprefented in i63g. and Burners 
Landgarlka. in 1641. In 166; Ogilby w»l reflored to his 
oilier, and a new theatre w.s necicd in OwiiEC-flrcet, (Dtica 
called Smi ck-alley.) part of which fell down in die year 167 1. 
Agrlfp3, KiugeJ Aioa, a tragedy Irarjflatcd (torn [be French 
of Qiihiault-, was a fled there before the duke-of Ormond, 
in 167J. arid it continued open. I believe, till the death 
i>f King Charles the Second. The diliurbancrs which fol- 
lowed in Ireland put an end for a time 10 all [hcairical 

«■ - Tbi. mode of allaek" (a»Mr. Walton ha) oburvedf 
" was fddoin returned by the oppoiitt party : the catholltk 
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Myfteries were again revived , as appendages to 
the papiftical worlhip. " In the year 1556." fays 
Mr. YVarion, " a goodly Jlage-play of the Pajfion of 
Chrijl was pTefcntcd at the Grey-friars in London, 
on Corpus-Chrifti day , before the Lord-Mayor, 
the Privy-council, and many great ellates of the 
realm. Strype alfo mentions, under the year IJ77. 
a ftage-play at the Grey-friers, of the Palfion of 
Chrill, on the day that war was proclaimed in 
London againfl France , and in honour of that 
occafion. On Saint Olave's day in the fame year, 
the holiday of the church in Silver-Jireer . which is 
dedicated to that faint, was kept with great fo- 
lemnity. At eight of the clock at night, began a 
ftage-play of goodly matter, being the miraculous 
hillory or the life of that faint, which cpniinued 
four hours, and concluded witli many religious 
fongs."* No Myfterics , I believe, were repre- 
sented during the reign of Elizabeth, except fuch 
as were occalionally performed by thofe who were 
favourers of the popiih religion, 7 and thol'calready 

worilup founded on feeble reprefctitations afforded a much 
better hold for ridicule, than the religion of Come of the 
feds of die reformers, which was of a more limplc and 
fpiritual nature." Hijiwy of Entfiji Petlrj, Vol. II. p. 3jS. ti. 
The interlude, however, called Every Msti, winch was writtra 
in defence of the church of Rome, in the reign ol Henry the 
Eighth, is an exception. It appears alfo from a piociant[i- 
tion promulgated early in the reign of his ton, of which 
mention will be made hereafter, that the favourers of popery 
about that time had levelled federal dramatic k iovefitVe< 
again!! Archbifliop Craomcr, and the doctrines of the re- 
formers. 

* Hiflor, c/EvgtiJh Potlrj, Vol. III. p. 3h6, 
7 That Myllerics were occalionally reprcfented in the early 
part of Queen Elizabeth's reign appears from the alfcriioui 
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mentioned, known by the name of the Chefter 
Myfteries. which had been originally compofed in 
i3aS, were revived in the time of Kin" Henry the 
Eighth, (1 533.) and again performed at Chefter in 
the year 1600. The lad Myftery, I believe, ever 
repi denied in England, was that of Ciuiji's Pajjion, 
in the reign of King James the Firft , which 
Prynnc-tells us was "performed at Elic-Houfc in 
Holborne, when Gundomar lay there, on Good- 
friday at night, at which there were thoufands 

In France the reprcfentation of Myfleries was 
forbid in the year 154S. when the fratemitv alfo- 
chted under the name oi The Acion of our Saviour's 
Pajfion , who had received letters patent from King 
Charles the Sixth , in 140a. and had for near ]5o 
years exhibited religious plays , built their new 
theatre on the fite of the Duke of Burgundy's 
houfe; and were authorifed by an arret of parlia- 
ment to act, on condition that " they fiiould meddle 
with none but profane fubjecls, fuch as arc lawful 
and honefl, and not reprefent any facred Myf- 
teries." * Rcprefentations founded on holy writ 
continued to be exhibited in Italy till the year 
if>6o. and the Myfler/of Chrijl's Pajfion was repre- 

of the controverfial writers. " Thiy play" fayi one of 
them, •' and counterfeitc the whole PaiLon fo trimly, with 
all llic fevcu forrowes of our lady, as (hough it had been 
nothing clfe but a (iraple and plain cnterlude, to make boys 
laugh at, and a little to recreate forowful harts." Btthict 
cfLhtRcmilhiCkmcht, l58o.p.Io 7 . See alfo/^ra, p. (4. n. 4; 

* Hiftriomtjlix, quarto, lG33. p. 117. u. 

» Riccoboni*j itcsnnl of the Tkeelm if £Vp/j£, 8vo. 1741. 
p. 134. - 

Vol. III. n 
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fenced a Vienna fo lately as the caily part of the 
prefent century. 

Having thus occasionally mentioned foreign 
theatres, I take this opportunity to obferve, thai 
the flagcs of France fo 1-tely as in the beginning 
of Queen Elizabeth's reign were entirely unfur- 
nifhed with fcenery or any kind of decoration , and 
that the pcrfoi-riers at that time remained on the 
ftogc the whole time of the exhibition; in which 
mode perhaps our Myfieiics in England were re- 
prcfemed. For this information we are indebted tu 
the elder Scaiigcr, in whole Poetich is the following 
curious pa.fage : "Nunc in Gallia ita agunt fabulas, 
Ut omnia in confpeftu Gut; UNIVERSUS APPARATUS 
dijpofitis fublimibui Jedihus. Pcrfon& ipja zunqur.ia 
ilifcedunt: qui filtnt pro r.bfentibus hahtnlur. At 
enimvero perridiculum, ibi fpeciatorem videre te 

coram te dc te loquatur ; quali ibi non fis , ubies: 
cum tamen maxima pcet:^ vis lit , ful'peuderc 
animos, atque eos facerc femper cxpeflames. At 
hic.tib't novum fit nihil ; lit prias fatietas fubrcpat, 
quam obrepat fames. Iraq tie re die objecit .'Efchylo 
Euripides apud Ariftophanem in Ranis quod 
Niobeni Achillem in fcenam iiHroduxiffet capitc 
co-opcrto; neque nunquam ullvim verbum qui lint 
loquuti." 1 That is , " At prcl'cnt in France [about 

1 ]nl.Cxr.Scdi«inPcttictsi;briSeptim,Totio, iSfii.Lib.T. 
c x*i. Julius Cseiir Scaiigcr died -i Agen, In the province 
of Guienne in Fruice, on the lift of 0&obu„i558. in 
the 75th year of hil age. He wrote hii PscUds in tlilt 
tO\$n a few years before his death. 

Riccoboni ^ives uj the fame account in Lii Hiftory of 
the rrcnclt Theairt. '■ [n the reprcfentaiioDs of die Mj fie. 
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tlic year l55G] plays are reprefentcd in fitch a 
manner, that nothing is withdrawn from the view 
of the fpcflaior. ' The whole apparatus of the 
theatre con fills of fbme high feats ranged in proper 
order. The pcrfons ol the fcene never depart 
during the reprcfentatiorj : he who ceafes to (peak, 
is confidered as if he were no longer on the Rage. 
But in truth it is extremely ridiculous , , that the 
fp citato r mould fee the aclnr liflening, and yet he 
liimfclf fhould not. hear, what one of his fellow- 
actors fays concerning him , though in his own 
prefence and within his hearing: as if he were 
abfent, while lie is prefenc. It is the great object, 
of the dramatick poet to keep the mind in a con- 
flant ftate of fufpence and expectation. But in 
our theatres , there can be no novelty , no furprife : 
infomuch that the ipeciator is more likely to be 
fatiated with, what he has already feen , than to 
have any appetite for what is to conic. Upon this 
ground it was, that Euripides objected to .'Efchylus , 
in The Frogs of Ariftophai;es , for having intro- 
duced Niobe and Achilles as mutes upon the fcene, 
with a covering which entirely concealed their 
heads from the fpcitators." 

Another practice, equally extraordinary, is men- 

riei" the theatre reprefentcd paradife, hell, heaven, and earth, 
and all at once -, and though die aft ion varied, there wi| 
no change of [lie decorations. After an a&or had performed, 
hit part, he (lid not «o olf the ftage, but retired to a corner 
of it, and fate there "m full view of all the i'peaatort." 
Hijlirical and Critical Accent rf tht Thtatrn cj 'Earoff, oflavo, 
1741. p. 118. We ILall presently fee that at a much later 
period, anil long aitcr the Myneries had icafed to he ti- 
hibited. " though the action changed, there wal no change 
of decoration," either in France or England. 
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tioned by Bulenger in Ins treaufe on the Grecian 
and Roman theatres. In his time, fo late as in 
the year 1600, ail the aclors employed in a dra- 
matick piece tame on the ftage in a troop, before 
the play began ; and pre fen ted themrelves to the 
lpcftators, in order, fays he, to raife the expecta- 
tion of the audience. " i'utein umen {quod hodieque 

feilira 8c in turba in profcenium prodiilTc, nt fui 
expectant; uem commoverenl.* 1 1 1 know not whether 
litis was ever prarlifed in England. Inilead of 
failing, it Jhould feem more likely to reprefs, ex- 
pectation. I fuppofe, however, this writer con- 
ceived the audience would be animated by the 
number of the characters, and that this difplay 
would operate on the gaping fpectators like fome 
of our modem enormous play-bills ; in which the 
length of the fhow fome times conflitutes the prin- 

Mr. Warton obferve's that Moralities were be- 
come fo fafhionable a fpeaaclc about the clofe of 
the reign ofHenry the Seventh, that John' Raftall , 
a learned typographer, broth er-in-law toSirThomas 
More, extended its province , which had been hi- 
therto confined either to moral allegory, or to re- 
ligion blended with buffoonery, and conceived a 
defign of making it the vehicle of fcience and phi- 
lofophy. With this view he publifhed A new In- 
terlude and a miry, of the nature of the iiij Ele- 
ments, declaring many proper points oj pkilojopky na~ 
turatt, and dyvers jlraunge landys , 4jc. In the cof- 
mographical part of the play, in which the poet 

' Bulcngfti dc Theatre, Svo. lOoo. Lib. I. p. Co. b. 
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profcffes to treat of divers firaungt landp, and of 
the new-found landys , the traa.s of America recently 
difcovered, and the manners of the natives are 
defcribed. The characters are , a Meffenger, who 
fpcaks tilt prologue , Nature , Humanity , Studious 
Defire , Senfual Appetite , a Tavcrner , Experience , 
and IgnoTance."* > ■ 

As it is uncertain at what period of time the 
ancient Myfteries ccafed to be reprcfented as an 
ordinary fpeftacle for the amufement of the people , 
and Moralities were fubflituted in their room, it is 
equally difficult to afcertaiu the precife time when 
the latter gave way to a more legitimate theatrical 
exhibition. We know that Moralities were ex- 
hibited occaftonally during the whole of the reign 
of Queen Elizabeth , and even in that of her fuc- 
ceflor, long after regular dramas had been pre- 
fented on the fcene ; ' but 1 lufpefl that about the 
year 1570 (the 1 3th year of Queen Elizabeth] this 
fpcties of drama began to lole much of its at- 
traction, and gave way to fomething that had more 
the appearance of comedv- and tragedy. Gammer 

* Hiflm nfEngUJh Poetr). Vol. II. p. 364. Dr. Percy 

fiippnfes eli in play to have been written about tht year i5io. 

from [lie following ])««: 

' WitJnn this *x vcrc 

' Wcftwardc he found new landcs 

' That we never h«de tell of before this.' 

The Well-Indies were difcovered by Colmnbiu in I4g»." 

ILhl. 

' Tlie licence granted in lGo3 to Sliakfneare and Ins fel- ' 
low-comedians, au thorite! them to play com edict, tragedies, 
hlftoriej, interludes, mwaii, paltorals, fee/. See >ffo Tie 

Gull Honholt, 1609. " if in the middle of his play, 

(bee it palloral or comedie, mnrall or tra^cdie,) you rife 
with a fbreivd and difcontentcd face," Bee. 

D 3 
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Gtirtons, Needle, which was written by M. Still, 
(afterwards Bilhop oT Bath and Wells ,) in the a3d 
year of his age, and acled at ChriA's College, 
Cambridge, in i5C6. is pointed out by the inge- 
nious writer of the traa entitled Hiftoria Hijlnonka, 
as the firfl piece " that looks like a regular co- 
medy;" that is , the firft play that was neither 
MyfLerv nor Morality , and in which forne humour 
and difcrimination of chavaaer may be found. In 
i56i-2 Thomas Sackvillc Lord Buckhurfl, and 
Thomas Norton, joined in writing the tragedy of 
1-cn extimi Porrcx, which was exhibited on the 18th 
of January in that year by the Students of the Inner 
Temple, before Queen Elisabeth at Whitehall. 
Neither of thel'e pieces appears to have been acted 
on a publick theatre, nor was there at that time 
any building in London conftru£ied fokly for the 
pnrpolc of representing plavs. Of the latter piece, 
which 1 , as Mr. Warton has obl'crved, is perhaps 
" the firfl fpciimcn in our language of an heroick 
tale written in vcrfc , and divided into acls and 
fecnes, and cloathed in all the formalities of a 
regular tragedy," a correct analyfis may be found 
in The History of English 1'or/niY , * and the 
play itfelf within thefe few years has been accu- 
rately reprinted. 

It has been juftly remarked by the fame judkioui 
writer, that the early praclicc of performing plays 
in fchools and nniverfitics grcady contributed to 
the improvement of our diama. " While the 
people were amnfed with Skeliou's Trial oj Simony r 
Bale's God's Promifu, and CkriJiS D.Jcent into Hill, 

* Vol, III. pp, 355. b/tf. 
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the fcholars of the time* were compofmg and ailing 
plays on hiftorical fubjeill , and in imitation of 
Flautus and Terence. Hence ideas of legitimate 
fable in Lift have been imperceptibly derived to the 
popular ;md vernacular drama." ' 

In confirmation of what has been fuggefled , it 
may be obferved , that the principal dramatick 
writers, before Shnkfpearc appeared, were fcholars. 
Greene, Lodge. Pccle, Marlowe ,'Naflie , lily, and 
Kyd , had all a regular umverfuy education. From 
T. hatever caufe it may have arifen , the dramatick 
poetry about ibis period certainly affumcd a better , 
though Itill an exceptionable , form. The example 
which bad been futnifbedby Sackviile was quickly 
followed, and a great number of tragedies and 
hiflorical plays was produced between the year* 
1570 and i5go. Ibmc of which are -fit II extant, 
though by far the greater part is loft. This, I 
apprehend, was the great era of thole bloody and 
bombaflick pieces , which afforded fubfequent wri- 
ters perpetual topicks of ridicule: and during 
the fame period were exhibited many Hijlorics, or 
hiftorical dramas , formed on our Er.gliih Chro- 
nicles , and reprefenring a feries of events fimply ' 
in the : order of time in which they happened. 
Some have fuppofed that Shakfpcare \vas_ the firft 
jlramatick poet that introduced this fpecies of 
drama; but this is an undoubted error. I have 
ctfewhere obferved that every one of the fubjedts 
on which he confirmed his hiftorical plays , ap- 
pears to have been dramatized, and brought upon 
' the fcene , before his time.' The hiftorical drama 
1 Hiltm of Englijh Pottrs, Vol. II. p. 388. 
» See Vol. XV. p. ' 

D 4 



4« HISTORICAL. ACCOUNT 



is by an elegant modern writer fnnpofcd to have 
owed its rife to the publication ol The Mir/our for 
Magijlrales, in which many of the moll diflin- 

Golfon in his PUyi tonfuUd in Jive AShm, printed about 
the year i58o. (ays, » In playes cither thofe thing) are 
faiiicd that never were, as Cupid and Pfjckt, plpicd at Panics i 
{he meant, in Paul's fchool,] — or it a [rue HJtrit be taken 
in hand, it is made like our Ihavcling', Jongrlk II lb c riling 
and falling of tlie fuune." From the'fime writer we learn, 
lhat many preceding dramatick potts had travelled over the 
ground in which (he fubjefts of fcvrral of Sbakfoeare't other 
plays may be found. " 1 may boldly fay it, (fsyi Golfon,) 
bicaufe 1 have feene it, that The Palace r/ PleafuTi, The 
GMm A/ft, TKt AUhi.-j:ir.tt Ui/i^it, Ama.lh of Frauact, The 
Round Table, ban-die comedies in 'Latin, French, Italia] 
and Spanith, have beene 
playe-houfes in London. 

Lodge, his antagonift 
Play, and Pofiimis. a work V 
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learned the knowledge of n 
fueh as cannot rende, in th< 

nielei ; and what man have you now of that wcake capi- 
eily that cannot difcourfe of any notable thing recorded, 
curt from William the Conqueror, nay, from the Undine; of 
Brute, until] this day, beifij polfcft of their tint uft?" — 
In Florin's dialogues in Italian and Englifh, printed in ligi. 
we have the following dialogue: 

" G. After dinner we will go fee a play, 
" H. The plaits that they play in England are not right 
comedies. 

" T. Yet they do nothing tlfe but plaie every dayt, 
" H. Yea, but they are neither right comedies, nor right 

" G. How would you name them then? 

" H. Repreftntalioni of hi/lories, without any decorum." 
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guifheii charafiers in Englifli hiflory are intro- 
duced , giving a poetical narrative of their own 
misfortunes. 1 Of this book three editions , with, 
various alterations and improvements, were printed 
between i563 and 15S7. 

At length {about the year 1 5g 1) the great lu- 
minary of the dramatick world blazed out, and - 
our poet produced thofe plays which have now for 
two hundred years been the boafl and admiration 
of his countrymen. i. 

Our earlicfi dramas, as we have fecn , were re- 
prefented in churches or near them by eccle- 
(iafticks: but at a very early period , I believe , wc 
had regular and cflablifhed players , who obtained 
a livelihood by their arc. So early as in the year 
1 37 S . as has been already noticed, the fmging-boyi 
of St. Paul's rcprcfented to the King, that they had 
been at a confiderable expence in preparing a flage 
reprcfentation at Chriftmas. Thefe, however, can- 
not properly be called comedians, nor am I able to 
point out the time when the profeiTioii of a player 
became common and eflablifhed. It has been fup- 
pofed that the licenfe granted by Queen Elizabeth 
to James Burbage and others, in 1574. was the firft 
Tegular licenfe ever granted to comedians in Eng- 
land; but this is a mi flake , fur Hcywood informs 
us that fimilar licenfes had been granted by her 
father King Henry the Eighth, King Edward the 
Sixth, and Queen Mary. Stowc records', that 
" when King Edward the Fourth would fbcw him- 
felf in flate to the view of the people, he repaired 
to his palace atSt. John's, where he was accuflomcd 

* W»lpole'j Riytt and Jfobtt Aatkort, Vol.1, p. 166. 
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to fee ihe City A&Ots.'" In two books in the 
Remcmbranccr's-ofiite in the Exchequer , contain- 
ing an account of the daily expeiices of Ring Hjnry 
the Seventh , are the following articles; from which 
it appears that at that rime players, both French 
andEnglifh, made a part of the appendages of the 
court, and were fupported by regal eflablifiimctu. 

" Item, to Hampton of Worcefter for making of 
balades, aos. Item, to my ladie the kings modcrs 
poetc, 66s. 8d. Item, to a Welfh Rymer , in re- 
ward, i3s. 4d. Item, to my Lord Privie-Seali 
fole, in rcw. 10s. Item , to Pachye the Cole, fori 
rcw. 6s. Sd. Item, to the ioolilh duke of I.an- 
cafler, 3s. Item, to Dix the foles mader , for \ 
months wages , los. Item , to the K.ing oftrauccs 
fole, in rew. 4I. Item, to the Frenjlit players , in 
•Tew. aos. Item, to the tumbler upon theropes, aos. 
Item, for heling of a feke maid, 6s. 8d. [Probably 
the piece of gold given by the King in touching 
for the evil. J Item, to my lord princes organ-player, 
for a quarters wages at Michcll. ] os. Item, to Ms 
players of Londen , in reward, 10s. Item, to Mailer 
Barnard, the blind poete , 100s. Item, to a man 
and woman for (Irawbenies, 8s. 4d. Item, to a 
woman for a red rofe , as." The foregoing extracts 

■ ibdegjjat Mori, 410. iGia. Signal. E.i.b. " Since 
then," adds Heywood, " tint houfe by the princes free gift 
hull belonged 10 the office of the Revels, where our court 
playes hive been in ttttc dajes yearcly rehearfed, perfected, 
and con-cited, before tney come lo the publike view of tlie 
prince and the nobility. " This Jioufe mull liftvt been cliofcn 
on account of its neighbourhood til Whitehall, where the 
royal theatre then was. The regular office of the Revels at 
that time was off St. Peter's Hill, near the BUckhUrs' 
playlmufe. • 
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are from a book of which alraoft every page is 
figned by the King's own hand, in the i3th'year 
of his reign. The following are taken from a book 
which contains an account of expences in the 91I1 
year of his reign: " Item ; 10 Cart for writing of n 
boke, 6s. 8d. Item, payd for two playrs in ihe hall, 
365. Sd. Item , 10 the kings play.rs for a reward, 
loos. Item, to the king to play at cardes-, 100s 
Item, loft to my lord Morging at buttes , 6s. 8d. 
Item} to Harry Pyning, the king's godfon , in re- 
ward, sos. 'Item, to the players that begged by 
the way, 6s. 8d." 1 

Some of tliefe articles I have prefcrved as cu- 
rious, though they do not relate to the fubjecc 
immediately before us. This account afcertains, 
that there was then not only a regular troop of 
players in London, hut alio a royal company. 
The intimate knowledge of the trench language, 
and manners which Henry muft have acquired 
during his long iojourn in foreign courts, (from 
1471 to 14SS.) accounts for the article relative to 
the company of French players. 

In a manufcript in the Cottoiiian Library in the 
Mufeum, a narrative' is given of the mews and . 
ceremonies exhibited at Quilt mas in the fifth year 
of this king's reign , 1490. " This Chriflmafs Lfaw 
no difgyfyngs, and but right jew plays; but thcr 
was an abbot of mif-rule , that made nmchc fport, 
and did right well his office. — On Candeil Nlafs 
day, the king, the cjy.cn, my ladye the kings moder, 
with the Tubltance of al the lordes tcmporell preterit 

' For iliefe extrafls I am indebted lo Francis Grofe, Efu. 
10 whom every admirer of the rencrablc remiim of Englilii 
antiquity hai ihe higlielt obligations. 
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at the parlemcnt, S;c. wenten a proceffion from the 
chap ell into tlic hall, and foo into Wcfimynfler 
Hall: — The kynge was that' da'ye in a riche 
gownc of purple , pirled withe gold , furred wythc 
fabuls. — Afnyght the king , the queue, and my 
ladye the kfngs modet, came into the Whit hall, 
and ther had a pity." — " On New-yeeres day at 
nyght, (fays the lame writer, f peaking of the year 
1488.) ther was a goodly difgyfyng, and alfo tliis 
Criftmafs ther wet many and dyvtrs plnyes." 4 

A proclamation which was iffucd out in the 
year 1.747 by King Edward the Sixth , to prohibit 
for about two months the exhibition of " any kind 
of interlude, play, dialogue, or oilier matter fee forth 
in the form of a play, in the Englifh tongue," de- 
fcribes plays as a familiar entertainment, both in 
London, and in the country , ' and the profeflion of 
■an aflor as common and enablifhed. " Forafmuch 

of interludes and playa, as well within the city of 
London as clfewhere within the vealme, doc for 
the mod part plav fetch interludes as contain 



' Leland. Collect. Vol. IV. Append, pp. a35. »56. 
edit. 1774. 



Swype'* Memoriah, Vol.III.Append.nl. p. iS5. 
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matter tending to (edition, " 6 &c. By common 
players of interludes hcre'iutntioned, I apprehend, 
were meant the players of the city , as coiitradifiin- 
guillied from the king's own fervants. In a ma- 
nufcript wiiich I faw fome years ago, and which 
is now in the library of the Marquis of Lanfdown , 
are fundry charges for the players belonging to 
King Edward the Sixth; hut I have not prefcrved 
the articles. And in the ho ufe ho Id-book of Ouecn 
Mary, in the Library of the Antiquarian Society, is 
an entry which {hews that fhe alio had a theatrical 
eflablifhmcnt: " Eight players of interludes , each 
66s. Sd.— s61. i3s. 4<L" 

It has already been mentioned that originally 
playswereperformed in churches. ThoughB'onner 
bifhop of London ilfned a proclamation to the 
clergy of his diocefc in prohibiting " all 

manner of common plays , games, or interludes, 
to be played , fet forth , or declared within their 
churches , chapels , " &:c. the praclicc feems to have 
been continued occasionally during the reign of 
Queen Elizabeth ; for the author of The Third Blajl 
of Retrait from Plays and Players complains, in 
]58o. that " the players arc permitted to puhlifh 
their mammetric in every temple of God, and that 
throughout England ; " Sec. and this abufe is taken, 
notice of in one of the Canons of (Cingjames the 
Firft, given foon after his acceffion in the year 
i6o3. Early however in Queen Elizabeth's reign, 
the eElablifhcd players of London began to a£l in. 
temporary thcutres couftructed in the yards of 
inns ; ' and about the year 1570. I imagine , one or 

' Fulltr'j Chunh Hipry, B. VII. p. 3go. 

7 " In procefs of liint it [playing] became an occopa- 
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two regular playhoufes were erefled. ! Both the 
theatre in filacttfriars and that in Whitcfriars were 
certainly built before i58o. for we learn from a 
puritanical pamphlet publilhed in the lafl century , 
that fo on after that year, " many goodly citizens 
and well difpofed gentlemen of London, confidcr- 
ing that play-houfes and dicing-houfes were traps 
for young gentlemen, and others, and perceiving 
that mauv inconveniences and grt:it damage would 
enfue upon the iong fuffcring of the fame, — ac- 
quainied ioine pious ma;:,iflrates therewith , — who 
thereupon made humble fuite to Queenc Elizabeth 
and her jnivv-counceli , and obtained leave from 
her m;ijcIly,to thru ft the players out of the citty, 
and to pull down all playhoufes and dicing-lioufes 
within their liberties ; which accordingly was ef- 
fected , ajid the playhoufes in Gracious-ftrcct , Bi- 
fhopfgate-flrcet , that nigh Paul's , that on Ludgate- 
hill, and the White-friers, were quite pulled down 
and fupprelfed by the care of thefe religious fena- 

lion, eith! many thfre ivcrc [hat followed il for i livelihood, 
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tors. " ' Tiic theatre in Rlackfriars , nnt being 
within the liberties of the city of London , efcaped 
the fury of thefe fanaticki. Elizabeth, however, 
though flie yielded in this inftance to the frenfcy of 
the time , was during the whole, con rfe of her reign 
a favourer of the ilage , and a frequent attendant 
upon plays. So early as in the year i56g. as we 
-learn from another puritanical writer, the. children 
of her chapel, who are defciibed as " her majcfly's 
uniledgcd minions,") " flaunted it' in their fillies 
and fattens," and ailed plays on profane fubjecla 
in the chapel-royal. * In 1^74 /he granted a licence 
in James Butbage, probably the father of the cele- 
brated tragedian, and four others, fervantl to the 
earl ofLeicelter, to exhibit all kinds of ftagc-plays, 
during pleafure , in any part of England, "as well 
for the recreation of her loving fubjefts , as for her 
own folacc and pleafure when ihe fhonld think 
good to fee them ; " ' and in the year i5S". foon 

* Richard Reolldgc'a Monfltr Ultlf /sanrf es( and difte- 
*,rtd, at Iht Jcampng of Timlin, 1638. pp. a, 3, 4. W'ha: 
he calls the theatres in Gratiaus-lirecr, Uilcopl'gaic-flrcei, 
and Lndgate-hill , wire the temporary fcaffaldi cicfled at 
theCrofs-tteyj Inn in Craccchurch-flrcet, the Bull in DiCiopj. 
gste-ftreet, and the Btll-Savige on Ludpne-hill. <• Thac 
nigh Paul's," vh St. Paul's fchool-roora, behind the Coc- 
to cation -houfe. \ 

* "Even in her majeflies chapel do thefe pretly up (hit 

in feigning bawdie fablei. Inhered from the kdoLtrou'i 
heathen Poet;," &c. Tie Children 0/ \hc Chapel jlrifl onJ 
ui&ipl, iJijrj. fa I. xiil, b. Thefe children a£!cd finiucntlj- 
iri Qaten Eltubcth'i reign at the theatre la Whilefriarj. 

1 For the notice of tilts nncleiit theatrical licence we are 
indebted to Mr. StccYcnj, Jt U found amon|; tbc mnpuh- 
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after a furious attack had been made on the ftage 
by the puritans , twelve of the principal comedians 

lifucd collcclions of Rymer, which were purehafed by .par- 
liament, and ne depobted in tht !.: ilh Mufeura. Afcovgb'a 
Catalogue of Sloani.u. and oibtr rnaouferipti, N° A^ii. 
" Pro Jacobo Buibagr * aim, dt liimlit frttuli. 
•■ Blitabetb bv the grace ul Cod. Queue o( Ei.glaud. &e. 
'It. all juftice*. mayor*, (bet ilfcs. baj I) lie, head tonflable*, 
undei conflabltj, andallothei ou.c officers and tnynificr», 
grettnge. 

Know ye. that we of our tfpeiiall prace, ctrtrn know- 
ledge, and mere motion, hu licei.fed and auflotifed. anrl 
by ibeft preterm do lyeenfe and auflorifc our loving fnb. 
itaei ]au. (1 Butbage, John Ptrtyn, John Lanham. William 
Jobnfon, and Ruben Wilfon, let vaunts'" to our troflic and 
well beloved cofen and counfe) Hour <l.e Karle of UyctQer, 
to ufe. exereyfe and octupie i!i< arte and farultyt of play t nee 
commedies. tragedies, oltrlodes. ftage-playei. and fuel, other 
like as il.tv have alrerjie ui'id ini fluditd, or !,ereaF I( i Call 
ufe and lludir. as well for the recitation of onr lovinee 



praftife. for and duringr our pleafure; and the (aid iom- 
medies, tragrdirs, cr.tri!odrs. and fiage- plates, together with 
their mofickc, to (hew. publifhe. txeicife and occupie to 
their belt commodittc. dtiii»g all the icime afori I, a> 
veil within the liberties and freedomts of anye our cities, 
townes, bouroughs. get. wliatfoever, as without the fame, 
tlioronglioute our rcalmc of Knglaod. Wy Hinge aod rom- 
roanudinge yowe and every olyou, ■■ ye teudei nnr pleafure, 
to permit and fufltr them herein witboate anye letter-, h) n- 
deraunce, or moleftation, dnringc the termi- aforefaide, any 
arte, fUture, or proclamation or commauDdement heretofore 
made or hereafter to be made soiwy thflandynge ; provyded 
that the (aide commedies, tragedies, interludes and ftagc- 
playes he by the Mailer of our Revclls for the tyme beyi lge 
before fene and allowed ; and that the fame be not publilhctl 
or fhewen in the tyme of common prayer, or in the tyme 
ofgieate and common plague in our faide citye oi London. 
In wytnei whereof, Stc. 
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nf ihat lime, at. the earn eft TCtfueft of Sir Francis 
YValfjnghani, were felcdcd from the companies 
then (ubfifling, under the licence and pro Le£lion 
of various noblemen, * and were fworn hcrmajefty'a 
feivauts, ' Eight of them liad an animal (Upend of 

" Wytnei our felfc at WtHminRer the loth daye ofMaye. 
L ,s 74-j ..... 

Mr. iuevou lupi'uJ'rd that Mr. Dodfiey was Inaccurate 
i.i fiyiiiji In il« pi.l.iee to \.h collection of Old Plays, p. Id. 

jii hlilory ate the children ol Paul's in 157S." four yean 
i'i ilifi-qucn i lo the above licence. Hut ilic figures 1S78 in 
that page are inertly an error of the jircfs for ]3jS. as may 
l.ic ficn hy tuniii!;- 10 a fmmtr page ol Mr. Dodflry's preface, 
10 which, in p. lie ltimfelf refers. 

4 The servants «l the evil Is ol Derby, Pembroke, and Eflex; 
thole of the Lord ChambcrUm 1 the fervauis of the Lord 
Admiral [Noitingliani] ; lliofe of Lord Strange, Lord Sullen, 
Loid \VorceRer, he. -r- By the l>jtntc'3g Eliz. c. 4, noble- 
men were authorised tu licellft players to ail both in town 
and country ; the dilute declaring '• that all common players 
of interludes iifatufert'ltg- ahoad, otbtr than players of inter- 
lude! belonging to anie baron of this rcalmr, or sute other 
honourable pcifonage of greater decree, 10 be authorifed 
to plav under the hand and I'ealc of arms of fuch baron 
or perfonage, (half be adjudged and deemed rogues and 
vacabouds." 

to be 'rogue, and vagabonds : whereas it was only made 

' Long after the playlioufri called the Theatre and the 
Curtain bad been built, ami during the whole reign of 
Elizabeth, the companies belonging to dilLrent uoblemett 
afled otcafioiially at the Croi's-Keys in Cruccchurch-ilrect, 
.and other itini, and alfo in the Itoufci uT noblemen at 
weddings and other fcflivals.- 

1 " Comedians and iiage-players of Former time were very 
poor and ignorant in refpect of thife ol ibis time ■, but 

Vol. 111. ' E 
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31. 6s. 8d. each. * At that time there were eight 
being now J in 1 5S3 j grbwnc very (kilfull and exQuiGte >&oti 
foe all matters, they were entertained into the fcrvice of 

twelve of ilie bed chofen, and, at die miuclt of Sir Franci< 
WalGugham, they were fworne the qncenes fcrvant.,, and 
were allowed wages and liveries as groomes 0 [ the dumber: 
and until I this ye arc i5S3. the qurenc had no players. 
Amon^ thefc twelve players were tworare men, Thom.u 
Wilfoii, for a quicke, dclitate, relincd, extcmporall wilt, 
and Richard TtHeton, fnr a wondrous plintilull pleafjnt 
extcmporall wit, lit was ilic wander ol liis tytne. — He 
licth buried in Shorrditch church." " He was fo beloved," 
adds the writer in a note, ■''that men ufe his piflure for 
thrir iignes." StOWe'i Citron, publilhed by Howes, fub. inn. 

i5S3. edit iGij. 

The above paragraph v/ai not written by Stowr, not being 
found in the laJi edition of Lit Chronicle pnbKlhcd in hie 
life-time, 410. iGo5. and is an interpolation by bis couli- 
jiuaior. Edmund Hones. 

Richard Tarleton, as appears by the refill er of St. Leonard'*, 
Shorcdiicb, was buried there, September the third, 15&8, 

The following extract from Sirype ii;rws in how low a Hate 
the flase was at this lime : 

" Upon the ruin oi Paiis Garden, | the fall of a IV a lib Id. 



London : and letters were obtained of the Lordj 10 bai 

petitioned the Lords of trie Council, Vital whereas the I: 
of their Tervice drew very near, fo that of ntccllity tl 
mull needs have cxcrcifc to enable them ibr In ner lor 1 
fame, and alio for their better keep and n 



things, the feifon ol the year being pali 10 play at any of 
the houfei without the city ; Tiieir humble petition wai, 
that the Lords would vouchfafc 10 read a lew articles annexed 



to their fop plication, autl in consideration [that] the matter 
contained the v.-ry Ray and Hate of their living, to grant 
unto them confirmation of the fame, or of as many as (hould 
he to their honours good liking ; and withal, their favour- 
able letter! to the Lord Maioi, tu permit them to excrcil'e 
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companies of comedians, each of which performed 
twice or Lh i ice a week. 7 

King James the Firfl appears to have patronized 
the fiaue with as much warmth as his prei'.ccclfor. 
In i5qo. while he was yetiuScotland, he foliated 
Queen Elizabeth (if we may believe a modern 
hi dorian) to fcr.J a companv of EngliOi comedians 
to Edinburgh', and very foonafte'rhisacceflion to the 
throne, grained tti-c following licence to the company 
at the Globe , which is found in Rymer's Feeder a. 

" Pro Lauhentio Fletcher & Willielmo 
Shakespeare k aliis. 

" A. D. i6o3. Pat. 

" I. Jac. P. d. m. 4. James by the grace of 
God, Sec. to all ju fiices , maiors, iheriffs, con-fia- 
bles, headboroughs, and other our officers and 
loving fobjccls, greeting. Know you that wee, 
of our fpccial grace, certaine knowledge, and 
racer motion , have licenied and authotiled , and 
by thefe prefentes doc licence and authorize thcife 
our fcrvannts, Laurence Fletcher, William Shake- 
STE ARB, Richard, Rurbagc, Augulline Phillippes, 

• Within the city ; and iliat ibtir leticri might contain Tome 
orders to the Jiiflieej of Middlefcx in tlicir behalf." Strypc'a 
Addition 111 Stoic's Survey, Vol. I. p. 14S. 

* Hnufehotd-book of Qiieen Elizabeth in 1584. in the 
Mivfcura, MSS. Sloan. 3194. ThSconllinutor of Stove favs, 
Jlit bad 110 player* before, (fee n. 5.] but 1 fiifpea that be 
is miSlkcn, far Q; Mary, and K. Edward the Sixth, boLh 
bad player* on llicir eflanliflimcnti. See p. 4.1. 

' " For reckoning with the lealts the j-alne [lint ii reaped 

playing but once a weeke, (whertaa many times tl*y play 
twice, and fonrnimo tlirice,) it amounteih in [wo ihoufand 
pounds by tbc year. A Sirncn pttsihtd at Patdti Crojfe, by 
John Stockwood, l5jS. 

' " E 3 



Si HISTORICAL ACCOUNT 



John Hermngs. Hcnric Condcl, William Sly. 
Robert Armin , Richard Cowly, and the red of 
their alfociatcs, freely to ufe and excrcife the art 
and (acuity of playing comedies, tragedies, hif- 
tories , interludes , morals, paflorals, finge-plaics, 
and fuch like' other as the! have alrcadie flndicd 
or hereafter fliall ufc ot Rudic, as well for the 
recreation of ov.r loving fubjefts, as for our folacc 
and pleafure when we iliall thin eke good to fee 
them, during our pleafurc: and the faid comedies, 
tragedies, hillorics, enterludes; morals, pad orals, 
-ftage-plaics, and filch like, to (hew and excrcife 
publiquely to tlieit bed curaiuoditic , when the 
inreaiun of the plague {hall decreafe, ns well 
within thcire nowe ul'uall houfe called the Globe, 
within our county ol Surrey, as alfo within anie 
townc-halis or mootc-halls, or other convenient 
places within the liberties and freedom of any 
other citie, nniverfitie, toun, or boroughc what- 
foever, within our fail! realities and dominions. 
Willing and commanding you and eyerie of you, 
as you tender out plcalurc, not onlic in permit 
and fatter them herein, without any your letts, 
hindrances, or tnolettatious, during our plcalure, 
but alfo to be aiding or afliflingc to them if any 
wrong be to them ottered, and to allow them fuch 
former curccfies as bafhe been given to men of 
their place and quallitie; and alio what further 
favour you fliall (hew to thcifc our fer vaunts for 
our fake, we fliall take kindlic at your handes. In 
witncls whereof, Sec. 

" Witnefs our fclfc at Weltminfter, the nynteenth 
daye of Mayc. 

" Per Breve dc private Jigillo " . 
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H -WING now, as concifcly as I could, traced 
the hiftory of the lingli.1i Stage, from its firft rude 
flatc to die period of its maturity and greatetl 
fplendor, 1 fhall endeavour to exhibit as accurate 
a delineation or the internal Form and economy of 
our ancient theatres, as the dillancc at which wc 
Hand, and the obfcuiity of thef iibjcct, will-permit. 

The moil ancient Eiiglilh playhoufes of which 
1 have found any account, arc, the playhoule in 
Blackfn'ars, that in Wkiufriars* the Theatre, of 

s There was a theatre in Whiteftijrs, before [he year i58o. 
See p. 4G. A Wmaa't a. Weathercock was performed ai the 
private playhoufc in White-friars in 1619. TliU theatre 
wai, I Imagine, either in SalMbury court or the narrow 
(Ireet leading into it. From eh extrafl t^ken by Sir Henry 
Iltrbcrt from [lie office-book of Sir George Due, bis pre- 
decefTiW in the office of Miller of the Revels, it appears 
that the theatre in Wbitefriars was either rebuilt in 161 3. 
or intended to be rebuilt. The entry Is : "July i3. t6i3. 
for a lictnfe to creel 3 new phi - !.oulc ir. the White- friers, &c. 
£. so." I doubt however whether this i'cheme was then 
carried into execution, becaulc i new phyboufc was erefted 
in Salifbury-court in i6ag. That theatre probably was not 
on the lite of the old theatre in Wltite-lrUrs, for Prynnc 
fpcaks of it ■! then new!; built, not ri-built ,- and in the 
I:mt place he mentions .he rt-iuirdiBjj of the Fortune and, 
Red Bull theatres. — Had the old theatre in Whitefrhrs 
he en pulled down and re-built, he would have ufed the fame 
language with rcfpccl to tbcni all. The Ramp, a comtdj- by 
Tallinn, was afled in 1669. in the theatre in Salilbury-court 
(that built in l6sg). About the year 1670 a new theatre was 
creeled there, [but whether on tlx: file of that Ufl mentioned 
I cannot afecruin,; known by the name of llie Theatre in 
TJorfct Gardens, to which the Duke ofYorVi company under 
the conduct of Sir William D'Avenanl'j widow remove.! 
from tin coin's -inn- fie Ids in 1671. The fcimer playboufc 
in Salilbury-court coutd hardly have fallen into decay in 



54 HISTORICAL ACCOUNT 



which I am unable to af certain the filtration,* and 
The Curiam, in Shorediich. ' The Theatre, from 
its name, was probably the full building crcflcd 
in or near the metropolis' purpofcly lor fcenick 
exhibitions. 

In the time of Shakfpraie there were feven prin- 
cipal theatres ; three private houfes , namely, that 

fo (liort a period as forty years ; but I fuppofe was found 
too fniiiLI for lilt new fctnery Introduced after, the Re (Ion MOD. 
The Prologue to 'Wycherlcv's Cealltman Danehg Majtr, 
printed In i6 7 3. is addreffed ; ' To the city, newly after ihe 
removal of lite Duke's Company from Lmcoln's-lnn fields to 
their new theatre near Sal iibury -court." 

Maitland in bis IlijLty oj London, p. $63. abet mentioning. 
Dorfet Stairs, adds, " near to which place flood the theatre 
or playhonfe, a neat building, haviug a curious front next 
lie Thames, with an open place for the vcteptlon of coaches." 

* It was probably filualtd in fomc remote and privileged 
place, beinc, 1 fuppofe, hinted at in the following paffage 
ofa fermon byjohu atockwooJ, quoted below, and preached 
in I^S. •' Have we not houfci of pnrpofc built with great 
charges for the maintenance of them, [the players,! and that 
tail/tout the liberties, at who (ball fay, there, let them fay 
what they will, we will play. I know not how 1 might, with 
the godly-learned efpeciaily, more difcorumend the gorgeous 
playing-place erelied in Ike f.ilds, ilian to term it, as they 
pleafc to have it tailed, a 7Jeolre." 

» The Theatre and The Curtain are mentioned in " A Ser- 
mon preached at Paules-Crois on St. Bartholomew day, being 
the 24th of Augufl, j5;S. hy John Stockwood," and in an 
ancient Trtatijt agthjl Idlent/,, vaint Plain and Interlude], 
by John iS'orlhbroolt, hi. 1. no date, but writltu apparently 
about the year l5So, Stubbes, in bis Antony tfjhtjet, p. go. 
edit. J5S3. inveighs a K ainfl Theitrei and Curtaintl, which he 
calls Venvi Palaces. £draund Howes, the contiuuator of 
Stowe'i Chroniile, fays, (p. 1004.) that before the year 1570. 
he "neither knew, heard, nor read of any fucb thealres, fet 
flakes, or plaj-houfcs, as have been purpofely built within 
man's memory." 



OF THE ENGLISH STAGE. 55 



in Blackfriars, that in Wkittfriars, and The Cockpit 
or P/i««ix,' in Drury-Lane ; and four that were 
called puWick theatres ; vit. The. Globe on the Bank- 
fide, ThtCurtuui* in Shoreditcli, The Red Bull, at 
the upper end of St. John's-Brect, and The Fortune* 

' This theatre had been 01 ijjinally a Cockpit. It was Wit 
or re-built not very long before the year 1617. in which 
year wc learn £rom Camden's Annals of King James the 
FirR, U was pulled down by the mob ; " xG 17 . Marlii 4. 
Thcatrum ludionum wiper (rectum in Urtiry-Lanc a furcnte 
muliitudinc diruitur, k apparatus dilaceratur." I fuppuie it 
was foraetimes called Th i_Phanu from [list Unions bird being 
its lign. It was (ituated oppolile the Callloiavtrn in Drury- 
Lane, and wai Handing fame lime after the Re deration. The 
players who performed at this theatre in [he time of King 
lames the FirH, were called the Queen's Servants, till the 
death of Queen Anne, in 1619. Alter her death they were, 
I think, for fome time denominated the Lady Elizabeth's 
Servants ; and after the Marriage of Kinji Charles the Firfl, 
they regained their lormcr title of the Queen's players. 

* See Sii&ltthlitt, an old colleftion of Epigrams, and 
Satires, l6mo. l5g8. • 
n if my difpofe 

ll Hcifnarie nic to a play, I'll to the Rofe, 

•< Or Curtain, ." 

The Curiam is mentioned in Heath's Epigrams, 1610. a» 
being then open ; and '1 hi IhiUr of Germany wjs perlormcd 
at it by a company of young men in l6l5. The original 
lign hung out at this playlioufc (as Mr. fctecveni ,has ob- 
served] was the painting of a curtain ilripcd. 'I he per- 
formers at ibis theatre were called Til Prineft Servant!, till 
the aeceluon of King Charles the Firl! to the crown. Soon 
afler that period it feems to have been ufed only by prize- 
fighters. 

' The Fortune theatre, according to Maitland, was the 
oldefl theatre in London. It was built or re-built in l5gg 
by Edward Alleyn, the player, ( who wjs alfo proprietor 
of the Bidr Gar.lcn, from i5g4 to i6t0.} and colt 5aol. 
aa appears from the following memorandum in hit hand- 
writing : 

E 4 
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in White crofs-ttrect. The lad two were chiefly 

■< What The ftilmtt cofl me, 'Nov. l5ag. 
• i Firft for ilie [cos 10 Brew. - - 340. 
11 Then for building the play-hoits, - 5'jo. 
it For other privat buildings of rayn ownc, no. 
- it So thai it hath coll me Tor the leaffe,. pfo? 

conitaurecTfrom the folloivi:;;; iiiivr, <\Lul,u in The Veronal 
Pofificw, Tuefday Feb. 14. to Ttiefd.iy Feb. 41. 1661. for the 
prtfcrvaiion oE which wt arc indebted to Mr. Steevens: 
*• The Fortune playhoufe Gtltate between Whiteerofs-ftrcet 
and Goldin^-l.inc, in the putifh of S.iin; Gilts, Gripp legate, 
with the ground thereto belonging, is to he lett to be buile 
upon ; where twenty- three tenements may he creilcd, with 
gardens ; and a fircet may he tut through for lite better 
accommodiiion of the buildings." 

The Foriag/ is fpoken of ai a playbonfe of confiderable 
file, in the prologue to The lliaiin^ 17;:,', a comedy which 
Was acted there, ;trr ■ 1 printed in tlill : 

.t A roaring girl, wliofe notes till now ne'er were, 
it Shall till with lighter ear ™y7l*e B frf." 
See alfo the concluding line) of Shirt cy' J prologue to TTie 
Doubtful Heir, quoted below, 

Howes in his continuation oi Stowr'j Chronicle, p. 1004. 
edit. i6ji. fays, it wis h:irut down in or about the year 
1617. " About foure'ycirCJ after, [i. r. after the burning 
of the Globe] a fay-re llcong new-built play-houfe near 
Golden-lane, called the Fortune, by negligence of a candle 
was cieane burnt to the ground, but fhoitly after re-built 
Tar fairer." He is, however, tnifllken as to the time, for 
it was burnt down in December, i6si. as I learn irom a 
letter in Dr. Hitch's collrflion in the Mufeum, from Mr. 
John Chamberlain to Sir Dudley Carleton, dated Dee. t5. 
1621. in which is the following paragraph. : " On funilay 
night here was a great fire at The fortune, in Golding-lane, 
tlie iirfl play lioufc in this .(own. It was quite burnt duwne 
in two hours, and all their apparell and play-books lod, 
■whereby ibofe poore companions arc quite undone. There 
were two other lioufes 011 fire, but with great labour and 
danger were fayed." MSS. Birch, 417$, It does not appear 
whether this writer, by " thejfrjf play-houfe in this town," 
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frequented by citizens.* There we're however, but 
fix companies of comedians ; for the playhoufe in 
Blacfcfriars, and the Globe, belonged to the fame 
troop. Befide thefe (even theatres, there were for 
fome time on the liankiidc three other publick 
theatres; The Swan, The Raft, 1 and Tht Hojie: ! but 
The Hope ben g life. I thiclly as a bear- garden, and 
The Swan and The Rojr having fallen to decay early 

mean I the firfl in point of G/c or dignity, or the oldtfl. I 
doubt raucli ofiti being the oldeli, though that is tl) c obviouj 



meaning of the words, and though Maitland lia.-i alFcned it: 
becaufc I have not found it mentioned in any of the trails 
relative to lilt itagc, written in tht middle of Elizabeth's 
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that fome bcrc perhaps would have it, yet think that the 
author bath therein obferved a fpecial dtcoririn, the place 
btiiif; as dirty as SmMJie/il, and as linking every whit. " — 
Indvitian to Barlkeiontm Fair. 

It appears from an old pamphlet entitled Hcihr.<Ts ttagUCT, 
printed in quarto in i63s. that The Hope was oecalionally tiled 
11 abear-gardeu, and that 7 lie Swan was then fallen into decay. 
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in King jamcs's rci^n-, tjicy ought, not to be enume- 
rated with [be other regular theatres. 

AH tlic eflr-bli Hied theatres tliat were open in 
i5i)8. were either without the tiiy of London or 
in liberties. ' 

It appears from the office-book ' or Sir Henry 

* Sunt pcrro Londini, d/r.i Hriem, thcalra aliquot, in 
quibu. hil'noncs Anpli count Wis k trjccdias finjulis fere 
dirbtu, it] magiu h "minum Ire.aieiui.i a^uit ; tjuis variis ctiam 
lalt-rih.iib.is. fumffimaadMbiumufica, m> E no cum popoli 
ap| lufu finiri ioletit." Hcntancri Ilmtrsriim, 4(0. l3gS. 
p. l3«. 

' tor thriifV of this very curious arirl valuable manufcrlpt 
I am jndtbted 10 Francis Ingram, of Ribbisford near Beic-diey 
hi WorcchVrlhire, hfq. Deputy Remembrancer in the Court 
Of Exchequer, li has lately been found In the fame old cbeft, 
which contained the nMnsfcript Mimnirs of Lord Herbert of 
Chrrbury, from which Mr, Walpole about twenty ycars'ago 
primed the 1 lie of that nobleman, who was. elder brother to 
Sir 1 lenry Hirbert. 

1 he hrll Maile r of the Revels in the reign cf Queen Eliza- 
beth was I luiiu ia limber, whole patent palled the great feal 
Jan. l8. [5tSo-]. It ii printed in Rymer's Taitta. H11 
futcelfor, Edmund Tilncy, obtained a grant of this office 
(the retrrlion nl which John Lily, [he dramatick pocl, had 
long in vain folic itcd.i on the 241b of July, i57g. [as appears 
from j book of pa ten la in the Pclti-ollicc,) and continued in 
pofletfionof it during the remainder of her reipi, and till 
Oclnbcr 1610. about which time he died. This office tor 
near fifty years appears to have been (onlidcrcd as to de- 
niable a place, that it was cii:j Cuticlv fmii'ht for during the 
life of the poirefTor, and granted in reverlion. Kingjamci 
on the e3d of June, i6o3. made a rcverfiouary grant of it 
to Sir George hue, (then George Bue, Efq.) to lake place 
whenever it fhould become vacant by the death, red pil- 
lion, forfeiture, or furrcndei-, of the then pofTeflor Edmund 
THueyiwho, ifl miflake not, was Sir George liuc's maternal 
uncle. Mr. Tiltiey, as I have already mentioned, did not 
die till the end ol ihe year 1610. and fhould f«m 10 have 
executed ihe dulieb oftlic oflicc lo the bit ; for his executor. 
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Herbert. Matter of the Revels to King James the 
Sirft, and tlic two i'uee ceding kings, that very foon 

as I learn from one of the Liiim booki in the Exchequer, 
received in the year 1611. ISol. iSs. 3d. due 10 Mr. Tilney 
on tlic lalt day of the preceding October, for one year's cx- 
pencci of olficc. In ilic edition of Camden's Blilaania, printed 
in folio in 1C07. Sir George Due is ealled Mailer of the 
Revels, 1 fuppofc from Us having obtained the reserGon of 
tliat place: for fropi what 1 have already Hated he tould 
not have been then in polldhon of it. April 3. lGia. Sir 
John A ft ley, one of the gentlemen of tile privy-chamber, 
obtained a rcverlionary grant of this office, 10 take plate 
011 the death, &c. of Sir George Bite, aj Ben Jonfon, th« 
poet, obtained a fimilai grant, October 5. 1641. to take 
place oil tlic death, 8cc. of Sir John Aftley and Sir 
George Rue. 

Sir George Euc came into poflefliqn of the office abnut 
November 1610. and held it till the end of the year iGsi. 
when, in confequenct of III health, he rcCgned it to King 
James, and Sir John Aftley fucceeded him. How Sir Henry 
Herbert got poffeffion of thi.i oifice originally 1 am unable 
to afecrtain ; but I imagine Sir John Aftley for a valuable 
conlidcratton .ippnimed'him Uh Jrjulj, in Anguft l6i3. at 
which time, toufcSlrHcnrv's own words, he " waa iceiuid 
as Mailer of the Revels by 'his Majelty at Wilton -, " and in 
the warrant-hooks of Philip tarl of Pembroke, now in the 
Lord Chamber Lin's cilice, trotaimn;; waiiatus, orders, fcr. 
between the years )Gs5 and 164s, be it eonftantly llylcd 
Matter of llic Revels. If Sir John Aftley had formally re- 
fgned or furreiidercd his office, EenJonfon, in confequence 
of the grant obtained in the year iGii. muft have fuccecded 
lo it; hut lie never derived any emolument from that grant, 
for Sir John AMIey, as 1 find from the probate of his will, 
in the prerogative office, (in width it is obftrvable that he 
calls himfelf Miffler of the Retell, though both the duties and 
emoluments of the office were then exertlfed and enjoyed 
by another,) did not die till January t63g-40. above two 
years after ihe poet's death. To make liii tide Itill more 
feeure, Sir Henry Herbert, In coniunflion with Simon Thel- 
wall v Efq. Augull as. l6st). obtained a rcverlionary grant 
of this, much, iought-fur office, 10 take place 011 thv death, 
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after our pod's death, in tlic year lG;^. there were 
but five principal companies of comedians in Lon- 

furrenrftr. See. of Sir ^joliu Afllcy and Benjamin lonfon. 
Sir Henry held i!ie oiiiec for lifts- yean, though dining the 
usurpation lie ccnld not cxercife the functions nor enjoy 
tile emoluments of it. 

Sir George Bnc wrote a" exprefs trcatife as lie lias hlmfelf 
told uj, on the fl^cc and on rcveli, which is unfortunately 
lolt. Previous to die exhibition of evciy play, it wai 
liteufcd by the Miller of the Reveli, who had an elfab- 
lifhid (to oo.thc occaGon. If evrr thciefore tbe Office- 
boolu ol Mr. 'lilney and Sit Cco'ge, Rac Ibali be Innod, 
they will alien,;-, |'..ecil\ly ihi cf lonologkai ordc ■ of a!l 
tbe pUy» written by ShaUpcaie i and either confirm ot 
overturn a I) Item in lorminE which I bjve taken fame 
paint. Having however found many of my ion|ciluie» con- 
limed by Sit Henry Herbert) mjnufcipt. I have nu realon 
to augur ill concern in;; the event. Ihould lite rcgilleri of 
lib prcdecelfars cvtr be difcovercd. 

The regular Hilary of this ofiicc wai but ten pounds a 
year -, but, by lees and other petquiiitcs, the emolument* 
of Sir George Rue in the iirll year lie came into poffcfhoii 
of it, amounted to near tool. The ollicc afterwards became 



Having mtntiomi] s.rt: il i-m.tn, I take this opportunity 
of corrrcling an error into which Anthony Wood has fallen, 
and which has been implicitly adopted in the new edition, 
of Bhgraphia Btitannica, and many other books. The error 
I ajlude to, Is. that this Sir George Bnc, who Wat knighted 
at Whitehall by King James the day before hi* coronation, 
July l3. iGr>3 was [it c author of the celebrated Hiftory of 
King Richard the Third ; which was written above twenty years 
after bis death, by George Buck, Efj, who was, I fuppofe, 
his fan. The prccife time of the father's death, 1 have 
not been able to nfecrtain, there being no will of hit in 
the prerogative office ; but I have rc:.fon to believe that it 
happened foon after the year iGil. He certainly died before 
Ancuft IU3Q. 

Tbe OHice-book of Sir Henry Herbert contains an account 
of almofi every piece exhibited at any of the theatres from 
Auguft ifi.'j. to the commencement ol the rebellion in 1641. 
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don; the King's Servants, who performed at the 
Globe and in Blackfriars; the Print's Servants, 
who performed then at The Curtain ; the Palfgrave's 
Servants,' who had poll'clfion of the Fortune; the 
players of the Revels, who acted at the Red Hull ; * 
and the Ladv Elizabeth's Servants, or, as they are 
fomcdmes denominates, the Quccn_ of Bohemia's 
players, who peiformoxl at the Codqiit. in Drury- 
. Lane.' 

When Prynnc pnbliflied his Hi>j'o>w>x, (1 633.} 
there were fix playhoufes open ; the dieatre in 

and many carina] anecdote* relative 10 thcm t fnme of which 
.1 Ihill pfefently have occalion 10 qnote. -This valuable 
manufcript hiving lain for a coufiJcrjblc lime i:i a damp 
place, is an Fortunately damaged, and in a very mouldering 
condition, however, no material part of it appears 10 have 
pcrifhed. v „ 

1 cannot conclude this Ioiir note without ackrowlcdeiiig 
the obliging attention ol W. E. Roberts, Efq. Deputy Clerk 
nf the Prlls, which facilitated every fcarch I wilhed to make 
in ,bis olncc, and enabled mn It, afcerain tome of die fails 
above dated. 

' " iGi2. The Pair^vc's ftrvantt. Frank Grace, Charles 

Maffy, Richard Price. Richard Fowlrr, K;.uc, Cutty* 

Crevill." MS. Herbert. Three other name* have perHhed. 
Uf ibefe one mull hive been that of Richard Gunnel, who 
ivaj then the manager of the Fortune theatre ; and anotHcr, 
that of William Cartwrigllt, who was of ihe fame company. 
. * '•TheiuimesoliliecliicfcplaycrsatilieRcdHull, called 
the players of the Ucvelli. Robert Lee, Richard Prrkings, 
Hills Woorth. Tliuiius li;iHc, Jolin lllany, John Cumber, 
W.illiam Robbioa." Ibidem. 

1 " lhc thcifcoi'thcni atlhc Pheenix. Cln illopher Rceflon, 
j-^fepb More, El lard Swanlbn, Andrew Cane. Curtis Gre- 
vill, William Shurlock, Anthony Turner." Ibuien. Eliard 
Swanfion iii 1(142 joined the company at Jiln klrijrs. 

That partol the leaf which contained the lift .>( the kir-g?. 
fcrvauts, and the pcrfonutri at the Curlmi, ii mouldered 
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Blackfriars ; the Globe: the Fortune; the Red 
Lull ; ilit Co:kpit or Hiccnix, and a theatre, in 
Satilimry-court, White- friars.* 

All the plays oi" Shnkfpepre appear to have been 
performed either at The Globe, or the theatre in 
Blackfriars. 1 fliall therefore confine my inquiries 
principally to thole two. They belonged, as I have 
already obferved, 10 the fame company of come- 
dians, namely iiis. majc Ely's fervants, which title 
they obtained after a licence had been granted to 
them by King James in i(io3. having before diat 
time, 1 apprehend, been called the fervants of the 
Lord Chamberlain. Like the other fervants of 
the ho life bold, the performers enrolled into this 
company were fworn into office, and each of them 
was allowed four yards ofbailard Icarlot for a cloak, 
and a quarter of a yard of velvet for the cape, 
every fecond year. 7 

'■ It lias been repeated again and again tint Prynnc enu- 
merate* fcvmttm playhout'es in London in liis time; but 
ill is is a mlilakc ; he txprefi!v lavs tliat [litre were only 
Jix, (fee his Epifile Dcdicatoiv.) ='"d (he oilice-baok ofSir 

Mi^Dodfity s.m oiii.Ts Lave i.illen into this miftake of 



Stowe, wlio mentions that hvxt-tn i5jo'aii(l i63o fevenlecn 
plr.jlioufes wire built, in whicb number however he includei 
live inns lilrned into playhoufes, and St. Paul's rmging- 
fehool. He does not l»y that they were all open at the 
fame time. — A late writer carries the matter ft ill fnrther, 
and aiferts that it appears from Rymcr's MSS. in the Mu- 
fetttn that there were txoeni)-thrie playhoufes at one time 
open in London ! 

' "There are to Egnify unto your lordfhip til majediei 
pleafhre, that you caufe 10 be delivered unto his majedies 
players whofe names follow, vil. John Hcmailngs, John 
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The theatre in BlackfriarB was Gloated near the 
preletu Apothecaries-hall, in the neighbourhood 
of which there is yet Ptaykotifc-fard, not, far from 
which the theatre probably flood. It was, as has 
been mentioned, a private houfe; but what were 
the diftinguifhiug marks of a private playhotife, it 
is not eafy to afcertain. We know only that it 
was fniallcr* than thofe which were called ptiblick 
theatres ; and that in the private theatres plays were 
ufually presented by candle-light.' 

In this theatre, which was a very ancient one, 
the Children of the Revels occafmnally per formed.* 

Lowtn, Jofeph Tavlor, Richard Robinfon. John Shank, 
Robert Ketifield, Richard Hi.irp, tlurd Swanlcm, Thomas 
Pollard, Anthony Smith, Thomas Hobbcs, William Pen, 
George Vernon, and James Home, 10 each of ibem the 
feveral allowance of foi.re yardei of bafWdc fcirlel for a 
clojke, and a quarter of a varde of crimfon velvet for tlic 
napes, it bein; [lie ufnal allowance S raunted uimd them by 
his majelly every fecond yearc, and due at Eafler lafi paft. 
For the doine, whereof tl.tis [ball be your warrant. May 
Gili. iGscj." MS. in ImJ CUwbttl-iiiCi Ojjue. 

* Wright, 'lis Hijl. I lift' ma. inform- us. tliai'ihe theatre 
!n Btactfrhrs, the Ccckfit, and that In Sa'iJhuryCour!, were 
exactly alike both In form and (lie. The imallnel's of the 
lallcr is afcertained by tlxfe lines io an epilogue to Tallin, 
liam Court, a comedy by Tv-bbcs, whith was ailed there; 

ii When others' HUM room- with nr^r-fl difil.iii ye, 
11 My little houfe with thanks (hall entertain ye. 
» "All the city looked like a frivalt plaj-ltuft, when the 
winnows art cfopt ilovine, ii if fume uaBarnal and dilmal ya- 
gedy were prefenily 10 be ailed." Ileiker'i Siren Deadly 
Sinnti of London, 1606. Sre alfo iiifi-ria Hijrionha. N 

* Many pieces were performed by thrm in tlii- theatre 
before litio. Sometimes tiicy pcrformi-ii entire pieces; at 
others, they rcprefintcd fuch young tluracltrs as are found 
in many of our poet's plays. Thus wc rind Nat. Field, John 
Underwood, and William Oilier, among the children ot the 
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II is faid in Camden's Annals of the reign' of 
King James the Villi, dial the theatre in Btackfriars 
fell down in the year i6j3. and that above eighty 
jierfons, were killed by the accident; but he was 
inilniformed. 1 The room which gave way was in 

Re.els, who represented fevtwl of Ben Jonfon'. comediei at 
ibe Blackfriar* in the earlier pu t of King James's r ei R n, and 
alio in the lift' of ihe ador* of our author's plays prefixed to 
ihrfrll folio, poblifhed in i6a3. They bad then become men. 

Lily's Ccmpeljit »U ailed at the theatre in Blackfriar* in 
15S4. and nuCoft iiAUtrii, by lien Jonfon, was primed in 
ifioo. as afled by il.c i&UJrtn n/ Blnck-frins. Some of the 
children of the Retell alio acted occauonally at the theatre 
in Wtiiterrun ; lor we find J H-otnoVj a' IClo/AereM*: per- 
formed by them at ibst theatre in lGiB. Probably a certain 
number of tbtfe- children were appropriated 10 each ofjlicfe 
theatre*, and inftrufled by die elder performers in their art 1 

adore- 111 a ma 11 uft rip t in the loiiti- Templr, K» 5l5. 
V'>!. VII. entitled " A booke tqtueyning fenral particulars 
with relation to the king* Fervaim. puiiions, warrants, 
billt, See, and fuppofed to he a copy of fomc pari of the 
Lord Chamberlain of the Hou|hold's book in or about the 
year 'iGss." I find " A warrant In the lipid- of lice [dated 
July Sib. jfian.) for 11 privic i.a't- li>r bis ui.ijiMici UctnGiip 
of Robert Lee, Richard Perkins, tllii Woortli, Thnmia 
Batfe, John lllany, John. Cumber, and William Robbin*, 
late coinedjatl. of Qtieeo Anne deccafed, to triignf (fold™* 
in the qvditU W «, rcijt cj yU;ing comedies, hUlorics, in- 
terlude., morals, pallorals, Itage-plaiei, and filch like, as 
welt for the foliate and plcafnrc of his majrfUe, as for the 
boncll recreation of fucli as [hall dcf.rc to fee litem ; to be 
called by the name of 77. e Children of Ihi Rtoth ; — and 
to he drawne in fi.rli a manner and forme «r katk been vjtd 
in tlhcr Ijctnjti cj thai Undi." Thele very perfons, we have 
feeu, were ihe company of the Reveli in l6ii. and were 

' " i6s3. Ex oceafu domSs fceniea- apud Black-frier I 
Lotidin't, Si pti f .niL f;n it.oiks iiecamur," Camdcui Amulet 
ttb mmo lGo3 ad annum ibs3. 410. 1691. p. 8a. That tins 
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a private boufc, and appropriated to the ftrvice of 
religion. ■ - 

1 am unable to afcertairj at what ti,me the Globe 
theatre was built. Hen unci has alluded to it as. 
exifting in i5g8.. though he does not exprefsly mcn- 
tiou it. * 1 believe it was not built long before the 
year 1 5^0. * It was D mated on the Bankfitfe, (the 
fouthem fide of the rivtr Thames,) nearly oupou.te 
to Friday- ft re et, Chcaplitle. It was an hexagonal 
wooden building, partly open to the wtatber, and 

writer was mifiuturincd, appcjri from an old trail, printed 
in the fame year in wliich the accident happened, call- 
tied. A IVotA oj Comfort, «r a tij^nt io nl -if:,hir the Ult la- 
mentable actidinl of the fill of a Room at a Cilliolitk ferinon 
in the Bhri-fiien, Li:i,im, \therthy about fuur-icore pirfeni 
Witt oppriffiJ, 4 io. is3. 

Sec nlfo vttlcs prefixed lo a phiy called Tht Qvttn, pub- 
liOied by Alexander Congo e, (probably the Coo of Robert 
Coughr, one of tbe ailrrs in SliakS'ix.-an-'s'r.umpiiriy,) In l653. 

„ . wc J,tc not fay — 

„ that BlacLfilen we heare, which in ibis a g e 

(i Fell, when it -was a church, rial when aJta S e ; 
u Or that the puritans that once dwelt there, 
i< Prayed and thriv'd, though the play-houfe were fo 

Camden had a paralytic* nrpke' on the 18th of Augnfl 

was an upper room in Hunfdon-Houfe, in which the 
French Ambaiiador then dwelt. See Slowc'i Chron. p. io3j. 
edit. I (33 I. 

4 " Non lonce ab una horum iheatrorum, que »Mnia (if its 
/mil, ad Tliimcliri navis ell rcgin, qui: dm> egiegia babel ton- 
clavla," &c. llii. p. l3i. l)y riflwi r«gid be meinj the 
royal barye called the GatMtiJl, See the South View of 
Londotiv J> it appeared in IJiJt). 

' See " The Suit of the Watermen again II the Players," 
in the Works of Taylor the Wkiet-poct, p. i;t. 

Vol. 111. • F 
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partly thatched. 1 When Hertz-net wrote, all the 
Other theatres as well as this were compofed of wood. 

The Globe was a publtck theatre, and of epn- 
fiderablt hie, 7 and there they always acted by dav- 

6 In llie lout; Antwerp View of London in ihe PepyfUn 
Library ai Cambridge, ij ii reprcfem 111011 of tbe Glote 
iheairc, fiom which a drawing waj made by ihc Rev. Mr. 
He:ilcv, and traufuiiticd 10 Mr. Sieevcns. From ibit dratriii" 
Ihll cill W« nude. 




' The Globe, we learn from YV> tght'i Hijioria ttiflrwita, 
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light." On the roof of this and the other publicfc 
theatres a pole ivas creeled, to which a flag was 
aifixea.* Tliefc flags were probably dif|j)aycd only 
during the hours of exhibition; and it Ihould fcem 
from one of the old comedies that they were taken 
down in lent, in which time, during the early 
part oi tving James's reign, plays were not allowcd 
to be reprelented; ' though at a fubfcqueiu period 
this piohibitioii was dil'pcnfed with. 1 

was nearly of the fame fi/.e as the Fortune, which has been 
already defcribed. 

* Hijorie HtfimnUa, 8vo. 1699. p. 7. . 

» So, ill The Curtain-Drawer of the World, i6lB. "Each 
pl.yhoul'e advanceth hit Jtag$e in the aire, whither quiLkly 
at tht waving thereof are i'uramoned whole troops of men, 
women, and children." — A^ain, in A Mad World, n:y MqfltTI, 

a comedy by Middletoii, 1608. " the hait about the 

hit is as good as a JlagVfOa the pole, at a common play- 
hunfc, to waft company.'' See a South View 0/ the Clff of 
London as it appeared ifi i5gt). in which are re)ircfcnlations 
of the Globe and Sawn iheatres. From the words, "a 
lommon play-houfe," ill the paflsge I a A quoted, we may he 
led to liijipofc that Hags wrie not difplavcd on the roof oE 
SUcifikrs, and the other privo.lt playho'ufes. 

This caltoti. perhaps tool, its rife from 1 mifconceplion of 
1 line i.i Ovid : 

which Hrywo,,.!! '., fil, r ,l ;■, i ! ii;. thus tranflates : 

k In thole days from the marble houfe did waive 

" Frum the voo f ' !j\ s the fjine jmhor, tk !u ibing a Roman 
amphitheatre.) fft w a 'loovcr or turret, of esceediu- altitude, 
from which on enjign <f iwed crntwali, ; _ peudrb^ns 
vela iheatro." — The miiioinpt cution might, however, have' 
allien from the ZngHfti cuftom. 

■ " "Tis Lent in your theekli — tittjlag is doom." A mo'i 
World, mjHafitrs, 1 comedy by Middlttoa, ifioS. 

Again, in i-arlc'i Gkonatn, 7th edit. iG3S. "Shrove* 
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rfortncrly conjcfturcd ilir.t The Glolic, though 
hexagonal at die outiide, was perhaps a rotunda 

luefday hce [it /■/iiirpj ft -ires as much as the b.iwdcs, and Lent 
is more dangerous to him than the butchers." 

• [Received] of the King** players (or a Itntn difttn- 
Jalioi, the other company! pramiGng to doc as muche, 441. 
March i3. I(il6. 

" O I John Uentminges, in the name of the Four company!, 
for tolrr,.tinn iii (in- hulyifavrs, 44s. January 1L11S." 

Eilrach frtmlhee'jtt-itik'rfMr Cdjrje line. MSS. Herbert. 

Thefe difpcnfuions did not extend to the fcrnion-dnys, as 
they were then cjllcd ; tint it, Wednefday and Friday in 

After Sir Henry Herbert became polTefTcd of the office of 
lifter of the Revels, fees for pcrmiihou to perform in Lctn 
appear to have been conlUntly paid by each of the theatre*. 
1 hi managers however did not .ihvjyi peviurui plays duiing 
that fcafon. Some of the theatres, patticularly the Red- 
Lull and the Kortunr, were then let to prizc-fightcri, tum- 
blers, anj rope-dancm, who forae times-added a Hafqut to 
the other exhibitions. Thefe fails are afeertained by the 

'• t6as. at Martii. For a prife at ihe Red-Btill, for trie 
howl'e i tlie fencers would give nothing, los. 1 " MSS. Aftlcy. 

" From Mr. Gunnel, [Manager ol the Fortune.] in the 
name of the dancers of the ropes for Lent, this ib March, 
1634. £\: 0. o. 

From Mr. Gunnel, to alluivc of a Maffut lor the dancers 
of the ropes, this 19 March, £s. o. o." 

We fee here, by the way,- that Mkncefmv!, which was 
exhibited in 163;. (was not as Dr. liurnty fuppofei in his 
ingenious H$»rj tfMvfirk, Vol. III. p. 3S5.) tlie firf! mafrjue 
exhibited oil the public k flagc, 

" From Mr. Biagravc, in the name of the Cockpit com- 
pany, for this Lent, this 3oth March, 1614, ft. o. O." 

" March ao. 1C20. From Mr. Hemmiugei, ior this Lent 
■llnwufit, {2. 0. o." MSS. Heiben. 

Prynne takes notice of this relaxation hi his Hiflritmajllx^ 
410. x633. "There are none fo addicted to II age-play ty, 
but wht 11 (hey go unto places where they cannot have them, 
or when as tdcy ate Jupprcticd by publike authority, (as in 
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Within, and that it mi^ht have derived its name 
from its circular form. 4 But, though the part ap- 
propriated to the audience was probably circular, 
1 now believe that the houfe was denominated only 
from lis fign ; which was a figure of Hercules [up- 
porting the Globe, under which was written, Tolas 
mundus agit hijlrionm.* This theatre was burnt 
down on the agth of June, i(ii3. * but it was 

times or pcfliltnee, and in Lint, till new »/ faff,) can well 

* " Aricr thefe" (fays Heywnod, fpeakinif, of- the build- 
ings at Rome, appropriated to feenkk exhibitions,) thty 
compofed others, but diilirin™ in fijim ftoio ihe theatre or 
amphitheatre, and every fuch was called circus; the flame 
ghMlle, and merely round." ApoL?gy for Alien, 161S. 
See affo our authors prolapuc lo King Henry V: 

ti Wtihui this wooden 0," Sec. 

But as we find in the prologue to MarHou's Antonio's 
Revenge; which was ailed by the Children of Paul's in 1609. 

u If any fpirlt breathe* u iihiu this roujirf, " 

no inference rci'pecling the denomination of the Globe can 
be drawn' from this exprcifion. 

1 Stow* informs us, that " the allowed Stewhoufcs [an- 
tecedent to the year 1 i 4 S ] had kgnes on their frontei towards 
the Thames, not hanged out, but painted 011 the walles -, ai' 
a Boarcs head. The Crofs Kcj'es, The Cunne, The Cafllc, 
TheCrane, The Cardinals Hat, The Bell, The Swanne," Sec. 
Survey of Landau, 410. lGo3. p. 409. The houfes which eon- ■ 
tinned to carry on the fame trade after the ancient and 
privileged edifices had been put down, probably were 
dilUuj;uifhcd by the old iigns [ and the lign of the Globe, 
which theatre was in their neighbourhood, was perhaps, 
in imitation of them, painted on its wall. 

' The following account of this accident is given by Sir 
Henry Wotton, in a letter dated Jrily 3. t6i3. Reliq. Wettan. 
p. 4a5. edit. l6S5. " Now to let matters of Hate Ikep, I will 
entertain you at the prefent with what hath hippened this 
week at the Banks fide. The Kingi Players had a new play 
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rebuilt in iV.c following year, and decorated with 
ihotc ornament than h;nf been originally bellowed 
upon it. * , 

called All h Irue, icprcreniinc fnnic principal pieces of the 
reign ol Henry the t.ighth, whii.il was fct forth with many 
extraordinary i inutn fiances of pomp anil majeflyj even 10 
the mailing of the flage; the knights of [lie order With 
their Georges and C^rifT, the guards iviili thiir imhroidered 
coals, and ihc lik< : iuffnieni in truih within a while to make 
gri-aimfs very Lmiiiar, if not riciii nlous. Now king Henry 
making a Mafinu at the Cardinal Wolfrys houfc, and certain 
cannons being (hot off at hit entry, fome of the paper ot 
other fluff, whtrwith one of them was Hopped, diil light an 
the thatch, where bung thought at firfl but an idle fmonk, 
and their eyes more 1 tlea live 10 the (how, it kindled inwardly, 
and rati round like a tr.in, confirming within lefl than an 
hour the whole houfe 10 the very ground. This was the 
fatal period of ihat virtuous fahrick, wherein yet nothlnedid 
perlfh bul uood and Jlrow, and a few forlaken cloaks." 

frum a letter oF Mr. John Chamberl aim's to Sir Ralph 
Winwood, lined July 8. l6i3. in which this accident ii 
likewifc mentioned, we learn that this theatre had only 
two doors. » UJie burning of the Globe or phytanic on 
the Hankfide on St. Peter's day cannot cfcspc you i which 
fell out by a peal of clumbers, [that 1 know not upon 
what occafion were lo be tifed in the play,) the tatnphi or 
flopple of one ol them lighting in the thatch that covered 
the houfe, burn'd it down to the ground in lefs than two 
hours, with a Jut I! i r>g- ho-iit iidji-; niiig ; ami it was a great 
lrurvJtlc and fair £racr of God that the people had fo little 
harm, having but Iwo nnrr<-,.i lijan to get out." Winwood'i 
McnuTtalt, Vol. III. p. 469 Not a fingle life was loll. 

In i6i3 w.is entered on the Stationers' books: A doleful btl- 
lad of ihe genual con/lagralion ■>/ the Jamam theatre on the Hank- 
jidt, called Ihe Globe. I have never, met with it. 

* See Taylor's Stullet, p.3l. Ep. SS. 
(i As gold is better that's in Her try'd, 

it So ii ihe Bank-fide Globe, that late was burrt'd; 
•1 For where before it had a thatched hide, 
11 Now to a ftaiely thcator 'tis turn'd," 

Sec alfo Stowe's Chronicle, p. Ioo3. 
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The exhibitions at ihe Globe Teem to have been 
calculated chiefly for the lower clnfs of people; 7 
' ikok at Blackfriars, for a mote fclc&aud judicious 

1 The Clobr theatre, behi£ contiguous lo the Star-Garden, 
■when the fports of the latter were over , ilic fame fpeCutors ' 
probably referred to the former. The audiences at the Hull 
and il,e ruTlnne were, it may be; prefuraed, of a clafi dill in- 
ferior lu iliai of Chit. The Utter, being the theatre of 
his majefly'i fervants, tnnH m-c : (I-ji II y have bad a fuperior 
dcijrcc of reputation. At all of them, however, it appears, 
tbat noife and fhew were what chiefly attracted an audience. 
Out author fpeaks in Hamlet of " btraUling ihe common [i. c. 
the jiublUh] tlieatres. See alfo A Prologue t'poken by a com- 
pany of players who bad fcccdcd from ihe Fortune, p. 188. 
n. 4. from which we leant that the performers at that theatre, 
" to JpHt the ears ff groundlings," ufed "to tear a pajfton to 
tatters." 

In Come vcrfes addreffed by Tbomas Carew to Mr. [after- 
Wards Sir William^ D'Avenant, "Upon his excellent Play, 
Tit Juft Italian," t63o. I find a limilar character of the Bull 

si Now noife prevails -, and he is lax'd for drowth ' 
it Of wit, that with the cry fpcndi not his mouth.— 

„ thy Itrongfancies, raptures of the brain 

it Drefs'd in poctick names, they entertain 
«. As a hold impious reach ; for they'll flill flight 
it All tbat exceeds Rei> Bull and Cacibh flight. 
11 Tbefc are the men in crowded heaps that throng 



The true brood of a Hers were the performers at BltutfiiaTl, 
where The lUliaa wat afled. 

See alfo if"** Ctrehjt ShcphcJtJs, reprcfented at Sililbury- 
court ; 4to. iG56. 

ii And I will haiku to the money-box, 
it And take my J/Mling out again ; — 

. . F 4 
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audience. "This appears from the following pro- 
logue to Shirley's Doubtful Heir, which is inicried 
among Ins poems, printed in 16411. with this title: 

" Prologue at the Glorf, , to his Comedy called 
The Doubtful Heir, which (liquid have been prc- 
fented at tkt Blackfriars. ' ', 

(t For Ms mciidi:m. The ISar.tfU,, he knows, 
(i H Far more IkilFul at iJ.e ebbs and flows 
it Of water than of wit; lie ilid not mean 
ii Lor the elevation of your poles, this fcene. 
ti No fiiewi, — no dance. — and what you mod delight in, 
k Crave underftanders,* liere's 110 target- lighting 
it Upon the fiiye -, all work for cutleri barr'd ; 
ti No bawdry, nor no ballads ; — this rocs hard ; 
11 Put lanpuige clean, and, what affefls you not, 
11 Without imp nihilities the plot ; 
' ti'No clown, 110 fipiibs, ni devil in't. — Oh now. 
K You fquirrels that want null, what will vou do ? 
11 Pray do not cratk the benches, and we 'may 
n Hcrcnftcr lit your palates with a play, 
t! Eut yen ili.it can ccuiroift yr.urlelvci, and fit, 
ii As you were now in the BUckfrian pit, 
(i And will not deaf us with lewd uoif; and tongues. 




part of the rir-.ui'c which we now tall the pit; which being 
lower than the Hage, Shirley calls them under ilanders. In 
the private playhnui'es, it appears iroin the fubfequent lines, 
there were Teats in the pit. 

Ben Jnufoii has the fame qiiiblile : " — the undcrjlandir.g 
gentlemen of the ground here." 
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ii EccntiF- we have no heart to break 41ft -Twigs, 
ti Will pardon our .vafl (hge, ami not diffract 
11 This play, meant for your pcrFons, not the place." 

The Fupcrior difcemmcm of the Blackfriars au- 
dience may be likewife collected from a paffagc in 
the preface prefixed by He rain ge and Condcll to 
the firfi folio edition of our author's works: " And 
though yon be a magiflratt of wit, and fit on the 
flage at Blaekfriers , or the Cockpit, to arraigne 
plays, dailie, know theft plays have had their trial 
already, and flood out all appcalcs." 

A writer already quoted 1 informs us that one of 
tliefe theatres was a winter, and the other a fummer, 
houfc.' As the Globe was partly expofed to the 
weather, and they afted there ufually by clay-light, 
it appeared to me probable (when this Effay «'as 
originally pnblifhed) that this was the fummer 
theatre; and I have lately found my conjecture con- 
firmed by Sir Henry Herbert's Manufcript. The 
king's company ufually began to play at the Globe 
in the month of May. The exhibitions here feem 
to have been more frequent* than at Blackfriars, 

» Wrl^t. 

' His account [J confirmed by a paEi^c in an old pamph- 
let, eotitled Holland's Leaguer, 410. ]63s. "She was mofl 
taken with the report, of three (.mien:; :u;:p!iy theaters, which. 
Hood fo neere Ctuated, thai her eye mi^hl take view of 
them from her lowell turret. One was tit CoMhml of the 
World, beeanfe halfe the jet re a world oF beauties anil brave 
fpirits reforted unto it. The other was a building of ex- 
cellent Hope ; and though wild bcafls and gladiators did raofl 
poffcffe It." Sec. 

1 KingLear, in the litlc-pageofthc original edition, printed 
in 1608. is raid to have been performed by bis majeftici fcr- 
vauts, play-ing ajually at the Glebt on the BankGdc. — See alfo 
the licence granted by Kiug James in iGo3. " and the 



74 HISTORICAL ACCOUNT 



till the year 1C104 or ]6o5. when the Bankjidt ap- 
pears to have become lefs fafhionablc , and lefs 
frequented than it formerly had been. 1 

Many of our ancient drama tick pieces (as has 
been already obferved) were performed in the yards 
of carriers' inns, in which, in the beginning oF 
Queen Elizabeth's reign, the comedians, who then 
iirft linked thcmfelvcs in companies , erected an 
occafional flage.' The form of thefe temporary 
playhoufcs fecms to be prefcrved in our modern 
theatre. The galleries, in both, are ranged over 
each other on three fides of the building. The 
fmall rooms under the Icwell of thefe galleries an- 
fwer to our prefent boxes ; and it is obfervable that 

faid comedies, tragedies, &c. — to tbew — as veil within 
their now ufval houfc called iht Gltbe, — ." No mention is 
made of their theatre in Ittackfriati ; from which circum- 
flance I fufpcfl that antecedent to that time our poet's com- 
party played only at the Globe, and purchafed the Black- 
friars theatre afterwards. In the licence granted by King 
Charles the Firll to John Hemiogc and his afiociatcs in the 
year )6a5. they an authoriied 10 exhibit playj, fee. " as 
well within thefe tuo their molt ufual houfes called the Globe 
in the county of Snriey, and their priiate houfes Etuate 
within the precind of the BUtlfrytn, — as alfo," Sec. Had 
they pofleflcd the Elackfriars theatre in i6o3. it would pro- 
bably have been mentioned in the former licence. In the 
following year they certainly had poflcflion of it, for 
Marllon'i Muleconlenl was ailed there in 1604. 

' See The Werti of Taylor the Water-poet, p. iff.. 

* Flectno, In his Short Dipmirfi of the Englijh Slagt, pub- 
lifted in 1G64. fays, fome remains of thefe ancient theatres 
were at that day to be fecn in the inn-yards of the Croft- 
leys in Gracechurch-Hreet, and At Bull in BiQiopfgate-ilrcct. 

In thefevcotcen playhoufcs creeled between the years 1570 
and l63o. the couthuator of Stowe's Chronicle reckons "five 
ir.na or common efltria turned into play-houfes." 
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thcfc, even in theatres whkh were built in a fob- 
fa (411 em period cNprcisly for dramaikk exhibitions, 
flill ictaiucd iheir old name, and arc frequently 
called rooms* by our an ient writers. The yard 
beats a fuffkient refemblance to the pit, as at pre- 
fent in ufe. We may fuppofe the (lage to have 
been railed in this area, on the fourth fide, with its' 
back to the gateway of the inn, at which the money 
for admifuon was taken. Thus, in fine weather, 
a playlioule not incommodious might have been 
formed. 

Hence, in the middle of the Globe, and I fuppofc 
of the other fiublick theatres, in the time of Shak- 
fpcare, there was an open yard urarea,' where the 

' StC a prologue 10 // this be flol a geed Play, the Demi 
•.U i'i il, quoted in p. 77. n. 5. Tliefe rooms appear to 
hive been fometim^ employed. In the infancy of llie Rage, 
for ihe pnrpofes of Gallantry. " Thefe plays " (fays Slrype 
in lib additions tr. Stowe's Wrj) being commonly utted 
011 fundjjs and fcllivals, 'die churches were forfaken, and 
the play-honfes thronged. Great inns were ufed for this 
purpolV, which hadfetret chambers and places as well as 
open ftagci and galleries. Here maids and good citizens' 
children were inveigled ami allured to private unmeet con- 
ic, .Is." He is fpcaking of the year 1374. 

* " In the piay-houl'es at London, it is the fafhion of 
yontlies to go firll into the farde, and to carry tlicir eye 
through every gallery, tlicn like unto ravens, when they 
fpy the carton, thither thev (lye, ami prtfs as near to the 
faireft ai tdey cm." Flap confuted in Fiot federal Afiiem, 
by Stephen GofTon, i5So. Again, In Dcrke/s Gull Hornc- 
bookc, 1609. The llage, like time, will bring you to moll 
pcrieci light, and lay you open ; neither are you to be 
hunted from the DC e, though jcrtr-tTO&cs in the jard hoot 
at vou, hifsatyou, fpli at you." So, in the prologue to an 
old comedy called The His has iijl kit Pearl, 1614. 
11 We may be pelted off for what we know, 
it With apples, eggs, or Hones, irom theft below." 
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common people flood to Tec tbc exhibition ; from 
which circumftaiice they are called by our author 
groundlings, andby Benjonl'un "tbc mtdtrflanding 
gentlemen of the ground." 

The galleries, or Jcajfolds, as they are fomctiines 
called, and that part of the houfe which in private 
theatres was named the pit,' ieem to have been at 
the fame price; and probably in houfes ol. reputa- 
tion, fuch as tlit Globe, and that in Bluckfrian, the 
price of admiffion into thofe pans of the theatre 
was fixpence, * while in fome meaner playhoufes it 

Sec alio the prologue !o The Doubtful HllT, ante, p. 7». 
it — - — and what von mull delight in, 
u Grave unitrjlaniert, — " 

♦ The pit Dr. Percy fuppofei to have received its name 
from one of the play-houfes liavinK been formerly a ctck-pit. 
This account of the term, however, fectns lo 'be fomewhat 
queftionablc. The place where ihe feats are ranged iu 
Sc. Mary's at Cambridge, is (till called the pit; and no one 
can fufpect that venerable fabrick of having ever been a 
eack-pit ; or that the phrafe was borrowed from a playhoufc 
to lie applied to a church. A pil is a place low in its 
relative fituaiion, and fuch is the middle part of a theatre. 

Shakfpeare himfcif ufes uck-fit to cxprefs a fmall confined 
fiiuation, without any particular reference -. 
,i Can this cock-pit hold 

« The vafly fields of France, — or may wc cram, 
(t Within this wooden O, the very cafques 
•( That did affright the air at Agincourt i 1 " 
» See an old collection of tales, entitled. Wits, Fill, and 
Fancies, 410. l5g5. "When the great man hadrcad the adlors 
letter, he prefenlly, In aufwere to i(, took a fiieet of paper, 
and folding Jizptr.ct in it, fealed it, fubferibed it, and fent it 
lo his brother ; intimating thereby, that though li is brother 
had vowed not in feven years to fee him, yet he for his fl\jitnce 
could come and fee him upon the flape at his pleafure." 

So, in the Induction to The .Wujnelitt Lady, by Ben Joit- 
fon, which was firfl reprefentedin October, i63j. "Not tie 
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was only a penny,' in others twopence.* The price 
of admiUion into the bed rooms or boxes, 1 was, I 

frees or grounds of your people, that fit in the oblique 
caves and wedges of your houfe, your Bnlul ftxptnnj mt- 
ihankki." 

Sec below, Verfei addretfed to Fletcher - on his Faithful 

Shtphtrdcfs. 

That there were ft> penny places at the Blsrhfriars phyhoufc, 
appears from the epilogue to Mayuc's City Male!:, which was 
■tied at that theatre in 1 1>37 - being liceufed oil the 17th of 
November, in that year : 

i< Not that he fears his name can AilFer wrack 
it From them, who fixpmct pay, and lixpeace crack; 
( l To filch he wrote not, though fomc parts have been 
« So like here, that they to theinfelves came in." 

' So, In Wit without Mane;, by Fletcher: " break in 

at play! like prenticea for three a groat, and crack nuts with 
the fcholari in ptnuj rooms again." " 

Again, in Decker's Huh Hornebooke, 1609. "Your ground- 

Aijaiu, in 7/ii.v!j,-.i. UnU'iari', where .a Man may be very 

ti Will you Hand fjitmliii:; vtur invention's treafure 
ti To teach Itige-parrotJ {peak for penny pleafure ?" 

4 " Pay thy Iwt-pmct to a player, 111 this gallery you may 
fit by a harlot." Betl-man'i Night-wall, by Decker, ]6ifi. 

Again, in the prologue to The Wamin-hatir, by Beaumont 

and Fletcher, 160J. " to the utter difcomfinirc of all 

faio-f tatty gallery men." 

Jt appears from a paffage in The Ruar'ingGirl, a comedy hy 
Middle tod and Deikir, 1611. that there was a Uoa-ptnnj 
gallery in the For/wie playhoufe : " One of them is fiip ; [ 
took l.im once at the two-ptisnj gtltttj at tit Ftrlunt." See 
alto above, p. 71. n. 7. 

1 The boxes in the iheatre at Blaclfriars were probably 
final], and appear to have been enchfed in the fame manner 
as at pre Tent. See a letter from Mr. Garrard, dated January 
e5. i835. Straff.' Lttttri, Vol. I. p. 5n. "A little pique 
liappeoed betwixt the ilnkc of Lenox and the lord cham- 
bcrlain, about a So* at a new play in the BUckfriaTs, of 
which llie duke had got the key ; which if it had come 
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believe, in our author's time, a /hilling; ;* though 



heat or perhaps oilier inconvenience might have happened." 

In the Globe and the other j-alhtt theatre), the boxes were 
of conlidcrablc (iie. See llie prologue lo Ijthis be not a giod 
Pity, the Devil is in it, by Decker, afled at the Red Bull: 

tt Who, whin llie ph:::ic ol" .in impollhum'd brain*, 
■• Broking out, infrAi a theatre, and hotly reigtii, 
14 Killing tin hearer's heat is, that the uajl mams 
11 Stand empty, like l.i mmy dead meti'i tombs, 
<i Can call the banilb'd auditor home," &c. 
Ht Items to be litre d.f.ribiiv; his .11. [,t!>ohi(1 Ecu Jnn Con; 

whole plj'-t were generally performed to a thin audience. 

See Vtrfcs on our author, by Leonard Dirges, Vol. II.j>.3Ng. 
* '■ II lie have but twelr.cbtnce in his pmfc, be will u'ivc 

it lor the bejl room in a playhoufc." Sir Thomas Over- 

bury's ChttraSlcis, 1614. 

So, in the prologue to our author's /.'in;; Henry VIII : 

„ Theft that come to fee 

it Only a (hew or two, and fo at;ree 

ti The play may pafs, if they be ilill and willing, 

K I'll undertake may fee awjy ibcir jailing 

Again, in a copy of Vcrlcs prelixcd to MalTiuger'i Bondman, 

**'u Reader, if you have difburs'd ajl,illitig 
u To fee thil worthy [lory, " 

Again, in the Gull flornebooke, 1G09. " At a new play 
you take up the twtlotptnnj rem next the flage, bersufc tlie 
lords and you may fecm 10 be hail fellow well mi'." 

So late as In the year t658. we End the follnwiue adver- 
tifement at the cud of a piece called The Crtttttf 0/ the Spa. 
niords in Peru, by Sir William O'Avenant: Nor* ithiiand- 
ing tlie great c-:penee tiecelfary to Jctnes and other orn tment*, 
in this entcrtaitimeot, there is Rood proviGon made ol places 
tor a JMlling, and it fhali certainly begin at thr<e in the 
afternoon." 

In The -Scorsfil Lady, which was acled by the children of 
the Revel* at Blackfriars, and printed in 1616, eacand-jix- 
fianf placet arc mentioned. 
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afterwards it appears to have rifen to two (hillings,' 
and half a crown.* At the Blackfriars theatre the 
price of the boxes was, I imagine, higher than at 
the Globe. 

From fcveral pa Gages in our old plays we lcain, 
that fpechuors were admitted on the ft age,' and 
that the criticks and wits of the time ufually fat 
there.* Somewere placed on the ground;* others 

* See the prologue to Tl.e Queen ofArregon, a tragedy by 
Habington, acledatBlacUVU^in Mav, 1G40. 

* Hire we begin, that no man may repent 

II TwoJkW'ngl ttl'd bit time, the author Tent 
11 The prologue, with the errors of his play, 
11 That who will may Like his money, and away." 



Blarlfrim, in November, i63 7 . 

it To them who call't reproof, to make a face, 
(i Who think they judge, when they frown i'the wrong 



- <( He fays," Ice. 
3 See Wit without Mcntj, acomedy, ailed at The Phxnix in 
Drury-lanc before lGso. 

it And who extoll'd you into the halferovin boxes, 
>i Where you might fit and rm^er all the beauties." 
. In the playhoufe called The Hope on the ISankGde, there 
were five dilfaent- priced feats, from fixpence to lialf a crown. 
See the indueliorj to BartMmta Fair, byBcnJonfon, 1614. 

» So, in A mad World Mj .lla/ierj, by Middleton, 160S. 
" The actors have been found in a. morning m lefs com- 
pafs than thiir^a^e, though it were ne'er Jo Jul! of gentlemen." 
See alfo p. 82. n. 8. 

» ,, 10 fair attire the fiagc 

it Helps much ; for if our oiler audience fee 
it Ton on ihe Jiagt depart, before we end, 
(i Our will go with fan all, and we are fools." 
Prologue to All Facts, acomedy, aflcd at Elactfriars, i6o5. 
ti By fitting on the itagc, you have a fign'd patent to 




place, 

it Who, iftiicyfneakenotill 
. 11 They loofe by the play, nor 



III o' the poet, doubt 
or have their luiajldllings out, 
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fat on flools , oF which the price was cither Gx- 
pence,* or a /hilling, 1 according, I fappofe, to the 



you t 2ii hum rlic lingc aitr-r ; ' Decker's Cnl, Home 

beoie, 1609. So alio, in Fletcher'a Quetn of Cerialk : 
!• 1 would not yet be pointed at as he is, 
u For the fine courtier, the woman'i man, 
u Tint Kill my lady limits,' dilFolvea riddle*. 

LHI.er, h c t to her coach, lie) at hit- Jut 
ti AlMcmn majquti." 
From a pallige in J.iug //surj /('. Part I. ii may be pie- 

fumcil that iliii wis uo uncommon practice in private aflcm- 

hlits alfo : 

>i Stic bills you on ih c wanton nifltcs I.iy you down, 

ii And rcll yuur getiilc head upon br.i lap, 

(i And fhe will ling the foiiR that pi Safe lh you,' 1 



placed the young prince in the faint' Gtualion in which 
probably his pairoUi Elfc* and Southampton were often 
feen at ihe feel of fouie celebrate.! beauty. What fbme 
chofe from economy, gallantry might have re com men JcJ 

* " By fitlhg in thejlagl, you may with final 1 cr.fi purcliafe 
the dure acquaintance of the boyts, have a good Jleol l.,r 

Again, ibidem : " Prcfcut not your felfe on the fl.igc, 
feudally at a new play,] untill the quaking prologue — 
is ready to niter; fur then it is lime, as though yon were 
one of the properties, or iliat you diopt of [ i. c. off '] il, e 
hangings, to creep from behind lite arras, wili your tripos. 
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enmmodioufncfs of the fituation. And they were 
attended by pages, who furnilhed them with pipes 
and tobacco, which was fmoked here as well as in 
other pans oi' the houfc* Yet it fliould fcem that 
puifons were differed to fit on the ftage only in the 
private playhotifes, (fnch as Biackfriars, fee. ) where 
the audience was more felefl, and of a higher clafs ; 

or ihtee-ltegtJ finale in one Tut ml, and a ttjlen mounted be- 
tween a fote-fingtr and .vthumbc, in the other." 
1 11 Theft are the mod worm and moll in fafhion 
11 Amount the bever gallants," the noue-riilerj, 
ii The prwatejlagc 's au dicr.ee, and luiclvepennf-Jiooie gentle- 

The Riariag Girl, comedy by Middlclon and Decker, l6ir. 
S", in ihe Induction lo MarhWs Malcconleni, 1604. "By 
God" (lid if you had, 1 would have given you hut fixp nice 
for your flooi." This iherrfore was the loweft rale j and 
the price of the mod commodious ftoola on the flage W3« 
a Jhilling. 

6 " When young Rigtrc joes to fee a play, 
" His pleafure is, you place Sim on thejkagc^ 
" The bcticr to demonftrnte his array, 
" And how be fits attended b) kit page, 
" That only fcrves to fill thofc pipn with Jmoie, 
" For wliieh he pawned hath his riding-cloak. " 

Springes fir Woodcock:, by Henry Parrot, i6i3. 
Again, in Siialttlieia, a collection of Epigrams and Satires, 
i5gS: 

n See yon him yonder who Ctl o'er the P.age, 

it With the tobacco-pipe now at hil mouth?" 
This, however, was accounted " a enftom more honoured 
in the breach than the obfervancc ; " as appears from a 
fdtirical epigram by Sir John Davici, l5go: 

» Who dares affirm that Sylla dares not fight? 

" He that dares lake tobacco on Ihe Jlaec: 

" Dares man a whnore at noon-day through the flreet; 

" Dares dance in Pauli ; " Sec, 



Vol. I1L 



G 



S, ' HISTORICAL ACCOUNT 



and that in the Globe and other pub lick theatres, 
no fuch licence was permitted.' 

The ftage was Itrewed with ruthes, 1 which, we 
learn from Hentzner and Cains de Ephemera, 
was in the time of Shakfpcare the ufual covering 
of floors in England.* On fomc occalions it was 
entirely matted over;* but this was probably very 
rare. The cunain which hangs in the front of the 
prefent ftage, drawn up by lines and pnllies, though 
not a modern invention, ( (or it was ufed by Inigo 
Jones in the mafqnes a^t court,) was yet an appa- 
ratus -to which the fimple mechanifm of our ancient 
theaircs had not arrived; for in them the curtains 
opened in die middle, and were drawn backwards 
and forwards on an iron rod. 1 In fome playhoufes 

7 See the induclion to Marllon's Malerontent, 1604. which 
was ailed by bis majefty's frrvants at Blackfriars : 

It Tyreman. Sir, the gentlemen will be angry if you fit here. 

(i Styi Why, wc may fit upon the fiage at the /iri'uafc houfe. 
Thou dolt not take me for a country gentleman, doll ? Doelt 
thou think I fear hitting? Let them tjiat have (talc fails, In in 
the gall criei, hlfi at me ." 

See alfo The Roaring Girl, by Middleton : " the pri- 
vate JtogSi audience, ." Ante, p. 85. n. 5. 

' " On the very rujhei where the comedy ii to daunce. 
yea, and under the Hate of Cambyfei himfelfe, mult out 
feather'dellridgc, like a piece of ordnance, be planted vali- 
antly, becaufc impudently, healing down the mews and uilfci 
of the oppofed rafcality." Decker's Guh Hcrnebioke. 

» Sec alio lien Jojifon's F.uctj Man out of his Humour, 1600. 
" Fore G — , fweet lady, believe it, I do honour the roe ice ft 
rif/h in this chamber for your love." 

1 See p. ;o. n. C. 

■ The epilogue to Tancred and Gijmund, a tragedy, i5ga, 
concludes thus : 

h Now draw the Curtaines, for our fcene is done." 
Again, in Lad) Alimony, iCHt). "Be your tlagc-ftir/ui/y 
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they were woollen, in others, made of (ilk/ To- 
wards the rear of tlie flage there appears to have 
been a balcony, 1 or upper ftage ; the platform of 

artificially drawn, and fo covertly (hrowded, that the 
fquint-cytd Groundling m:.y not peep in." 

Sec alio a'llage-direilion in The Firjl Da/s Entertainment at 
RatUnd Hauft, by Deeiamaiian and Mujtck, after the Manner of 
Ihe Ancients, hy Sir William D'Avenant, 163S. 

u The long ended, Ihe curlaini are drawn open again, and 
the epilogue enters." 

* See A Pnltgut upon removing of Ihe tale Fortune Players la 
the Bull, by j. Tatham -, Fanciel Theatre, 1640. 
it Here gentlemen out anchor's list ; and we, 
11 Difdaining Fo'lunt'i mutability, 
it Expccl your kind acceptance ; thr- .ve'll Ting, 
11 (Proteflcd by your Imilcj, our -v'cr-fpring,) 
l< As pleafant 31 if we had Hill potted 
it Our [awful portion oul of ForiWj bread. 
K Only w.e would requcft you to forbear 
« Your wonted cudom, banding tile and pear 
11 Againd our curtains, to allure us forth; — 
K I pray, take noiice, thefe arc of more worth; 
tt Pure XabUt J'dk, not worjhd. — We have ne'er 
.< An ador here has mouth enough to tear 
it Language by the eats. This forlorn hope fball be 
it By us lefin'd from fuch grofs injury: 
■ tt And then let yout judicious loves advance 
.< Us to our merits, them to their ignorance." 
- ' SeeNabbcs's Covmt Garden, a comedy, iG3n. 
(i Enter Dorothy and Sufan in the bailout." 
So, in The Virgin Marty, by Mafhugcr and Decker, iGbe, 
" They wbifptrlng hekw. Enter above, Sapritius; — Villi 
himArtemiathepi incefs.Theophilus, Spungius, andHircius." 
And thefe five perfonages fpeak from their elevated fuuition 
during the whole fcene. 

Again, in Murflon's Fatont, 1606. 

" Whilll iheaa [i. e. the muf.cl; between one act and 
another] is a playing, Hercules audTibcrio cntevs; liberio 
climbs the <ree, and is received ttatit by Dulciiuel, Phllo- 
cilia =tid a priell : Hercules days ttatali." 
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which was probably eight or nine feet from the 
ground. I fvtppofe it to have been fupported by 
pillars. From hence, in many of our old plays, 
pan of the dialogue was fpoken; and in the front 
of.it curtains tike wife were bung,' lb as occafionalty 
to conceal the perfons in it from the view of the 
audience. At each fide of tins balcony was a box, 
very inconveniently lituatcd, which foinctimcs was 
called the private box. In ihcfe boxes, which were 
at a lower price, fome purlons fat, either from 
economy or fmgularity, 7 

Sec alio (lie early quarto edition of our author's Rumto an,l 
Juliet, where we meet — " Enter Romeo andjuliet, alofl." 
So, iii77.r Taming of a Shcvi [not Shakipeare's play): "Enter 
aloft the dmukard." — Almoll the whole of ilie dialogue 
in that play between the tinker and hii attendant!, apptan 
to have been fpokcti in this baleony : 

In Middkion's family of Live, tooS. fi»«ai. B. s. b. it it 
called the uppir Jta-t. 

6 This appears from a fla<;e-riircc:ion in Maftinger's Emperor 
■ oflhi EaJ, ll)3*. " Tlie curiums drawn above : Theodohus 

»id his eunuchs differed." Again, in King Henry VIII, 

it Let them alone, and drcv Ihc curiam dole." 
Henry here fpeaks from the baleony. 

7 " Whether therefore the ^uihcrcrj of the publique or 
private playlioufe ftand to receive the afternoons rent, let 
our gallant, having p;iid it, prcfentlv advance himfclf to 
the throne of the ib-c. I mean not into Iht lord', roome, 
u'hich ii nan; bul the Jla$ei fuburbs. No, thofe boxes, — by 
ibe iniquity of cuftom, cotifpiraey of waiting-women, and 
geiitlemen-ufherj," that there fwoat together, and the covel- 
oui (hartrs, — are contemptibly thrult into the r<iir(, and 
much new fatten ii there dambd, by being I'mother'd to 
death in darkuefs." Decker's Gull Horacbwkc, 1609. So, 
in the prologue to an old comedy, ol which 1 have loft 
the title : 

n The private box took up ai a new phy, 
. ii For mc and my retinue; a frelh habit 
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Hon- little the imaginations of the aadience were 
aditicd by fecnical deception, and how much neccf- 
lity our author had to call on them to " piece out 
imperfections with their thoughts," maybe collecled 
from Sir Philip Sidney, who, defcribing the flate 
■of ihe drama and the ftagc, in his time, (about the 
year 1 5 S3.) fays, " Nowyou fhall have three ladies 
walk to gather flowers, and then we muft belcevc 
the flagc lo be a garden. By and by we heare news 
of (hip wrack in the lame place; then we are to 
blame, if wc accept it not for a rock. Upon the 
back of that, comes out a hidious monflerwith fire 
and fmoke; and then the miferablc beholders are 
bound to take it for a cave ; while in the mean time 
two armies fly in, rcprcfented with four fwords and 
bucklers, and then what hard hart wil not receive 
it for a pitched field." * 

The firft notice that I have fonnd of any thing 
like moveable fcencs being ufed in England, is in 

■< Of J fafhion never Teen before, to draw 
.i The gallants' eyes, that Si upon ihe fiagt." 
See alio Ep^ramsby Sir John Davics, no dale, but printed 
at Middlebuigh, about i5gS. 

it Rttfui, the courtier, at the theatre, 

a Leaving ihe bed and moll confpicuotis place, 
<t Doth eitr.er to the flagc himfelf transfer, 

it Or through a grate doik Jhtw his doable face, 
u For thai the clamorous fry of innes of eourl, 

ii Fills up the private roomei of greater price; 
.i And fuch a place where all may have rcfort, 
ii He in his Angularity doth defpife." 
It is not very tafy to afcertain the prccife iiluatlon of 
thefe private bcotes. A print prefixed to Kirkman's Drolls, 
1673. induces mfc to think that they were at each fide of 
ihe ftage-balcony. 

» Dtftntt of Patjic, i5g5. Signal. H. 4. 

G 3 
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the narrative of the entertainment given to King 
James at Oxford in Augull i do5. when three plays 
were performed in the liall of CliriiL Church, of 
which we have the following account by a contem- 
porary writer. " Thcftagc', (he tells us) " was 
built clofc to the upper end of trie hall, as it Teemed 
at the firll fight: but indeed it was hut a Falfe wall 
. faire painted, and adorned with (lately pillars, 
which pillars would turn about; by rcafon whereof, 
with the help of other painted clothes, their flage 
did vary three limes in the acting of one tragedy: ™ 
that is, in other words, there were three femes em- 
ployed in the exhibition ol the piece. The fecnery 
was contrived by Inigo Jones, who is dcleribcd as 
a gnat traveller, and who undertook to " further 
his employers much, and furnilh them with rare 
devices, but produced very little to that which was 
expected." » 

It is obfervablc that the writer of this account 
was not acquainted even with the term, Jccae , 
having ufed painted ilotlus inflead oi it: nor in- 
deed is this furprifing, it not being then found in 
this fenie in any dictionary or vocabulary, Englifh 
or foreign, that 1 have met with. Had the com- 
mon flages been lurnifhed with them, neither this 
writer, nor the makers oi dictionaries, could have 

9 Leland. Collcc. Vol. II. pp. 63i. C.]G. Edit. 1770. See 
alfo p. 63g: " The fame day, Aug, eS. afier fupper, about 
nine nf the clock llity began 10 ili the tragedy of Ajax 
TUgtlliftr, wherein the Rage varied </,,« dmts. They had all 
goodly antique apparcll, but for all that, it was not aflcd (V 
well by many deuces a> I have fcer. it in Cambridge. The 
King was very wtarie htfore he came tlilther, but much more 
wearied by it, and fpole many words of diflikc. " 
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playlioufc. 



been ignorant of it. m To effect even what was 

1 Florio, who appears to have diligently (ludied our' 
culloms, ilhilh*ating his explanations on many occafions b'y 
Englilh proverbs , flyings , local defcriptions, Sec. in his 
Italian Dictionary, i5ijb*'. defines Scma, in thefe words: A. 
feene oF a comedie, or Iragedic. Alfo a flagc in a theatre, or 
1 remi they play; a fkahold, a pavillion, or 
;heatre, where playtrs make them rtadic, bring 
iranmea with hanging}, ont of which they enter upon the flagc. 
Ufcd alfo for a comedie or a tragedic. Alfo a place where 
otic doth Biew and fct forth himfelfe to the world. " Id his 
fecond edition, pub lifted in 1611. in (lead of the words, " A 
fcenc of a comedie or tragedie, " we find — " Any one fcene 
er cntrtnit of a comedie or Iragedic," which more precifely 
afecrtains his meaning. 

In Cotgrave's French and Englifh DiSionary printed in 
)Gi I, the word flint is not found, and If it had cxillcd either 
in France or England, (in the lenfe In which we are now 
tonGdcring it,) it would probably have been found. From 
the word faltl, the definition of which I fl.all have occafion 
to quote hereafter, the writer fcemj to have been not unac- 
quainted withvthc Englifh Rage. 

Bulloltar, whowasaphytician. publifhed an Englijh Esjicfiior. 
in the year in which Shakfpeare died. From his definition 
liltewife it appears, that a moveable painted fecne was then 
unknown in our theatres. He defines Scene, " A play, 1 
comedy, a tragedy, or the divifion of a play into certain parts. 
In old time it iignificd a place covered with bonghes, or {be 
room where the players made them readie." MinfiWs large 
Englifh Dictionary, which he calls A Guide to Ihe Tongues, was 
publifhed in the following year, 1C17. and there Scene it 



It it obfervable that Co.rya.te in his Crudities, 410. i6ij. 
when he is boafling of the fuperior fplendour of the Englifh 

G 4 
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done at Chrifl-Cbnrcli . the Univcrfny found it 
necefiary to employ-two of the king's carpenters, 
and to have die advice of the controller of his 
works. The Queen's Mafqne, which was exhi- 
bited in the preceding January, was not much more 
fuccefsful, though above 3oool. was expended upon 
it. " At night," lays Sir Dudley Carleton, " we 
had the Queen's Malke in the Banqueting-houfe, 
or rather her Pageant. There was a gTcnt engine 
at the lower end of the room, which had motion, 
and in it were the images of lea-horfes, (with other 
terrible filhes,) which were ridden hy the Moors. 

theatres, compared will] thofe nf Venice, mites no mention 

coniedie. Thr. houfc is vury beggarly and bafe in companion 
of our Halcly playhoufes in England : .ntither can their aflor* 
compile with uj, for apparil, Jhew, and mufickt, " Crudilirs, 
p- *47- 

It is alio worthy of rcm.irk iliat Mr. Chambcrlaine, lvhtti 
he is fpcaking of ilic faic of the peiformam cs al the Fortune 
theatre, when it was burnt down in l6st. laments thit "their 
appAttl and fi'.ay-lcoki were loll, whereby thofe poor companion* 
were quite undone; " but fays not a word oijetatt. See ilfo 
Sir Henry Walton's letter on the burning oi the Globe, in 
i6i3. p, 6g. a, 6. MalonX. ' 

That Jctnes. aud ihc word — /«>", were afed in 1618. may- 
he proved from the following marginal note to the prologue 
to Barton Holiday's TEXKOrWUA, puhlifhcd in that year : 
" Here the upper pari of the Jicne open'd ; when flraight 
appear' d an Heaven, and all the pure aris filling Etc, — they 
defcended in order within lIic /cent, while the mufike plaid." 
A firailnr note is appended to the Epilogue, concluding thus ; 
" and then ihe Heaven clofed." 

1 feiie this opportunity to obferve, that little deference 
is due to the authority of ancient Dictionaries, which ufually 
content themfelves with allotting a fingle fenfe to a word, 
without attention to its different (hades of meaning. 

Stievins. 
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The indecorum was, that there was all fifli, and no 
water. At the further end was a great fliell in 
form ofafkallop, wherein were four feats ; on the 
luweft fat the queen with my lady Bedford; on the 
reft were placed the ladies Suffolk, Darby," 1 Sec. 
Such were molt of the Mafques in the time of 

' Letter from Sir Dudley Carleton to Mr. Winwood, 
London, Jan. 1604. [i. r. 1604.5.] Wimvood's Mimeriali, 
11. 43. Thi( Icmr contains fo curious a trail or our Britifh 
Solomon, that I cannot forbear traufcribing another paffage 
ft rim it, though foreign to our prefent fubtecl : " On Saint 
John's day we had the marriage of Sir Philip Herbert and 
Lady Stifan performed at Whitehall, with all the honour 
could be done a great favouiite. The court was great, 
and for that day put 00 the be ft bravery, — At ni^ht there 
was a Malkin the hall, which for conceit and fafhion was 
fuitable lo the occalion. The prefenrs of plaie and other 
things given by the noblemen [10 the bride and bridegroom] 
were vilued at a5aol. ; but that which made it a good 
marriage, was a gift of the king's of 5ool. land, for the 
bride's jointure. They were lodged in the council-chamber, 
where the king in ill J/.irl and nig'if-jcwn gave them a 
Ttitillt-malin before they were up, and fpent a good time 
in -or upon the bid, choc-ft which you will believe. No 

gloves, which have been ever fincc the livery 'i/the court; 
and at night there was fewing in the Ihcet, calling of the 
brides left hore, with many other petty force™*." 

Our poet has been cenfured for indelicacy of language, 
particularly in Hamlet's convcrfaiion with Ophelia, during 
the representation of the play before the court of Dctrmarkj 
but unjuhly, for he undoubtedly represented the manners 
»nd convention of his own day faithfully. What the 
decorum of thofe times was, even in the higheft clafs, may 
be conjectured from another palfagc in the fame Utter: 
" The night't work [the night of the queen's mafquc] was 
concluded with a banquet in the great chamber, which. 
Was fo furioufly alTaulted, that down went tables and Irenes, 
before one bit wai touched." — Such was the court of King 
James the firfl. 
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James the Firft: triumphal cars, calllcs, rocks, 
caves, pillars, temples, clouds, rivers, tritons, &:c. 
compofed the principal part of (heir decoration. 
In the courtly mafques given by his fucceffor during 
the firil fifteen, years of his reign, and in fo'mc of 
the plays exhibited at court, the art of fecnery 
fecms to have been fomewhat improved. In l636 
a piece written by Thomas Heywood, called Love's 
Mijlrefs or the Queen's Majque, was reprefented at 
Denmark lloufc before their Majeures. " For the 
rare decorernents*' (fays Heywood in his preface) 
" which new apparelled it, when it came the fecond 
time to the royal view, (her gracious majefly then 
entertaining his highnefs at Denmark Houje upon bis 
birth-day,) I cannot pretermit to give a due cha- 
Ta&er to that admirable artifl Mr. Inigo Jones, 
mailer furveyoi of the king's worke, &c. who to 
every ail, nay almojl to evay fcene, by his excellent 
inventions gave fuch an extraordinary luflre ; upon 
every occalion ehnnsin^ the jlage, to the admiration 
of all the fpeilaiors." Here, as on 'a former oeca- 
fion, we may remark, the term feme is not ufed : 
the Jlage was changed, to the admiration of all the 
fpeclators. * 

In Angufi I G36. The Royal Slave, written by a 
vcrypopularp.net, William Cartwriglit, was ailed 
at Oxford before the king and queen , and after- 
wards at Hampton-Court. Wood informs ns, 1 

• If In otirMMhor's time the public* (Ugehsd been tUxgett, 
or in other words, dad 'the . Globe and Blackfriars pUy- 
lioufe been furmfhed with Jet'it:, would they have created 
to much admiral! on at a royal entertainment iu i636. twenty 
years after his death? 

' Hijl. Antiq. Univ. Oxtrn. L. I. p. 3tf. 
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that the fcenery was an cxquifite and uncommon 
piece of machinery, contrived by Inigo Jones. 
The play was printed in i63tj. and yet even at 
that late period, the term Jcine, in the fenfe now 
affixed to it, was unknown to the author; for de- 
fcribing the various femes employed in this court- 
exhibition, lie denominates them thus: " The firft 
Appearance, a temple of the' fun Second Appear- 
ance, a city in the front, and a prifon at the fide," 
Sec. The three other Appearances in this play were, 
a wood, a palace, and a caftle. 

In every difqnifition of this kind much trouble, 
and many words might be faved, by defining the 
fubjerJl of difpuic. Before therefore I proceed 
further in this inquiry, I think it proper to fay, 
that by a Jcene, I mean, A painting in peifpcclive 
on a cloth fajiencd to a wooden frame or roller , and 
that 1 do not mean by this term, " a coffin, or a 
tomb, or a gilt chair, or a fair chain of pearl, or 
a crucifix: " and I am the rather induced to make 
this declaration, becaufe a writer, who obliquely 
alluded to the politico which I am now maintain- 
ing, foon after the firft edition of this Effay was 
publilhcd, has mentioned exhibitions of this kind 
as a prool of the Jeenery ot our old plays: and 
taking it for granted that the point is completely 
cftabliflied by this decifwe argument, triumphantly 
adds, " Let us for the future no more be told of 
the want of proper Jcctus and drelfcs in our ancient 
theatres." 6 

* " My prefent purpofe," fays tins writer, " is not fo 
much to defcribe this dramatic!; piece, [The Second Maiden's 
Tragedy, written in 1610 or 161 f.] as to ihow lUat it bears 
abundant tellimony to the ufe of fcentrj, and the riclincfj 
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A paflage which has heen produced from one of 

of the habits thru worn. Thife particulars will be fuffi- 
ciently exemplified by the following fpecches, and ftage- 
dircflions : 

" Enter the Tyrant agen at a farder door, which opened 
brings him to the tomb, where the lady lies buried. The 
Toombe here difcovcrcd, richlie fct fonhe." 

Some lines are then quoted from the fame pieei, of which 
the following are thofe which alone are material to tkc 
prefent point: 

(i Tyrant. ~ Sofilee, foftlee ; — 

11 The vaults e'en chide our (leps with murmuting found*. 

M All thy nill ftrength, 

tt Thowgiry-eydemoimmctit, lhall notkeepher from m . 

i. Strike, villaints, thoc the eccho raile us all 
■it Into ridiculous dcafncs ; pierce the jawcs 

u Of this could ponderous creature.— 

u O, the moone rifes : What reileclion 

■ t ll thrownc around this fanaif.ed buildingc ! 

ti E'en in a twinkling how the monuments glitter, 

• ■ As iF Death's pallaces were all tnaflie fylver, 

n And fcorn'd the name of marble ! " 
'• Is it probable," (adds this writer) " that fueh directions 
and fpeecbcs (hould have been haiarded, unlefs at the fame 
time they could be fuppoited and countenanced by eor- 
refponding fcenery?" 

"' I [ball add two more of the flage-diredtions from this 
tragedy." — ."On a fodayne in a kinde of noyfe itkea wynde, 
the dorcs clattering, the toomheflone Hies open, and a 
great light appears in the midfl of the toombe -, his lady, 
as went owt, Handing in it before hym all in white, (luck 
with jewells, and a great crucifix on her breall." Again, 
" They bring the body in a ehayre, drclt up in black 
velvet, which felts off the paillnes of the hands and face, 
and a faire chayne of pearlc crofi the breall, and the crucifix 
above it," &c. 

" Let uj for the future, Mr. Baldwin, be told with lef» 
confidence of the want of proper femes and drefTes in our 
ancient theatres." — Lctlcr in The Si. James Chroniclt. 
May, 1780. 

To all this I have only to fay, that it never has been 
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the old comedies, ' proves that the common theatres 
were furnifhed with Come rude pieces of machinery, 
which were uled when it was neccflary to exhibit 
the defcent of fome god or faint; hut it is manifefi 
from what has been already Hated, as well as from 
all the contemporary accounts, that the mechanifm 
of our ancient theatres fcldom went beyond a tomb, 
a painted chair, a finking cauldron, or a trap-door, 
and chat none of ihcm had moveable fcenes. When 
King Henry VIII. is to be difcovcrcd by the dukes 
of Suffolk and Norfolk, reading in. his fludy, the 
fcenical direction in the Eirfl folio, i6a3. (which 
v/as printed apparently from playhoufe copies,) is, 
" The King draws the curtain, [i. e. draws it open] 
and fits' reading penftvely; " for, befide the principal 
curtains that hung in the front of the flage, they 
ufed others as fublticutes for fcenes, * which were 

aflmed, at lead by me, that in Shakfpeare's time a tomb mi 
iiotrcprcfiuted on i Ii e Ilage. The monument of the Capoten 
was perhaps reprffented in Romeo and Juliet, and a wooden 
finifliiic might have been ufed for this purpofe in that and 
other plays ; of which when the door was once opened, 
and a proper quantity of lamps, falfe ilones, and Mack cloth 
difplaycd, tlie poet might he as luxuriant as he pleafed in 
describing 'he furrounding invifible tnori/i monomials. Thil 
writer, it fhould feem, was thinking of the epigram on 
Sutler the poet : we a li, for Janci, and he gives us only a Jicne* 

1 « Of whyche the lyltc tliyng is ufed to be (hewed now 
aJajs In Jlagc-playcs, when fome god or fome Jajnl is made to 
apperc forth of a tloudc -, and fuccouretii the parties which 
itemed to be touardes fome great danger, through the Sou- 
dan's critchie." The author's marginal abridgement of his 
text Ii — "The lyke manner ufed noWil «W d»ya in ftage- 
playes." Acctliflus, a comedy by T. Palfgrave, chaplain to 
King Henry VIII. i5.}0. 

* Sec Wcbfter's Dultheft of Malfy, afied at the Globe a»<l 
lllackfriars, and printed in i6i3. " Here is difcovered behind 
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denominated travtrjts. If a bedchamber is to be 
reprefentcd, no change of fceueis mentioned; but 
the property- m a n is limply ordered (o tknifl jorlh a 
bed, or, die curtains being opened, a bed is exhi- 
bited. So, in the old play on which Shaklpcare 
formed his King Henry VI. P. II. when Cardinal 
Beaufort is exhibited dying, the fl age-direction is — 
" Enter King and Salifbury, and then the curtaincs 
be drawn, [i. e. drawn open,] and the Cardinal is 
difcovered in his bed, raving and flaring as if he 
were mad." When the fable requires the Roman 

a traverje (lie artificial figures of Antonio and his children, 
appearing as if they were dead." In The Dtv'lFt Charier, a. 
tragedy, 1G07. the following Rige-direciion is found : 
Alexandei drawcth [that is, draws open] the curtaint of 
hisjludie, where he difcovereih the devil! fining in his pon- 
tificals." Again, in Salhomajlh, by Decker, l6oa. -Horace 
fining in his Jiudy, behind a curtain/, a candle by him burning, 
books lying confufedly," Ecc. In Marfton's What pv mitt, ft 
comedy, 1607. the following ftage-di reel ion ilili more dect- 
fively proves this point: " Enler a Sclioolc-mailtcr, — draws 
[i. e. draws open] the curtains behind, with Balius, Nowi, 
Slip, Nathaniel, and Holifernes Pippo, fchool-boycs, lilting 
■with bookes in their handes." Again, in Albovine, by Sir 
William D'Avmant, i6sg. » He drawei the Arras, and dif- 
avtrs Albovine, Rhodolinda, Valdaura, dead in chaires." 
Again, in The Woman in the Moon, by Lily, i5t)7. " They 
draw (if euTiim from before Natures fhop, where (lands an 
image clad, and fome unclad. Tbcy bring forth the cloathed 
image." Again, in Ramca andjulht, i5o,7. Juliet, alter llie 
hat fwailowed the Qecpy potion, is ordered 10 11 throw her- 
felfe on the bed, within the citTlainei." As Toon as Juliet has 
fallen on the bed, the curtains being Hill open, the nurfe 
enter], then old Capulet and his lady, thin the muGcimu ; 
and all. on the fame fpot. II they could have exhibited 
a bed-chamber, and then could have fubfliiutcd any other 
room for it, would tbcy have fuffercd the muliclanj and the 
Nurfe's fervant to have carried on a ludicrous dialogue in One 
where Juliet was fuppofed to be lying dead? 
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capitol tobercprefcnted, we find two officers enter, 
" to lay cufhions, asit were in tlie capiiol." So, in 
Xing Richard II, Acl IV. fe. i : " Bolingbroke, &c. 
enter as to the parliament." * Again, in Sir John 
Oldcajlk, 1600: "-Enter Cambridge, Scroop, and. 
Gray, as in a chamber." When the citizens of 
Augiers were to appear on tiic walls of their town, 
and young Arthur to leap from the battlements, I 
fuppofc our anceflors were contented with feeing 
them in the balcony already defcribed; or perhaps 
a few boards were tacked together, and painted.fo 
as to rcfemble the rude difcolourcd walls of an old 
town, behind which a platform might have been 
placed near die top, on which the citizens flood: 
butfurely this can fcarcely be called 2.jcene. Though 
undoubtedly our poet's company were furniflied 
with fome wooden fabrick fufficiently refembling 
a tomb, for which they raufl have had occaGon in 
feveral plays, yet fomc doubt may be entertained, 
whether in Romto and Juliet any exhibition of Ju- 
liet's monument was given on the flage. Romeo 
perhaps only opened with his mattock one of the 
flage trap-doors, (which might have reprefented a 
tbmb-flonc,) by which he defcended to a vault be- 
neath the flage, where Juliet was depofited; and 
this notion is countenanced by a paffagc in the 
play, and by the poem on which the drama was 
founded." " 

» See tTiefe flage-direaion. In the firfl folio. 

' ' ' Why I dijund into this bed of death — " Romto and 
Juliet, AftV. So, InThe Tragical Hijtory af Ramtm and Juliet, 
l56>: 

u And then out Romeus, the aault-jlvne jit up-right, 
ti Dtjcendid dowuc, and in his hand lie bore the caodU 
light.. " 
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In all the old copies of the play Iaft-meinioned 
wc find die following (tage-direclion ; " They mo, ch 
about the Jiagf, and ftrving-men come forth with their 
napkins." A more decifive proof than this, that 
the ftagewas not furnifhed with fcenes, cannot be 
produced. Romeo, Mtrcutio, &c. with their torch- 
bearers and attendants, are the perfons who march 
about the flage. They ;irc in die (trect, on their 
way to Capulct's houfc, where a mafcjueiade is 
given ; but Capulct's fervaius who come forth with 
their napkins, arc fuppofed to be in a hall or faloon 
of their mailer's houfc: yet both the mafquers 
without and the fervants within appear on the fame 
fpot. In like manner in King Henry VIII. the very 
fame fpot 15 at once the ouilide and iulide of the 
Council- Chamber. 1 

It is not, however. nccelTary to infill either upon 
the term itfclf, in the fenfe of a painting 111 per- 
fpeflivc on cloth or canvas, being unknown to our 
curly writers, or upon die various flage-direflions 
which are found in the plays of our poet and his 
contemporaries, and which alford the fhongefl pre- 
fumptivc evidence that the fugc in his time was 
not furnilhcd with fcenes ; becaufe wc have to the 
fame point the concurrent tem'mony of Sbakfpcarc 
himfclf, 4 of Ben Jonfon, of every writer of the Iall 

Juliet, however, after her recovery, fpcaks and dies upou 
the Itage. H iherefore, the exhibition was fuch as haj been 
now fuppofed, R'omeo mull have brought her up in It is arm* 
from the vault beneath the Hagc, after he bad killed P„ils, 
and then addrclTed her, — " O my love, my wife, " & c . 
> See Vol. XVI. p. 177. □. 8. 
4 (i In your imagination hold 

it 'fkufta^f, the fliip, upon whofe deck 
i' The fca-toll Pertclei appears to fptak." 
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age who has had occafion to. mention this fubjeft, 
and even of the very peifon whu iiril introduced 
fcenes on tiie publick llagc. 

In ihe vear 1629 JunJon's comcdv intided The 
Kfui Inn was pci funned at the itlackfriais theatre, 
cmd defcrvedi v damned. Ben was lb mui.ii incenfed 
at the town - lor condemning bis piece, tliat in 1 63 1 
he published it with (lie following title: The jVtw 
June, or tht light Heart, a comedy,; as it was never 
acled, but mofl m-gligcutiy played, by fome, the 
kings fcrvanis, and more fqueamilhly beheld and 
cenlured by others, the" kings fubjccls, 1629. And 
now at lall fet a liberty to the readers, his Majeftics 
fervants and funjecfa, to be judged, i63i." In. 
the Dedication to tiiis piece, the author, after ex- 
pieiimg his, prolound contempt for the fpeflators, 
who were at the firlt reprefentation of this, play, 
fays, " Wliat did they come for then, thou wilt aik. 
me. I will as punctually anfvvcr: to fee and to be 
feenc. To make a general rnufler of tiicmfcives 
in their clothes of credit, and poEfeSTe the ftage 
anainft the playe: 'to dinikc all, but marke no- 
thing: and by their confidcuce of rifmg between 
the adT.es in oblique lines, make affidavit to the 
whole houfe of their not undcrftanding one fecne. 
Arm'd with this prejudice, as the Jlage furniture, 
or arras tlothcs , they were there; as fpeciators 
away ; for the faces in the hangings and they beheld 
alike." 

The exhibition of plavs being forbfdden fome 
time before the deaih of Charles I. 1 Sir William 

' An ordinance for the fiipprrfiing of all ft»gc-ptay« and 
interlude*. w>5 enaflid Feb. l3. if>.17-S. and Oliver and hi» 
$iiim ftcm 10 liave been eytry diligent in eniorc lug it. Flu"* 

Vol. 111. * H 
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D'Avenant in 1 656 invented a new fpecics of en- 
tertainment, which was exhibited at Rutland Hotifc, 
at the upper end of Aldcrfgate-ftrect. Th,c title 
of the piece, which was printed in the fame year, 
is, The Siege oj Rhodes, made a Repttjenlaiion by 
■ the Art of profpccl'ive in Scenes; and the Siory 
Jang in recitative Mufuk. " The original of this 
muficfc," fays Drydcn; " and of the Jctnes which 
adorned his work,' lie had from the Italian operas ; 4 
but he heightened his characters (as I may pro- 
bably imagine) from the examples of Corncillc 
and fome French poets." If, fixty years before, 
the exhibition of the plays of Shakfpeare had 
been aided' on the common ftage by the advan- 
tage of moveable fcenes, or if the term Jcene had 
been familiar to D'Avcnant's audience , can we 
fuppofe that he would have found it neceflary to 
uf'c a periphraftick description, and to promife 
that his rcpre fen ration fliould be afufled by the art 
cj profpellive in Junes ? " It has been often wifhed," 
fays he in his Addrcfs to the Reader, " that our 

Whltelocke'i Mtatriati, p. 33s. we learn that Captain Be than. 

was appointed { i3Dec. 1648.) Proved Mania!, " with power 
to fei/c upon all ballad-finders, and to [upprrfi Jlagr-ph)i." 

" stoDec. 16^9. Some (biie-players in Saint John's- dreet 
[the Red Bull theatre wai hi this ft'reet, 1 were apprehended 
by troopers, theii cloaths taken away, and themfelvcs carried 
to prifon." Ibidem, p. 419. 

'• Jan. l655. [ iG5i-6.] Players taken in Ncwcadle, and 
whipt for ropues. " Ibid. 619. 

" Sept. 4. r656. .Sir William D'Avenant printed hij 
Optra, ootwiihlboding the nicety of the times." Ibidem, 
p. G3 9 . 

' Fleckno in the preface to his comedy entitled Dnr.-rjiili; 
a-la-hlade, 1 6G7 . obferv cs, that " one Italian fceue with lout 
iloort will do" far the reprefentation. . 
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Jcenes (we having obliged onrfclvcs to the variety 
of Jive changes, according to the ancient drama- 
tick diftinctions made for time,) had not been 
confined to about eleven feet in the height 
and about fifteen in depth, including the pla- 
ces of parage refcrved for the nrufick." From 
thefc words we learn that he had in that piece 
five fcenes. In i65S he exhibited at the old 
theatie called the Cockpit in Drury-lane, The 
Cruelty of the Spaniards in Peru, exprefid by 
vocal and injlrumental Mufck, and by Art of per- 
fpeclivc in Scenes. 7 In (bring 1662. having ob- 

T In " Tlie Publick Intelligencer, communicating the 
chief occurrences and proceedings within [lie dominions of 
England, ^Scotland, and Wales, Irotn Monday, December 50. 
10 Monday, December 27. lli5R." I find the following 
notice taken of D'Avenant's exhibition by the new Proteftor, 
Richard : 

.< Whitehall, December s3. 

" A courfe is ordered for taking into confidcration the 
Opera, ihewed at the Cockplttin DruryLane, and ihe perfoni 
to whom it (lands referred, are to fend for the poet and aclors, 
and to inform themftlvcs of the nature of the work, and to 
examine by what authority the fame \s expofed to publick 
view, and they arc alfo to take the bed information they can, 
concerning the ailing of ftagc-playcs , and upon, the whole 
to make report, " Stc. 

Ttit Saints were equallv averfe to every other fpecics of 
feiiivity as well as the Opera, and conlidered liolydays. the 
common prayer-book, and a play-book, is equally pernicious ; 
for io the fame paper I find this notification : 

" It was ordered by his Highnefs the Lord Protector and 
the Council, that effectual letters be written to the Lord 
Mayor and Aldermen of the cjtv of London, and to thcjulticea 
of peace for Wcflminfler and the liberties thereof, Middlefcx 
and Borongh of Soutliwaik, to ufe their endeavour for abolifh- 
in^ the ufe of the IcHivals of ChriP.mas, Ealicr, and other 
fealis called holydaics i as alio for preventing the life of the 
common prayer-book."' 
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tained a pr.tcnt from King Charles the Second, 
and bti: It a new playhoufc in Lincoln's-Inn-Fields, 
he opened his theatre with The Firjl Part of the 
Siege oj Rhodes, which iir.ee its firft exhibition he 
had enlarged. He afterwards in ilie fame year 
exhibited The Second Part oj the Siege oj Rhodes, and 
his comedy called The Viits; " thefc plays," fays 
Dowries, who himfclf acted in The Sie^e of Rhodes, 
" having aewfeena and decorations, being the Jirjl 
that ever were introduced in lin^land." Scenes 
had certainly been ufed before in the mafqi:es 
at Court, and in a few private exhibitions, and 
by D'Avenant himfelfin his attempts at theatrical 
entertainments fhortly before the death of Crom- 
well : Downcs therefore, who is extremely inaccu- 
rate in his language in every part of his book, mnft 

drama, on a publick theatre. 

I have faid that I could produce the teflimonv 
of Sir William D'Avenant himfclf on this fubjc£. 
His prologue to The Wits, which was exhibited 
in the fpring of the year 166a. foon after the 
opening of his theatre in Lin coin's -Inn-Fields, if 
every other document had peruhed, would prove 
decilivcly that our author's plays had not the 
affiitance of painted fecnes. " There are fome, 
lays D'Avenant, 

, t who would the world pcrfnadc. 

■c That is better when ihc Unmp is bad; 

n And that an ngl} raggtd piece nf flfrhc 

ii Is ever true in metal ami in weight i 

it As if a guinny and louis Iiad lefa 

11 IiurmHck value for their handfomenefs. 

ii So divetfe, who outlive tlie former age. 
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it Allow 3 the coarfener, of die plain »M Jlagt, 
it And think rich veils an3 Jenes are only fit 
it Dil'^oil'es for tlte want of an and wit. 

And no lefs dccilive is the different language 
of [lie licence Tor creeling a 'theatre, granted to 
him by King Charles 1. in 1 63g. and the letters 
patent which he obtained from his fori in ib62.- 
ln the former, afier he is authoriied " to en- 
tertain, govern, privilege, and keep fuch and fo 
many players to exercile rtflion, mufical prefer- 
ments, fcencs, dancing, and the like, as .he the 
(aid William Davcnant (ball think fit and approve 
for "the laid houfc, and fuch pcrfons to permit 
and continue at and during the plealure of the 
faid W. D. to a£t plays in inch houfe Cp to be 
by him erected, and exercife mulick, muhca! pre- 
icntmcnts, fcenes, dancing, or other the like at the 
i'ame or other hours, or times, or after plays arc 
ended," — -the claufe which empowers him to take 
certain prices from thole who fhould rcfort to his 
theatre runs thus: 

" And that it (hall and may be lawful to and 
for the laid W. D. &C. to take and receive, of 
lucli our fubjedls as (hall refort to fee or bear 
any fuch plays, femes, a?td tnUrtair.mmts whaifoc- 
ver, fuch fum or funis of money, as is or hereaf- 
ter from time to time fliail be accuflomcd to.be 
given or taken in other playhoufcs and places 
lor the like plays, fcencs, preferments, and en- 
tctiainmcnts." 

Merc we fee that when the theatre was fitted up 
in the ufual way of that time without the dccoia- 

• i. e. approve. 

H 3 
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lion of fcenery, (for /cents in the foregoing parages 
mean, not paintings, but fhoit ltage-reprefenta- 
tions or prcfentraetitj,) the ufual prices were au- 
thorized to be taken: but after the Refloration , 
when Sir \V. D'Avenant fumiflied his new thea- 
tre with fcenery , lie took cave that the letters 
patent which he then obtained fllould ipcak a 
different language, for there the eonefpondiug clauie 
is as follows: 

" And that it fhall and may be lawful to and for 
the (aid Sir William D'Avenant, his heirs, and 
affigns, to take and receive off'tidi of our fubjefts 
as fhall rtfort to fee or hear any fuch plays, feencs 
and entertainments whattoevcr, fuch fum or fums 
of money, as either have accuftomably been given 
and taken in the like kind, or as fhall be thought 
reafonable by him or them, in regard of the great 
expenses of scenes, mulick, and fuch new deco- 
rations as have not been Jormci ly ujid," 

Here for the firfr. time in thefe letters patent the 
■word Jcene'n, ufed in that fenfe in which Sir William 
had employed it in the printed title-pages of his 
mulical entertainments exhibited a few years be- • 
fore. In the former letters patent granted in i63y, 
the word in that fenlc does not once occur. 

To the tciliinony ol D'Avcnant hiinfclf may be 
added that ofDrydcn, both in die paffagc already 
quoted, and in his prologue to The Rival Ladirs, 
performed at the King's theatre in 16G4. 

» You »t!w have liabus, dai.«'s. J: ■(■»(., audrhyniL; 
11 High language ofttn, ay, 4ml I'enfe fomc timet." 

And ilill more exprefs is that of the author of 
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The Generous Enemies, exhibited at the King's The- 
atre in 1672. 

11 I cannot choofc bin laugh, when I look back and fe; 
a The flrange viciliitudes of poetrie. 
it Your aged fathers, came to plays for wit, 
it And fat knee-deep In nuifhells in tile pit; 
<> CMrjili^i in'had rf fctnes wen warn, 

a And KMiicTir.hJer did ti'ief.agc adorn : 
11 But yon, their wifcr offspring, did advance 
11 To plot ofjigg, and to dramatick dauce, " * Sec. 
11 Thli explain! what Dryden means in liii prologue to Tht 
Rival Ladies, quoted above, where, with jctr.es and the other 
novelties introduced after the R ell oration, he mentions dsnctL 
A dance. by a bay was not uncommon in Shakfpeare's time; 
but filth dances as were exhibited st the Duke's and King's 
theatre, which are here called draittatickdnuttt, were unknown. 

The Following prologue to Ttinbridge Wills, acted at the 
duke's theatre, and printed in 1678, is more diliufe upomhis 
fubjeft, and ronlirms what has been ftatcd in the text : 

it The old EngliQi llage, confm'd to plot and fenfe, 

« Did hold abroad but fmall intelligence ; 

ii But (ince the tnvafion of the foreign fcml, 

11 Jack-pndding farce, and thundering machine, 

Dainties] to your grave anceflors unknown, 
u Who never diflik'd wit becanfe their own, 
u There's not a player but is lurn'd a feont, 
ii And every fcribbler fends his envoys our, 
1 To fetch from Paris, Venice, or from Rome, 



1 Fantaflick fopperies, to pleafe at home. 
i Wit rowls in waves, and Ihowers dowi 



i And that each aft may rife to your dtfire, 
ii Devils and witches mull each fcene infpire 



1 With what llrange cafe a play may now be writ ! 

i When the bell halfs compos d by painting It, 

1 And that in the air or dance lies all the wit. 

' Tr:ie fenfe or plot would fooleries appear 

' Faults, 1 luppofe, you feldom meet with here, 

1 For 'tis no mode to profit by the ear. 

' Your fouli, we know, are fcatcd in your eyes ; 

' A11 aftrefs in a cloud's a ilrange furprifc, 

' And you ne'er pay'd treble prices to be wife." 

H 4 
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ThcTc are not t!ie fpecuEatious of fcholais con- 
cerning a cuilom of a former age, but the tefli- 
rrmny of perrons u lio were either (pcftatoi sol" what 
they defenbe, or daily convened 1 with tliofc who 
hail trod our ancient iiage: for D'Avenants fiift 
play, 77j. Crvl Btbtho, was a£ted at the Black- 
friars in January, 1626-7. and Mohim and Hart, 
who had chemlelves acted before the civil wars, 
were emr-.loyed in that company, by whofe' imme- 
diate fucceffois Tlv Generous Enttniu was exhibited; 
1 n:ejn t! ; c king's Servants. Mnjcr Mohan a£led 
in the piece before winch the lines lall quoted were 
fpoken. 

I may add alfo, that Mr. Wright, the author of 
Hijloiia Hijl-ouiia^ whofe father had been a fuec- 
tacor of fe vera I plays before the breaking out of 

The French theatre. a> wc learn from Scaligcr, wu not 

in the ytar l56i. Sre Sulipc-r. P»ciiiu,\a\\<>, i5Gt. Li'b/l*. 
c. xxi. boih it, htiwrvei, rtnd Hit Italian flaee, appear to 
ha»r hail the decoration of fcerery beti.re ihe EiiRlilh. la 
l63H publifli. il ai Ravenna - Pralica difabbricar Scene 
r machine at tralfi, rli Iskola Sabbdiiui ua Pcfaro. With 
refpecj 10 thr trench (lace, fee li' Ave nam's prologue to 
The Strmi Putt ,f it., Sugt :/ RkeHtf, i6G3. 

'• mjny travellers line as jtitigea come, 

" trirni Piriv, Florence, Venice, and Irom Komt; 
" Who wiltdeflrtbr, when any ktM we drew, 
"■By each ..four, all th..l ih.y ever Taw: 
" Thofe praifiiig (or cxtenfivc breadih and height, 
" An inward alliance to deceive the Gfihl." 
It is f.id in ilit life ol BetiertOD, that "he was tent 
to Paris by kirip Charlej the Second, lo lake a view of the 
French theatre, dial he might betirr judse of, what miolit 
contribute to the improvement of our own." He Went to 
Paiii probably in the year 166G. when both the Loudon 
theatres were fhuu ■ - 
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the civil wars, cxprefsly lays, that the theatre had 

hut, fays Mr. Steevcns, (who differs with me in - 
opinion on the fuhjcfl before us, and whole fan ti- 
me tits I (hall give below,)" how happened it, that 
Shaltfpeare himfelf (hould have mentioned the a& 
afjhifiing f-enes, ifin his time tfjerc were no I'ccnes 
capable of being Jkif led? 1 bus in the Chorus to 
King Henry V: 

* Unto Southampton do vrejl-ift out fctnt.' 

" This phrafe" (he adds] " was hardly more 
ancient than the cuftoin it deTi;iibe>." 1 

Who docs not fee, that .Shal.fpeare in the palTagc 
here quoted ufes the word Jetne in the Came lenfe 
in which it was ufed two thoufand vears before lie 
was born ; that is, for the place of action repre- 
fented by the ftage; and not fur that moveable 
hanging or painted cloth; drained on a woode/i 
frame, or rolled round a cylinder, which is now 
called a sctNt? If the Imallell doubt could -be eji- 

* " Shakfpearc, (who as I h:ivc heard, was a ranch better 
poet than player,) Burble, Hrmminp, ajd odiirs of the 
older fort, were dead before I kiew die town-, but In my 
lime, htfart Ike wan, Lowy, nfed to aft FallUfft." T:c. — 
"Though the town wu then nut much more than half fo 
populous as now, yet then Hit priics were imall, Ifhtli leiag 
no jeems,] and bcticr order fccpl anioni; the company that 
came." Hiftma HMrUxica, Svo. 1699. 1 his LflV U in 
the Form of a Ilialngue between Trucmun, an old Cvnirr, 
and Le-ieivit, his friend. 

Thcaccountoftheold lta 5 c, wliich il gWen iy ineC»v»licr, 
Wright probably derived from his father, who wis born iu 
1611. and wis himfcll a drauuiick writer. 

1 See Mr. Siccvcns's Sliakfpcare, ijSS. Kingjehn, p. 56. 
n. 7. 
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tertained of his meaning, the following lines in the 
fame plav would remove it: 

» The Ling h fct from London, and the fctnt 
>< Is now Iran/ported to Southampton." . 

This, and this only, was the Jhifting that was 
meant; a movement from one place to another in 
the progrefs of the drama: nor is there found a 
finglc paffagc in his plays in which the word fctnt 
is nfed in the fenfe required to i'upport the argu- 
ment of thole who fuppofc that the common flages 
were fumifimd with moveable fecnes in his time. 
He constantly ufes the word either for a flage- 
exhibition in general, or the component part of a 
play, or the place of action reprclentcd by the 
ft age: * 

* And fo do all the other dramatic!; writers of his lime. 
So, in Hey wood's Downfall of Robin Earl of Huntington, 1G01. 

n Myfclf in perfon to prefent {otae Jetaet 
it Oflragkk matter, or perchance of mirlh." 
Again, in the prologue to Rim Alliy, or Merry Tricks, a 

comedy, 1611, ' '1 

11 Bui it conceit, with quick-turn' d f<canti t — 
(I May win j our favours, — ." 

Again, in the prologue to The Late Lanca/hin WilchtS, 1634. 

n we are fore'd from our own nation 

a To ground the ficnc that's now in agitation." 
Again, in the prologue 10 Shirley's School of Complimtnti , 

l6sg. 

11 This play is 

» The firfl fruits of a rnufe, that before thii ^ 
<t Never fainted audience, nor doth meanc 
i< To fwear himfelf a h&or (or the JtttU." 
Again, in the prologue to Hannibal and Sctpie, 1GS7. 
11 The places fume times chang'tl too for the fetnt, 
ti Which is tranlbted as the rnufick plays," &e. 
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« For all my life hai been but aj a fttnt, 

i. Afling that »rgoment." £ing H^JK. Pan II. 

(i At your Indufkions and aits of death." 

, 1 Khmjahir. 
>< Whit fttnt of death hath Rofcius now to afl ? " 

A'injr Htntj VI. Part III. 
11 Thuj with imagin'd wing our livift fttnt Hies, — ." 

A'inj Henry V. 
<i To give our fttne fuch growing, — ." Ibid. 
ti And lb our/«ur mull to the battle fly, — ." liM. 
■ 1 That he might play the woman In the Jiene." 

Ctmlannt 

it Atjuceninjr.lt, only to fill the/tent." King Richard 1 1 1 . 

I fltall add but one more inftance from All's 
well that ends well: 

u Our fttnt. is alter'd from a fcrious thing, 

(( And now chasg'd to the Beggar and the ting." 

from which lines it might, I conceive, be as rea- 
fonably inferred that femes were changed in Shak- 
fpcare's time, as from the paflhgc relied on in 
King Henry V. and perhaps by the lame mode of 
reasoning it might be proved, from a line above 
quoted from the fame play, that the technical 
modern term, wings, or lide-fccncs, was not .un- 
known to our great poet. 1 

The various circumflaifces which I have ftated, 
and the accounts of the contemporary writers, 1 

Stmr^KingHtlr^v"' '""^ jU " * " " " 

I forbear to add more inllonccs, though almoU every one 
of our old plays would furnifli mc with many. 

' All the writers on the ancient Englllh !la ; c that I have 
met with, concur with ihofc quoted in the text on this fub- 
jcS : "Now for the difference betwixt our theatres and 
thole of former timei," [fays Fleckno, who livid near enough 
the lime to be accurately informed,) *' they were hut plain 
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fhmifli us, in my apprehension, with decifive and 

and fimple, with no other Jcmn nor rffcorafism nf the jlages 
but i-n'j tU tapejln, and the llagc flitwed with rushes ; with 
ilicir habits accordingly." Short Di/aurfi ejthe Engfiffi Stage, 
1664. - In a fttbftqiK 11 1 pafTage indeed lie adds, ■■ lor fee tie* 
and machine!, they are nu new invention; our nufnucs, 
and JomeafeurplnjCi, in former times, (though not fo ordinary,) 
having had as good or rather better, than anv we have 
now." — To reconcile this paffagc with the foregoing, the 
author mull be fuppufed to l'peak here, not of the exhibi- 
tions at the publick theatrei, but of marques and frivate 
play I, pcrformrd either at court or at noblemen's houfes. 
He docs not fay, " fome of our thtatrei," — but, "our 
mafonei, and lorae of our pluya hiving had," fee. We 
have already Teen that LnSi Mi/lrcfs lie '(hum's Matque wai 
exhibited with Icencs at Dcnmark-hotifc in i63C. lntlicrcijn 
of King Charles 1. the performance of plays at court, and at 
private lioufei, fctms to have been very common ; and gen tie- 
fro m Mr. Garraid to Lord Stralibrd, dated Feb. 7. 1637. 
Strafford's Letters, Vol. II. p.t5o. " Two of the king's fervanu, 
privv-cbambcr men both, have writ each of them a play, Sir 
JohnSullin [Suckling] and Will. Barclay, which have been 
acted in court, mil at the Blackfrian, with much applaufe. 
Sutlin'splay cof! three a' flur hundred pounds fetting out : eight 
or tenfuits of new deaths he gave ilie player* 1 an unheard- 
of prodigality." The play on which Sir John Suckling ex- 
pended ibis large Turn, was AgUura. 

To the authority ofFleckno may be added that of Edward 
Phillips, who, in his Tkialram Pnlanan, 1G74. [article, 
D'Avenant,] praifes the pott for " the great fluency of his 
wit and fancy, cfpecially for what he Wrote for the Englifh 
lUge, of which, hiving laid the foundation before by hit 
raufical dramas, when the ufual plays were not fullered 10 
be aflcd, hewai Ihef.rJ reviver am! improver, by painted feeats.'" 
Wright alfo, who was well acquainted with the liiilory of 
our ancient ftigc, and had certainly converfed with many 
pcrfons who had feen theatrical performances before the 
civil wars, cxprcfily fays, as 1 have obferved above, that 
" /cents were firft introduced by Sir William D'Avenant, 
ou the publick ftagc, it the Duke's old theatre in Lincoln's 
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incontrovertible proofs, ' that the flage of Shak- 

Innlields," — "Prefentty after the Relloration," this writer 
informs us, » the king's players acted publickly at the Red 
Bull fortune time, ami then removed to a new-built play- 
houfeinVere-ftreet, by Clare-market. There they continued 
for a year or two, and then removed to the theatre-royal in 
Drury-Une, where they pf. made ufc of scenes, wktch had 
bttn a Hllli it/are inlndiuid urON the ?vzl\ck stage by Sir 
If. fiMwnanJ at the Dutt's aid theatre in Lincoln'i-IhnfietJi, 
Lnt afterwards very much improved, with the addition of 
curious machines, by Mr. Bettcrton, at the new theatre in 
Dorfct Gardens, to the great expence and continual charge 
of the playeri." Sifima Hjfirieaica, Svo._ 169,9. p. t o. 
Wright calls it the Duke's aid theatre in Lincoln' s-lnn-rields, 
though in fact ill l6f>3 it was a new building, hecaufe when 
lie wrote, it had become old, and a new theatre had been 
built in LineolnVIun-Fields in iCg5. He ia here fpcaking 
of playt and plains, and therefore makes no account of the 
mulical entertainments exhibited by D'Avenant a few years 
before at Rutland Houfc, and at the Cock-pit in Drury- 
lane, in which a. little attempt at fcencry had been made. 
In thofe pieces, I believe, no fiagc-player performed. 

6 I (unjoin the feotimcnts of Mr. Steevens, who differs 
with me in opinion on this Tubjccl; obferving only that in 
general the palia^es to which he alludes, prove only that our 
author's plays were not exhibited without the. lid of ma ch in cry, 
which is not denied ; and that not a tingle palfage is quoted, 
which proves that a moveable painted fcene was employed in 
any of his plays in his theatre. The tines quoted from Hit 
Staple o/vVfu'j, at the bottom of p. 1 13. mutt have been tran- 
fcribed from fonjc incorrect edition, lor the original copy, 
printed in l63l. reads — SCENE, not Scenes; a variation of 
tome importance. The words — •' the Varitut //lifting of their 
SCENE," denote, in my apprehenhon, nothing more than 
fit1«e;:i changt of place id lite /ir.vir/s ef la*.- Jrnma : and even if 
that were not the cafe, and tliefe words were ufed in the 
modern fen re, thev would not prove thatfeenes were employed 
cm the fta R e in Sliakjftirt'i time, for The Staph tfjftvtt was 
not exhibited till Match, i6a5-6.' 

*' It mull be acknowledged," fays Mr, SteeveDJ, " thai 
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ij.^arc was not furniflicd with moveable painted 

little more is advanced on this occafion, than is fairly Tup- 
ported by ific tellimony of contemporary writer). 

" Weren't, however, lo reafon oil filch a pari of the fubject 
as i! now before us, i'omc I uf|>iciuus arit'e, that where 

machinery was difcovcrcd, the lefj complicated adjunct oE 
fecnes was fcarcely warning. When ihe column is found 
Jtanding, no one will fuppofe but thai ii<vjs once accompanied 
by its ufual entablature. If thi) inference be natural, little 
impropriety can be complained of in one of the fta gc-di recti on s 
above mentioned. Where the bed is introduced, the fcenc 
of a bid -chamber (a thing too common to defcrve defcription) 
would of courfe be at hand. Neither fliould any great ftrefs 
be laid on the words of Sir Philip Sidney- Arc we not flili 
obliged to receive the ftage alternately as a garden, ai an 
ocean, as a range of rocks, or as a cavern' With all our 

ihc'atrc, that thc"a,,ol ogles which Shakf'pea.e offers for (cfoical 
deficiency, are flill in fome degree needful ; and he it always 
remembered that Sir Philip Sidney ha? not pofitivcly declared 
that no painted fecnes were in ufe. Who that mentions the 
prefent flagc, would think it nceeHary to dwell on the article 
of fcenery, unlcfs it were peculiarly firiking and magnificent? 
Sir Philip has notfpoken of flagc-habits, andare we therefore to 
fuppofe tbatnone were worn J Bclides, between the time when 
Sir I'hilip wrote his DcftnceofPotJ), and the period at which ihe 
plays of Shakfpcare were prefented, ihe flagc in all probability 
had received much additional embellilhment. Lctmcrepcat.lhat 
ifin l5ag (the date of A.olajtiis) machinery "is known to have 
cxilled, in 1 jg» (when Shakfpcare commenced a play-wright] 
a greater number of ornaments might naturally be expected, 
as it is ufuai for one improvement to be foon followed by 
another. That the plays of Shakfpcare were exhibited with 
the aid of machintry, ihe following llage-dircdlions, copied 

* What hippy deceptions could be produced by liit ail of frame- 
wnrk and painted canvas, we may learn from Holinfhcd, and yet 
more ancient hiAoriaai. The pa;ean[s and tournaments at the 
beginning of Henry Vllllh'l reipl very freqi^-.illy required that the 
caftlei of imaginary being* fhould lie exhibited. Of furl, contri- 
vances fome defcriptions remtin. Thefe extempore buildugi afforded 
B. natural inttaduaion lo fcenery on the liije. 
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Jccnes, bat merely deconited with curtains, and 

from the folio lGs3. will abundantly prove. Id The Tem- 
pefi, Ariel is fjid lo enter " like a harper, claps hil wings 
on the table, and with a quaint device the banquet vanillic!." 
lu a fubfequent fceiic of the fame play, juno " defcends [" 
and in Cjmtttine, Jupiter " deft cutis likewife, in thunder 
and lightning, fitting upon an eagle." In Macbeth, " the 
cauldron Jinti, and the apparitions rift." It may be added, 
that the dialogue of Shakfpearc lias i'uch perpetual reference 
to objects fuppofed vifible lo the audience, tbat the wane 
of fecnery could not have failed tr> render many of the 
defcriptions uttered bv his fpcakeri abfnrd and laughable. 

— Macdulf examines the outiide of Invcrnefs caftle with 
fuch minutenefs, that he dillinguifhcs even lb= nefls winch 
the martini had built under the projecting parts of its roof. 

— Roinco, (landing in a garden, points to the tops of fruit- 
Irces gilded by the moon. ■ — The prologue-fpeaker to The 
Second Pari of King Hc-iry IV. exprefsly Qiows the fpeftators 
" lliis worm-eaten bold of ragged done," in which North- 
umberland was lodged. Jachimo takes the moll exact in- 
ventory of every article in Imogen's bedchamber, from the 
Jilk and Giver of which her lapeilry was wrought, down 
to the Cupids that fuppott her andirons. Had not the 
inlide of this apartment, with its proper furniture, been 
rtprefented, how ridiculous mult the action of Jachimo have 
appeared ! He mull have flood looking out of the room 
for the particulars fuppofed to he vilible within it. In 
one of the parts of King Item, VI. a cannon is difcharged 
againfl a tower ; and conversions are held in almofl every 
ftcne from different walls, turrets, and battlements. Nor 
is my belief in ancient fcencry entirely founded on conjec- 
ture. In the folio edition of Shakfpearc's plays, lGa3. the 
following traces of it are preferred. In King John: " Enter, 
befoJt Anglers, Philip king of France," Stc. — "Enter a 
ciliien upon Ike walls." — "Enter the herald of France with 
trumpets lo the gales." — " Enter Arthur on the -walls" In 
King Henry V. " Enter the king, &c. r.'i/A failing ladders at 
HarJImr." — " Enter the king with all his train before the 
gales." In King Henry VI. " Enter to the protector fit the 
Tower gales," See. — " Enter Salifbury and Talbot on tie 
■walls." — "The French leap over (At walls in their Ihirts." 
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arras or tapeltry hangings, which, when decayed, 



ciut Follows tlirni Is tin S atc-, nnrf h jlut in." In Tinun : 
" Knter Timon in the woedi."* — » Enter Timon /rem la 
rane." I rjfuliui CjJ.u :' "hnier KlUOis^n hit nrchavd" Uc. &c. 
— In Hi irr, iviilioui elurdfli [thick dill rim Illations of plate, 
the liHi-ric.il dramas ul Slukfpcire Hi particular, would hive 
been wr.ippcd in tenfold coufnCon and obrcurtty ; not could 
the f| -tiT luvc l t tr [he (.iVi'i j,owir. or accompanied 

Inch "■■■■jti as r-Hit,.; t:mvn> only could fupply. The 
audience would wiih .iilfnuliy have received the eataHrophc 
of Romeo and Juliet as natural and alfe fling, uolcb lire 
deception wit cfiiiGrmed i" them by the appearance cE 
a tomb. Tim manager! who could raife ghofli, bid the 
cauldron fiuk into the earth, and then exhibit ■ train of 
royal phinrnms in Ma.Ldli. could with lei's difficulty fupply 
the Hat painting* nl a cavern or a prove. Toe artilU who 
can pue the dragoui of Medea in motion, can more eafily 
reprcfent the clouds through which they are to pafi. Km 
lor llicfe, or furti affilknccs, the fptclaior, like Ham lei' J 

and with tl'.c cuLli H-.vli^lUv the linnet id.-, in the Arabiji, 
tale, mufl have furnifticd from his own i magi nation the 
entertainment of which his eyes were foliated to partake. 

- It (nould likewifc be remembered, iliat the intervention 

of civil war'would eafily oteaCon many culloins of our 
early tlieaucJ to be iilenily forgotten. The limes when 

* Apcmnntus mull ha« pointed lo the fcenes as he fpote tlia 
following li.ici: 

fliame no: Mr/r.woodt, 
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appear to have been fo me times ornamented with 

Wright anil Downes produced their rcfpeclivc narratives, 
were by no means limes of exaftnefs or curiiilily. What 
they hcari micJit have IjetD heard imperfectly; it might 
hive ben unikillully related ; or tbeir own memories might 
have deceived them : 

' All nos vis tenuis famn prrlabluir aura. ' 
" One alfcriion made by the iaucr of thefe writers, a 
chronoloslcally difproved, We may remark iikewife, that 
in private theatres, a iiart of the audience was admitted on the 
fljgr, b'lt that this licence was refufed in llic juiblick play- 
houfeg. To what circumlUnce* (ball we impute this difference 
between llic cuflomt of the one and the other ? Perhaps the 
private theatres had no fecnes, the puilick had ; and a crouded 
fiagc would prevent them from being commodioufly beheld, 
or conveniently fhifted.* The fre/i, piBitrci mentioned by 
Benjoufoit in the Induction to his £>nlii«'j Rcvch might be 
properly iulrodnced to cover old lapeflry i for to hang picture* 
over faded arm, was then and is flill ("efficiently common in 
iintlqiiated manlions, fuch as thofe in which the fcenes of 
dramatick writers are often laid. That Shakfpcare himfelf 
was no flranger'to the magick of theatrical ornaments, may 
he inferred from a parage in which he alludes to the fcenery 
of pageants, the falhtonable fhows of his time : 

it Sometime! we fee a cloud that's tlragonilh, 

11 A vapour fomctimes like a lion, a bear, 

<( A towred citadel, a pendent rock, 

11 A forked mountain, or blue promontory 

(i With trees upon't, that tiod unto the world, 

* To Jhijt a J"" '•' at leafl a pQiafe employed by Shalfpeare 



" There ii a legacy left to llic king's playrn, 

Both for their ™i™ flffitg ,j fit Jam, 
" And dextrous change of tlieir perfom to all (hapel 
" And all difjjtiifei," Sic. 

Vol. III. I 
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pictures; ' and Come pafTagcs in our old dramas 
incline mc to think, that when tragedies were per- 
formed, the itogc was hung with black. ! 

it And mock our eves vi'lli air; — lit eft thou hail fern, 
li They are black Vefper's pBgtMU.'"f 

i Antony ami Cleopatra. 

" To conclude, trie rieheft and molt expeufive ftcucs liad 
been introduced lo drefs up thufe frrarioni children of [he 
Mufe called Mafquei; not have we fuffieient resdon For bellev- 
■ jug [bar Triptiiv. In r legitimate oii'ipi i.13, continued to be 
espofed In raps, ivhik appendages more fui table lo her dignity 
were known to be within the reach of our ancient manager!. 
Shakfyeare, Burble, and Condell, mull have had frequent 
opportunists ol being acquainted with the mode in which 
both, mafnuci, tragedies, and comedies, were rcprcfcatcd in 
the inns of court, the halls of noblemen, and in the palace 

itfclF. " 

7 « Sir Ciack, I am none of your frcfli piQsrtt, that ufc to 
beautify the decayed old arras, la a ptiblick Ihtatri." Induction 
to Cjnma't Rtvels, by Ben Jonfon, iGoi. 

* In the [eduction to an old tragedy called A wanting fit 
. fair tt'omtn, 1 5j gp. three perfi>nag< s pre nituuhiti-J, under the 
names of Tragtdj, Come,!), and liiprj. . After fomc Cornell 
for fuperiority. Tragedy prevails; and Htfleiy aud Comtdj 
retire with thefe words : 

• ■ HiJI. Look, Cmeiu, I mirk'd it not till now, 
■ 4i Thtjtagt is hung iJif/i llutt, and I perceive 

li Com. Nay tuen? 1 fee flic (hall 'be cater tat u'd. 
i> Thefe ornaments befeem not thee and me; 
» Then Ttagedie, kill tliem to-day with furrow, 
K We*ilmal!e them laugh with mirthful jells to-morrow." 
So, in MarftonV Initiate CivMtft, l6l3. 

• i TUJlagc of heaven is hung with folemn black, 
at A time bell fitting to ail trageditt."' 

t After a pageant had paDed llno'Jgti the flreels, the characters 
that eompofed it were ■Uembled id tome halt or other fpacioui 
apartment, where ihey delivered their refpetliie foeechct, and 
were finally ftt out lo view with the advantages of proper fccncij- 
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^Mn the early part, at lead, of our author's ac- 
quaintance with the theatre, the want of fcencry 
feems to have been lupplicd by the Gmplc expedient 
of writing the names of the different places where 
the Icene was laid in the progrels of the play, 
which were dilpofed in Inch a manner as to he 
vilible to the audience. * 

Though the apparatus for 'theatric k exhibitions 
was thus [canty, and the machinery of the fimplcft 
kind, the invention of trap-doors appears not to be 
modern; for in an old Morality, entitled, Alt for 
Money, we find a marginal duedtion, winch implies 
that they were very early in ufe." 



Again, iii Daniel's Civil Wanes, Book V. i6ot. 

.< Let hei be made the faiU flage, whereon 
Shall fir" be aflrd bloody tragtdits." 
Again, in King Henry VI, Pjrt I. 

« Hung be the heavens with Mm*," fcc. 
Again, more sppoGtely, hi Tlii Rapt of I.uerect, 1594. 

u Mack flage for tragedies, and tnurthtri fell." 

* " What child is there, that coming to a play and feeing 
^Tkeieswitltn upon an oU,L-*r, doili believe that it is Thebes?" 

Defence of Poejie, by Sir Philip Sidney. Signal. G. i5g5. 

When D'Avenaui introduced fceues on the publick (i^sc, 
this ancient priiike was ill. I followed. See his Introduction 
to his' Siege of Kkoin, t65G. " In die middle of ihe frcefe 
■was a compartment, wherein was written — RlJODES." 

* " Here — with fome line conveyance, Plea/art fhali 
appcare from htneathe." AH fir M.mej, 078. 

So, in Marlion'j Antonio's Revenge, [Gov. 
it Enter Balurdo from under ihe Jiage." 

In the fourth aft of Macbelh ftverjl apparitions arift from 
beneath the Ilage, and again defceud. — Tbe cauldron like- 
wife links : 

ii Why fmki ihat cauldron, and ivhai nolfe is this?" 
In The Rearing Girl, a comedy by Middle ton and Decker, 
1611. there is a characlcr called Trap-door. 
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Wc learn from Hey wood's Apology for Atlors, 1 
that die covering, or internal roof, of the Rage, 
was anciently termed the hcc.vcm. It was probably 
painted of a (ky-blue colour; or perhaps pieces of 
drapery tinged wilh blue wereftifpeoded acrofs the 
llage, to reprcfent the heavens. 

It appears from the (lagc- directions * given in 
Thi Spanijh Tragedy, that when a play was exhibited 
witllin.a play, (if 1 may lo exprcls mvfclf,) as is 
the cafe in that piece and in Hamlet, the court or 
audience before whom the interlude was performed 
fat in the balcony, or upper flagc already tlcfcribed ; 
anil a curtain or traverfe . being hung acrofs the 
ftagc fur the nonce, the performers entered between 
tii at curtain and the general audience, and on its 
being drawn, began their piece, addrcihng them- 



ti Cajl. How now Hieroiiimo, whcre'i your fellows, 
n Tfiai you lake all thi* palm ? 

ii Hiiro. O, fir, ii is for the author's credit 
ii To look that all lli'mes may «o well, 
ii Bui, good my lord, lei me entreat your grace, 
ii To nive the Lliiji the copy of the pUy. 



(i Cafi. 1 will, Hieronimo. 

n Hicro. Let me entreat your Rrace, that when 
ii The train arc pa/I into the gallery, 
a You would v mi J i frill to throw me down llie key. 
u Cafi. 1 will, Hieroiiimo. 

n Enter Balthazar, tilth a chair. 
"Hot. Well done, Ba!llia £ ar ■, hangup the tilt : 
ii Ourfccncis Rhodes. What, is your besrd on ? " 
Aitenvardi the tragedy of Svljman and Perjeda is exhibited 
before the King of Spain, the Uuke ol Caitilc, &c. 
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fclves to the balcony, and rcgardlefs of the fpefla- 
tors in the theatre, to whom their backs mu.it have 
been tinned during the whole of the performance. 

From a plate prefixed to Kirk man's Drolls, printed 
in 167s. in which there is a view of a theatrical 
booth, it fhould feem that the (lage was formerly 
lighted, by two large branches, of a form fimiiar 
to thofe now hung in churches; and from lieau- 
inom's Verfcs prefixed to Hetcher's Faithful Skep- 
hcrdrfs, which was acled before the year 1611. we 
find that wax lights were uied. 1 

Thcfe branches having been found incommo- 
dious, as they obftrufled the fight of t lie fpeclaiors,* 
gave place ata fubfequent period to (mall circular 
wooden frames, furnifbed with candles, eight of 
which were hung on the flage, four at either fide: 
and thcfe within a few years were wholly" removed 
by Mr. Garrick, who, on his return from h ranee 
in 17(15. ftrfl introduced the prefent commodious 
method of illuminating the ilage by lights nut 
vifiblc to the audience. 

The body of the houfe was illuminated by crcf- 
fets, 7 or large open lanterns of nearly the fame (ize 
with thofe which are fixed in tlie poop of a Ihiji. 

' " Some like, If the wax lights be new thai day." 

* Flcckno in 1G64. complains of the bad lighting of the 
flaec, even at that time : " Of this curious an [fctntty] the 
Italians (this ialtcr age) art the greatcll mailers ; die Ficuch 
good proficients ; and we in England only iiliolars and 
learners yet, having proceeded no farther than to h^re 
painting, and not arrived 10 the flu pen [ions wondm of 
your great iugeniers ; cfpctially not inwing jil hew In \>ltiLt 
our ligkti, for l/ir mere advantage aa.l illuminating of ike fceim." 
Short Difiourfc of ike Engli/k Stage. 

* See Cotgrave'i trench JJifliouary, 1611. iav.Falot; 

1 3 
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If all the players wbofc names arc enumerated 
in the firft folio edition of our author's works,, be- 
longed 10 the fa me, theatre, they computed a nume- 
rous company ; but it is doubtful whether they alt 
performed at the lame period, or always continued 
in [he fame houfe. s Many of the companies, in 
the infancy of the ftage. certainly were fo thin, that 
the fame per foil played two or three parts:' and 
a battle on which the fate of an empire was fuppofed 
to depend, was decided by half a dozen combatans. * 

" A crrffci light, {Juch as they aft in playhoujei,) made of 
inpes wreathed, pitched! and put into final! and open cages 
of iron." 

The Watchmen of London carried creffets fixed on pole, 
till iS3g [and perhaps liter). Sr. owe't Swrvt). p. 160. edit. 161S. 

» An aflor, who wrote a pamphlet again!) Mr. Pope, loon 
aficr [he publication or his edition of ShaHpesre, Tap, he 
CO" Id prove thai they he longed to lever..! different companies. 
Il appears from rlic MS. Rrgiftcr of loid Stanhope, irrafurcr 
of die chamber ro king James I. (hat Jafiph Taylor, in i6t3. 
wai ar the. head of a diHinfl inmpanv It nm tint of Heminge, 
railed the lady [ili«helh'» fcrvanls. who then afled at ,ht Haft 
on the Bankfide. He was probably however, before that 
period, of the king's company, of which afrcrivards he was 
t principal omamttit. Seme of ihe players too, whofe names 
are prefixed to the lirfl [olio edition of our author, wete dead 
in tlic year ifjoo. or luon after; and others there enumerated, 
might have appeared at a Inblcquenl period, ro fupplv their 
lofs. See the dialogue, of Allots, poll. 

» In rlic Induction 10 Mar (Ion's Antonio and Mtllida, 160S. 
Pwroalks Albtrta what parr heails. Herrplics, •• the nccrffity 
of the play force lh roc 10 acl two farts." See alfo the Dramatu 
Vcjonit ol many of our ancient plays ; and below, p. I &5. n. 0,. 

* si And fo out feme mil ft tn the battle fly, 
(i Where. O for pity ! we fhall much difgrace 
11 With four ar fivl miji vilt and raggtd foils, 
ti Right ill dilposM, in brawl ridiculous, 
ii Therume of Agincourt." King Henry V. A& IV, 
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It appears 10 have been a common practice in their 
mock engagements , to dif charge fmall pieces of 
ordnance on or behind the ftage. 1 

Before the exhibition began,' three flourifhes 
were played, or, in the ancient language, there were 
three foundings. 4 Mufick was likewise played be- 
tween thcacls. '-The hi ft in merits chiefly ufed, were 

1 " Much like lo fame of the players that come to the 
fcaffold with drumme anil trumpet, to proffer Ikirmilh, and 

a madow.^r conquer a paper monKcr.'' ^chode of Abufc, by 
Stephen Goflbn, i5;g. 

So, in The True Tragtdtt cj RUharde Quie ofTorhc, and thi 
Death of goad King Henrie Hie Sixt, 1600. " Alarmcs 10 the 
battaile. — York Hies; then the chambers be dif charged ; then 
cnierthe king," &c. 

4 Li Came, let's bethink ourfelves, what may be found 
u To deceii-e time with, till the [econd found." 

Xoiesfrom BLck-fryars, by II. Fm-Jcolicry, 1617. 
See alio the, Addrel's to the readers, prefixed to Decker's 
Saiiromajiix, a comedy, liios. " Inllead of the trumpets founding 
thrice before the play begin, " he. ' 
' See tlieProloguc to Har.mlal and Scipio, a tragedy, 1 637 ; 
(( The places fomciimes chang'd too for the fcene, 
t( Which is tranflated, as the muGck playi 
11 Betwixt the acts. " 
The praflice appears to have prevailed in the infancy of our 
flagc. See the concluding lines of the fecond afl of (Jammer 
Gurton's Needle, 1 57 5 : 

11 la the towne will I, my frendes to vyfi't there, 

ti And hcihir flraight again, to fee the end of this gerc ; 

it In the mean timt,jehwtt, jiipe upp your fiddles, I fky 

(I And let your ireyndes here fuch mirth as ye can make 

It has been thought by fome that our author's dramas were 
exhibited without any paufes, in an unbroken, continuity of 
fecnes. But this appears to be a millakc. In a copy of Borneo 
end Juliet, i5gg. now before inc, which certainly belonged 
to the playhoul'e, the ending of the afls are marked in the 

M 
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trumpets, cornets, hautboys, lutes, recorders, viols, 
and organs. b '1 he band, which, 1 believe, did hoc 
conhfl of more than eight or ten performers , fat 
(as I have been told by a very ancient flage-veteran, 
who had his information from Bora an, the contem- 
porary of lictierton,) in an upper balcony, over 
what is now called the flagc-box. 7 

From Sir Henry Herbert's Manufcript I learn, 
that the muficians belonging to Miakfpeare's com- 
pany were obliged to pay the Mailer of the 
Revels an annual fee for a licence to play in the 
theatre. 

Not very long after our poet's death the Black- 
margin; and direftinns ire given for mtifiek to be played 
between each aft. The marginal dircilions in tins copy 
appear to be of « very old date, one of ihcm being in the 
indent flyle and hand - Ptaje mufukt." 

* See the Ib-c-ditcaimis in Marflnn's Saptonijba, ailed at 
ibr BlackMar. theatre, in l6o6: 

The ladies draw the curuim about Sophonifba ; — ihe 
eeraels and vrgtuu playing loud full muf.ckc for the ail. 
Sigiwf. B 4. 

<■ Organ mist wtlh r«or<ferJ, for ihis ail. Signal. D 2. 

•< Organs, rich, and voice., play for til it act. Signal. E 2. 

(i AbaicWandatrcblc viol play forthiiacc." Signal. F*. 

' In the lall dene of M.^im;^ Cir? Mn.Um, which wai 
firUaaedallllaikfriari, May sS. lC3s. Orpheus is introduced 
chanting thofe ravilhing drains with which he moved 
it Charon and Cerberus, to give him way 
u To fetch from bell his loll EurydiM." 

The following Hagc-dirctlion, which is found in the pre- 
ceding fecue, iuppurts what has been fuggcflcd above, con- 
cerning the flation of the muficians in our ancient theatres : 
" Mulicians comt i/ouin, [i. e. are to come down, ] to make 
ready for the fong at Arras," This fong was to be fung behind 
the arras. 

* For a warrant to ilie Mufitionj of the king's company, 
this 9th of April, 1627.— £1, o. 0." MS.Hcrbcrt. 



OF THE ENGLISH STAGE. isi 



friars' band was more numerous;' and their repu- 
tation, was To iiigh as to be noticed by Sir Btilflrodc 
Wlutclockc, in an account which he has left of the 
fplendid Mafque given by the four Inns of Court 
on the fecond of February, i633-4- entitled The 
Triumph of Peace, and intended, as he himfelf In- 
forms us, " to manifeft the difference of their 
opinion frora Mr. Prynnc's new learning, and to 
confute his Hijli -iomnjtix agamfl interludes." 

A very particular account of this mafque is found 
in his Memorials; but that svhich Dr. Burnev lias 
lately given in his very curious and elegant Hiflory 
of Mufuk,' from a maoafcript in the poffeffion of 
Dr. Moreton , of the Britifh Mufcum , contains 
foiuc minute particulars not noticed in the former 
piiuLed account, and among others an eulogy on 
our poet's band of muficians. 

" For the Mufickc, " fays Whitelocke, " whicli 
was particularly committed to my charge, 1 gave 
to Mr. Ives, and to Mr. Lawes, tool, a piece for 
ttleir rewards; for the four French gentlemen, the 
queen's fervaius, I thought' that a handfomc and 
liberall gratifying of them would be made known 
to the queen, their miftris, and well taken by her. 
I therefore invited themoue morning to a collation 
atr. St. Dunflan's tavernc, in the great room, the 
Oracle of Apollo, where each of them had his plate 
lay'd by him, covered, and the napkin by it, and 

9 In a warrant of proleflion now before me, ligned by Sir 
Hcmy Hirbcri, and dated from the Ofliee oi die Revels, 
Dec. !7. 1624. Nicholai Underbill, Robert Pillaut, John 
Rhodes, and fevemccn others, arc mentioned as being "all 
iraployed by the kings MajeflitJ fervanis in tbeire rjualliiy of 
pUyingc as muGtions, arid other necclliiry attendants." 

- VoI.HI.p.3j6. 
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when they opened their plates, they found in each 
of them forty pieces of gould, of their mailer's 
coyne, for the firft difii, and they had caufe to be 
much picked with this furprifeli: 

" The reft of the mufuians had rewards an- 
fwearabk to their parts and qualities; and the 
whole charge of the muficke came to about one 
thoufand pounds. The clothes of the horlcmcn 
reckoned one with another 2Xi£. 1 no a fait, act the 
lcaft, amounted to £. 10,000. — The charges of all 
the reft of the mafque, which were borne by the 
fotieiics, were accounted to be above twenty 
thoufand pounds'. 

" I was fo converfant with the mufitians, and fo 
willing to gain their favour, efpecially at this time, 
that 1 compoled an aier my felf'e, with the affiftancc 
of Mr. Ives, and called it Whitelotkt's Coranto ; 
which being cried up, was fn-ft played publiquely 
by the Blackefryars Muficke, who were then ejlemed 
the btjt of common mufitians in London. Whenever 
I came to that houie, (as I did fometimes in thofe 
dayes, though not often,) to fee a play, the mufi- 
tians would prefently play Whittlockes Coranto; 
and it was fo often called for, that they would 
have it played twice or thrice in an afternoonc. 
The queen hearing it, would not be perfuaded that 
it was made by an Engliflnnan, bicaufc fliefaid it 
was fuller of life and fpirit than the Englilh aiers 
ufed to be ; butt fhc honoured the Coranto and the 
maker of it with her majcflycs royall commenda- 
tion. It grew to that requcfl, that all the common 
mufitians in this towne, and all over the kingdomc, 
gott the compofition of it, and played it pub- 
liquely in all places for above tbiriie years after." 
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The flage, in Shakfpcaie's time Teems to have 
been fcparated from the pit only by pales. ' Soon 
after die Siello ration, the band, 1 imagine, took the 
Jtation which they have kept ever fmce , in an 
orcbeflra placed between the flatre :ind the pit 

The pci fun who (pukeihe prologue, who entered 
immeciiately after the third founding, 1 ufually wurc 

) u And now that I have vaulted up fo hyt, 
II Above the Jlagl-rajlei of thTs earthen globe, 
u I mull turn aflor. " Mack Baaie. 41a, 1C04. 
Sec alfo D'AvenpiU's Ptajhtojt to he let: 

11 Monficur, yon miy draw up your trjop of forces 
i> Within IhtpaUs." 
* £ce the firft dircilinn in The Tempeji, altered by D'Ave- 
nantaud Dryden, availed at the Duke's Theatre hi Lincoln's- 
Inn-Fields, in 1667 : 

" Thefrout of ihc flacc is opened, and the band of twenty- 
four violins, with the harpficals and theorbos, which ac- 
company the voices, are placed between the pit and Ihe //age. " 
If this hail not been a novel regulation, the direction wuiild 
have been unneceffary. 

: Cotgrave in his Dicltoniry, »Gu. following iht hie* of 
ancient Rome, defines Orehcjtrc, "The fens tori' or noble- 
mens' places in 1 theatre, between the IlaRe and ( ommon feat*. 
Alfo the flage itfclf." IF mufi. iens had fet hi thi, ,.)ace, 
■when he wrote, or the term orihejlre, in iti pr.feni fenfe, 
had been then known, there is reafon ■oUli.ve that he w.>.ild 
have noticed It. See hii interpretation ol Falot, abnvc, in 
p. 118. n. 7. 

The word orthcf.re is not found in Miufheu's Difl. nor 
Butlokar's Expifiiar. 

In Cockeraiii's interpreter of hard Wordi, l655. it is defined 
*Je*£M. 

' " Pref«-nt not your felfe on the Rage, [efperially at* 
new play) untill the quaking prologue hjth by rubbine, pot 
cullor into hii check?, and is ready to Rive the trumpet! their 
cue, thai he's upon the point to enter." Decker's CuVi 
tlorncbooh, i6eo.. 
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a long black velvet cloak, 6 which, I fuppofc, was 
confide red as bell fuiicd to a fupplicatory addrefs. 
Of this cu flora, whatever may have been its origin, 
feme traces remained til! very lately; a black coat 
having been, if I millake. not, within thefe few 
years, the conflant flage-habiliment of our modern 
prologue Ipcakcrs.. The complete drefs of the 
ancient prologue-fpeaker is dill retained in the 
play exhibited in Humid, before the king and court 
of Denmark. 

An epilogue does not appear to have been a 
regular appendage to a play in Shakfpearc's rime; 
for many of his dramas had none; at lcalt, they 
have not been pteferved. In All's Well that Ends 
Well, A Midjummer JVight's Dream, As you like it, 
Troilus and Crtjida, and The Tempeft, the epilogue 
is fpoken by one of the per Pons of the drama, and 
adapted to the character of the fpeaker; a circum- 

* See the Induftion 10 Cyxthia'i Reels, [6oi : 

u 1, Child. Pray you, away; why children what do you 

ic a. Chilli. Marry, that you ftiould not fpeak the prologue, 
(i 1. Child. Sir, 1 plead poUcfhon of the cloak. Gentlemen, 
your fuffragei, for Cod's fake." 

So, in [he prologue to 7 he Coronation, by Shirley, 1640. 
(i Since 'lis become the title of our play, 

It With pardon fpeak the prologue, give as free 

« A welcome 10 the theatre, as lie 

>• That wiih a little beard, a hag black cloak, 

II With a flarch'd face and fupple leg, hath fpoke 

it Before the plays ihii twelvemonth, let me then 

Again, in the prologue 10 The Wman-HateT, by Beaumont 
■nd Fletcher, 1607. " Gentlemen/ inductions are out of 
dale, and a prologue in verfe is as Hale as a black velvet 
eloake, and 1 bay garlande." 
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fiance that I have not obferved in the epilogues of 
any other author ol that age. 1 lie epilogue was 
not always fpoken by one of the performers in 
the piece ; for that fubjoincd to The Second pari of 
King Henry IV. appeals to have been delivered by 
a dancer. 

The performers of male characters frequently 
wore periwigs 7 which in the age of Sbakfpeare 
were not in common ufe. * It appears from a paf- 
fage in Puttenham's Aile of Engtijlt Poeftt, i5Sg. 
that vizards were on fome occalions ufed by the 
actors ofthofe days;* and it may be inferred from 
a fecne in one of our author's comedies, that they 

, ^ See Uamlcl, Pi.Sk III. fc. ii. » O, it offends me to the 
foul, to hear a robullious periwig-piced fellow tear a paf- 

So, In Every Woman in her Humour, 1609. " Ai none 
wear hoods but monks and ladies, — and feathers but Fore- 
horfis. Stir, none ptrtmip but players and piflures." 

o In Halt's Yirgidaniartim, i5g 7 . Lib. 111. Sat. 5. ike 
fafhion of wearing periwig! is ridiculed as a novel and fan- 
taftick cuftora : 

Late travailing along in London way, 
li Mee met, as feem'd by his difipiii'd array, 
ii A ludic comtier, whofe curied head 
ti With abron locks was fairely furnHhed ; 
(i 1 him filmed in our lavifli wife ; 
ii He angers my untimely caurteGes. 
(i His bonnet vcil'd — or ever he could think, 
ii The unruly winde blowes oif his ptriwinke. 
it He lights and runs, and quickly hath him fped, 
ii To over-take his over-running head. — 
ti Ei't not f wee t pride, when men their crownes mull (hade 
ii Willi lhat which jerks the hams ofeveryjadc; 
ii Or lloor-flrow'd locks from off the barber's fhiars? 
ii But waxen crowms well pree with borrowed baiics." 

* " partly (fays he] to fupply ihe want of players, 

when there were more parts than there were perlont," 
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were Co me times worn in his time, bythofe who 
performed female characters. * Hut this, 1 imagine, 
was very rare. Some of the female part ol the 
audience likewife appeared in maffcs. 3 

* In A Midjunarr Wight's Ilream, Flute objeclj to hit 
phyiiie a woman's part, becaufc lie Ins "a beard a coming." 
But his IrituJ Qiiince tells bim, '! that's all one; you 
lhall play it in a uwjk t and you may fpeak as fmall as you 
will." 

I •■ In onr alTc.niblics at plaves in London, [fays Go flan, 
in his Sik^le Al-Mt, l5;r,. S^nal. C.) you fl»H fee fucli 
hcjvineanJ fliovini:, fuel] vtclilii" and ftiould'rinc; to line 
by women, fucli care for their garments, tliat ibey be not 
trode on-, filch eyes to their lappes, tliat no chippci light 
in ihcm ; futh pillows to their backes, tliat they take no 
hum ; fueh m*J-i*gin their ears, I know not what; fucli 
giving them pippins to ,.af. the time; fucji playiue at loot 
fiunte without cardc, -, Inch licking, Inch toying, fueh fril- 
ling, fuch winking, fuel, manning them home when the 
fports are ended, that it Is a tight comedie to mark their 

So alio, the prologue to 
„ nor doth 

•< Your laud or hand with that moll common Gn 
■ i Of vulgar pens, rank bawdry, thai fm ell i 

. Again, in hi. SV„M,r',/ y.!Lu-:, f . 'V.lgfl. 

it Uifguifed McHalinc, 

ii I'll (tare thy mafic, and bare thec lo tlie eytie 
ti Of hilling boyei, il to the theatres 
n 1 fitld thee once more come for Icrliercrs." 
Again, in B. Jonfon's verl'cs, addrcllcd to Fletcher on his 
Futhfil Skt^hndcfi : 

u The wife and many-headed bench that lit* 

ii Upon the life and death of plays anil wits, 

ti Coropoi'd ol qameftrr, captain, knight, knights man, 

« Ijid, or /in/;/, that wears mqjhi or ha, 

it Velvet or tallata cap, rank'd in the dark 

k With the fhoyis foreman, or fomc fueh brave fparke, 

n (That may judge for UU Jix-penee) had, before 

II They faw it lialf, damn'd thy whole play." 



OF THE ENGLISH STAGE. 137 



Both the prompter, or book-holder, as he was 
fometiraes called, and the property-man, appear to 
have been regular appendages of our ancient 
theatres. 4 

The ftage-drclTes , it is rc^fonablc to fnppofc, 
were much more eotlly in fome playhoufes than 
others. Yet the wardrobe of even the king's Ser- 
vants at The Globe and Blackfriars was, we find, 
but fcantily furniihed; and our author's" dramas 
derived very little aid from the fplendour ol ex- 
hibition. 1 



After the Re flora [1dm, maftj, 1 believe were chiefly worn 
in the theatre, by women of [lie [own. Wright complains 
oF the great number of maiks in hit lime : " Of late the 
pUy-houfci are fo extremely peflered with viistd-ntrjis and 
their trade, (occalioning continual quarrels and abulcs] thai 
many of ' the marc civilized part of the town are uticafy 
in [lie company, and fliuu the theatre as they would a houfc 
of (caudal." Hijl. HiJlrioH. 1G99. p. 0. 

Ladies of unhlcniiI!:L'l l1i.ii iKitr, however, wore mafks In 
ihe boxes. In the time of Cont;reve. In the epilogue to 
Durfcy's comedy called The ot.l Miidt and lie A'eu', (no date,} 
the fpealter points to the malks in the fide buna : but I am 
not fure whether what are now called the Balconies were 

i> °\ ^""'ffure you, fir, we arc not fo officioufly befriended 

lioui'c, to prompt us aloud, llamp at the boch-koldtr, fwear 
for our properties, curfe the poor lire-man, rayle the mu- 
(icke out of tune," &c Induct ion to dnt/iia's Revels, 1C01. 

' See the induction to Ben Jonfon's Staple qfjftwi, ailed 
by the kin R 's fcrvauts, i6«5. 

" O Curiafa), you come to fee who wears the new fuit to- 
day ; whofe clonths are beft pen'd, whatever [he part be; 
which aflor has the bed leg and foot; what king playl 
without cuffs, and his queen wilhatil glomes : who rides poft 
in jleckings, and dances in boots" 

It is, however, one of Prynne'i arguments againA the 
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It is well known, that in the time of Shakfpeare, 
and fur many years afterwards, female charaftcrs 
were rcprefentcd folcly by boys or young men. 
Nafhc in a pamphlet pubiifhed in i5<js. Ipeaking 
in defence of the Epglifh ftage, boafts that the 
players of his time were " not as the players be- 
yond fea, a fort of frjuirting bawdic comedians, 
that have whores and common curtizans to play" 
women's parts." * What Nafhe confident! as an 
high eulogv on his country, Prynne has made one 
of his principal charges againfl the Englilh ftage; 
having employed levcral pages in his balky volume, 
and quoted many hundred authorities, to prove 
that " thofe playcs wherein any men afi women's 
parts in woman's apparel! mull needs be finful , 
yea, abominable unto chriftiaus." 7 The grand 
bafia of his argument is a text in feripturc ; 
Dtuttronomy, xxii. 5 : "The woman (hall not wear 
that which pertaineth unto man, neither fhall a 
man put on a wp man's garment : " a precept, 
which Sir Richard Baker has juftly remarked, is 
no part of the moral law, and ought not to be 
underilood literally. " Where," fays Sir Richard, 

Jta«e, in ihc inveflive which lie pubiifhed abotft eight yean 
after til c dale of'thit pictc, lhal *' the ordinary theatrical 
interludes were ufually afled in wtr-teftty, effeminate, fan- 
taflick, and gavdj apparel." Hifiriomaft. p. 816. Bin little 
ererfit is to be given to chat voluminous zealot, on a queflion 
of this kind. As the frequenters of the theatre were little 

blealLs ofimtt btcjls, lb 'a piece of coarfc fluff trimmed 
with tinfel via probably in bis opinion a moll fplcudid 
and wgoil} d.eis. 

« Pitne PenniUfs hh Supplication to the Devi!, 410. ]5ga. 

7 Hijlnamaf.ix, 410. l633. p. 179. 
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" finds he this precept? Even in the fame place 
■where he finds alio tbatwc mull not wearc eloaths 
of linfey-woolfcy: and feeing we lawfully now 
wear- cloaths of lin fey-wool fey, ivhy inayit not be 
as lawful for men to put on ivomcn'i garments ? " * 
It may perhaps he fuppofed that Prynne, having 
thus vehemently inveighed againft men's reprc- 
f'enting female chara&ers on the flage, woidd not 
have been averle to the introduction of women in 
the fccne; but fiuful as this zealot thought it in 
mm to alTiimc the garments of the other lex, he 
confidercd it as not lefs abominable in women to 
tread the (lage in their own proper drefs: for he 
informs us, " that fome Frenchwomen, or monfters 
rather, in Michaelmas term, 1629. attempted to. 
act a French play at the playhoufe in li lack friers, " 
which he rcprefents as " an impudent, fhameful 
tinwomanim, gracelefs, if not more than whorijit 
attempt." * ' 

8 Thcalrmn Triumphant, Svo. 1670. p, iG. Martin Luther's 
comment on litis texi is aj follows : " Hie nun prohibetur 
quia ad vitandum pcnculum, am ludtndnm joco, vel ad 
fillendum holies inulicr puflit Rtrcre armi viri, S; vir mi 
veitc rouliebri; fed ut ferln Be lifilalo habitu talia non lianl, 
ui decora unique Fcxui {crvctur dignitas." And die learned 
Jefuit, Lorin,' concurs with hiin : " DiR] mulatto veltis poteft 
ioterdnm fine peccalu liert, vtl ad re pre fen land am cornice 
irarjiceve perfonam, vtl ad clfugienduiu periculum, vel in 
cafu limUi." Ibid. p. 19. 

1 Hijirkmafik, p. 414, He there calls il only an ailcir.pl, 
but in a former pa^e {2 ■ 5} lie fayi, " they have now tlitir 
female players in lialy and olher foreign e pans, as ihey 
had fuch French women aclors in a play not long lince 
perfnuaicd in Blackffiers piayhoufc, to which Iknc was great 
Ttfarl." In the margin he adds — "in Michaelmas tcrme, 
l6sg." His account is confirmed by Sir Henry Herbert's 

V01. III. K. 
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Soon after the period lie fpcaks of, a regular 
French theatre was cflabliflied in London, where 

Oflicc-book, in which I find the following notice of thii 

" For the allowinge of a French company to playc a farfe 
at Biackfiycrs, this 4 of November, 1 6sg. — jf.a. o. o." 

The fame company attempted an exhibition both at the 
Red Bull and the fortune theatres, as appear! from the Fol- 

" For allowing! of the Frenche [company] at the Red 
Bull for a dayc, is; Novemb. i6ig. — [jT.t. 0. a.} 

" For allowinge of-a Frcnchc rompauie all the Fortune 
10 play one aftcrnoone, this 14. day of Dccemb. 1619. — 

" 1 ihould have had another peece, but in refpefl of 
ihcir ill fortune, I was content to bellow a pecce back." 
MS. Hcrbcit. 

Prynue, in conformity to the abfurd notions which have 
been Hated in the text, inferted in his Index thefc words : 
" Women atlors notorious whores :" by which he fo highly of- 
fended the king and queen, that he was tried in the Star- 
chamber, and fentenced to be imprifoned for life, fined 5 000!. 
expelled Lincoln's Inn, dilbarred and difqualiiied to prae- 
tife the law, degraded of his degree in the univcrGly, to 
he fct on the pillory, his ears cut off, and his book burnt 

VVhitelocke, " was as rigoroudy executed." I quote thefe 
words as (liven by Dr. flurney from Whitclocke's Manu- 
fcript. It is remarkable that in his printed MEMORIALS the 
word rigorous is omitted; from which there is icafon to 
believe that the editor in 1CS9 took fome liberties with 
the manufcrlpt from which that book was printed. The 

words there arc, 11 njfiirA Jtnlcncc was as Jeverelj 

executed." 

In p. 708 of Prynne's book is the following note, the 
inferlion of which probably incenfed their majcflics, who 
often performed in the corm-mafques, not lefs than what 
has been already mentioned : 

" It is hfamou in this author's judgment [Dion Cafiius] 
for emperors or perfonl of quality t* danu u£on a f'*gt, or 
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without doubt women aclcd. ' They had long be- 
fore appeared on tbe kalian as well as the French 

■ In the Office-book of Philip Elrl of Pembroke and 

Flw/do^for^himfdfe and the rcll of 'the French play "rs^'for 
a tragedy bv them i3ed before his Majeflie in Dee. lall." 
Dated jan. 8. l635-6. Their lioufc had been licenfed, 
April 18. i635. I find alfo " fio. paid to John Navarro 
for himfclf and the rell of the company of Spani/h player J, 
for a play prefeuted before his MajefUe, Dec. 23. iG3'5." 
. We have already feen that Henrietta Maria had a pre- 
cedent for introducing the comedian) of her own country 
into England, K.iag Henry the Seventh having lite-wife had 
a company of French players. 

Sir Henry Herbert's manufcript furntfhes ui with the 
following notices on this fiibjecl : 

•• On tuefdsy night the 17 of February, lG3,{. [i634-5.] 
a Frenche company of players, being aproved of by the 
cjucenc at fcer hotife too nights before, and commended 
by her majefiy to the kinge, were admitted to the Gock- 
pitt in Whitehall, anil there prcfcnicd the king and tjuecne 
with a Frenche comedy called Melift, with food approbation : 
for which play the king gives them ten pounds. 

" This day being Friday, and the so of the fame m on the, 
the kinye tould mec his pleafurc, and commanded mee to 
give order that this Frenche company Ihould playe the too 
fernion dales in the weeke, during their time of playinge 
in Lent, and in the honfe of Drury-lane, where the queenes 
players ufuallv playe. 

The king's plcafure I fignifycd to Mr. Bcefion, [the 
Manager of Drury-lane theatre,] the fame day, who obeyd 

" The houfe- keepers are to give them by promlfe the 
benefit of their intercft for the two days of the firft weeke. 

" They had the bcnelilt of playitigt on the Icrmon dales, 
ind gott two hundred pounds at lead j bcGdei many rich 
clothes were jrjven them. 

They had freely to ihemfelves the whole weeke be- 
fore the weeke before Eafltr, which I obtaynd of tile king 
for the m. 

K s 
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ftage. When Coryate was at Venice, [July, 1608.] 
be tells us, he was at one of their play h utiles, and 

" Thc4 April!, 011 Eafterm outlay, ih ry ptayd the TiomjuuT 
fBnj, with bitier approbation than the piheV. 

- 'On Wenfday night the iG Aprill, ii)35. iht French 
playd /l.'iiJWrjr with nood api i>b.;tion." 

In a marginal note Sir Henry Herbert adds, " The Frenche 
offered nice a prefem of po. but I refufed iti, and did 
them many other curtefys, jrflfc'i, 10 render the quecne my 
miflris an acceptable fervice." 

It appears from a fubfequent pa'fljge, that in the fol- 
lowing month a theatre was creeled exprefily fur this troop 
oi comedian). 

» A watra.it granted to JoGai d'Aunay, Hurfi its dc Lau, 
and others, for to aft playea at a new houfe in Drury-lane, 

The king wm pltafed' to comraanrle my Lord Cham 
herlain to direfl liis warrant to Monfieur Le Fevute, to pive 
him a power to contract with the French erne 11 for to buil.le 
a playhonfc in ihc manage- !i on Tv, v.hk-h was done accord- 
Inglye by myjidvife aod allowance." 

" 'Fries Frenchmen," Sir Henry adds in the margin, 
" were eoinmcndcd uulO mee by the quecne, and have pafl 
through my handed, gralis," 

They did not however pafs quite free, f.ir from a full, 
fequent entry it appears, that " they gave Elagravc [Sir 
Henry's deputy; three pounds for his paiucs." 

In the following December ihc French pauoral of Fhri- 
Jntnr WM ailed nt court by the young ladies who attended 
the queen from France. 

» The paflorall of Fhrimnt, {fays Sir' Kent}] with, the 
defcription of the fceancs and interludes, as it was fcut 
mee by Mr. Inigo Jones, 1 allowed for the prefj, this 14 of 
Deecmh. l635. The paflorall i« in French, and 'lis the 
argument only, put into Englith, that 1 have allowed to 

»' Le pa'floralc de Florimenc full reprefentc devanl le rov 
& la royne, le prince Charfes, 3; le prince falatin, le 
Si Decern, jour de St, Thomas, par lei filles Frjncoifes 
de la -royne, Sc fifem Ires bieu, dans la graude Lie dc 
Whitehall, aux depeni de la royue," MS. Herbert. 
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fawa comedy a died. " The houfe, (he adds) is 
very beggarly and bale, in companion of our (lately 
pLayhoiites in England; neither tan their aftors 
compare with us forappucU, fhewes, and inulickc. 
Here 1 obferved certainc things that ] never faw 
before; fori faw women a£l.a tiling that 1 never faw 
before, though 1 have heard that it hath been fome 
limes ufed in London ; and they performed it with 
as gopd a grace, action, gcflure, and whatfoevcr 
convenient for a player, as ever 1 faw any maf- 
-culine actor." 1 

The practice of men's performing die parts of 
women in the fcene is of the higheft antiquity. 
On ihcGrecian flage no woman ccnain'.y ever atlrd. 
From Plutarch's Life ofl'Iiocion. we learn, that in 
li is time (about three hundred and eighteen years be- 
fore the Chihlian era) the performance of a tragedy 
at Athens was interrupted for fomc time by one of 
the aciors, who was to perfoliate a queen, refilling 
to come on the flage, becaufe he had not a fuitable 
mark and drefs, and a train of attendants richly 
habited; andDemoUhcnes in one of his orations, 4 
mentions Thcodorus and Ariflodcinus as having 
often reprelcntcd the Antigone of Sophocles. 1 

1 Coryate's Cntitlits, 410. 1G11. p. 147. I luvc found no 
' ground for this writer's alTcrtion, thai female performers had 
appeared Ore [he Englifli (bge before lie wrote. 
* De Fait, leg. Tom. II. p. 199. edit. Taylor. 
< See alfo Lnciati. de Salt. II. aS5. edit. Hemri£rli»r;i. 
" Becaufe" [fays tliat lively writer) " alfiiH yon prcferrrd 
tragedy and comrdy and vagrant, (idlers and linking 10 ilie 
liarpc, before dinting. talUri; ihcm truly e. \erci!'cs, and tlirrc- 
fure commendable, let us. I pray, compare ihtm fevcrally 
Vfilh dancing. Wliere, if it pIcaTe yon. wc will pafs the pipe 
and liarpe as paiti and inilruments of dancing, and conlidcr 

K. 3 
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This fact is alfo afcer tamed by an anecdote pre- 
fetved by Aulus Gellius. A very celebrated aflor, 
wbofe name was Pol us, was appointed to perform 
the part of Electra in Sophocles's play ; who in the 
progrefs oF the drama appears with an urn in her 
hands, containing, as flic fuppofes, the aihes of 
Orcftcs. The actor having Tome time before been 
deprived by death of a belovedfon, to indulge his 
grief, as it fliould fecin, procured the urn which 
contained the aihes of his child, to be brought 
from his tomb; which alfefted him fo much, that 
when he appeared with it on the fecne, he em- 
braced itwith unfeigned lorrow, and buril into tears.' 

tragedy a; it is i firfl, according to its propcrtyes and drefs. 
What a r!e formed and frrghtnilj tight is it, to fee a man raifed 
to a prodigious length, (hiking upon exalted bulldris, Lis fare 
direiiifcdwitli aptimnie vh.r.Ttl, widely gapinf. as if he meant 
to devour the fpeiJIatori ? I forbear to intake ofhii ftuftbrells, 
and Fore-bcllyes, which make an adventitious and artificial 
corpulency, left Ilia unnatural length mould .airy dispropor- 
tion to hit ilctidcrnelle : as alfu li is clamour from witllin, 
when he bicjkts open anil unlockei bimfclfc; when licliowlcs 
iambieks, and moil riditului.lly ling* his own fuffttingJ, and 
lender., himfclf by his very tone odious. For as for the rift, 
they are inventions of "ancient poets. Ytt as loug as lie per- 
fonatts only fome Andrmacht and Hecuba, bis linking ii 
tolerable. But far a Hercules to enter dolefully Grlging, and 
to forget himfclf, and neither to regard Ins lye-US ikyunc, nor 
club be, mull needs appear to any judging man a folccifme. 
And whereas you diflike that in dancing men mould iQ. 
women; this ira reprehenfion, which hold* for tragedies and 

Dialogic 07, d al u,::c, IrriniL.ted \>v ,■ ,n', folio, 1664. 

6 Hiflrio in terra Cra:cia fuit faraa celebri, qui geftus S; 
voeis claritudiue & venuflttc citerii antcllabat. Nomen fuiffe 
aiunt Pedum; tragcedia] portarum nob ilium fcite atque 
aricvtrjir aititavir. li Poll!;, unite amatusn (ilium morte amifit. 
Eum luciimi (juum fads vifus ell eluNilic, rcdlit ad qutllum 
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That on the Roman flage alio female parts were 
reprefemcti by men in tragedy, is afcemined by 
one of Cicero's letters to Atticus, in which he 
fpcaks of Antipho, 7 who performed the part of 
Andromache; and by a paffage in Horace, who 
informs us, that Fufius Phoca;us being to perform 
the part of Ilione, the wife of Polymneflor, in a 
tragedy wiittcn either by Accius or Pacuvius, and 
being in the couvfe of the play to be awakened out 
of lleep by the cries bf the ffiadc of Polydorus, 
got fo drunk, that he fell into a real and profound 
llcep, from which no noife could roufe him.' 

Horace indeed mentions a female performer, 
called Aibufcula ; * but as we find from his own 

arils. In to tempore Aihciiis Flcaram Sophoclls ailnrus, 
gcflire urnam quart mm Orclii oUzbiM debtbat. Ila compou- 
lum fahulx ai S umrntum ell, nt veluii irairi. reliquias lereni 

vim ott'.nflifs exiftlmauir, Icitur Polui \uz-ibu lib[\ullc£trar 
in.lutm ofia atnue urnam a ttpulchro tulil Glli, & quafi Oreai 
amplcsus oppkvii omnia iinn !imu!.n In is urqye imiiamei) lis, 
fed liiflu atque lamenlis vetis & I'pirantibns. liaqne qnum agi 
fabala videretnl, dolor aclus eft." Aul. Gel. Lib.VlI.c.v. 

Olivci iu a note on one oF Cicero's letters 10 Aniens, 
(Lib. IV. c. xv. ) mentions a fimilar anecdote of a mime called 
S{ia, for which lie quotes the authority of Plutarch ; bin no 
fiicli pcrfon is mentioned by tliat writer. Seia, according to 
Olivci, performed the pari ot Andromache. 1 fufpcfl he 
meant lo cite Petrarch. — Seia probably reprcfented Aiidro. 
inaclie in a tragtck pantomime. 

1 Epiftol. ad Alticma, Lib. IV. e. xv. 
* i< Noil mayls audivic ijuam Fufius ebrius olim, 
n Cum Ilionam edormit, Calienis mille dticentis, 
it Main It aj.frilo, elamantibus. " Sat. Lib. II. Sat. in. 
Compart Cicero, TvfcuUn, I. 44. 

9 11 fjtij eft eijuitem milii plaudere, ut audax 

M Can temp til alliis explofa Atbufcitla dixit. " 

Lib. I, Sai. x. 
K 4 
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authority that men pei ft; anted women on the Roman 
Jlagc, fhe probably was.only an embotiaria, who per- 
formed in ilie interludes and dances exhibited be- 
tween the a&s and at the end of the play, ijervius ' 
tails her mima , but that may mean nothing more 
than one who afled in the mima, or danced in the 
pantomime dances; 1 and this fee ms the move pro- 
bable from the manner in which fhe is mentioned, 
by Cicero, from whom we learn that the part of 
Andromache was performed by a. male actor on 
that very day when Arbufcula exhibited with the 
higlleft applaufe. ' 

The fame practice prevailed in the time of the 
emperors; for in the lift of pans which Nero, 
with a prepoflerous ambition, acied in the publick 
theatre, we find that of Canncc, who. was rcpre- 
fentcd in labour on the fiage. 1 

In ti;c interludes exhibiied between the acls un- 
doubtedly women appeared. The elder Pliny in- 
forms us,- that a female named l.ucce'ia acted in 
thefc interludes for an hundred years ; and Galena 
Copiola for above ninety vct.ts ; having been firft 
introduced on the fceue in the fourteenth year of 
her agj:, in the year of Rome 672. when Caius 
Marius the younger, and Cncius Carbo were con^ 
fuls, and having performed m the 104th year of 
her age, fix years before the death of Auguftus, in 

* In eclog. 1. 

' ' Sunt Mimi, lit ait CUudUnm, €]jij Ixtii fslibus facelc 
rifum movent ; Pantomhni vtro, ut Idem ait, " tiulu m,n:ibuf- 
qucl O ,q nat «."V«t.Sch 0 l. 

* Eplftol. -id Attlcum, L. IV. c xv. 
Sueton. in Neroiic, c. xxi. 
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tiie confulatc of C. Poppreus and Quintus Sulpicius, 
A. U, C. 76a.* 

Eunuchs alfo Come times reprefcmcd women 011 
the Roman (lage, as they do at this day in Italy; 
for we find that Sporus, who made To confpicuous 
a figure in the time oF Nero, being appointed in 
the year 70. [A. U. C. Sa3] to perfonate a nymph, 
who, in an interlude exhibited before Vitellius, 
was to be carried off by a ravifher, rather than 
endure the indignity of wearing a female drefs 
on the ftagc, put himfclf to death:' a fitigular 
end for one, who about ten years before had been 
publickly efpoufed to Nero, in the. hymeneal veil, 
and had been carried through one of the flrccts 
of Rome by the lide of that monftcr, in the im- 
perial robes of the emprefies, ornamented with 
a profuCon cf jewels. 

Thus ancient was the ufage, which, though not 
adopted in the neighbouring countries of France 
and Italy, prevailed in England from the infancy 
of the ftagc. The prejudice agahift women ap- 
pearing on the fecne continued fo flrong, that till 
near the time of the Re ft oration, boys contlandy 
performed female characters; and, ft range as it 
mav now appear, the old practice was not deferted 
without many apologies for the indecorum of the 
novel ufage. . In i65a or, 1660. in imitation of the 
foreign theatres, women were fir ft introduced on the 
fceiie. In iCjtj. indeed. Mis. Coleman, the wife of 
Mr. Edward Coleman, reprefentcd lanthe 'm the-Firft 
Part ofD'Avenant'sS;'^ of Rhodes ; but tlic little (he 

< Plin. Hid. N)t. Lit. VIII. c. xlvili. 

1 Xif liiliiii Viiel. p. stog, edit. H, Siepliani, folio, i5gs. 
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had to fay was fpoken in recitative. The firft woman 
that appeared, in any regular drama on a publick 
ftage, performed the part of Defdemona; but who 
the lady was, I am unable to afecrtain. The play 
of Olktll'o is enumerated by Dowries as one of the 
flock-plays of the king's company on their opening 
their theatre in Drury-lanc in April i663. and it 
appears from a paper found with Sir Henry Her- 
bert's Office-book, and in dor fed by him, 7 that it 
was one of the ftock-plays of the fame company 
from the time they began to play without a patent 
at the Red Bull in St. John-ttrcet. Mrs. Hughs 
performed the part of Defdemona in iG63. when 
the company removed toDrury-lane, and obtained 
the title of the king's fervants; but whether fhe 
performed with them while they played at the 
Red Bull, or in Vere-ftteet, ncarClarcmarket, has 
not been afecttained. Perhaps Mrs. Satindcrfon, 
made her firft elfay there, though fhe afterwards 
was enlilled in D'Avenant's company. The received 
tiaditiou is, tiiat file was the firft Englifii aftrefs. ' 
The verfes which were fpokcn by way of intro- 
ducing a female to the audience, were written by 
Thomas Jordan, and being only found in a very 
fcarce milcellanv, 5 I fhall here tranferibe them: 

" A Prologue, to introduce ike Jirfi woman that came 
to acl onthtjlage, in the tragedy called The Moor ■ 
of Venice. 

u I come, unknown to any of [lie red, 
11 To tell you news ] I faw the lady drcft : 
* Sec the [ifi of pl.iyi belonging lo tlie Red Bull, ia a 
fiibfequeni page, ad. aim. 1CO0. 

' Mrs. Saunderfoii [afterwards Mrs. BcLierton) played 
Juliet, Ophelia, and, I believe, Cordelia. 
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.1 The woman plays to-day I miilake me not, 
n No man in gown, or page in petticoat : 
it A woman to my knowledge ; .yet I can't, 
ti If 1 ihould die. iii.:kc riliidavit on't. 
t> Do you not twitter, gentlemen? I know 1 
ii You will be cetiliiring : do it lairly though, 
n Tis'f of/tilt a virtuous, woman may 

(i Abhor jII forts «r luol'cncfs. ami yet play; 

ii Play on the flagc, — where all eyes are upon her,: — ■ 

ii Shall we count that a crime, France connti an honour? 

ii In other kingdoms hufbandt falely trull 'em ; 

ii The difference lies only in the rullom. 

ii And let it be our cullotn, I advife ) 

u And may 1 procure "/cultom; 'liLts of Hint 
u Will melt in paflion, when a woman's itl't. 

u But gentlemen, yon that as judges fit 
it In the liar-chamber of the honfe, the pit, 



It fhould fcen from the Sid line of the Epilogue fpoken on 
the oecafioo, that the lady who performed Dcfdemona was 
an unmarried woman. Mrs. Hughs wasmarricd. The principal 
unmarried alfrcfs in the Kin:;'* l o iiijkl ri \- .jpjxjitrs to have been 
Mrs. Marmall, who U faid lo have been afterwards fediieed 
under a pretence of marriage by Aubrey dc Verc, carl of 
Oxford, and who might have been the ordinal female per- 
former of Dcfdemona. At that lime every unmarried woman 
bore the title of Miftreft. 

It is faid in a book of no authority ( Curl's HiflotJ of the 
Slagt.) and has been repeated in various other compilations, 
that Mrs. Norris, the mother of the celebrated eomeriian 
known by the name oijalilee Dick, was the firll aflrefs who 
appeared on the E;]gli(li llagc : but this is highly improbable. 
Mrs. Norris, who was in D'Avenanl'j company, certainly 
had appeared in i60d. but ilie was probably not young ; for 
Joe played Goody Ft!li t in Teua Shifls, a comedy afled in 
1671. and the Nnrje in Rt/onnalim, aSed in i6;5. 

* A Royal Arbour of Loyal Poz/e/hy Thomas Jordan, no 
date, hut printed, 1 beljtve, in jG6l. Jordan was an aftor 
as well as a poet. 
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11 Have model! thoughts of her; pray, do not run 
i< Tn give hcrvilils when the play is done, 
(i Willi ' damn me, jvar »\>f. Ir.ny.lh Ji.ri:aitt, lad;;' 
ti She knows tlicfe things as well as you, il may he ; 
i( Not a bit there, dear gal I an tf, Ihc doth know 
u Her own defer n, — ami your temptations loo. — 
u But to the point: — In this reforming age 

'(( We have intents to eivili/c ihe Ihge. 
(i Our women are defeflive, and fa Gt'd, 
ti You'd think they were fomc of the guard difgnit'd 
ii For, to fpesk truth, men acl, that are between 
u Forty and fifty, wenches ol fifteen; 
ii With bone fo large and nerve ill iucompliant, 
ii When you call Desdemona, enter Giant.-— 
u Wc fiiall purge every tiling that ii unclean, 
<i Lafcivious, fturriloiis, im,,iom t orobfrcne; 
ii And when we've put all thing, in ihil fill way, 

, ii BamjOneS himftlf may come to fee a'play."* 

The Epilogue which conftfts of but twelve lines, 
is in the fame {train of apology: 

ti And how do you likelier? Come, what is't ye drive at? 
ii She's the lame thing in publiik as in private; 
ii As far from being what von call a whore; 
n As Ucfdemona, injur'd by the Moor: 

u Hath a foul hlackcr than Othello's face. ' 

ii But, ladies, whit think you f for if you UK 

it Her freedom with difhonour lo your lex, 

ii She means to act no more, and this (ball be 

n No other play but her own tragedy. 

n She will fubmit to none but your commands, 

n And take loramilTiou only from your hands." 

• See alfo the Prologue to The Stumd' Pari of the Siege vf 
Rhodes, (acted in April, ifiGs.) which was fpokeu by a woman; 
u Hope little from our poet's wither 1 d wit, 
u From infant players, fcarce grown puppets yet; 
ii Hope from our women ltfi, whole bafhful fear 
(i Wonucr'd to fee me dare to enter here; 
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From a paper in Sir Henry Herbert's hand- 
writing 1 lintl that Othello was performed by the 
"Red-Bull company, (afterwards his Majeflics fer- 
vants,) at their new theatre in Vere-flreet, near 
Ciareinarket, on Saturday December 8. i65o. for 1 
the fir!i time that winter. On that day therefore 
it is probable an aftrefs firfl appeared on the Eng- 
lifh ftage. This theatre was opened on Tlmrfday 
November S. with the play of Kin g Henry the Fourth. 
Moll of Jordan's prologues and epilogues appear 
to have been written for that company. 

It is cenain, however, that for fome time after 
the Retloration men alio a£ted female parts ; 1 and 

ii Each took lier leave, arid wilh'd my danger pall, 
u And thou^hl come back fjfe and nndifg'rae'd, 
ii Yet when [hey fpy ihe wits here, then I doubt 
.i No amaion can make them venture out; 
.i Though i advijM them not to fear you much, 
Li For 1 prefume not half of you arc inch." 
1 In a prologue to a play reprtfented before King Charlei 
tlic Second very Toon after hi, Rcuoration, of which [ know 
rot tlie title, arc thefc lines, from which it appears thatfome 
young men ailed the parts of women Id that piece ; 

„ -we. are forry 

it We Hi '"Id tins mi;lit .menr! on Co mucli glory 

ii Wiih 1'ucli weak worth ; or your clear fight engage 

K To view the remnants of a ruiu'd Hage : 

ii For doubling we mould never play again, 

ii We have play'd all our women into men; 

.i That are ol Inch large Cut for flefh and bones, 

ii They'll rather be taken for amaions 

ii Than tender maids ; but your mercy doth pleafc 

ii Daily to paii by as great fanltj as thefe : 

ii If this be pardon'd, we fhall henceforth bring 

it-Belter oblations to my lord the king." 

i Rojal Arbour, Sec. p. 13. 
Tlie author of /■/;/( .ri a Itlfirhnica %-s, that Major Mohuti 
played Bellamattt in Shirley's Levt'i Criit/';, after the Reflora- 
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Mr. Kynaflon even after women had affumed their 
proper rank on the ftage, was not only endured, 
bat admired, if we may believe a contemporary 
writer; who allures us, " that being then very 
young, he made a complete ftage beauty; perform- 
ing his parts fo well, (particularly Arthiopc and 
Aglaura) that it has Once been disputable among 
the judicious, whether any woman that Succeeded 
him, touched the audience fo ienlibly as he. "* 

In D'Avcnant's company, the fir ft actrefs that 
appeared was probably Mrs. Saundcrfon, who per- 
formed lanthe'm The Siege of Rhodes, on the open- 
ing of his new theatre in Lin coin's- Inn -Fields, in 
April 1G62. ' It does not appear from Downes'a 
account, that while D'Avcnant's company per- 
formed at the Cockpit in Drury-lanc during the 
years 1659. 1660 and 1661. they had any female 
performer among them: or that Othello was afled 
by them at that period. 

In the infancy of the Engiifh (lagc it was cuf- 
tomary in every pici:e to introduce a Clown, " by 
his mimick geftures to breed in the lefs capable 
mirth and laughter. 6 The privileges of the Clown 

tion ; and Cibbcr mentions, that Kynadon told him lie had 
played the part of Evadne in The Maid's Tragedy, ai the fame 
period, with fuccefs. The apology made to King Cliarlei 
the Second for a play not beginning in due time, ("tint 
the queca was not JlaPt J," ) jj well known. The queen il 
faid (but on no good authority) 10 have been Kynaflon. 

* Rofcw Anglicatna, p. 19. 

' In t)ic following year ihe married Mr. Bctterton. and not 
in 1670. as is crroueoully aGcrtcd in the Biopaphia Rrifaamea. 
She adlcd by the name of Mrs. Bctterioo iu The Slighled 
Maid, in i663. 

* Heywood'g llif.i'ry of ti'emtn, jGsj. 
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were very extenfive ; for, between ihe aels, and 
fo me times between the fcenes, he claimed a right 
to enter on the ftage, and to excite merriment by 
any fpecies of buffoonery that flruck him. Like 
the Harlequin of the Italian comedy, his wit was 
often extemporal, and he iometimes entered into 
a Cornell of raillery and fiircafin with lomc of the 
audience. ' He generally threw his, thoughts into 
hobbling doggret verfca, which he made Ihorter or 
ionger as he found convenient; but, however ir- 
regular his metre might be, or whatever the length 
of his vcrfes, he always took, care to tag them with 

' In Bromc's Antipodes, which wu performed at the 
theatre in Salifbury-court, in i638, a by-phy t as lie tails it, 
is rcprefented in his comedy; a word, for the application 
of which we are indebted to this writer, there being no 
other term in our language that I know of, which fo pro- 
perly cxprelfes ihat fpecicj of interlude which we find in 
our poei's Hamlet and fome other pieces. The aflors in 
ihis bf-j>Uy being called together by Lord Letoy, he gives 
them fomc inftrndlions concerning their mode of icfitltj, 
which prove that the clowns in ShaUpeare's time frequently 
held a dialogue with the audience : 

41 Lit Go-, be ready.— 

u But you, fir, are incorrigible, and 
it Tike licence to yourfcif to add unto 
14 Your parts your own free fancy ; and fomctimes 

44 With care and (hill compos 'li, and when you arc 
4i To f'peak to your co-aflors in the feene, 

4t Ian hold inttrlceutitm with the auditnti. 

4i Bip. That is a way, my lord, hath been allow'd 
44 On cider liases to move mini, and laughter. . 

ii Let. Yes, in the days of Tart'ten i;>dKemp r , 
4i Before the (bge was ptirg'd from harbarlfm, 
i4 And brought to the ptrftJUon it now Dimes with. 
44 Then fools and jcllcrs fpent their wit, becaufe 
14 The poets were wife enough, to fave their own 
14 For proiiublcr ufe(,'' 
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words of correfpo tiding found : like Dryden's, 
Dote, 

u He fagot led hii notions as they fell, 

u And if they ihym'd and rattled, all wu well." 

Thomas Wilfon and Richard TarJcton, both 
fworn fervants to Queen Elizabeth, were the moft 
popular performers of that lime in this department 
of the drama, and are highly praifed by the Con- 
tin uat or of Stowc's Annals, for " their wondrous 
plentiful, pleafant, and exlemporal wit." 8 Tarlcton, 
whofe comick powers were fo great, that, according 
to Sir Richard Baker, " he delighted the fpeflators 
before he had fpoken a word, " is thus defcribed in 
a very rare old pamphlet: * " The next, by his 
fute of rufiet, his buttoned cap, his taber, his 
Handing on the toe, and other nicks, 1 knew to 
be cilher the body or rclemblaiicc of Tarlton, who 
living, for his pleafant conceits was of all mcii 
liked, and, dying, for mirth left not his like." In 
lGii was publifhed a book entitled his Jcajls,, in 
which fomc Ipecimens arc given of the cttempoie 
wit which our anceflors thought fo excellent. As 
he was performing fomc part " at the Bull in 
Bifliops-gate-flreet, where the Ouecnes players 
oftentimes played," while lie was " kneeling doivti 

» Howes's edition of Stowc's Chronicle, l63l.p. 698. 

See alfo Gabriel Harvey's Fvur Letters, 410. l5gs. p. g. 
" Who in London halh not heard of— his fond difgui- 
finge of a Mafter of Arto with ruffianly hsire, unfeemely 
apparell, and more unfcemely company ■, his vainglorious 
and Tlmifoniiatl bravery ; liii piperly etttwiporifing and 7ar- 

lc:jx:zl:rj?" &c. 

* Khidf-Harit; Dream/, by Henry Chettle, 410. no date, 
but publifhed in Dec. i5na. 
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to alkc his fathers blevTing," a fellow in the gal- 
levy threw eh apple at him, which hi[ him on the 
cheek. He immediately took up the apple, and 
advancing to the audience, addrelfcd them in thefe 
lines : 

>< Gentlemen, this fellow, with his face of mapple,* 
ii lnflead of a pippin hath throwne mc an apple ; 
li But as for an apple lit hath call a. crab, 
ti So inflcad of an honcft woman Cod bath Tent him » 
drab." 

" The people," fays the rclatcr, " laughed heartily ; 
for the fellow had a quean to his wife." 

Another of thefe (lories, which I fhall give in 
the author's own words, eflablilhcs what I have 
already mentioned, that it was cuftomary for the 
Clown to talk to the audience or the actors ad 
libitum. 

* This appears to have been formerly a common farcafm. 
There Is a tradition yet preferred in Stratford, of S h at lp care's 
comparing the cnrbunclcd-face of a drunken blackfmith to a 
mapU. The blackfmith accofled him, as he was leaning over 

u Now, Mr. Shakspearf, tell me, If you can, 
(i The difference between a youth and a young man." 
to which our poet immediately replied, 

« Thou fon of lire, with ihy face Hh a vnj,le, f 
it The fame diifcrencc as between afcaldedatid a coddled 
apple." 

This anecdote was related n<*ir fifty years ago to a gentle- 
man at Stratford bv a pcrfon then above eighty years of age, 
whufe father might have been contemporary with Shakfpeare. 
It h obfcrvable that a lunilar imagery may be traced in Tht 
Cmtdy of Enwn : 

- Though now this grained face of mine bu hid," fee. 
The bark of the maple is "uncommonly rough, and the grain 
of one of ttic forts of this tree (according to Evelyn) U 
** undulated and nifped into variety of curls." 

Vol. III. J. 
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" At the Bull at P.ifl.ops-gate, was a play oF 
Henry the V. [the performance which preceded 
Sliakfpearc's,] wherein the judge was to take a 
box on the care; and beciufe he was abfent that 
Jhould take the blow, Tarlton him Tel fe ever for- 
ward to pleafc, tooke upon him to play the fame 
judge, hefiiles his own part of the clowne; and 
Knel, then playing Henry the Fifth, hit Tar let on 
, a found bos indeed, which made the people laugh 
the more, becaufe it was he: but* anon rhejudge- 
goes in, and immediately '1 aileron in his clownes 
cloatbes comes out, and alts the actors, V/kaC 
nrwi? O, faith one, had* ft thou been here, thou 
fhouldcfl have fcen Prince Henry hit the judge a 
teiribleboxon the care. What, man. faid Tarlton, 
flrike a judge! It is true, i' faith, faid the other. 
No other like, faid Tarlton, and it could not he 
but terrible to the judge, when the report fo ter- 
rifies me, that methinks the blowc remaincs fiill 
on my chceke, that it burnes againe. The people 
laught at this mightily, and to this day I have 
heard it commended for Tare ; but no marvcll, for 
he had many of thefc. But 1 would fee onr clownes 
in thefc dayi do the like. No, I warrant ye; and 
yet they thinke well of themfelves too." 

The laft words Shew that this practice was not 
dircontinucd in the time of Shakfpcarc, and wc 
here fee that he had abundant reafon for his pre- 
cept in Hamlet; " Let thofe that play votir clowns, 
Jpcnk no more than isjtt down for them; for there be 
of them, that will of themfelves laugh, to let on 
fome quantity of barren fpeftators to laugh too; 
though in the mean time fome necejfaiy qucjlwn of the 
play he then to be confidci'd." 
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This practice was undoubtedly coeval with the 
Englilh flagc; for we ate told that Sir Thomas 
More, while he lived^as a page with Ardibiihop 
Morcton, (about the year 1490.) as the Chriilmas 
plays were going on in the palace, would fame-, 
times fuddenly flep upon the nagc, " without 
fludying for the matter," and exhibit a part of his 
own, which gave the audience much more enter- 
tainment than the whole performance belides. * 

But the peculiar province of the Clown was to 
entertain the audience after the play was finiilicd, 
at which time ihemts were fometimes given to him. 
by fume of the Ipcctaiors, to defcant upon ; 1 hut 
more commonly the audience were entertained by 
a jig. A jig was a ludicrous metrical compofittoii, 
often in rhyme, which was fung by the Clown, 
who likewiie, I believe, occafionally danced, and 
was always accompanied by n tabor and pipe. 6 In 
theTc jigs more perfons than one were foinctitncs 

4 Ropcr'i Life anil Dcilh of More, 8vo. 17 16. p. 3. 
1 " I remember I was once at 3 play la the country, 
where, as Tarlion's lift' was. the play be in" dune, every one 
fo pleated in titrevi his lhta:n( : aniougfl all the reft one 
was read to this effefl, word by word : 

it Tsrllon, I Jitii one of tliv friends, and none of thy foes, 
n Then I pr'ythcc tell how thou cam'ft by thy flat 
note," kc. 

To this eha II en ye Tar] e to 11 ii-- m ■■ribicly n.plicdin four linet 
of loofe verfc. Tartan's Jeafts, 410. lGtt. 

* " Out upon them, [the players,] they fpuile our trade, 
_ they open our crofTe-biting, our couoy-cntchrng, onr 

mon, f't'ging gip, and making jeafts of ns, that every boy- 
can point out our honi'ci at [hey pane by." Kini-Hattti 
Dreamt, Signal. E. 3. h. 
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introduced. The original of tlic entertainment 

Sec alto Piiret Ptnailtjft, he. i5ga. 

,t Ike the qncint comedians of our 1 1 me, 

(i Thai when the play is done, do fall torliiinc," Etc. 
So. in AJrange Ihrft-rtct, by Thomas Decker, l6l3. 
" Now as alter ihc clcare flrcani hath glided away in fail 
owue current, the bottom is muddy and troubled; and as I 
hive often fecit after tie Jinj/hing of feme worthy tragedy or 
cataflrophc in the open theatres, tbat the freanc, after the 
epilogue, ha tii been more black, about a nafly bawdy jigge, 
then the moll horrid fcene in the play was ; the flmkards 
fpcjkinp all things, yet no man underfSatiiluig any thing; 
a mutiny being amongfl litem, ycl none in danger; tio 
tumult, and yd no quictnefs ; no mifebiefe begotten, and 
yet roifeJuefc borne ; the fwiftnefs of fuch a torrent, the 
more it overwhelms, breeding the more plcafure; fb after 
theft worthies and conquerors had left the field, another 
race was ready to begin, at which, though the pcrfous 
in it were nothing equal to the former, yet the fhoutes 
and noyfe at thefe was as great, if not greater." 

The following lines in Hall's SflJirti, iSgj.ieem alto to 
allude to the fame cufiom : 

" One higher pitch'd, doth fct his foaling thought 

On crowned kings, that fortune bath low brought, 
'• Or fome npreared high-s^iring fwaiue, 
" As it might he, the Turkifh Tamburlamt. 
" Then weeneth he is bafe drink-drowncd fpriglit 
" Rapt to the three-fold loft of heaven bight, 
" When he conceives upon his fained flage 
" The flalking flcps of his great pctfonage ; 
" Graced with huff-cap trrmcs and thuuri'ring threats, ' 
" That his poor heaters' hay re quite upright fets. 
" Such fnorir ;n fnuit iir.iii'-inimk-d liungric youth 

He vaunts his voyce tlpOU an byrcd flage, 
" With high-fct fieps, and princely carriage : — 
'< There if he tan with termes Italianate, 
" Bi g-foun ding, feme n eei, and words of Hate, 
" F.iire patch me up his pure iambick verfe, 
" He ravifbes the tiaj.iiii; It ^. Holders . — 
" Now leali inch frightful Qiov.es of fortunes fall, 
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which this buffoon afforded our anccftors between 
the a£ls and after the play, may be traced to the 
fatyrical interludes of Greece, 1 and the- A l tell an s 
and Mimes of the Roman llagc. * The Exodiarii 

" And Moudy tyrants' rape, fhould chance appall 
" The dead-ftruck audience, midft Ihcfiltnt taut 
" Comes leaping in a f/lfe-mi firmed tout, 
'« And lavghts, an.i grins, an.i frames his mimic* fact, 
'* And jujiles Jiraight into the primes plat: 
" Then doth the ihtotrc echo all aloud 
" With gladfomc wife of that applauding croud, 
*• A goodly fa,ri-f«4, when vsle rujellings 
" Are match! with monarch; ;.'iM .■.(_>■ 1 < i . ■ .' ' ?-.c. 
The entertainment) here alluded to were probably " ihc 
fond and frivolous jctliirts," defcribed in the preface to Mar- 
lowt'i Tamluclainc, i5go. which the primer fays, he omit- 

been of fome vaine conceited fondlings greatly gaped at, 
.what times they were (hewed upon the Uagc in their graced 
deformities." 

It fhottld feem from D'Avenaut's prologue to The Wits, 
when aclcd it the Duke's theatre, in l66a. that th\s fpecici 
of cnieriainment wu not even then- entirely difnfect : 
n So country jigs and farces, mist among 
si Hcroick fecnes, make plays continue long." 
, Blount in his Glojfigraplua, 1681. 5th edit, defines a farce, 
** A f, nd and dillolutc play or comedy. Alfo the jig at the 
end of an interlude, wherein fome pretty knavery is aScd." 

Kcmpe's Jigg of the Kilchcn-JlufJt-wtiman, and Philip; hh'fi-g 
if tie Si)ppers, were entered on the Stationers' books in i5g5. 
but I know not whether they were printed. There is, I 
believe, no jig now extant in prim. 

? (i Carmine qui tragico vilem certavit ob hircutn, 
>' Mox etiam agrcltes Satyros nudavit, S: afper 
it Incolnmi gravitate jocuna tetitavit, co quod 
u Iliccebris erat 8e grati novitate mcrandus 
11 Spectator, funilufque facris, & poms k exlex." 

Ho k. de Arte Poetica, 
I " Urbicus exodio rifuro movet Ateliaat 

" Celiibua Autonoei ; ." Juy. Sat. VI. 71. 

L 3 
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and Emboliarix of the Mimes are undoubtedly the 

11 Exailiarias in fine liidoriim apud vctercs iiitrabu, quad 
ridiculiis lord I ul i|ui< <]iiid huvyiiiLruni a.lque ttlllili;e coegif. 
fcot ex Ileitis aifeftibus, huj.i.. I'pcrL.culi rifus deLergerel.'* 
VetlSehol. "As an old commentator of Juvenal affirm*, the 
Exodiarit, which were fingers and danctri, entered to en- 
ter la la ihc people with light fongs and mimical gcllures, 
that they might not go away oppnifed with melancholy 
from theft fatrcd pieces of the theatre." Uryden's Dtdf 
caliun 10 his Trai.Uation of Juvenal, bee alfo Liv. Lib. VII. 
c. ii. Others contend that the Extdia did not folcly fignify 
the fougs, kt.'M the coQclulion ol the play, but thofe Mo 




.u ptocefs of lime they were j L "kJ Itmcti.ucs in the middle, 
and fometimci at the end of more ferio us -pieces. Thefc, 
as we learn from one of Cicero's letters, gave way about 
the tintc of Julius Ca'far's death to lite Mimt), which con- 
filled of a grader and more licentious plcifantry than ilic 
Atellxn interludes. " Nunc venio," fays Cicero, "ad joca- 
tioncj luas, cum tu ftcundttm Oenoiuaum Accii, pon in 
olim fblebal, Atellanum, fed fit aunt fit, mi mum Lntro'Vixifli." 
Ejiijl. ad Fnm. -IX.' tfi. The Alellau interludes, however,, 
were not wholly diluted after the introduction of the Mimes ; 
as is afccrtairiid by a paflage in Suetonius's Li[e of Nero, 

" Minim 8; vel prxcipue uotabile inlet h;?c fuit, nihil turn 
patieiitius quatn maledicla & coo V ilia bominum tnliflc ; 
lie que in ullos k-nioum quam qui fc diflis ante aut car- 
minibus laceiiilfent, extitiffc. — Tranfcnniem cum ludorus 
Cynicus in publico claTa voce conipncrai, quod Nauplit 
mala bene caniitarct, fua bona male difponcrel. £t Datui 
AlellanDrum htllrio, In can :1c o quodani, - j i-jj'.s ~ta.7if, isyiaire 
fiiiTtf, ita demon llraverat, ut bibtutcm natanlcmque facerer, 
exiium fcilicct Claudii Agrippina;quc bgnibcans ; & in no- 
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remote progenitors of the Vice and Clown of our 
ancient diaraas. * 

villi ma claufiila, Onus vobh duck peJts, fen a turn gellu notaret. 
Hillrionrra & philofophum Jscro nihil smplius ijudm urbe 
Italia que fubmovit, vel eonteniptu omnis infamis, vet ne 
fatendo dolorcm irritaret tngenia." See alfo Galb. c. xiii. 

I do not find "hat the ancient French theatre had any 
exhibition exaclly cDrrtfponding with this, for [heir Softie 
rather rtfcmblcd the Atellan farcer, in ilieir original itate, 
■when ihey were performed as a difiiofl exhibition, un- 
mixed with any other interlude. An extract given bv Mr. 
Warton from an old Art OF Poetry publifhed in 1348. 
furnifhes ns with this account of it : " The French larce 
contains nothing of the Lalin comedy. It has neither ,-fls 
norfceoes, which would ferve only to introduce a tedious 
prolixity: for the tme fubjeft of the French farce or 
Sottif. is every fort of foolery, which has a tendency to 
provoke laughter. — The fnbjeel of the Greek and Latin 
comedy was totally different from every thing oil the French 
llage j for it had more morality than drollery, and often as 
much troth aa 'fiction. Our Moralities hold a place in- 
differently between tragedy and comedy, but our farces are 
really what the iiomans called Mima or PrUput, the intended 
end and effefl of which was cxccllivc laughter, and on that 
account they admitted all kind otl lc,en lioutnefs, as our 
farces do at prelent. Ill the mean lime their pltafarHry 
does not derive much advantage from rhymes, however 
flowing, ol eight fyllablcl." Hist, of EkC. Por.TRY. Vol. 111. 
p. 35o. Scaligcr cxprcfsly mentions the two. Ipecica of 
drama above defcribed, as the popular entertainments of 
franc c in his lime. " Sunto igilur duo genera, qua! eliam 
ftcatlm & oppidatim per univcifain Galliain mirificis ani- 
ficibus circnnilcruntur ; Morale, 8e RiDioulum." Potlica, 
Lib. [. c. x. p. 17. edit. l56i. 

* The exacl conformity between our Clown and the Eta- 
diarii and Emtoliarirt of I lie Roman flag* is afecrtuined, not 
Only by wbat I have Hated in. the text, but by our au- 
thor's contemporary Philemon Holland, by whom that paf- 
fage in Pliny winch is referred 10 in a former page, — 
" Luceeiamirn<j centum annis 1 in fcena pronuntiavit. G.liria 
Copiola, embaliaria, reducta efi in fccnani, ~ annum ecu. 
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N;> writer that I have met will), intimates that 
tn the nine "I Shakfpeare it was cultomary to ex- 
hibit more than a litigle .dramatitk piece on one 
day.' Had any fbortcr piece*, of the fame kind 
with our modern laiccs. (be fide the jigs already 
mentioned,) been prefented after the principal 
performance, fome of them probably wpuld have 
been printed; but [here are none of them extant 
of an earlier date than the time of the Reftoration. 1 
The practice therefore of exhibiting two dramas 
fuccelfivcly in the fame afternoon, we may be af- 
fured, was not eltablilhcd before that period. But 

teffimum quart am agens," — is thus Iran flat td : " Lucceia, 
a common Vice in a play, followed the fiage, and ailed 
thereupon loo yceres. Suili another Vice, that plated the 
fiale, and made jporle beluiemt mfii/ti in inlirluda, named 
Galcria CopioU, was brought lo acl on the flage, — when 
ftie was in the 104th yctre of her age." 

* The York/Lire Tragedf, cr All's One, indeed appears to 
liavc been one of font pieces tliat were reprcfented on the 
fame day; and Fletcher lias alfo a piece called lour Plays 
i:i One; but probably ihcfc were tilltcr exhibited 011 fome 
particular occalion, or were iuelfcclunl dforts to Introduce 
a new f|ieeies of amufement ; for wc do not find any other 
mftaqecs oF the fame kind. 

1 1.) l663. as I learn from Sir Henry Herbert's MSS. Sir 
William D'Avcniot produced The Plajhonje to bt Ul. The 
fifth acl of this heterogeneous piece is a mock tragedy, 
founded on the actions of Carfar, Anthony, and Cleopatra. 
This, Ungbaine fayj, ufed to be afled at the theatre in 
Dorfet Garden, (which was not opened til! November, 1671.) 
after the tragedy of Pumfiey, written by Mrs. Catharine 
Philips ; and'was, 1 believe, the firfl farce that appeared 
on (he Kngliih flage. In 1677. The Cheats if Scapin was 
performed, as a ftcond piece, after Titus and Beieafee, a 
play of three afls, in order to furmtli out an exhibition 
of the tibial length : and about the fame time farces were 
produced by Duflet, Tate, and otherc. 
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though our ancient audiences were not gratified by 
the reprcfentation of more than one drama in [he 
fame day, the entertainment itr the middle of the 
reign of Elizabeth was diver fined, and the popu- 
lace diverted, by vaulting, tumbling, (light of 
hand, ant! morricc-dnncin =r; J and in the time of 
Shakfpearc, by the extemporaneous buffoonery of 
(he Clown, whenever lie chofe to folicit the atten- 
tion of the audience; by finding and dancing be- 
tween the ads, and cither a fong or the metrical 
jig already defcribed at the end of the piece: ' a 

4 " For the eye, betides the bcaulic of [lie htrafel and the 
ftages, he [the devil] fendrth in garilh apparell, mal"ques, 
v«uiliu£, tumbling •lanncini; <■[ ^Har-in, marifret, hobby 

kerfn, Jhwntg of joggling tafia, — nothing forgot, that might 

fetve to fet out the mailer widi pompe, or ravilli the beholders 
with variety of pleafure. " Flajti confuted in fait AShnl. By 
Sir j lien CufTon. Signat. E. 

' See Beaumont's Verfcl to Fletciier on his Failkful 
Shtphtritfi : 

a Hot want there ihofe, who, as the bay does ilanic 
Li Between the acis, will cenfnre the whole play, " 
So alfo, in Sir John Davies's EPIGRAMS, lio date, but 
primed in i5gS: 

ii For as we fee at all the? play-houfe doores, 
ti When ended is the play, the dance, and Jong, 
u A thoufand townfmen/' fee. 
Hentiuerobfervcs, that the dances, when he was in London 
in' i5gS. were accompanied with exquifite mulick. Seethe 
paflage quoted from his Itinerary, in p. 5S. n. g. 

That in the ilagc-dances boys in the drefs of women 
fometimcs joined, appears to me probable from Trynne's 
invcclive againil the theatre : " Stage- play c>, " fays he, "'by 
our own modem experience arc commonly attended with mixl 
effeminate amorous dancing."' J)iJhiomaflix,'f. a5g. From 
the fame author we learn that (bugs were frequently fung 
between the acts. " By our mint roodnne experience there 
is nothing more frequent in sll oui i:;t[ie-;>hyes tlien amorous 
pallorai or obfeeue iaf'civious Jove-fouys, moll mcludioiiHy 
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mixture not more heterogeneous than that with 
which we arc now daily prefemed, a tragedy and 
a farce. In the dances, 1 believe, not only men, 
but boys in women's dreffes, were introduced: a 
practice which prevailed on the Grecian Rage,* 
and in France till late in the la ft century. 7 

The amulemcnts of our aiiccdors, before the 
commencement of the play, weie of various kinds. 
While fome part of the audience entertained them- 

ehanted out upon the (last betweene each fcveral aflionj 
both 10 fupply that chafme or vacant interim which the 
tjrinnhoufe tales up in chancing the actors' robes, to fit them 
for fome other part in the enfuing fcene.— as Irkcwile to plcafe 
the it chine earca, if not to inflame the outrageous lulls, of 
lewdc fpeSaiors. " Ibidem, p. bGj. 

In another place the author quotes the following paiiagc 
from fcnfcbins. " What fecth he who run pel to play-houfcs? 
Diabolical fonges, dancing wenches, or, that] may fp cake 
more, truely, nirlcs tolfcd up and downe with the furies of the 
devil." [ " A Jeji'ijitiun i adds Prynuc ) ef our dancing 

/emails."] .'■ For what doth this danccreltc? She moil 

to be always covered 1 (lie turnes about her neeke the wrong 
way ; (hp throwelh aboute ber haire hither and thither. Even 
■hele things verily are done by her whom the Devill hath 
polfeffcd." liidem, p. 534- 

It docs not appear whether the puritanical writer of this 
ireatifc alludes in the obfervat'ron inferted in crotches to hoys 
tlmicius on [he flage in womeii's cloaths, or to female dancers 
in private houfes. The fubject immediately before him fhould 
rather lead to the former interpretation. Wtmtn ccrrai.ily did 
not dance on the (hge in his time. 

* See p. l33. n. 5. 

' " Dans le-ballet Aa Ttimpht ill FAiubut en iGSi. on vit , 
pour la prcmi: re fo'u des dmfeulcs fur ]c tin aire dc I'Opcra : 
auparavaut e'etoit deux, quatrc, (is, on huit danfcurs-qu'on 
habilloit en femmcs. " Oiutres dt At, Dc Sainl-Feix, Tom. III. 
p. 416. 
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(elves with reading,* or playing at cards, ' others 
were employed in lels refined occupations ; in 
drinking ale,* or fmokiug tobacco : 1 with thcie 

! So, in Fiti-Jeoffery's Satires, 1617 : 

11 Ye worthy worthies ! none clii, might I chufe, 
it Doe I dclire iny paefic p'rufe, 
ti For to Cave charges ire the j Up £f"i.i, 
a Or when ilir lord of liberty comes in." 
Again, in a fatite at tilt conclufion of The Mafiivc, arjoang- 
Whelpt of lie old /Jcgjr, — Epigram! nuJ Satire;, printed by 
Thomas Crecde: 

[ Tlie author is fpeaklng of thofe who will probably pur. 
chafe liis hook. ] 

u Lail ionics my fcoffing friend, of fcowrioe wit. 
xi Who thinks his judgement 'bovc all arts doth lit. 
' K He buys the boofce, and ha fits him to the pU, ; 
u Where when lie comes and ttads, » here's lluir," ' 
""""--^tlDth fay: 

U Bec^auTc the lookers on may hold him wife, 
ii He laughs at what he likes, and then will riff, 
il And til; es tobacco; then about will louke, 
ii And more dilike the play than of the boofce; 
(i At length is vest he Humid with ilurge he drawne 
u For filch Qtght fights to lay a fute to pawne," 
' " Before the play begins, fall to earda. " (Ju/i Home' 

loot, lGtlC). 

' See TK« Womta-Hattt, a comedy, by B. and Fletcher, 
1607 1 " There is no poet acquainted with more (bakings and 
qnakings towards the latter end of his new play, when he's in 
thai cafe that he lta<ids peeping between the curtains, fo 
fearfully, that a battle of ale cannot he opened, but thai he 
1I1 inks I'mnc body hill'ej." 

> " Now, fir, I am one of your gentle auditors that am 
come 1 , in; — I, have my three fortl of .Vine, a in my pocket -, 
m light bj me ; — and thus I begin." Induction lo Cjntkta'i 
Revtll, by Hen [onfon, 1601. 

So, in Barththmm Fair, 1614 : » He looks like, a fellow 
that I hive feeu accommodate gentlemen with llbacci 31 our 
theatres." 

Again, in Decker's Gull Hom-boak : " By filling 011 tie 
flagc, you may will, fmail coft pur chafe the dcarc acquaintance 
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and nuts and apples they were furnilhed by male 
attendants, of whofc clamour a fatirical writer of 
the time of James I. loudly complains.* In ifi33. 
when Prynne publiflied his Hijlriomajlix, women 
iVnoked tobacco' in the playhoufes as well as men. 1 
It was a common practice to carry table-books* 
to the theatre, and, cither from ciniofity, or enmity 
to the author, or fomc other motive, to write down 
paffages of the play that was rcprcfenicd; and 

of the boyes; have a good (tool for fixpence-,— git }our malch 
li$ht<i, " kc. 



i-deaf with (.',"/"«-"?. " 
*ck.fijm. by H. Fiifjcoffrry, 1G17. 
ge in Gorton's Sdeelt ofituft, 1579. 
[ej thty Rive tbeta pippins." 8tt. 



1O04: ■' 1 am one [hai bath fecn thi* play ofieo. anil can 
give (bem | Hrminge, Burbac/, fcc.l intelligence for (heir 
aOiont 1 havemoa of the jefb here in ray Utlt-boek," 
So. in (l.r prologue to tiamibal and Sdph, l63] : 

„ Sot (ball he in ulufh. 

11 That, from [he poet's labours, io the pit 

tt Informs hinifeif, for ihe (xticife of his wit 

ti At taverns. gatAfi nolei. " — 
Again, in the Piolog'je to The Woman-Haltr, * comedy, 
1607 : 

'• If there be any lurking among you in corners, wiih 
UlleMiht, who have fome hopes to find fit matter la feed his 
malitt on, let them clafp them up, and Dint away, or flay 
and be converted. " 

Again, in Ever) Man En his Humour, 1601 : 

" Bui to fuch, wherever they Qt concealed, let them know, 
the author defiej them and their wiiin£-lablu, " 
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there is reafon to believe that the imperfefl and 
mutilated copies of one or two of Sliakfpeare's 
dramas, which are yet extant, were taken down by 
the ear or in flion-hand during the exhibition. 

At tiie end of tlic piece, the aflors, in noble- 
men's houfes and in taverns, where plays were fre- 
quently performed,' prayed for the health and , 
profperky of their patrons; and in the publick 
theatres, for the king and queen,' This prayer 
fomctimes made part of the epilogue.* Hence, 
probably, as Mr. Steevcns has obferved, the ad- 
dition of Vivant rex & rtgina, to the modern play- 
bills. 

Plays in the time of our author, began at one 
o'clock in the afternoon; * and the exhibition was 

7 See A Mad World my Majters, a comedy,, by Middleton, 
160S: " Some fherry formy lord's plaver* there, firrali ; why 
this will be 1 true feaO a right Milrc flipper -,— a play andall." 

The ni^ln before the infurrcclion of the gallant and unfor- 
tunate Earl of Eifex, the play oi King Henry IV. (not'Shak- 
fpeare's piece) wa» afltd at his houfe. 

! Sec the notes on the Epilogue to The Second Pari of 
K. Henry IV. Vol. XIII. p. s5,J. 

* See Cflffl(j/>i, a tragedy, by Thomas Prelton ; Latrine, 
j5 9 5. and A'. Henry IV. Pari II. 

5 11 Fufcus doth rife at ten, and at eleven 

it lie goes to Gyls, where he doth eat till one, 
II Then feci a piny." 

Epigrams by Sir John Davies, no date, but printed about 
i5 9 8. 

Odiris, however, were actuated by a flrongcr curlofily, 
and, in order 10 fecurc good places, went to the ihealre 
without their dinner. Sre the Prologue to The Unfortunate 
Im-en, by Sir William D'Avcnant, full performed at Black- 
friars, in April, iC3S. 

ii — —You are grown exceflive proud, 

it Since teu times more of wit than was allow'd 
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fo me times Eniflied in two hours. ' Even in 1667. 
they commenced at three o'clock.* About thirty 

11 Your filly anciltors in twenty year, 
it You think in lwiijl.nl /j jrjrj 10 fwallow here. 
« For they 10 theatre* were pleas'd to come, 
11 Ere they had dh-'d, 10 lake up the bed room ; 
[i There lit on benches 1101 adorn'd with mill, 
11 Anil gtiuiunllv did i.'il ihcir hi^h-crowu'd hats 
H To every half-drefi'd player, as he Hill 
« Through hangings pecp'd, 10 fee the galleries fill. 
K Good cafy-judgiiig fouls, with what delight 
it They would expe'cl a jig or target-light ! 
it A furious tale of Troy, which they ne'er thought 
u Was weakly writ, if it were flrongly fought ; 
11 Liugh'd at a clinch, the fhadow of a jell, 
And cry'd~ fl pajfir.g gotd one, 7 / J ™le J ^. i • 
FIOm the foregoing Hues it appears tliat, anciently, places 
were not taken in the: bell icoim or boxes, before the reprc- 

lifhed. Sec a prologue to a revived play, in Cedent Garden 
Drollery', ftiji. 



.1 Th t Jli a li a gf, 0 , ma , t \j c ,d to tup pur place. 

lint if a play's iwiu'd, you Ray and dine, 
.i And drink till three, and then come dropping in." 
Though Sir John Davics in the palfagc above quoted, men- 
tions ear a'tiotk as the hour at which plays commented, the 
time of beginning the entertainment about eleven years after- 
wards [1G69) fec.ns'tn have been later; lor Decker In his 
. Cuh Hcrnt-bovkc makes his gallant go 10 the ordinary at tut 
o'clock, and from thence to the play. 

When lien Jonfaii'i Maguetuk Lady was ailed [in i63».) 
plays appear to have been over at five o'clock. They 
probably at that time did not begin lilt between two and 
three o'clock. 

' Seep. n. a. See alfo the Prologue lo It. Henry Fill. 

and that to Itameo and Juliet. 

* See The Demeijclles d U Mode, by Fleckno, 1667. 

n t.ASlr. Hark you, bark you, whither away fo fall ? 
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years afterwards , (in i6n6) theatrical entertain- 
ments began an hour later. 1 

We have (ecu that in the infancy of our flage 
Myfleries were ufually acted in churches; and the 
praflice of exhibiting religious dramas in buildings 
appropriated to the fervicc of religion on the 
Lord's-day certainly continued after the Reforma- 
tion. ' 

During the reign of Queen Elizabeth plays were 
exhibited in the puhlick theatres on Sundays, as 
well as on other days of the week. 6 The licence 

ii b. Allor. Wliy. to the theatre, 'tij pall Ihrie i'cloit, and 
the play it-ready 10 bci;ln." See alfo note fi. above. 

After die Reiloration, (we are fold by old Mr. Gibber] it 
was a frequent practice of the ladies of quality, to carry 
Mr. SCynallon the a&or, in his female drefs, after the play, 
in their coaches to Hyde-Park. 

< See the Epilogue to Tiic She Gallants, printed in thai 
year, 

* "Thefe, [the players; becaufe they are allowed to play 
every Sunday, make lour ot five Sundays, at lea ft, every week." 
' Sihcale of Abufc, 1579. 

ii In former times, (fays Strypc in his Additions to Stowe'j 
\ Survey of l.tnJcu,) iii^ciiinus tradefincn and gentlemen's fer- 
vants would fomclimcs pi titer a company of lliemfelves, »nd 
leant interludes, to cxpofc vice, or to repreftnt the noble 
actions of our ancellors. Thefe they played at fcltivals, in 
private houfes, at weddings, or other entertainments. But 
in procels of time it became an occupation, and thefe plays 
being comment} ailed on Stmdaji and other fellivals, the 
churches were forlaken, and the plavhoufei thronged." 

See alfo A Seimcn [.reached al Pastes Crrlfe on Si. Bnrlhc 
lomeu Jay, bmg She 24. of Augufl, i5 1 S. Eyjihn Stacked : 
— "Will not a Fylthic playc with the blall of a trumpette 
fooner cajl thyther (lo the country] a thoufende, than an 
houres toiling of a bell bring to the fitmou a hundred ? 
Nay, even hecre in the cine, without it be at tills place, 
and ioine other ccrtaine ordinarie audience, where lhall you 
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granted by that queen to James Bnrbage in 1 5y 4. 
which has been already printed in a former page, 7 
fliCWS that they were then reprefcuted on that day, 
out of the hours of prayer. 

We are told indeed by John Field in his Decla- 
ration of Go£s Judgment at Paris Garden, that in the 
year 1.IS0" the magillrates of the city of London 
obtained from Qucene Elizabeth, that all hcathcniih 
Jilayes and elite rludes Ihould be banifhed upon fab- 
bath dayca." This prohibition, however, probably 
lalled but a (hurt time; for her majefty, when (he 
vifited Oxford in i5ga. did not icruplc to be prc- 
fentat a theatrical exhibition on Sunday night, the 
34th of September in that year. 1 During the reign 
of James tile i'irtl, though dramatick entertain- 
ments were performed at court on Sundays,' I 

find a rrnfoniblc company ? Whereas if you rtfotic to Iht 

Tlitnlre, the Curtain, and other places ol playes in ilie chit, 

you ihall on the Lurifl day have thefe places, with many 
other that I coll reckon, fo full as no (libit they can throug." 

See alto Stubbed Anemic of Abujti, i583. in prcf. -, and 
The Mirror of Magifralei fir Cilia, 084. p. S14. 

7 P. 47- 

* Peek'. Mimoirt of Crmoiell, No. IV. p. i5. 

' This h alcemined by the following account of "Rl- 
VELLS and PlaYES performed and acled at Cliriftmas in the 
court at Whitehall, i6m." for the prcfervation of which we 
are indebted to Sir John Afilcv, then Miller ol the Revels : 

" Upon St. Sicevcns daye a't night Tit SptniJA Curate wjj 

" Upon St. Johns daye at night was acled Tie lic£gars Bujh 
by the Ling) playera. 

Upon Childermas daye no playe. 
" Upon the Sandy following The Pilgrim was afled by 

" Upon New-years day at night The Alikcmijl was afled 
by the kings players. 
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believe, no plays were pvhlickly reprefemed on that 
day; * and by the ftatute .3 Car. I. c. t. their exhi- 

" Upon Tweifc night, the Msfque being put off, the 
jilay called A i'owe a;\d a goad one was afled by the princes 

" Upon Sunday, being die 1 0 th of January, the Priucca 
Mifquc app uin it'll for t'wHfe daye, was performed. The 
fpcecbea and fitngi compnled by Mr. Ben J ohufon, and (he 
fcene mide by Mr. Inigo Jones, which was three times 
changed during the lyme of the mafqne : where ih the nrft 
that was difrovered was a profprciivc of Whitehall, with 
the Banqueting Hoide ; lire freond was [he Mal.mcrj in a 
cloud -. arid the third a forrcu. The French emliaJTjdor was 
pre rent. 

' L The Antemafques of tumblers and juggler*. 

" The Prince did leadc the meafurcs with the French 
emballadors wife. 

" The meafurea, brailles, corrantos, and galliatds being 
ended, the Malquera with the ladyes did daance I coutrcy 
daunces, namely The Soldiers Marthe. and ili.fi Htmuktn, 
where the French Embafladors wife and Madenioyiala St. Luke 
did [dinner], 

_** At Candlemas Malvtlh was aftcd at couri, by the 

'" At Shrovetide, the king being at Newmarket, and the- 
prince out of England, there was neythtr tnal'qne nor 
play, nor any other kind of Rcvells held at court." MS, 
Herbert. 

1 In the Refalmiir. i/i'-t A[:al:<:ir fir AQots, by J. G. quarto, 
i6l5. it is afked, " If plays do fo much eood, why arc they 
not fufftred on the Sakbeih, a day felefl whereon to do 
good ?" From hence It appears that plays were not permitted 
10 be pnbliiitly ailed on Sundays in the lime of Jamil I. 

Yet Heard in his Theatre of God's Judgment, p. IIS edit. 
i63i. tells us, that in the year 1607. " at a towne in Bed- 
fordDiire tailed Rifiey, the Iloorc of a chamber wherein 
many were gathered together to lee a Ibge-play on lie Jab- 
bath day, fell downe." But this was a private exhibition.— 
From a paifage alfo in Pry tine*! Hijhum.ijlis , p. 143. 11 ap- 
pears (hat plays had been funierinieS r, |ircfin(cd oil Sundays 
ju the time of James the Firll, though the pci&ice was 

Vol. 111. M 
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bition on the Sabbath day was abfolutely prohi- 
bited: .yet, notwith (landing this aft of" parliament, 
both plays and mafques were performed at court 
on fun days, during the lirft fixtcen years of the 
reign of that king, 1 and certainly in private boufes, 
if not on the publick flage. 

then not common. " Dancing therefore on the Lords day 
is an unlawful pallime punilhablc by the llatute l Garoli, c. I. 
which intended to fiipprcllc dancing on the lords day, ai 
well as bearc-b?.yting, bull-bay ting, interludes and common 
jilates, which were not (o rife, fo common, as dancing, when 
this law was firll cnafled. " 

II is uncertain whcllicc this writer here alludes to publick 

° r » P1 M»y, Tn'bis Hijlory of the Parliament of England, 1646. 
talcing;! review of the conduct of King Charles and his miniHcrs 
from iGuti to 1640. mention! that plays were ufoally reprc- 
fented at court on Sundcp during that period. 

There were during this period limilar exhibitions on 
Sundays elfewhcrc as well as at court, no I with Handing the 
flatutc made in the beginning of this reign : bin whether they 
were permitted then in the publick theatres, I am unable to 
afecnain. Prynnc in Ilis Hiftriontajlix, p. 64I1. has the follow- 
ing palfage : " Neither will it hereupon follow, thai we may 
dance, dice, fee malijties or plays ou Lords-day nights, ( fit too 
many do, } becaufe the Lords day is then ended, " kc. and in 
p. 717. lie inliuuates that the Itatutc 3 Car. I. c. 4. [which 
prohibited the cxhibiiion of any interlude or iUge-play on 
the Lord's-day, ) was not very flriifily enforced : " If it were 
as diligently executed as ii was piouOy cnaiicd, it would 
fupprtlle many great abufes, that are yet continuing among US, 
to Cods diflionour and good cliiiflians' grief III too many 
places of our kingdom ; which our juHices, our inferiout 
nagiflrates, might foon reforme, would they but fet ihem- 
fclvri ferioully about it, as fonie here and there have done." 

See alto VVithcrs's Britaines Remembrancer, Canto VI. p. 
197. b- edit. t6a8 : 

ii And feldom have ihey leifure for a play 
11 Or mafque, except upon Cod's holiday. " 

In John Spencer's Dijccurjn of divtrje PclUhni, tic. 410. 
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It has been a queflion, whether it was formerly 
a common practice to ride on horfeback io the 
playhoule; a circumftance that would feared y 
deferve confideralion, it if were not in Tome fort 
connected with our author's hiflory, a plaufible 
flory having been built on this foundation, relative 
to bis firft introduction to theflage. 

The modes of conveyance to the theatre, an- 
ciently, r.s at prefent, feem to have been various ; 
fome going in coaches, 1 others on horfeback,' and 

1641. (as I learn from O Idyl's Manufcript notes onLangbalne,) 
it is hid, that "Jo!in YVSIfon, a cunning mufician, contrived 
a curious comedv, which belli;; r.f'ted on > Sunday night sfter 
thai Join) bilhop of Lincoln had conlecratcd the carl of 
Clcavclatid's luinptiious < li J I'd. tLi 1 fa id John Spcnrcr {newly 
made the bilhop's connnilibry general) did prefcnt the faid 
bilhop a! Huntingdon f; r fiiili.r:ng the faid comedy to be 
atfed in his houfc on a iioirfor, though it was nine o'clock at 
night; alfo Eir Sydney Monncute and his lady, Sir Thomas 
Hartley and h!i lady. Mailer Wilfou, and others, aclors of 
the fame: and becaufc ibey did not appear, he fentcuced the 
bifhop to build ifchool at Eaton, and endow it with sol. a 
year for a miller; Sir Sydney M 011 tactile to give five pounds 
and five toati 10 live poor women, and his lady five pounds 
and five gowns to five poor widows; and the renfure, (fays 
he,) Hindi yet unrepealed." 

■* See Vol. [. Anecdote? at the end of Shakfpcare'i Life, Sec. 

* is A pipe there, Grrah ; no fophillicale ; 

.1 Villainc, the bell; — whate'er you prize it at. 
1. Tell yonder lady with the yellow fail, 
« I (lull be proud to ufhei her anon ; 

tt My coeck /lands ready. " 

Jfoict from Blaci-frian, 1617. 
The author is defcribing the behaviour of a gallant at the 
BUci-friars Ihcitre. 

* See the induction to Cynthia's Re veil, 1G01 : " Befides, 
they could wifll, your poets would leave to he promoters of 
other men's jells, and to way-lay all the flale apothegms or 
old books they can hear of, in print or otherwifc, to farce 
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many by water. T To At Globe playhoufc the com- 

their fcencs withal : — again, thai feeding their friends with 
nothing of ihcir own but what tlley have twice Or thrice 
cook'd, they ihnuld noi wantonly give out, how Toon (hey 
had drifl.it, nor how many ceathes came 10 carry away the 
broken meat, befides hobbj-lmrjts, waAJtel-cloath nags. " 

" lly till! lime, " [/ays Dcikcr, defcrib'mg an ordinary, ) 
" the parings of fruit and cheefc are in ihc voyder, cardes 
and dice lie It inking in the lire, ilie guclU arc all up, the guilt 
rapiers ready to be hanged, the French lacquey and Irilh 
ibotbny Ihruggingat the rio. i. -in', li.eie m.i/Wj' hMy horju, 

gallop I in poll i let lis take a paire of oarcs and now luliily 
after them." Gull Hotntbsakt, 4to. 1609. 

I In the year iGi3. the Company of Watermen petitioned 
hismajefty, " thai the players might not be permitted to have 
a pl.iv-houfe in London or in Middlefcx, within four miles ot 
tlie city on that Gdc of the Thames." From Taylor's Ttut 
Cauft oflht Wattrmn'l Suil concerning Piajcn, and llit r<*f, :u 
IhitthtirpU/mgon Undnnftdt, islhclr [i. e. the Watermen'. | 
atrtmt kindranct, we leant, that the theatres on the Bankfidc 
jn South war k were once io 1:11 nitrous, and the cuftom of go! 11 5 
thither by water fo general, that many ihoufand watermen 
were fupporlcd by it. — As the btfok is not common, and the 
palTjgc contains Tome anecdote! iclalive to the llagc at tliat 
time, I (hall tranferibe it : 

Afterwards," [i. e. as I conjecture, about the year :5g6.] 
fays Taylor, who was employed as an advocate in behalf of 
the watermen, " the v players began to play on lie Bankfidc, 
and to leave playing in London and Middleftx, Jcr ibt mojl 
pari. Then there went Inch preat tnncourfc of people by water, 
that the fmall number ot u-jitimtn remaining at lionie [ the 
majority being employed in the Spauifh war} were not able 
to tarry ihcm, by rcafon of the court, the tearms, the players, 
and other employments. So that we were inforced and 
encouraged, hoping that ttjl', gol !cu I'liiiin^ world would have 
la lied ever, to take and emertaine men and boyes, which 
boyes are grown men, and keepers of lioufes: fo that the 
number of watermen, and thofe that live and are maintained 
by them, and by the only labour of the oare and ftull, bctwiit 
the bridge of VVindfor and Gravcfend, cannot be fewer than 
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pany probably were conveyed by water; 1 to tbat 
in Blackjriars, the gentry went either in coaches, * 

forty thoufanit; the caufc of the greater halfe of which multitude 
hath bene the playera playing on the fiantjirfe;. for I hive 
.known three companies, bcudes the bear-baiting, at once 
there; to wit, the Glebe, ll.eR.fe, and lie Swan. 

» And now it hath pleated God in this peaceful time, 
[ from 1604 10 16: 3. ] that there is no employment at the lea, 
as It hath betie'actu Homed, fo that all ihofe great numbers of 
men remaines at home ; and the players have ill ( except the 
king! men] left their ufual rcfitieucy on Ihe Banlrfide, and doe 
play in Middlefcx, far remote from the Thames ; to that entry 
day in ihe wecke Ihej do draui rinio (Aetn lAree or four Ihoufand 
people, that were ufed to fpend their monies by water. " 

" His majeftics players did cihibit a petition againlt us, in 
which they faid, that our fuit was uurcafouable, and that we 
might as jullly remove the Exchange, the walkcs In Pauls, 
or Moorficlds, to the Banklide, for our profits, as to confine 
them." 

The affair appears never to have been decided. " Some 
(fays Taylor) have reported that I took bribes of the player*, 
to let the fnit fall, and to that purpofe 1 had a fuppei of 
them, u lit Cardinal hat, on the Bankfide." Works of Taylor 
the water-poet, p. 171. edit. iC33. 

9 See an epilogue to a vacation-play at Ihe Globe, by Sir 
William D'Avenaot; Works, p. 3^. 

11 For your own fakes, poor fault, you had not beft 
it Believe my fury was fa much fnpprcfl 
11 1' the heat of the lall fcenc, as now you may 
it Boldly and fa f el y too cry down our play; 

11 Here in the houfe, or going to lake boat ; 
11 Rv heaven I'll mow you off with my long fword. 
Yeoman mdf quire, knight, lady, and her hrd." 
So, in The G«ls Hatubnek, ifiog. " If you can either for 
love or money, provide your felle a lodging by the water- 
fide ; — it adds a kind of (late to you to be earned from thence 
10 the flaicrs of jour pUyhoufe." 

9 See a letter from Mr. Garrard to Lord Strafford, dated 
Jan. 9. i633-4. Straiford'j Letters, Vol. I. p. 175. "Here hath 
been an order of the lordi of the council hung up in a table 
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or on horfcback; and the common people on 
foot. ' 

near JW's and the Blact-Jryttt, to command all that retort 
to the playhoufe ihere, to fend aunv thrir toarhet, and to 
dlfperfc abroad in PanCs Churchyard, Carttt Lane, the Con- 
duit in F/«l Sired, and other places, and not 10 return to 
fetch their company ; but they rmift trot a-foot to find 
their coaches : — 'twas kept very fli icily {or two or three 
weeks, but now, 1 think, it is dii'ur.Iircd a^in/' — it mould, 
however, be remembered that this was written above forty 
you after Shnklpcarc' s lirll acquaintance with the thcaire. 
Coaches, in the lime of Queen Elizabeth were poffeffed 
but by very few. They were not io ordinary ufe till after 
the year i6o5. Sec Stowc's Annals, p. S6j. 

In A pleajani Dialogue between Coach and Sedan, 4to. |636. 
it ij laid, that '• the firli coach that was feen in England 
was iliat prel'entcd to <.>j ,-1:1 tlir-abcth hv the tarl of Arundel, 
in which (lie went from Somcrfct-Hcuit to St. Panic's Crolfe, 
to hear a fcr-non on ilic viilory "htiincil avaiull ihc Spa- 
niards In I5S8." 

" I wonder in my heart." (fays l!ic writer, who was born 
in t5 7 S.) » why our n obi I i tie cannot in iairr weather walke. 
the llrects as they were wont-, as [ have fecne the Eulci 
of Shrcwlbnry, l)arbie, Snffcx, Cumberland, tlfeK, &c. — _ 
betides thofe inimitable prelijenii of routine and valour. 
Sir t rances Drake, Sir P. Sydney, Sir Mai tin For hi flier, fee. 
with a number of others, — when a coacli was almolt as 

Even when the above mentioned order was made, tberc 
were no ha,tncj coaches. Thefe, as appears from another 
Inter in the fame collcclio'n, were elUbliihed a few mnnlhs 
afterwards. " I cannot ihys Mr. Garrard ) omit 10 mention 
any new thing that comes up amongll us, though never 
fo .trivial. Here is one captain Baiicy; he hath been a 
fr.t-capiaio, but now tives on the land, about this city, 
where he tries experiments. He haili creeled, according 
to his ability, fume ^iitr harir.ey coaches, put hit men in 
livery, and appointed them to fund at the May-pole in the 
Strand, giving them inilruclious at what rates to carry men 
i into fcveral parts of the town, where all day they may be 
had. Other hackney-meu fctinu this way, ihey liocked tu 
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Plays in the Lime of King James the Firft, (and 
probably afterwards,) appear to have been per- 
formed every day at cadi theatre during tlic winter 
feafon, 3 except in the time of Lent, when they 

the fame place, and perform their journeys at the fame rite.' 
So that fome times there is twenty of them together, wliicli 
difperfe up and down, that they and other* are to he had 
every where, as water-men art to he had by the water- 
fide. Every body is much pleafed with it. For whereas, 
before, coaches could not he had but at great rates, now 
a man may have one much cheaper." This Inter is dated 
April 1. l63i. — Strafford's Lctlirs, Vol.1, p. 027. 

A few months afterwards hackney chairs were introduced : 
" Here is alio another project for carrying people Up and 
down in ebfi chain, for the folc doine whereof, Sir Sander 
Buncombe, a traveller, now a penGoner, hath obtained a 
patent from the hiun, and hath forty or fifty making ready 
for ufc." Ibid. p. 33G. 

This fperies of conveyance had been ufed long before 
IR Italy, from whence probably this ftWIff introduced it, 
SccFlorlo's Italian Dictionary, l5,jS. in v. Carrivola ; "A 
kinde of chaire covered, ufed in Italit for to carrie men 
up and downe by porters, uufecne of anie bodie,'' In hie 
frc'ond edition, 1611. lie defines it, " A kind of covered 
chaire ufed in Italy, wherein men and women are carried 
by porttrs u/'on their JhoMeri" 

' See p. i63. n. ii. In an epigram by Sir John Davies, 
pcrfons of an inferior rank ire ridiculed for prcfuming to* 
imitate noblemen and gentlemen in riding to the theatre : 
it Faufluj, nor lord, nor knight, nor wife, nor old, 

ti To every place about the town doth ride; 
• > He ridei Into the fields, pUp 10 behold ; 
u He rides to take boat at the waler-f.de." 

E^tJTOWi, printed at Middleburg, about l5gS. 
' See Taylor'* Suit ef the W'tttnn, &e. WorJts, p. 171. 
" But my love is fuch to intra, [lilt players,] that whercaa 
they do play but otiee a day, 1 could be content they 
mould play twice or thrice a day." The players have all 
(except ihe Kings men,) lefl their ofual refidency on the 
Baiikhdc, and doe play in Middlcfex far remote from the' 
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were not permitted on die fcrmon davs, as they 
were called,, tSiat is, on Wednefday and Friday; 
nor on ihc oilier days of the week, except by (fe- 
cial licence; which however was obiaincd by a fee 
paid to the Mailer of the Revel's. In the dimmer 
feafun the Ilage exhibitions were continued, but 
during the long vacation they were lefs frequently 
repeated. However, it appears from Sir Henry 
Herbert's Manufcript, that the king's company 
ufually brought out two or three new plays at the 
Globe every rummer.* 

Though, from the want of newf papers and other 
periodical publication!,, intelligence was not fo 
ipeedily circulated in former times as at prefent, 
our ancient theatres do not appear to have laboured 
under any disadvantage in this refpect; for the 

Thames, fo thai " "J <<<i> in the week they do draw unto 
them three «.r lour rhoufaml people." Ilidm. 

In l5g8. Hcrmnvr f.yj, plnys were performed in the 

* In D'Avenam's Work, we find '-an fcpilogue to a 
oaealitm play al the Globe." See alfo the F.piflU to ihe 
Reader, prefixed lo Mrmaihe, a tracedy atfed at die Duke'j 
theatre, in 1G7X " This play happening to be in my handi 
in ilic h>ng vacation, a Time when ihc playhouf.s are willing 
to catch at any reed to fave ihtmfelvei from finking, to 
do the houfe a kindnefs, and 10 ftrvr the Gentleman who 
it fecmcd was dcliroiis to fee ii On the flage. I willingly 
perufed it. — The play deferved a beticr liking than it 
fniind; and had ii hecn adlrd in die good well meaning 
limes, when the Cii, Herocliut, and other French playei 
met with filch applaufe, til is would have paffed very well; 
'but fince our audiences have titled fo plentifully tile firm 
Englifh wit, thefe thin regnlioi will not down," 
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players primed and expo fed accounts of the pieces 
that they intended to exhibit,"' which, however, did 
not contain a lift of the characters, or the names 
of the adlors by whom they were rcprefented. * 

' " They life lofet up their billes upon polls Come certaine 
days before,. 10 adinoniih the people ro make refort to iheir 
theatres, .iliaj they may thereby be (lie belter faniilhed, 
am! [lie people prepared to fill iheir purfes with tlieir 
irtafurei." Treatife againft Idltntjt, vaine Places and Inter' 
hdtt, bl. I. (no dale|. 

Tlie antiquity of ihij cuRom liltewifc appears from a (lory 
recorded bv Taylor the waler-poer, under the head of Wit 
end Mirth. 3g. ■■ Matter Field, the player, riding up Flcet- 
ftreet a great pace, a gentleman called liim, and alked Mm, 
what play wag played that day. He bciitir angry to be flaied 
011 {•> frivolous a demand, anfwtred, (hat lie might Tee what 
play was plaied upon every psfle. I try you mercy, faid 
tin- gentleman, I lookc you lor a pojle, you rode fo fad." 
Taylor's Werks, p. iB3. 

Ames, in bit Hijtotj of Printing, p. fays that James 

Roberts [who publilhed fume of our author's dramas] printed 
bills fir Ihe playn. 

It appears from the following emry on the Stationers' 
bonks that even the right of printing play-bills was at one 
time made a fubjefl of monopoly : 

•• OS. 1S87. John Cbfrlewoode-1 Lycenfcd to him by 
the whole confent of the afiiHanti, the on/ye ympriiiting of 
all manner of billtl /or pUjm, Provided that if any trouble 
arife hercbyc, then Chr.ttr-.jeoJt 10 besre [he charges." 

* This practice did not commence fill the beginning of 
the prefent century. I have fcen a play-bill printed in the 
year 1C97. which otprclfed only the titles of the two pieces 
. that were to be exhibited, and tht time when they were 
to be reprefentcd. Notices of plays to be performed on .1 
future day, fimilar to tbofe now daily pt.hliflicd, firft ap- 
peared m the original edition of the Spelialnrs in 17 II. 
In thefe early tlnatrieal advertifemeuts our author is always 
llyled the immortal Shakfpeare. Hence Hope:" 

n Shakfpeare, whom you and every plaj~h<mfe bill 
it Style the divint, the matcklefs, what you will, — ." 
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The long and whimfical titles which are prefixed 
to the quarto copies of our author's plays, were 
tindoubtediy cither written by bookfcllers, or iran- 
fcribed from the play-bills of the time. 1 They were 
equally calculated to attract the notice of the idle 
gazer in the walks at Si. Paul's, or to draw a croud 
about fome vociferous Autolyccs, who perhaps was 
hired by the players thus 10 raife the expectations 
of the multitude. It is indeed abfurd to fuppofe, 
that the modeft Shaldpeare, who has more than 
once apologized Tor Ins untutored hnca, fliould in his 
manulcripts have cniitlcd any of his dramas mcfi 
excellent and pleafant performances. * 

7 Since the hrft edition of this tlTay I have found (hong 
rcafon lo believe [hit the former was the cafe. Nalhe in 
the fecond edition of his Supplication <o 'he Devil, 410. ]5gs. 
complains thai tlie printer had prefixed a pompom t! lie 10 
the iiril imprelfiou of his piiinTiMi i, (pnhliflied in the fame 
year,! which lie was much afhamed of, and rejected for 
one more Gmple. " Cut 0 if," lays be to his printer, "that 
lotift-tayld title, anil lei mtt not in the fore-front of my 
bookc make a iciiuin inoimicb.inks oration 10 the reader." 
The printer's title, with which Nafl.e was difpleafcd ii as 
followi : •-Pierce Penailtfe hit SitppHeathn to the Dhtll, 
Writing the iver-jpreadmg tf Vire end fippreffin of Virtue. 
Ple&ntfy interred with mrinili delight,, M d puhttUMj is- 
termixl with ctneeipted repmfet. Written by Thomas Nalhe, 
Gem. i5q2/' There is a ftrikin E rtfemblanee between this 
ami the titles- prefixed to fome of the copies of our author's 
plays, which are given .it lenfith in the next note. In the 
title-page of onr author's Merry Wive; „f l\'indfcr, 410. 1603. 
(fee the next note.] Sir HngA Is called .he Welch bugkt j 
a miHakc into which Slukfpcarc could not have fallen. 

Inllcad of the fuurious litle above R iven, .Nalhe in bit 
fecond edition, printed apparently under his own Infpec- 
tion, (hv Abel Jilfei, for ]t.!in Bulbie,) call! his book only 
— Fitric Pntnil, ijc til Sulcatum It liic Dhrll. 

* The titles of the following plays may ftrve to juftifjr 
what is here advanced : 
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h is iincciL-iin at what time the ufage of giving 
authors a benefit on the third day of [he exhibition 

" The mcjl melttal Hiflorie of the Merchant of Venice. 



laine his Servants, Written by Wiiliam Shakefpejie. 1600." 



" Mr. William Shak-fpearc his True Chronicle Hillorie 
of tlie Life and Dea[li of King Lf.ab and his three Daughters. 
Willi the unfortunate life of Edgar, Sonne and Heire to the 
Earle oi Glollcr, and hii fill Jen and afTumed humor of Ton 
oi bedlam : As it wa played before the Kings Majeflic 
at Whitehall upon S. Stephens Night In Chrilimas Holli- 
tlayes. By his Majtflles Servants playing ufually at the 
Globe on the Bank-fide. 1G08." 



" A mofi PUaftint and Excellent Conceited Comedte of 
Syr John FalfiaHe, and the Merry Wives of Windfbr. En. 
termhted with fnndrie variable and pleating Human of Sir 
Hunb, the Welch Knight, Jullice Shallow,, ar.d his wife 
coufin, Mr. Slender. Willi the S'a 1 vin s; Vaine of ancient 
Pifloll, and Corporal Nym. Ry William Shakcfpearc. As 
it hath been ilivcrs limes afled by the Right Honourable 
my Lord Ghaniberlaines Servants ; both before hei Majellie 
and elfe where. 1C02." 



" The Hillory of HenrJc the Fourth; With the Battel 
at Shrewfburie, between* the King and Lord Hcnric Percy, 
furnamed Henry Hot-fpur of the North. With the humor- 
ous conceits of Sir John FalflaHc. Newly torrefied by 



" The Tragedie of King Richard The Third. Contain- 
ing his treacherous Plots agamic his brother Clarence 1 The 
pitiful Murther of his innocent Nephews : his tiranous ufur- 
piition : with the whole courfe of his defeflcd Life, and 
mofl,defcrved Death. As It hath been lately acted by the 
Richt Honourable the Lord Cliamberlainc his Servants. 
By William Shakefpearr. 1S97." 



With the c-trcjm- 
tbc fayd Mtrchaol 



of ShylocU the Jcwc towards 
ing a juli pound of his Piefh, 
iy the choyfe of three cjfiiets. 
ncs afled by the Lord Chamber-? 
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of their piece, commenced. Mr. OLdys, in one 
of his manufcripts, intimates that dramatick poets 
had anciently their benefit on the firlt day that a 
new play was reprcfemed ; a regulation which 
would have been very favourable to Tome of the 
ephemeral prodnaions of modern times. I have 
found no authority which proves this to have been 
the cafe in the time of Shakfpeare ; but at the 'be- 
ginning of the pre fen t century it appears to have 
been cuftomary in Lent for the players of the theatre 
in Drury-lane to divide the profits of the iirft re- 
picfentation of a new play among them.* 

From D'Avenam, indeed, we learn, that in the 
latter part of the reign of Queen Elizabeth, the 
poet had his benefit on the iccond da*y. * As it was 
a general praflicc, in the time of Shakfpeaie. to 
fell the copy of the play to the theatre, I imagine, 
in fuch cafes, an author derived no other advantage 
from his piece, than what arofe from the fale of it. 
Sometimes, however, he found it. more beneficial 
to retain the copy-light in his own hands; and 

" Tim late and <nud-admhei! Play, called Pericles Prince 
of Tyre. With the true Relation ofthewhole HMorle, ad- 
ventures, and fortune!, o{ the fald Prince : As alfo, the no 
left flrange and worthy accidents in the Birth and Life 
of Ins Daughter Mariana. As it hath hecu divers and fundry 
limes ailed by his Majcfties Servants at the Globe on the 
Bank-fide. By Willhm Shaktlpeare. 1609." 

» Gildon's Cimpariftm between the Stages, ljot. p. 9. 
■ See The PUj-Houfe to be Let: 

it Player. There ii an old tradition, 

uThat in the times of mighty Tamburlmc, 
11 Of conjuring l'aujius and the Bea'iehamj,, bold, 
■■ Von poets us'd to have the jecsnd day ; 
11 This fhall be ours, fir, and to-morrow yours. 
• ii Foci, I'll tak« my venture ; 'tis agreed.'^ 
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when he did fo, I fuppofe he had a benefit. It is 
certain thai the giving authors the profits of the 
third exhibition of their play, which fcerris to have 
been the ufual mode during a great part of the lad 
century, was an elhibliflied cuftom in the year 161 2, 
for Decker, in the prologue to one of his come- 
dies, printed in that year, fpcaks of the poet's 
third day. 1 

Tlie unfortunate Otway had no more than one 
benefit on the production of a new play ; and this 
too, it Fccms, he was fomctimes forced to.mort- 



' ii It ij not praife is fought for now, hut pence, 
it Though (Irnjip'd from grealy-aprori'd audience. 
U Clapp'd may lie be Willi thunder, thai plucks bays 
u Willi fuel ■ foul hands, and will) (quint eyes doth gate 
it On Pallas' fhitld, not caring, To he gain's 
ii A cram'd Air I i<v,, wlui lilili drops from his trains! " 
Prologue to Ijlha be not a goad PUj, the Dn il's ta't, 1618. 
Yet the following ]uli,ii;ei intimate, that the poet at a fub- 
fequent period li.iii tome iniercll in <\icjecoud day's exhibition: 
.«■' Whether their fold fc.enes be diilik'd or hit, 
ii Are cares for them who eat by the llage and wit ; 
ii He's one whofe unhought miife did never fear 
•i An empty Jttend day, or a ihin (liare." 

ProloRue to The Cily Mulch, a comedy, by J. Mayne, 
afled at fclackfriars in 16%. 
So, in the prologue to The Softy, 'by Sir John Denham, 
ailed at Blackfriirs in 164a: 

ii Gentlemen, if you diflike the play, 

11 Pray make no words on't till the ficond day 

ii Or third be pad; for we would have you know it, 

1 1 The lofs will fail on ui, not on the poet, 

11 For he writes not for money " 

In other cafes, then, it may be prefumed, the lofs, either, 
of the ftctad or tlirJ day, did affect the author. 

Since the above was written, I have learned from Sir Henry 
Herbert's office-book, that between the year iGa5 and 1G41. 
benefits were on the feconil day of rcprefcuKtiou. 
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gage, before the piece was a£ted. * Southemc was 
ilit: firft drama tkk writer who obtained the ettolu- 1 
mcnts ariSng from two -reprefentations ; * and to 
Farquhar, in the year 1700. the benefit of a third 
was granted;* but this appears to have been a 
particular favour to that gentleman; for for feverat 
years afterwards dramatickpoctshad only the benefit 
of the third and fixth perlotmancc. 7 



Epilogue i<> Cam Merita, 1680. 
1 " I mtift make my boafl, though with llicnmil idnou'- 
ledging rifpefl, of iht fevoura of the fair fcx — in fo vifibly 
promoting tm ■ interrft 011 [hole iUvs chicily, [ilie f,'<ir<f and 
ihc fit.th,} when I had the lendcreft relation to the welfare 
of my play." 

Sou theme 1 J Dedication of Sir Anlmy Lout, .1 comedy, iCgi. 
Hence Pope ! 

(i May Tom, whom heaven fent down to raife 
■ 1 The piite of prologue* and of jiliys," Sec. 
It fhould ficem, however, 10 l.ave been fonic lime before 
tills culiom was uniformly tnablifhed; for the author of Tin 
Treacherous Brothers, afled in 1696. had only one benefit : 
■1 See't but three days, and (ill the houfc, the UJ, 
u He Ihall not trouble yon again in hade. " Epilogue, 
f' On the rcprefentation of The Cor.Jlaut Couple, w inch was 
performed fiTly-tliree times in the year 1700. Farquhar, ou 
account of . the inordinary fucccTs of that play, is faid by 
one of his biocraphcrs, to havebcen allowed by the managers, 
the profits of /W reprefentations. 

? <t Let tills play live; then we Hand bravely fist; 
11 But let none come hia third dav, nor the fixth. " 

Epilogue to The IJland trmcefs, ljol. 
ii But mould this fail, at lealt our author prays, 
11 A truce may be concluded farjix days. " 

Epilogue to The Ptrpltx'd Levtts, 1713. 
In the preface to The Htmottft of the Arm}, printed in the 
fallowing year, the author fays, " It would be impertinent 
to go about to jullify the play, becaufe a prodigious full third 
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The.'profit of three reprefentations did not be- 
come die eftabliihed right of authors till after the 
year 1750. ■ 

To the honour of Mr. Acldifon, it fhould be 
remembered, that he firft difcontinucd the ancient, 
but humiliating, practice of diftribttting tickets, 
and foliciung company to attend at the theatre, 011 
the poet's nights. * 

When an author fold his piece to the fharers ot 
proprietors of a theatre, it could not be performed 
by any other company, * and remained for feveral 

night and a very good fulls arc prevailing arguments in iu 

bejwlf.'' 

* Gibber in bis Dedication 10 Ximena or tht Heraick 
Daughter, primed in 1719. tilks of bad plays lingering through 
fix nights. At lliat time therefore potts certainly had but 
two benefits. 

* Southernc, by tins practice, is faid to have gained feven 
hundred pounds by one play. 

1 " Whereas William lticflon, genl. governor of the king! 
and queeues young company of plajcri at the Cockpit irt 
Drury Lane, has represented unto Ins ma jelly, "hat the 
feverall playrs hereafter mentioned, viz.. Wit Mikavt Mont) i 
TlieXight-Watkees: The Knight ,ft',e li-.rv.ing Pefllt : Fa/hen 
tmntScnnt: Cupids Rtvengt : Tht Bondman: Tht Renegade: 
Anew Wttjte pa. Debts: Tht great Dtttc of Fhr Unit : The Maid 
efJitmtun ThtTtajln: Tit Example 1 The Young Admiral t 
Tie Opportunity: AwittyfajrtOnei Leva Cruelty t TktWtddng; 
Tin Maids Revenge: The lady if Flcafurc : The Schoole of Com- 
plement : The grateful Servant : The Coronaiion : Hide Parte .- 
Philip Chabot, Admiral of France: A Mad Couple well met : All's 
Iff! by Luji: The Changeling: A fayrt Qjtarrel : The Spanijh 
Gipfie: Tbl World: Tit Stunts Darling: lovei Sacrifice : Til 
pityfi.e's a Whore : George a Gretnt I Laves Mjflrefs : The Curt, 
ning Levers : The Rape of l.ucrtct ■ A Trie* It cheat the Dwell : 
AF<,oltaidherl.U ) de,ihradfi-,net«utii: Kingjohn and Matilda: 
A City Wight-cap : The Moody Banquet : Cupids Revenge : Tht 
conceited Duke : and Apples and Virginia, doe all and every of 
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years unpiibliflied ; *, when that was not the 

.1 them properly and of tight bcjone'io tilt fayd houfc, and 
coilfeqncnlly that they are all in UU propriety. And 10 the 
end ilia! any oilier companies of aflors in or about London 
Dull not prefume 10 art any cf llum to (lie prejudice oF h'm 
ihe fayd Willi J tn CieRon and Lis company, his majefly hath 
Ggnified hii royal P'"fure unto met, thereby^reenjiring met 



all mailers and govern our a ofplayhouTca, and all oilicrs whom 

lli™ ydVilliani Bieflun in the' prcmifes, as they tender his' 
maieflies difpical'ure, and will ani'wer the contempt. Given, 
fee'. Aiif>, 10. l63r, " MS. in the Lord Chamberlain's office, 
entitled in the margin, CockpiU plajti ap^toptied, 

' Sometimes, However, an author, jfur having fold hit 
piece to the theatre, either publifhcd , it, or f-jircrcd it to be 
printed; but this appears to have been conGdered as diiboncll. 
See the preface .0 Hey wood's Rife oflturtcc, [658: "I had 
Mthcrfubfcrlbe in that to their weak cenfnte, than, by recking 
to avoid the itii|im;.iioii of weaknefs, lo incur a ureal fiifpidnn 
of honeftv; fir ihoueh Tom. have tiled a aW/tfnle of their ■ 
labours, HiM to t!ic ftajfB, ami jft" lo the preffe, " ecr. 

How careful the proprietors were lo guard aga'iitfl the 
publication of the play- whtt h tliey had purehafed, appears 
from the following admonition, ilircfled to the Stationer,' 
Company in the year 1637. by Philip carl of PcinbroWe am! 
Montgomery, then Lord Chamberlain. . 

" After my hearty commendation!. — Whereas complaint 
was heretofore prefented to my de.,r brother and predeeef- 
for, by his majellics ftrvants, the players, thai feme of the 

jnd prmted, P di"VriV of their books t/comedyM and tral 
geilycs, chronicle hifloryes, and the like, which they hail 
(for thefpecial fervite of his raajeflye and for their own 
ufe| bough) and provided at very. dear and high rate), fly 
means whereof, not only they thcmfelvri had much pre- 
judice, but the books much corruption, to the injury and 
difyrace of the authors. And thereupon the mailer and 
Warden! of the company of printers and Ibuioncrl were 
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cafe, he printed it For fale, to which many fcem to 

advifed by my brother 10 nice notice thereof, and to take 
order for die fUy of any further imprelfion of any of the 
pi aye) or interludes of hia msjenies fervants without their 
coufcnti; which being a caution given with fucli refpefl, 
and grounded on fuch weighty rcafans, both foe hia ma- 
jeures fervice and the particular intcrcft of t!te players, 
and fse aerecable to common |ufticc and that indifferent 
incafure which every man would look far in hi! own parti- 
cular, it might have been prcfumed that they would have 
needed no further order or direction in the bulinefi, not- 
withstanding which, I am informed that fome topics of 
playei belonging to the king and queents fervants, the 
playcrj, and pur chafed by. them at dear rales, having been 
lately Jtolten or gotten from them by indirect means, are 
now attempted to be printed, and that fome of then are 
at the prefs, and ready to he printed; which, if it mould 
be differed, would directly tend [o their apparent detriment 
and prcat prejudice, and to the difenabling them to do their 
majclticj fervice : for prevention and redreffe whereof, it 
U defired that order he given and entered by the miller 
and wardens of the company if printers and Hationeis, 
that if any playes he already entered, or (ball hereafter he 
brought unto the hall to be cnlcrcd for printing, that 
notice thereof be given to the king and quecnes fervants, 
ihc players, and an enquiry made of them to whom they 
do belongs and that none bee fullered to be printed uniill 
the alfent of their majeures' faid fervants be made appeae 
lo the Maflcr and Wardens :>f the company of printen 
and llationeri, by fome certificate in writing under the 
hands of John Lowen, and Jofeph Taylor, for the kingt 
fervants, and of Chriftopher Bccfton for the king andqucenei 
young company, or of Inch other perfous as Hiall from 
time to time have the direSion of thefe companies ■, which 
is a courfc that can be hurtful 1 unto none but fuch ai are 
about unjullly to pcravayle ihemfclves of others' goods, 
without refpea of order or gnod governemcnt ; which I 
am confident you will he careful to avovd, and therefore 
I recommend it to your fpeci.d care. And if you (hall 
have need of any further authority or power either from 
his majefiye or the couilfcll-lable, the better to enable you 

Vol. III. N 
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have been induced from an apprehenfion that an 
imperfect copy might be iffued from the prefs 
without their content. * The cuftomary price of 
the copy of a play, in the time of Shaklpeavc, 
appeais to have been twenty nobles, or fix pounds 
thirteen ill U lings ami four-pence. 1 The play when 

in the execution thereof, upon notice given to mtt ^cither 
hy youifelvcj or die players, I will endeavour lo apply 
that farther remedy thereto, which (hall be requifile. Au'd 
foe I bldd you very heartily farewell, and reft 
" Your very loving friend, 
•• June 10. l63 7 . P. and M. 

" To the Mafler and Wardens of the Company of Printers 

* " One only thing affecls me ; to think, that fcenes 
invented merely to be fpoken, mould be infcrclvely pub- 
lilhcd to be read ; and thai the Ieafl hurl I can receive, 
is, lo do myfeir the wrong. But Cnce others otlierwife 

cepted: I have therefore myfelf fct forth this comedlr." 
Mir ft on' I pref. to The Malcetmttnt, 1604. 

1 See The Defence of Ctntfcali king, i5gs. " Mailer R. G. 
[Robert Greene] would it net mate you hlufh — if yoa 
fold Orlando Furiofo to the qiicenes players for lu-tnlj nobles, 
and when they were in the country, fold llip fame play to 
Lord Admirals men, for as much more ? Was not this plain 
coneveatching, M. G. ?" 

Oldys, in one of his manufcriprs, fays, that Shakfpcare 
received but five pounds for his Hamlel ; whether from the 
players who firll acted it, or the printer or bookfeller who 
firft publithed it, is not dUlmguifin-d. I do not believe he 
had any good authority for this afferllon. 

In the latter end of the tail century, it fhould feem, an 
author did not ufually receive more from his bookfeller 
for a dramatick performance than 2ol. or sSI. for, Dryden 
in a letter to his fon, written about the year 169S. men- 
tions, that the whole emoluments which he espefled from 
a new play that he was about to produce, would not ex- 
ceed one hundred pounds. Otway and Lee got but that 
fum by Vatic* Preftrved, The Orphan, Thcedofus, and Aim- 
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printed was fold ior fixpence; 6 arid the ofual pre-. 

andtr the Oresti as Gildon, their contemporary, inFormt, 
us. The profits of the third night wirt probably fe verity 
pounds ; the dedication produced cither five or ten guineas, 
according to the munificence of the patron; and the rcil 
arofc from the faic of the copy. 

South erne, however, in conference of [lie extraordinary 
fuccefs of his Fatal Mariiage in 1694. fold the copy of 
tliat piece for thirly-Ci pounds, as appears from a letter 
■ ■which has bctn kindly communicated to ffle by my friend, 
the Right Honourable Mr. Windham, and which, as It con- 
tains tome new flage anecdotes, I lhall print entire. This 
letter has been lately found by Mr. Windham among his 
lather's papers, at Felbiigge, in Norfolk; but, the fignatnre 
being wanting, by whom it was written has not been 

" Dear Sir, London, March the 33. lGo.3-4. 

" 1 received but to days fince the favour of your obliging 
letter, dated January the lad, for which I return you a 
thonfand thanks. I wifh my ftribhling could be diverting 
to yon, I (hould oft ner trouble you with my letters ; hut 
there is hardly any thing now to mate it acceptable to 
you, but an account of our winter divcrfions, and chicflv 
of the new plays which have been the entertainment of 
the town. 

" The (irll that was aded was Mr. Congrcvc's, called 
The Double Dialer. It has fared with that play, as it ge- 
nerally does with hcautiej ollkiouily cried up; the mighty 
expectation which was railed of it made it link, even be- 
neath its own merit. The charaacr of The Deubli Dealer 
is artfully writt, but the action being but finglc, and con- 
fined within the rules of true comedy, it could not pleafe 
the generality of our audience, who reliih nothing but 
variety, and 'think any thing dull and heavy which docs 
not border upon farce. — The criticks were feverc upon 
tins play, which gave the author oeeafiou to laih 'em in 
liis Epiftlc Dedicatory, in fo defying or hectoring a liylc, 
that it was counted rude even by his befl friends ; fo that 
'tis generally thought he has done his buCnefs, and loft 
himfclf : a thing he owes to Mr. Dryden's treacherous fiicntt- 
fhip, who, being jealous of the applaufc he had gou by 
N 2 



jSo historical account 

lent from a patron, in return for a dedication, was 
forty (hillings. ' ' 

his Old Batchthur, deluded him into a foolilh imitation oE 
liis own way oE writing augrv prefaces. 

" The ad play is Mr. Dry den's, called Love Triumphs?.!, 
cr Natttrt will prevail. It is a tragi-comcdy, but in ray opinion 
one of the worll be ever writt, if not the very ivorlli the 
comical part dcEccnds beneath [he fly I e andlhew of a Bartho- 
lomew-fair droll. It was damn'd by the universal cry of the 
town, netnint nntradictnte, hut the conceited poet. He fays, 
in his prologue, that this is the lall the town mull expect from 
him: he had done himfcll "a kindnds had be taken his leave 
before. 

» The 3d is Mr. Southern's, calld The Fat il Marriage, cr 
the ftm'tcent Adultery, It is not only the belt that author ever 
mitt, but is generally admired Eor one oE the greaicft orna- 
ments oEtlic Hage, and the mod entertaining play has appeared 
upon it thefe 7 years. The plot is taken from Mrs. Behn's 
novel, calld The Unhappy Vow-Breaker. I never few Mrs. 
Barry aft with fo much paflion as the does in it; 1 could not 
forhcar being moved even to tears 10 Eee her ac>. Never was 
poet better rewarded or incouraged by ihe town ; for befides 
an extraordinary full houfe, which brought him about 140I. 
5o noblemen, among whom my lord WinchelEea was one, 
gave him guineas apiece, and the printer 36J. Eor his copy. 

" This kind ufagc will encourage defponiiing minor poets, 
and vex huffing Dry den and Goucrevc to madnefs. 

" We liadauother new play yelierday, called The Ambitiotit 
Slave, or a generoui Revenge. Elkanah Settle is the author oF 
it, and the fuccefs is anfwcrahlc 10 his reputation. I never 
faw a piece fo wretched, nor worEe contrived. He pretends 
'lis a 1'crfiau llory, but not one body in the whole audience 
could make any thing of it; 'til a mere babel, and will fink 
Eor ever. The poor poet, Eccing the houfe would not act it 
Eor him, and give him ilic benefit oE the third day, made a 
pre f cm of it to Hit women in the houfe, who aft it, but without 



In 1707 the common price of the copy-right of a play was 
fifty pounds ; though in that year Lin tut the bookfeller gave 
Edmund Smith finy guineas for his P/nedra and Hipptljtas. 
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On die fit fl day of exhibiting a neiv play, the 
prices of admifiioii appear to have been raifed, 1 

In I7l5. Sir Richard Steele fold Mr. Addifon's comedy, 
called The Srammcr, to J. Toulon fur fifty pounds: and iu 
1721. Dr. Young received the fame price for his tragedy of 
The lifcengc. Two years before, however, (1719! Southcrne, 
wlio feems to have under Itood author-craft better than any of hij 
contemporaries, fold \i\s Spat inn Dame for the extraordinary fum 
of I SOt. ; and in 17 sG Lintot paid the celebrated plagiary, James 
Moore Smyth, one hundred guineas for a comedy entitled 
The Rival Modes. From that time, this appears to have been 
thccuilomary price for fcve.al years ; but of late, [though 
rarely) otic hundred and fitiy pounds have been given for a 
new play. The fine ft tragic!; poet of the prefent age, Mt. 
JephsO^; received that price for two of hisadmirablc tragedies. 

ft See the preface to the quarto edition of Troilus and 
Cieffida, 160Q: " Had I lime, I would comment upon it, 
though it needs not, for i'o much as will make you think 
your tejierae well beflowed, but for lb much worth as even 
poor 1 know to be ftuft in it, " fee. 

See alfo the preface to Randolph's JWom Levers, a eomedv, 
l63e ; " Courteous reader, 1 beg thy pardon, if [ put thee 
to the cxpence of a fu.p:ncc, and the lofs of half an hour. " 

7 " I did determine not to have dedicated my play to any 
body, becaufe /„rl> ■ Jhillings I care not for; and above, few 
oruotie will bellow on thefe matters." Dedication to^ Woman's 
a Weathercock, a comedy, by N. Field, ]6l!. 

See alfo the Author's Epifile popular, prefixed to Cynthia's 
lUvinge, lCt3 i "Thus do our pie-bald natural ills depend 
upon poor wages, gape after the drunken barveft of forty 
Jhiltinp, and thame the worthy bentfatlcrs of Helicon." 

Soouaflcrthe Revolution, five, and fometimes ten, guineas 
feems 10 have been Uie cuftomary prefent on thefe occafious. 
In the time of George the Firft, it appears from one of Swift's 
Letters that twenty guineas were ufually prefented to an 
author for this piece of flattery. 

* This may be collected from the following verfes by 
J. Mayne, to the memory of Bcnjonfon : 

K He that writes well, writes quick, fince the rule's true, 
(i Nothing is (lowly done, that's always new ; 

N 3 
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fome times to double, fomctitnes to treble, prices;* 
and this fcems to have been occasionally prarflifed 
on the benefit-nights of authors, and on the rcprc- 
fen ration of cxpenfive plays, to the year i 716 in the 
prefent century. 

Drama tick poets in ancient times, as at prefent, 
were admitted gratis into the theatre.' 



n thy Fax bad l< 

MjSQl, but 



acled been. 



11 Each « 

* Sec the lall line of the Prologue to tuntridgt Wtils, 
1672. quoted in p. in3. n. 9. 

- Do woes, fpeakidg of The Squirt of Aijtlia, ailed in 
1688. fays, " the poet received lor hi) third day iu the 
houfe in Dniry Lane at finglc prices, t3ol. which was the 
Ercatcfl .receipt [bey ever bad hi Jingle .prices" Hence It 
appears that the prices were (bine time J railed ; and after 
tbe Reiteration die additional prices Mere, 1 believe, de- 
manded during what ii called in the language of the theatre 
piece. At lei ft tills was the cafe iu 
See the Epilogue to Hecuba, a [ra- 
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I mull, 

l< Though it be a player's vice lo be uojutt 
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It appears from Sir Henry Herbert's Office-book 
that the king's company between the years 1622, 
and 1641 produced cither at Blackfriars or tlie 
Globe at icaft four new plays every year. Every 
play, before it was represented on the ftage, was ' 
licenfed by the Matter of the Revels, for which he 
received in the time of Queen Elizabeth but a 
noble, though at a fubfequciu period the Hated fee 
on this OCcafion rofe to two pounds. > 

Neither Queen Eliiabcth, nor King James the 
Firft, nor Charles the Firft, I believe, ever went 
to thcpublick theatre; but they frequently ordered 
plays to be performed at court, which were repre- 
sented in the royal theatre called the Cockpit, in 
Whitehall: and the aclors of the king's company 
were fometiines commanded to attend his majefty 
in his funimei's progrels, to perform before him in 
the country. * Queen Henrietta Maria, however, 

11 To veife not yielding coyne, let player* know, 
.< They cannot recompence your labour, though 
u They R race you with a ehayre upon the tlage, 
tl And lake no men,; of pu nor jour pep." 
So, In The PUj-henJe U bt let, by Sir W. D'Avenant: 
■ 1 11 Peel. Do you fct up foryourfelves, and profefs wit, 
Withont help of your authors ? Take heed, urs, 
11 You'll get few cullomers. 

II HvufelliptT. Yes, we (hall have the peels. ' 
it Poet. 'Tis becr.:if; ih, \ / ay mthiiu f " their entrance." 
- • "Whereas William Pen, Thomas Hobbes, William 
Trigg, William Patrick, Richard Baxter, Alexander Gough, 
William Harl, and Richard Hawley, together with ten more 
or thereabouts of their fellows, bis majeliles comedians, 
and of the regular company of players in the Blackfryers, 
London, arc commaunded to attend his majellie, and be 
nii;h about the court this fumrncr progrefs, in readinefs, 
when they (hall be called upon to acl before his majefiie : 
for the better enabling and encouraging them ^'hereunto, 

N_4 
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went fomctimcs to the publick theatre at Black - 

hU majefly is gtacionfiy ple»f«d that they (hall, ai well 
before lii> mate (lies fctiiuR forth on hii miiinc progrefle, a* 
in alt i!ut lime, aud alter, 111 I they (hall have occalion 
to rcttirue homewards, have all frccdome aud liberty lo 
rcpayrc unio all towns corporate, m create townes; and oilier, 
where they lhall thinkc Ittr, and there in thtir comrnori 
halls, mootthalli, fchool-houfcs or other convenient roomes, 
act pluyei, comcdvis, and interludes, without any lett, 
hindrance, or moldhtion whatfoever, (behaving thcmfelve* 
dvilly). And herein It is hU roajellies pleafure, aud he 
does expect, that in all places where they come, they be 
treated and enterlayned with fuch due refpeit and courtefie 
as may become his majellies loyal and loving fubjeers to- 
wards bis lervants. In Icltimony whereof I have hereunto 
let my haud and feale at arms. Dated at Whitehall, the 
17th of May, i636. 

» 7* all M V m, fee. , P. and M." 

MS. in the Lord Chamberlain's office. 

This is entitled in the margin — A PUjit'i Pajt. 

William Hart, whole name occurs in the foregoing lift, 
and who 1111 doubted I y was the eldcft fon of Joan Hart, 
our poet's Gftrr, is mentioned in another warrant, with ten 
others, as a dtpenianl on the players, — " employed by his 
Majefties fervants of the Blackfrycrs, and offpecialufe unto 
tbcm, both on the flage and Olherwife." 

This paper having eftaped my memory, when a former 
part of this work was printing,* I fuggelted that Mhhail 
Hart, our poet's youngclt nephew, was probably the father 
of Charles Hart, the celebrated tragedian; hut without 
doubt his father was William, (the elder brother of Michael,; 
who, we find, fettled in London, and was mi actor. It is 
highly probable that he left Stratford before his uncle 
Shatfpearc's death, at whicb time he was uxtccn years 
old ; and in coufequcnee of that connexion found an cafy 
introduction to the ibgc. He probably marcied in the year 
lGaS. and his fan Charles was, I fuppofe born in l6iS. 
Before the acceffion of Chatles the PlrB, the chriftian name 

• Sec Vol. I. F, I. p,i6a, n.8. and p. 179. n. 1. of Mr. Milone'ji 
edition. 
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fiiars. l I fin J from the Council-books that in the 
time of Elizabeth ten pounds wis the payment for 
a play performed before her ; that is, twenty nobles, 
or fix pounds, thirteen millings, and four-pence, 
as the regular and Elated fee; and three pounds, Gs 
fliillings, and eight-pence, by way of bounty or 
reward. The lamcfum, as 1 ieam from the raanu- 
fcript notes of lord Stanhope, Treafurcr of the 
Chamber to King James the Firft, continued to be 
paid during his reign: and this was die Hated pay- 
■ mem during the reign of his fucceiTor alfo. Plays 
at court were ufually pcrlormcd at night, by which 
means they did not interfere with the regular exhi- 
bition at the publick theatres, which was early in 
the afternoon ; and thus the royal bounty was for 
fo much a clear profit to the company: but when 
a play was commanded to be performed at any of 
the royal palaces in the neighbourhood of London, 
by which the actors were prevented from deriving 
any profit from a public k exhibition on the fame 
day, the fee, as appears from a manulcript in the 
Lord Chambcrlain"s office, was, in the year i63o. 

ofClnrlcs was fo uncommon, ihat it fcarcely ewer occurs 
in our early parifh-rcgillers. Chailea H.trt was a. -lieutenant 
umicr Sir Thomas Daliiion in Pducc Rupert's regiment, 
and fought at the battle of Eu^chill, at which time, accord- 
ing to my fuppofiiion, he was but fcvcntccn years old ■, 
but filth early exertions were not at that time uncommon. 
William Han, who has given occalion to the prefent note, 
died in i63g. and was buried at his native town oi Stratford 
on the sSlh of March in that year. 

< » The i3 May, 1634. ilic C.l.iecnc was at Blackfryers, 
to fee Mcuengers play e." — The play which her majclty 
honoured with her prcfence was Thi Tragd, of Cltandcr, 
ivhich had been produced on the 71I1 of ihe fame month, 
and is now loli, with many oilier pieces of the fame writer* 
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and probably in Sliakfpcare's time alfo, twenty 
pounds; 1 and this circuniUaiice I formerly ftatcd, 
as ftroaigly indicating that the fum lad mentioned 
was a very confidcrablc produce on any one repre- 
femation at the Blackfriars or Globe playboufe. 
The office-book which I have lb often quoted, has 
fully confirmed my conjecture. 

The cuftoin of parting a final cenfure on plays at 
their firft exhibition, 7 is as ancient as the time of 

s " Whereas fiy virtue of his roajclties letters patent, 
bearing date the ltithofjune, l6s5. made and graumcd in 
continuation ofdivcife warrants and privy lealei unto you 
formerly directed in the lime of our laic fovcraigtic King 

payment for piayes ifled before his mnjefly and tlie quecne. 
Tlicis are to pray and require yon, out of his majeflies 
trcifnre in your charge, to pay or eaufc to be payed unto 
J^hn Lowing, in the behalfe of hiinfclle and the rell of [be 
company his nujefties players, the fum of two hundred 
and Gxly pounds; that is to fay, twrnlj pounds apiece for 
four piayes ailed at Hampton Court, in rcfpecl and couG- 
deration of the ttavaitc and exjiencc of the whole coin-' 
pany in dyet and lodging during ilie time of their attendance 
there; and tbe like fomrne of Iwenl; poundi for one other 
play which was aiiled in ilie lUytimc at Whitehall, by mcanes 
whereof the players' lot! the benefit of their houfe for thai 
day ; and leu pounds apiece for listeeu other piayes ailed 
before Ills majefly at Whitehall : amounting in all unto the 
fum of two hundred and lirty pounds for one and twenty 
piayes his majellies fervaunts ailed before his majeftie and 
the cjiieene at fevcrall times, between the 3oth of Sept. and 
aid of Fib. lalt pall. As it may appeare by the annexed 
fchedulc. 

" And theis, 8cc. March 17. l63o-I." 

MS. in the Lord Chamberlain's office. 

T The cullom of exprcHjng difapprobatioti of a play, 
anil interrupting the drama, by the noife of calculi, or at 
lea II by Imitating the tonef of a cat, is probably as ancient as 
Shakfpearc's time ; for Decker in hi) Cull Horncfaok, coun- 
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our author; for no lefs than three plays 8 of his 
rival, Ben J on fon, appear to have been defervedly 
damned ; 9 and Fletcher's Faithful Shcphcrdcfs, 1 and 

fell the gallant, if lie withes lo difgrace the poet, " to w*(u 
at ike children'* aflion, lo whillle at the fongs, and ™«j 
at the piQjonatc fpecches." See slfo tlie initinfiion lo The 
Jjlc of Culls, a comedy, i6o(i. " Either fee it all or none; 
for 'lis grown into a cuftom at plays, if any one rife, (cfpe- 
cially of any faihionabtc fort,) about what feiiouj bufincfs 
Yocver, the tell, thinking it in diflike of the play, (though 
lie never thinks it,} ciy — 'meut, — byjefus, vile,' — and 
leave the poor hiartlcfs children to fpeak their epilogue to 
the empty feats." 

*' Stjamu, Catiline, and 77« ,\'ew Inn. Of the two for- 
mer, Jonfon's Choji is tlius made to fpeak in an epilogue 
10 Evny Mat, in hi; Humour, written by Lord Buckhurft, 
about the middle of the laft tcntury : 

(I Hold, and give way, for I mvfelf will fpeak: 
(I Can you encourage lo much in'folcncr, 
K And add new faults hill to the great offence 
,1 Yonr anccflors fo rafhly did commit, 
„ Agaiuft the mighty powers of art and wit, 
t. When they condemn^ thi.fc noble- work, of mine, 
i< Stjanui, and my bcfl-lov'd Cv.Uhc?" 
The title-page of The JV'eai /an, Is a iuHic ient proof of its 
condemnation. Another piece of this writer does not fecm 
\o have met with a very favourable reception; for Mr. 
Drummoud of Hawtliiirnilcn i Joitfun'- itiend ) informs us, 
thai " when the play of TKe Silent Woman wji firfl afled, 
there were found vetfes, after, on the lia^c, agaiiifl him, 
[the author,] concluding, that that play was well named 
The Silent Woman, becatife there was never one man to 
fjy ptauditi to it." Drummond's Works, fol. p. attj. 

9 The term, as Well as the practice, is ancient. Sec the 
epilogue to The Unfortunate Lovers, by Sir W. D'Avtnaut, 
1643. 

tl will never wifh L fee us thrive, 

u If by an humble epilogue ue llrivc 

ii To couu from you that privilege to-day, 

a Which you fo long have had, to r/jinn a pla}."\ 
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The Knight of the burning Ptjllc, written by him and 
Beaumont, underwent the fame Tate. 3 

It is not eafy to afcertain what were the emolu- 
ments of a fuccefsful actor in the time of Shakfpcare. 
They had not then annual benefits, as atprefent. * 
The clear emoluments of the theatre, after deduct- 
ing die nightly expences for lights, men occafionally 
hired for the evening, Sec. which in Shakfpearc's 
houfe was but forty-five millings, were divided into 
Hiares, of which part belonged to the proprietors, 
who were called houfekcepers, and the remainder 
was divided among the actors, according to their 
rank and merit. I fufpect that the whole clear 
receipt was divided into forty fhares, of which 

• See inp.uS. (n.3.}Vcrfes addrcucd to Fletcher on his 
NOfid Sktj.herdtf. 

1 See the epiftle prefixed to the firft edition of Tki Knight 
of the turning Pefiit, in l6i3. 

* Cibber fays in his Apology, p. g6. " Mrs. Barry was 
thefirll perfon whofe merit wu dminguiftied by the indul- 
gence of having an annual benefit-play, which was granted 
to her alone, if I miftake not, firft in Ring James's timej 
and which became not common to others, till the divifion 
of this company, after the death of King William's queen 
Mary." 

But in this as in many other fails he is inaccurate ; 
for it appears from an agreement entered into by Dr. D'Avc- 
nani, Charles Hart, Thomas Betterlon, and others, dated 
October 14. l68t. that the aflors had then benefits. By this 
agreement five iliillings, apiece, were to be paid to Hart 
and Kynafton the players, "for every day there ihall be 
any tragedies or comedies or other reprcfenta.lio.rli acted at 
the Duke's theatre in Salifbury-court, or wherever the com- 
pany Cial! aa, during the [efpediive lives of the faid Cltarle* 
Hart and Edward Kynafton, excepting the days the young men 
or young women play for iheir own profit only." Gildon's Life 
of Bettttm, p. 8. 
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perhaps the houfekecpers or proprietors had fif- 
teen, theaftors twenty-two, and three were devoted 
to the purchal'e of new plays, dreffes, &c. From 
Ben Jonfon's Pottnjler, it fhould feem that one of 
ihe performers had feven (hares and a half; f but 
of what integral fum is not mentioned. The pcr- 
fon alluded to, (if any perfon was alluded to, which 
is not certain,) muft, I think, have been a pro- 
prietor, as well as a principal ac"lor. Our poet in 
liis Hamlet fpeaks of a wkuic Jliarc, as no con- 
temptible emolument; and from the fame play we 
leam that fome of the performers had only half a 
fliare.* Others probably had ftiU lefs. 

» •• JWm. Fare thee well, my honeft penny-biter: com, 
mend me tojtvtajhans and a half, and remember to-morrow. — 
If you lack tfervici, you (hall play in my name, rafcals ; [allu- 
ding to the cullora of aflorj calling thcmfelvcj the /enroll 
of certain noblemen,] but you fhall buy your own cloth, 
and I'll have IwsjhtTn for my countenance." I'ettafltr, 160a. 

* "Would notthii, fir, and a foreft of feathers, (if the 
rell of my fortunes turn Turk with me,) with two Provcncial 
rofes on my raicd Ihoes, get me a fellowihip in a cry of 

P '" Hmr. Haifa lime. 

" Ham. A whole fhart, I." Hamlet, Ait III. fc. a. 
In a poem entitled I would and J weald nut. by B. N. 1614. 
the writer make! a player utter 0 wifh to poffefa five Jhares in. 
every play ; but 1 do not believe that any performer derived 
lb great an emolument from the llage, uulcfs he were alfo 
a proprietor. The fpeaker fectns to wifh for excellence 
that was never yet 'attained, ( to be able to aft every part 
that was ever written, j that he might g.iin an emolument 
JupctioT to any then acquired by the mod popular and 
fucccf.ful aflort 

» 1 would I were a player, and conld aft 
It As many partes a came upou a ftagc, 
(I And in my braine could make a full compafl 
it Of all that gifleth belwist youth aud agc> 
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It appears from a deed executed by Thomas 
Killigrcw and others, that in the year 1666. the 
whole profit aiifmg from acting plays, inafqucs, &c. 
at the king's theatre, was divided into twelve jharei 
and three quarters, ' of which Mr. Killigrew, the 

« That I might hivcfivtjhart, in every play, 
it And let them laudi that beat llie bell away." 
The aflors were treated with Ufa relpcft than at prefent, 

account of fiippofcd pcrfonalities ; Tor thefame author adds — 
And yel L would not; for then do 1 feare, 
u IF 1 fhould gall fomc goofi-cap with my fpecch, 
.1 Thai lie would frear, and fume, and chafe, and fwear, 

1. As if fane ilea had bithim by the breech 1 
it And in fomc paffion or drangc agonic 
it Difturb bulb mec and all the companic." • 
On fomc occaGous application wis made by individuals 
to tlie Malice of the Revels, to rc drain this licentioufutfj 
of llie flapc -, as appears from the following note: 

Oaob. iG33. Exception was u'wn by' Mi. Sewftci to 
the fecond part of The Chtf ShuJfUT, which gave 01c occaliott 
to (lay the play. u!l ihc ciiuip.inv ol .S-iliii-ury Court] had given 
him fa tlx racHsn 1 which was done the next da"y, and under 
his handc he did certifye mce that he wis fatisfyed." MS. 
Herbert. 

7 In an Indenture, tripartite, dated December 3t. lG(iC. 
(which I have fcen) between Thomas Killigrew and Henry 
Kjltigrew, his Ion and heir, of the lirft pan," Thomas Porter, 
Efq. of the fecond part, and Sir John Saycr and Dame GathJH 
rinc Saycr, his wife, of the third part, it is recited, (inter 
alia,) that the profits arifing by acting of plays, mifquei, 
tic. then performed by the company of ailors called the 
tin™ and queen's players, were by agreement among!) ihcm- 
fclves and Thomas Killigrcw, divided into lueti c JUrn and 
thitt ^uarttn, and that Thiima" Killii-rcw was to have two 
full (hares and three quarters. Anil by agreement between 
Henry and Thomas, Henry was to have four pounds per 
week, out of the two (hires of Thomas, except inch weeks 
when the players did not aft. 

In 16S2, when the two tompanics united, the profits oF 
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manager, had two ihares and three quarters; and 
if we may trull to the flatement in another very 
curious paper, inferted below, {which however was 
probably exaggerated,) each iliare produced, at the 
lowefl calculation, about a5ol. * pctzun.net; and 
the total clear profits confequemly were about 
S1&7I. 10s. od. 

Thcfc Ihatcs were then diftribtited among the 
proprietors of the theatre, who at that time were 
not aflors, the performers, and the drama tick 
poets, who were retained in the fcrvice of the 
theatre, and received 3 part of the annual produce 
as a compenlatioti for the jiieccs which they pro- 
duced.' 

acting, we arc told by Colley Cibber, were divided into 

and the oilier moiety to the attor^, in different^ diviG on i 

P ' P Wright fays hi Im Hijlorm Hijirionica that lie had been 
affured by an old aflor, iliai for fcvcral years next after 
the Reftoration every whole (barer iu Mr. Han's company, 
[thai is, t£e King's fervants,] gal lOOol. p IT aim. Bat his 
informer was undoubtedly niHhkeii, as is proved by the 
petition or memorial primed below, (fee n. 9.) and by Sir 
Henry Herbert's JUitement of Tliomai Killigrew's profiu. 
If every whole fharer had pod 1000]. ffr ann, then the annual 
receipt* mull have been liear i3oool. In 1743. after Mr. 
Garrick had appeared, ihe theatre of Drury-lane did not 
receive more than lSoool. per ann. 

9 Giidon in his Laiui «f Pcelrj. 8vo. 17HI. obferves, that 
" aficr the Rclloration, when the two houfes firuggled' for 
the favour of the town, the taking poets were feenred to 
either houfc by a fort of retaining fee, which fcldom or 
never amounted to more than forty millings a week, nor 
was that of any long continuance. " He appears to have 
under-rated their profits; but the fact to which he alludes 
is ineontellably proved by ihe following paper, which re- 
mained long in the handi of the Killigrew family, and is 
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In a paper delivered by Sir Henry Herbert to 
Lord Clarendon and the Lord Chamberlain, July 1 1. 

now in ilic poffeflion of Mr. Reed oF Staple-Inn, by whom 
it was obligingly communicated to me Conic yean ago. 
The fuperrcriptioti is loll, but it was probably addreffed 
to iht Lord Chamberlain, or the Kin", about the year 1678. 

Whereas upon Mr. Dryden'a binding himftlf to write 
three playes a yecre, lice the faid Mr. Dryden was admitted 
and continued as a (hater in the king's playhoufe for divcrfe 
years, and received for his^arc and a qvaritr three or four 
hundred pouuds, csmmunibm annis ; but though he received 
the moneys, we received not the playes, not one in a vearc. 
After which, the iioufe being burut, the company iu build- 
ing another, contracted S rcat debts, fo that iharcs fell much 
fhort of what they were formerly. Thereupon Mr. Drydcn 
complaining to the company of bis want of promt, the 
company was fo hind to him that they not ouly did not 
prefre him for the playes which lie i'a engaged to write 
lor them, and for which be was paid beforehand, but they 
did alfo at his earneft requell give him a third day for hia 
Jafl new play called All Jot Lovt ; and at the receipt of the 
money of the faid third day, he acknowledged it as 1 
guift, and a particular kindncflc of the company. Yet not- 
withflanding this kind proceeding, Mr. Dryden has now, 
jointly with Mr. Lee, (who was in penfion with us to the 
lall day of out playing, and fhall continue,) written a play 
tailed Qtdipia, and given it to the Duke's company, con- 
trary to his laid agreement, his promii'c, and all gratitude, 
to the great prejudice and alniofi undoing of the company, 
they being the only poets remaining to ui. Mr. Crowne, 
being under the like agreement with the duke's honfe, writt 
a play called The Dtjirullitn ofjtrufaltm, and being forced 
by their refufall of it, to bring it to us, the faid company 
compelled us, after the ftudying of it, and a van cxpence 
in feenes and cloatbes, to buy air their clayme, by paying 
all the penfion he had received from them, amounting to 
one hundred and twelve pounds paid by the king's com- 
pany, befides near forty pounds he the faid Mr. Crowne 
paid out of his owiic pocket. 

" Thefe things ennfidered, if not withdan ding Mr. Dryden'a 
faid agreement, promife, and moneys freely given him for 
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1 66a . which will he fonnd in a fubfequent page, 
he Hates the emolument which Mr. Thomas Killi- 
grew then derived {from his two fhares and three 
quarters,) at agl. 6s. od. per week f according to 
which flatemcnt each iliarc in the king's company 
produced but two hundred and ten pounds ten 
flu 1 lings a year. In Sir William D'Avenanfs com- 
pany, from the time their new theatre was opened 
in Portugal-row, near Lincoln's-Inn-Fields, (April 
1663.) die total receipt (after deducting the nightly 
charges of " men hirelings and other cuflomary 
expenccs,") was divided into fifteen fhares, of 
which it was agreed by articles prcvioully entered 
into,' that ten mould belong to D'Avenant; viz. 
two " towards the houfe-rent, buildings, fcaffold- 
ing, and making of frames for icenes; one for a 
provifion of habits, properties, and fecnes, for a 
fupplement of the faid theatre ; and fevcn to main- 

liis faid lalt new play, and ilie many titles wt have to 
his writings, this play be judged au ay from us, wemufl fubmit. 

Charles Killigrew. 
[Signed) Charlej Hart. 

Rich. Burt. 
Cardell Goodman. 
Mic. Moliun." 
It has been thought very extraordinary that Dryden 
(Lould cuter into a contract to prpduce three new play* 
every year; and undoubtedly thai any poet fhould formally 
Jtiptilate that his genius fhould be thus productive, ij extraor- 
dinary. But the exertion itfelf was in the laft age not 
uncommon. In ten years, from the death of Beaumont in 
l6i5 to the year l6a5. I have good rcafon to believe 
that Fletcher produced near thirty plays. Madinger between 
l6s3 and iG3S brought out nearly the fame number ; and 
Shirley In fifteen years furnilhed various theatres with forty 
plays. Thomas Hey wood was Rill more prolific!;. 

1 Thefe article! will be found in a fubfequent page. 
Vol. UI, , 0 
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lain all the women thac are to perform or reprefenc 
women's parts, in tragedies, comedies, fkc. and in 
confideration of creeling and eftablifhing his actors 
to be a company, and his pains and expenccs for 
that purpole for many years." The other five (hares 
were divided in various proportions among die reft 
of the troop. 

In the paper above referred to it is flated by Sir 
Henry Herbert, that D'Avenant " drew from thcl'e 
ten lltares two hundred pounds a week;" and if 
that (latcment was correct, cadi (hare in his play- 
houie then produced annually fix hundred pounds, 
■fuppofing the acting feafon to have then laded for 
thirty weeks. • 

Such were the emoluments of the theatre foon after 
the Reftotaiion; which 1 have flated here, from au- 
t hen tick documents, becaufe they may affift us in our 
conjectures concerning the profits derived from ftage- 
cxhibitiuus at a more remote and darker period. 

From the prices of aduiiflion into our ancient 
theatres in the time ofShakfpcare, which have been 
already noticed, I formerly conjectured that about 
twenty pounds was a toufiderable receipt at the 
Blackfriars and Globe theatre, on any one day ; 
and my conjecture is now confirmed by indifputablc 
evidence. In Sir Henry Herbert's Office-book I 
find the following curious notices on this fubject, 
under the year ifiaS: 

'■ The kinges company with a generall confent 
and alacritye have given race the bcncfiit of too 
dnyes in the yeare, ' the one in fummer, thothcr in 
winter, to bee taken out of the fecund daye of a 
revived playe, alt my ownc choylc. The houfe- 
keepers have likewyfe given their Ihares, their dayly 
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charge only deducted, which comes to Come si. 5s. 
this a5 May, i6a3. 

" The benefit! of tlie fit Tl day, being a very un- 
fcafonablc one in refpect of tlic weather, tomes 
but unto £. 4. i5. o." 

This agreement fub fitted for five years and a 
half, during which time Sir Henry Herbert had 
ten benefits, the mod profitable of which produced 
feven tfien pounds, and ten (hillings, tut, on the sad 
ofNov. i6s8. when Fletcher's Cuftom oftht Country 
was" performed at Il'ackfriars ; and the Icaft emolu- 
ment which he received was on the reprefentation 
of a play which is not named, at the Globe, in the \ 
fummer of the year iu3a. which produced only, 
the fum of one pound, and five (hillings, after 
deducting from the total receipt in each inflance 
the nightly charge above mentioned. I (hall give 
below the receipt taken by him on cacli of the ten 
performances; from which it appears that his clear • 
profit at an average on each of his nights, was 
' £. 8. 19. 4.' and the total nightly receipt was at 
an average — £. 1 1. 4. 4. 

J i6s8.May s5. [tlic play not named, ] — [. 4. t5. o. 

" ThebcncliUofthewinicrs d»v, being llieferond 
day, of an old play called The c'ujlomc of ike Cmtljt, 
came 10 £. 17. 10. o. this as of Nov. l6s8. From 
[he Kingcs company an [lie Blscltfrycrid 
l6sg. " The bcncttit of ihc rummers day from the klngcs 
company being brought mce byBIagnve, upon ilir play of 
The Pnthtttfi, comes 10, ihis Si of July. — lO^a.f.b. 7.0. 
■ " The benefiu of the winter J day from ilic kinges 
company being brought mce Iiy Blacrave, upon the play 
of The Moore of Venije, comei, this 11 of Nov. 1639. 
unto t- £.9. ]6. o. 
l63o. [JV11 flaj Ihil Jnmmer on account of the plague. J 

•' Received of Mr. Taylor and I.owim, in the name 

O a 
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On tlic 3oih of OBober, l633. toe managers of 
the king's company agreed lo pay Mm ihe fixed 

„f 'their company, for the benefit of my winter day, 
!„, ih. feiond 'do of Joofon-, pl.y of I«j .«.. 
in ait ear.."', tliis .« day ol February, l63o. [i63o-3i] — 



■Fs/''- Reeved ofMr. Shaoke, :n the mnt of the kings 
company, tortk.benehl.of.htilfnmme.d.y, .pony; 
f^nddaveofJlirWilw^re"''*, at the Globe, this te 

,,f Innc lG3l — 6- «• 

Reived of Mr. Blag™, 1. the .... of the king, 
company, foe the b.n.fitt of my winier day taken upon 
ThiAlJ^ip, this I of Deeemb. iC3t, — £.l3. o. o. 
l63s. " Receivedforthcfummerdayofthckiiigsconipany 
"ye 6Novctr.b. i63s. — f.i- 5- o, . 

" Received for the winter day upon The WtU gorje 
eWe, ye fame day, — f.tS. o. o. , 
,633. " R. of yoking, company, to, m,fum,oe,, day by 
Blagrave, the 6 nfjnne t633. y> iomine of ( t . 10. o. 
I lik.wif. hud the follow,.,; entry .« .1™ book : 

Received of Mr. Benbeld,, ,u the nam. of the king, 
company, fa ■ S>»"'»y .he- bbeety g.ind unlo ih.m of 

wa, take, upon « ^ l6 „. w ,,i.h 

„,',°faZV . , P Ko" If Tnor... Fcifon. Eft, is the 
f . .7™ memorandum ill an old hand , " After nme day!, 
wherein 1 have heard fore,, of the .flora fay they »ok fifteen 
h»„d red pounds, the Sp.niih faSiou, beiuj prevalent, gut 
Crrelfed, end the .other. Mr. Thomas Middl.t.o, com- 
mined to nilfon." Aeeo.ding to this llateoient, they received 
a hn„e.li61 iss.oneach performance. The foregoing extraels 
If. " not even a l.mbl.ne. of 1, nil. in .hi, (lory 

tn ihe vcar llioJ when the Loodon tlieaties were much 
„lagj and the price, of admimon gre.lly i.cre.f.d, Sh.d- 
"ell r.c.iv.d by hit third day on the r.pc.fc.t.tion of Ti. 
' e I. vCAIlzlii only 1S0I. which Downer the prnmpter fay. 
S. the greaicil ....if bad b... over taken a, Di.ryJ.ne 
il.yhouf.allinElepric". «./..«/»«''«"«■ V- 4" ■ 
P Th. uf. =f Arabi.k tgn... b.. ofl.n o..a.on.d ,.ry g,of. 



OF THE ENGLISH STAGE. i g7 



fum often pounds every Chriftmas, and the fame 
fum at Midfummer, in lien of his two benefits, 
which fums they regularly pay'd him from that time 
till the breaking out of the civil wars. 

From the receipts on thefc benefits I am led to 
believe that the prices were lower at the Globe 
theatre, and that therefore, though it was much 
larger than the winter theatre at Blackfriars, it did 
not produce a greater fum of money on any repre- 
fentation. If we fuppofe twenty pounds, clear of 
the nightly charges already mentioned, to have been 
a very tonfidcrablc receipt at ciiher of thefe houfes, 
and that this fum was in our poet's time divided 
into forty flinrcs, of which fifteen were appropri- 
ated^ the houfekcepers or proprietors, three to 
the purchafe of copies of new plays, ftage-habits, 
&c. and twenty-two to the aclors, then the per- 
former who had two fhares on the reprefentation of 
each play, received, when the theatre was thus 
fuccefsful, twenty fhillings. But fuppofing the 
average nightly receipt (after deducting the nightly 

errors [o pafs current in the world. 1 fuppofe the nt mo ft 
receipt from the performance of Middlcton's play for nine 
days, (if it was performed fo oflco, ) could not amount lo 
more than one hundred and fifty pounds. To the fum of 
a5ol, which perhaps ihis old aflor had feen as the profit made 
by this plav, his fancy or his negligence added a cipher, 
and thus made fifteen hundred pound*. 

The play of i/oHonrf'j Ifagufl-wasafled fix days fucceflively 
at Salilbury Court, in December i63i. and yet Sir Henty 
Herbert received on account of the fix reprcfentaiions but tmt 
found nineteen Jkillings, in virtue of the sin/4 (hare which he 
pollcfled as one of the proprietors of that lioufe. Suppofmg 
(here were twenty-one fliares divided amon S the .flora, the 
piete, though performed willi iuch extraordinary fuccefs, did 
not produce more llian ft;-.: fw.idi lir, JhUling; each night, 
cxclulivc ol the occafional nightly charges already mentioned. 
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.essences) to-be about nine pounds, which we have 
fecn to be the cafe, [hen his nightly dividend would 
be but nine millings, and his weekly profit,- if they 
played five times a week, two pounds five (hillings. 
The afling fcafon, J believe, 'at that time lafled 
forty weeks. In each of the companies then fijb- 
Efting tli ere were about twenty perfons, fix of whom 
probably were principal, and the others fubordi- 
natc; fo that we may ftippofe two parts to have 
been the reward of a principal atfior; fix of the 
fecond clafs perhaps enjoyed a whole fhare each ; 
and each of the remaining eight half a (hare. On 
all tbefe data, 1 think it may be fafcly concluded, 
that the performers of the firll clafs did not derive 
from their pvofe'non more than ninety pounds a 
year at the utmoft. * Shakfpearc, Hcminge, Condell, 
Burbadgc, Lowra, and Taylor had without doubt 
other lharcs as proprietors or leafcholdcrs ; but what 
the different proportions were which each of them 
polfelfed in that right, it is now impofhblc to_afcer- 
tain. According to the fnppofition already (fated, 
that fifteen iharcs out of forty were appropriated 

* "The verve hyerlings of fome of our plaiers," [i.e. 
men OcclGonally hired by die night] fays Stephen Go Him 
in the year 1579. which Hand at reverfion of vis. by the 
wteke, jet under gentlemen's nofes in futes of dike." Schcolt 
of Ab^Jc, p. „. 

Hart, the celebrated tragedian, after the Rcfloration had 
hut three pounds 3 week as an aflor, that is, about ninety 
pounds a year; for the ailing featon did not, I believe, at 
that time exceed thirty weeks ; but he had betides, as a 
proprietor, lix [hillings and thrce-peuce every day on which 
there was any performance at the king's theatre, which 
produced about £56. 5. o. more. Bttterton even at the 
beginning of the prefent century had not more than rive 
pounds a week. 
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[o the proprietors, then was thereon this account 
a fum of fix hundred and feventy-five pounds an- 
nually to be divided among them. Our poet, as 
author, after, and proprietor, probably received 
from the theatre about two hundred pounds a year. " 
— Having after a very long fcarch lately difcovercd 
the will of Mr. Heminge, 1 hoped to have derived 
from it fome information on this fubjcflj but I 
was difappointed. He indeed more than once men- 
tions his fcveral pans or Jhares held by Icaft in the 
Globe and Blackfriars playhoufes; ' but ufes no ex- 
predion by which the value of each of thofe fhares 
can be aforenamed.. His books of account, which 
lie appears to have regularly kept, and which, he 
fays, will (hew that his fhares yielded him " a good 
yearly profit" will probably, if they fhall ever be 
found, throw muchlighton our early ftage hiftory. 

Thus fcanty and meagre were the apparatus and 
accommodations of our ancient theatres, on which 
thofe dramas were firft exhibited, that have fince 
engaged the attention of fo many learned men, and 
delighted fo many thoufand fpeftators. . Yet even 
then, -we are told by a writer of that age,* dra- 

• See his Will in a fubfequent page. 

* Sir George Bue. This writer, as I have already nb- 
ferved, wrote an exprefj treatlfc concerning the Ensliih 
ft age, which wat never printed, and, I fear, is how irre- 
coverably loft. As he was a friend of Sir Robert Cotton, 
J hoped to have found the Manufcript in the Coitonbn 
library, but was difappointed. " Of this art, 1 ' [the drama- 
tick] fays Sir George, •' have written largely Prints FiBoiiui, 
&c. as it were in vaine for me to fay anything of the art, 
befides that / have written thereof a partieuhr treaty." Thi 
Third Uaiverftty of England, printed originally in t6i5. and 
re-printcd at the end of Howes's ediiion of Stowe's Aanah, 
folio, i63r. p. 108a. it i> fingular thata Gmilar work on 

o 4 
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malick poefy was fo lively exprefTcd and reprefented 
on the publick. flagcs and theatres of . this city, as 
Rome in the augc of her pomp and glory, never 
law it better performed; in vcfpcfl of the action 
"and art, not of the cofl and lumptuoufncfs." 

Of the aclors on whom this high encomium is 
pronounced, the original performers in our author's 
plays were undoubtedly the molt eminent. The 
following is the only information that I have ob- 
tained concerning them. 

the Roman flapc, written "by Suetonius, [Dt SptHaculii ir 
Ctrlamtniim lUmawjm,) lias alio perilhcd. Some link ac- 
count of their ftencry, and of the reparation of [he mimes 
and pantomimes from comedies, in which they were ori- 
ginally introduced, arc the only particulars of iliij treaiife 
that have been preferred -, Sot which we arc indebted to 
Serviui, and Diomtdcs the grammarian. The litter Fragment 
is curious, as it exhibits an early pr.ooF of liiat competition 
and jealoufy.'whicli, Ftom the firfl rife of the Hare 10 the 
prefent time, lias difhirbed the peace oF the theatres : 

" La tine vero comtcdia: chorum non Unbent, fed duobus 
tan turn mcmbris conftatit, di verbis, & canlico. Primis auiein' 
temporibui, nt afTerit Tranquillus, omnia qua; in fceni ver- 
fantnr, in comccdi.i agebantur. Nam Pantomimus 8c Piiliaules-- 
S; Choraules in comirriia canebant. Sed quia non pblcrant 
omnia fimul apud omncj artifices pariter cxcellete, (i qui 
erant inter a&orcs comccriiarum pro facilitate Sc arte potiores 
nrincipatum fibi artifici! vindicabaut. Sic f a a ; im efl, ut 
nolcntibus cedcre Mimij in artificio fuo cxterii, feparatio 
h'cret rcliquorum. Nam drnn potiores inferiorihus, qui in 
omni crgafterio erant, fcrvire dedignabaniur, feipfoi a co- 
mredia feparavcrunt : ae (ic fadlum efi, nt, cxcmplo femel 
fumpto, uutifqulfque artis fua; rem cxequi cepcrit, neque in 
comcediam venire." 

Cramnaficr lingu<e AulIoTti Antiqul, Putfchii, p. 489. 
Hanov. l6o5. 

1 have fjid in a former page ( 60 ) that I believed Sir George 
Buc died foon after the year !«!•!. and I have fince found my 
conjeanre confirmed. He died, as I learn From one of Sir 
Henry Herbert's papers, on fl>c SOth of September, iGa3. 
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Names of the Original Actors in the Plays 

OF SlIAKSPEARE. , 

From the folio, i6a3. 

• -WILLIAM SHAKSPEARE. 

Having now once more occafion to mention 
our poet, I fhalL lake this opportunity to. correct 
an error into whitii I fufpeft 1 have fallen, in a 
note on the Account of his Life; and to add 
fuch notices as I have obtained relative cither to 
him or his friends, fuice that Account was printed 
off; to which the' piefcnt article is intended as a 
fupplcment. 

The words in our poet's will, " Provided that if 
fuch hulband as file fhall at the end of the faid 
three years be married unto," Sec. fecmcd to me 
to afford a preemptive proof that Shakfpearc, when 
he made his will, did not know of the marriage of 
his daughter Judith, (the pcrfon there fpoken of,) 
which had been celebrated about a month before: 
a circumfiance, however, which, even when I Hated 
it, appeared to me very extraordinary, and highly 
improbable. On further conudcration 1 am con- 
vinced that I was miftaken, and that the words 
above-cited were intended to comprehend her then 
hnfband, and any other to whom within three years 
fhe might be married. The word dijekarge in the 
beqnell to Judith, 1 which had efcaped my notice, — 
" One hundred pounds in difcharge of her. mar- 
riage portion," — lliews that he mull have been 
apprized of this marriage, and that he had pre- 
vioufly covenanted to give her that fam. ■ 
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In the tranfeript of the inflrument by which a 
coat of arms was granted in 1^99 to John Shak- 
fpeare, our poet's father, ' the original has been fol- 
lowed with a fcrupulous fidelity; but on perufing 
the rough draughts of the former grant of arms in 
i5g6. I am faiisfted that there is an error in the 
later grant, in which the following unintelligible 
paragraph is found: 

" Wherefore being foliated, and by credible 
report informed, that John Shakfpeare, now of 
Stratford-upon-Avon in the counte of Warwick, 

great grandfather 
late 

gent, whofc parent » and t amecedbr for his 
faithefull and approved fervice to the late mod 
prudent prince, king Henry VII. of famous me- 
morie, was advaunccd with lands and tenements, 
geven to him in thofe parts of Warwickfliere, where 
they have contincwed by fome defecnis in good 
reputation and credit," Sec. 

On reviewing this inflrument, it appeared not 
very eafy to afcertain who the petfon here alluded 
to was, if only one was meant ; nor is it at ail pro- 
bable that the great grandfather of John Shakfpeare 
fhould have been his late or immediate predeceflor; 
to fay nothing of the word parent, which, unlcfs it 
means a relation in general, is as unintelligible as 
the reft. On examining the two rough draughts 
of the grant of arms to John Shakfpeare in 1596. 
1 found that in one ofthefc, (apparently the more 
perfefl of the two,) the corresponding words run 
thus: " — whofe parents and late antectjfors were 

7 See Shti/piareS Coat of Arms, Vol. I. 
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for their valour aiid faithful fervices to the late 
moft prudent prince king Henry VII." See. In 
the other thus: " — whofe parents [and] late an- 
tccelfors for their faithful and valiant fcrvke," &c. 
The word their is in this paper obliterated, and 
his written over it; and over anttccjfors, the word 
grandfather is written. The draughtfrnan however 
forgot to draw a line through the word for which 
grandfather was to be fubflituted. He evidently 
was in doubt which of the two expreflions he 
fliouid retain; but we may prefume he meant to 
rejeft the words " — whofe parents and late ante- 
crjfors," and to fubftitute inilead of them, " — whofe 
grandfather for his," Sec. 

lit the grant of l5gg. we have fecn, the words 
originally flood, " — whofe parent and antectjfor 
was," and the words great grandfather and late are 
interlineations. The writer forgot to erafe the 
original words, but undoubtedly he did not mean 
that both thofe and the fubftitutcd words fliouid 
be retained, but that the paragraph fliouid (land 
thus: " — whofe great grandfather for his faithful 
and approved fervice," Sec. and, inflead of "great 
grandfather" the earlier inftrument induces me to 
think that he ought to have written, •' — whofe 
late grandfather." 

A minute examination of the fa inftrumcnts led 
ine to inquire what grounds the heralds had for 
their affertion that our poet's anceftor had been 
rewarded by a grant of lands from King Henry the 
Seventh. But it fliouid feem they were fatisfied 
with very flight evidence of this fail; for after a 
very careful examination in the chapel of the 
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Rolls,* from the beginning to the end of that 
reign, it appears, that no fuch grant was made. 
IT any fuch had been made by that king, out of the 
forfeited eflates of the adherents of King Richard 
the Third, or othcrwife, it mult have paffed the 
great feal, and would have been on record. As 
therefore it is not found on the rolls, we may be 
allured that no fuch grant was made. However, 
from the words of the early inftrumems in the 
herald's office, which have been already quoted, 
" — for his faithful and valiant fcrvice," &c. it is 
highly probable, that our poet's great grandfather 
diliingui [lied himfelf in Boi'worth field on the fide 
of Ring Henry, and. that he was rewarded for his 
military fervices by the bounty of that parfimonious 
prince, though not with a grant of lands. 



Mr. Rowe in his account of our poet's father has 
faid that he had ten children. From theRegiftcr 
ol the parifh of Stratford-upon-Avon it appears, 
that ten children of John Shakfpeare were baptized 
there between the year i558. when the regiflcr 
commenced, and the year i Jg i . If therefore they 
were all the children of our poet's father, Mr. 
Rowe's account is inaccurate; for our poet had a 
lifter named Margaret, born before the commence- 
ment of the Regiflcr. It is, however, extremely 

s 1 cannot omit tlm opportunity of acknowledging [he 
pcwilcnefi of Mr. Kipling of the Rolls-office, who permitted 
ivci y (lamination which I defired, to be mailt in the vener- 
able repolitOTV under Ms care ; and, with a liberality feldom 
found in pobhek offices, would not accept of the accuftomcd 
fee, for any ftarch. which tended to throw a light on the 
liillory of our great dtamatiek poet. 
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improbable, that in fo numerous a family not one 
of ilic fons mould have been baptized by die 
chviftian name of old Mr. Shakfpeare. I now 
therefore believe (though I was formerly of a dif- 
ferent opinion) that our poet's eldeft brother bore 
his father's chriftian name, John; and that, like 
their eldeft fifier, Margaret, he was born before 
the regifler commented. If this was the cafe, 
then without doubt the three children who were 
born between March 1 5S 8 and September iSgt. 
Urfula,, Humphrey, and Philip, were the iffuc of 
this younger John, by his fecond wife, whofc 
chriflkyi rTame was Mary ; and the real number of 
tlie children of our poet's father was nine. This 
Mary Shakfpeare died in 1608. and is defcribed as 
a widow. If therefore (lie was the wife of John 
Shakfpeare the younger, then mull he have died, 
before that year. 

About twenty years ago, one Mofcly, a maficr- 
bricklaycr, who ufually worked with his men, being 
employed- by Mr.. TiiomasHart, the fifth defcendam 
in a direfl line from our poet's filler, Joan Hart, to 
new-tile the old houfe at Stratford, in which Mr. 
Hart lives, and in which our poet was born, found 
a very extraordinary manufenpt between the rafters 
and the tiling of the houfe. It is a Imall paper- 
book confiding of five leaves flitched together. 
It had originally confided of fix leaves, but un- 
luckily the firlt was wanting when the book was 
found. I have taken fome pains to afcertain the 
authenticity of this manufcript, andafter a very care- 
ful inquiry am pcrfciflly fatisfied that it is genuine. 

The writer, John Shakfpeare, calls it his Will; 
bat it is rather a declaration of his faith and pious 
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refolutions. Whether it contains the religious 
fentimcnts of our poet's father or elder brother, I 
am unable to determine. The handwriting is un- 
doubtedly not lb ancient as that ufually written 
about the year J 600. but 1 have now before me a 
manulcript written by Alleyn the player at various 
times between 1 599 and 1614. and another by 
Forde, the dramatic!; poet, in 1606. 111 nearly the 
lame handwriting as that of the manufcript 'in 
queftion. The Rev. Mr. Davenport, Vicar of 
Stratford-upon-Avon, at my rcqueft endeavoured 
to find out Mr. Mofely, to examine nigre parti- 
cularly concerning this manulcript; but h« died 
about two years ago. His daughter, however, 
who is now living, and Mr. Hart, who is alfo 
living, and now fixty years old, perfectly well re- 
member the finding of this paper. Mofely fomc 
time after he found it, gave it to Mr. Peyton, an 
alderman of Stratford, who obligingly tranfmittcd 
it 10 me through the hands of Mr. Davenport. It 
is proper to obferve that the finder of this rclique 
bore the character of a very honeft, fober, induf- 
trious man, and that he neither afked nor received 
any price for it; and I may alio add that iis con- 
tents are fuch as no one could have thought of in- 
venting with a view to literary impofition. 

IT the injunction contained in the latter part of 
it (that it fhould be buried with the writer} was 
obfeived, then muft the paper which has thus for- 
tuitoully been recovered, have been a copy, made 
from the original, previous to the burial of John 
Shaklpeare. 

This extraordinary will confifled originally of 
fourteen articles, but the full leaf being unluckily 
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wanting, I am unable to afcertain either its date or 
the particular occafion on which it was written; 
both of which probably the firft article would have 
furnifhed us with. If it was written by our poet's 
father, John Shakfpeare, then it was probably 
drawn up about the year 1600, if by his brother 
it perhaps was dated fame time between that year 
and 1608. when the younger John fhotild feem to 
have been dead. 

(Since the flieet which contains the will of John 
Shakfpcare was printed, I have learned that it was 
originally perfect, when found byjofeph Mofely, 
though the firll leaf has fince been loft.* Mofely 
tranferibed a large portion of it, and from his copy 
I have been furnifhed with the introductory ar- 
ticles, from the want of which I was obliged to 
print this will in an imperfect ftate. They are as 
follows : 

I. • 

" In the name of God, the father, fonne, and 
holy ghoft, the moll holy and blefled Virgin Mary, 
mother of God, the holy hofl of archangels, angels, 
patriaichs, piophets, evangelifls, apo(tles, faints, 
martyrs, and all the crlellial court and company of 
heaven, I John Shakfpear, an unworthy member 
of the holy Catholick religion, being at this my 
prcfent writing in perfefl health of body, and 
found mind, memory, and underflanding, but 
calling to mind the uncertainty of life and certainty 
of death, and that I may be poflibly cut offin the 
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blolTomc of my fins, and called to render an ac- 
count of all my tranfgrcffions externally and in- 
ternally, and that 1 may be unprepared for the 
dreadful trial either by facrameut, pennance, falling, 
or prayer, or any other purgation whatever, do in 
the holy piefeticc above fpecificd, of my own free 
and voluntary accord, make and ordaine this my 
lall.fpiritual will, tcflamcm, . confeffion, protefla- 
tion, and confeffion ol faith, hopinge hereby to 
receive pardon for all my finnes and offences, and 
thereby to "be made partaker of life everlafling, 
through the only merits ol'Jefus Chrift my faviour 
and redeemer, who took upon him fell the likenefs 
of man, fuffered death, and was crucified upon the 
croffe, for the redemption of finners. 

it. 

" Item, I John Shakfpcar doe by this prefent 
proteft, acknowledge, and conlefs, tbat-in my pafl 
life I have been a mod abominable and 'grievous 
finner, and therefore unworthy to be forgiven 
without a true and fincere repentance for the Came. 
Buttrufling in the manifold mercies of my~bleffcd 
Saviour and Redeemer, I am encouraged by relying 
on bis facred word, to hope for falvaiion and be 
made partaker of his heavenly kingdom, as a mem- 
ber of the cetellial company of angels, faints and 
martyrs, there to refide for ever and ever in the 
court of iny God. 

III. 

" Item, I John Shakfpcar doe by this prefent 
protcft and declare, that as I am certain I mufl 
pane out of this traiifitory life into another that 
will laft to eternity, I do hereby mofl humbly 
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implore and intreat my good and guardian angell 
to infhuft me in this my folcmn preparation, pro- 
tcflation, and confeftion of faith,] at lead ipiritually, 
in will adoring and moR humbly befceching my 
faviour, that he wilt be pleafed to affifl me in fo 
dangerous a voyage, to defend me from the fnarca 
and deceitcs of my infernall enemies, and 'to eon- 
dud mc to the fecure haven of his etcrnall bliffe. 

IV. 

" Iltnl, I John Shakfpear doe protefl that I will 
alfo palfcout of this life, armed with the laft facra- 
mcnt of extreme unction: the which if through 
any let or hindrance I fhould not then be able to 
have, 1 doe now alfo for that, time demand and 
crave the fame; bcfccching his divine majefty that 
he will be pleafed to anoynt my fenfes both intcr- 
nall and externall with the facrcd oyle of.his infi- 
nite mercy, and to pardon me all my fins committed 
by feeing, fpcaking, feeling, fmelling, hearing, 
touching, or by any other way whatfoever. 

. - V. 

Item, I John Shakfpear doe by this prefent pro- 
tefi that I will never through any temptation what- 
foever defpaire of the divine goodnefs, for the 
multitude and grcatnefs of my fmnes; for which 
although I confefTe that I have defcrved hell, yet 
will I Itedfaflly hope in gods infinite mercy, know- 
ing that he hath heretofore pardoned many as great 
finners as my fclf, whereof I have good warrant 
fealed with his facred mouth, in holy writ, whereby 
he pronounceth that he is notcome to call thejuft, 
but finners. 

Vol. III. P 
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VI. 

" Item, I John Shakfpear doprotcfh that I do nor, 
know that 1 have ever done any good ivorke meYi- 
torions of life overtoiling: and if I have done any. 
1 do acknowledge that 1 have done it with a great 
deale of negligence and imperfection ; neither 
fhould I have been able to have done the lcafl with- 
out the affiftance of his divine grace. Wherefore 
let the devill remain confounded ; for I doe in no 
wife prefume to merit heaven by Inch good workes 
alone, but through the merits and bloud of my 
lord and faviour, jefus, Hied upon the crolc for me 
raoft miferablc fmner. 

VII. 

" Item, I John Shakfpear do proteft by this pre- 
fent writing, that I will patiently endure and fuller 
all kind of infirmity, fickncfs, yea and the painc 
of death it felf: wherein il it fliould happen, which 
god forbid, that through violence of paine and 
agony, or by fubtilty of the devill, I Ihould fall 
into any impatience or temptation of blafphemy, 
or murmuration againft god, or the catholike faith, 
or give any fignc of bad example, I do henceforth, 
and for that prefent, repent me, and am moll hear- 
tily forry for the fame: and I do renounce all the 
evill whatfocver, which I might have then done or 
laid; befeeching his divine clemency that lie will 
not foriake ine in that grievous and paignefull 
agony. " 

VIII. 

" Item, I John Shakfpear, by virtue of this pre- 
fent tcfiament, I do pardon all the injuries and 
offences that any one hath ever done unto me, 
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cither iti my reputation, life, goods, or any other 
way whatfoever; befcecliing Cwcct jcfus to pardon 
them for the fame: and I do defire, that they, will 
doe the like by me, whome I have offended or 
injured in any fort bowfoever. 

IX. 

" Item, I John Shakfpear do hcere proteft that 1 
do render infinite thanks to his divine majefty for 
all the bencbts that I have received as well fecret 
as manifeft, &; in particular for the benefit of my 
Creation, Redemption, Sanclificatinn, Conferva- 
tion, and Vocation to the holy knowledge of him 
Sc his true Catholike faith : but above all, for his 
fo great expectation of me to pennance, when he' 
might rnofi juflly have taken me out of this life, 
when I Icaft thought of it, yea, even then, when 
I was plunged in the duny puddle of my finncs. 
Blefled be therefore and praifed, for ever and ever, 
his infinite patience and chanty. 

X. 

'! Item, I John Shakfpear do proteft, that I am 
willing, yea, I do infinitely defire and humbly 
crave, that of this my !afl will and teltament the 
glorious and ever Virgin mary, mother of god, 
refuge and advocate of Grin era, (whom I honour 
fpecially above all other faints,) mav be the chiefe 
ExecutrelFe, togeather with tbefe other faints, my 
patrons, (faint Winefride) all whome I invocke 
and befeech to be pTcfent at the hour of my death, 
that flic and they may comfort me with their defired 
prefeuce, and crave of fweet Jefus that he wilt 
receive my foul into peace. 

Pa 
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XI. 

- " Item, In virtue of this prcfcnt writing, I John 
Shakl'pcar do likcwifc raoft willingly and with all 
humility confliiutc andordaine my good Angel, for 
Defender and Proleaour of my foul in the dread- 
full day oi Judgement, when the finall fentancc of 
etcrnall life or death fliall be difcuITed and given ; 
befcccliing him, that, as my foule was appointed 
to his cuftody and protection when I lived, even lo 
he will vouchfafe to defend the fame at that houre, 
and conduft it to etcrnall blifs. 

XII. 

" Item, I'John Shakfpcar do in like manner pray 
and befeech all my dear friends, parents, and kinf- 
folks, by the bowels of our Saviour jc^s Chrift, 
that Knee it is uncertain what lot will befell me, for 
fear notwithflanding leaft by rcafon of my fumes 
I be to pafs and (lay a long while in purgatory, they 
will vouchfafe lo affift and fuccour mc with their 
holy prayers and fatisfaflory workes, efpeciaily 
with the liolv facrifice of the mailc, as being the 
rood erlcftuali racaues to deliver foules from their 
torments and paince; from the which, if I fiiall by 
gods gracious soodnciTc and by their vcrtuous 
workes be delivered, I do promife that I will not 
be ungrateful! unto them, for fo great-a bene lilt. 
XIII. 

" Item, I John Shakfpcar doc by this my lafl 
will and tedament bequeath my foul, as foonasit 
fiiall be delivered and looiened from the prifon oF 
this my body, to be entombed in the fweet and 
amorous coffin of the fide of jefus Chrifl; and 
that in this life-givcing fepulclier it may reft and 
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live, perpetually inclofed in that eternall habita-. 
lion of repofe, there to bletfe for evev and ever that 
■ direiullironofthe lannce, which, like a charge in a 
cenforc, formes fo fwcci and pleafanta monument 
within the facrcd breaft of my lord and faviour. 
XIV. 

" Item, taftlyljohn Shakfpear doe proteft, that 
I will willingly accept of death in what manner ' 
foevcr it may befall me, conforming my will unto 
the will of god; accepting of the fame in faiis- 
faflion for my finnes, andgiveing thanks unto his 
divine majefty for the life he hath bellowed upon 
me. And if it pleafc him to prolong or Ihorten 
the fame, blcffcd be he alfo a thonfand thouland 
times ; into whofe moft holy hands I commend my 
foul and body, my life and death: and I befeech 
him above all things, (hat he never permit any 
change to be made by me John Shakfpear of this 
my aforefaid will and teiiament. Amen. 

" I John Shakfpear have made this prefent 
writing of proteftation, confclfion, and charter, in 
prefence of the blefied virgin mary, my Augell 
guardian, and all the Celefliall Court, a's witnclies 
hereunto : the which my meaning is, that it he of 
full value now prefently and for ever, with the 
force and; vertuc of teiiament, codicil I, and dona- 
tion in caufc of death; confirming it anew, being 
m perfect health of foul and body, and figned with 
mine own hand ; carrying alio the fameabout me; and 
for the better declaration hereof, my willandinteu- 
tion is that it be finally buricdwith me after my death. 

" Pater nofler, Ave maria, Credo. 

" jefu, fon of David, have mercy on me. Amen." 

P 3 
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Since my remarks on the epitaph faitl to have 
heen made hy Sliakfpcarc-on John o'Comb, were 
printed, it occurred to me, that the manufcript 
papers oi'Mr. Aubrey, prefervediu the Aflimolean 
Mufeum at Oxford, might throw fome light on that 
fubjecr.. Mr. Aubrey was born in the year iba5. 
or 1626. and in 164s was entered a gentlemen 
commoner of Trinity college in Oxford. Four 
years afterwards he was admitted a member of the 
Inner Temple, and in 1665 defied a member of 
the Royal Society. He died about the year 1700. 
It is acknowledged, that his literary attainments 
were conhderablc ; that lie was a man of good parts, 
ol much learning and great application ; a good 
Latin poet, an excellent natural ift, and, what is 
more material to our prcfent object, a great lover 
of and indefatigable fcarcber into antiquities. That 
the greater part of his life was devoted to literary 
purfuits, is afcertained by the works which he has 
ptiblillied, the correfpondence which he held with 
many eminent men, and the collections which be 
left in manufcript, and which are now repofited 
in the Aflimolean Mufeum. Among thefe col- 
leflions is a curious account of our Lnglifh poets 
and many other writers. While Wood was pre- 
paring his Athena Qxonitnfa, this manufcript was 
lent to him, as appears from many queries in his 
handwriting in the margin ; and his account of 
Milton, with whom Aubrey was intimately ac- 
quainted, is (as has been obferved by Mr. Warton) 
literally transcribed from thence. Wood afterwards 
quarreled with Mr. Aubrey, whom in the fceond 
volume of his Fafii, p. aba. he calls his friend, 
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and on vvliom in his Hiftory oF the Univerfky of 
Oxford he bellows the higheft encomium; 9 and, 
after their quarrel, with his tibial warmth, and in 
his loofe diction, he reprefented Aubrey as " a 
pretender to antiquities, roving, magottic-headed, 
and little better than crafed." To Wood every 
lover of antiquity and literary hiftory has very high 
obligations ; and in all matters of fail he may be 
fafcly relied on ; but his opinion of men and things 
is of little value. According to his reprefentation, 
Dr. Ralph Bathurft, a man highly efteemed by all 
his contemporaries, was " a mod vile perfou," 
and the celebrated John Locke, " a prating, cla- 
morous, turbulent fellow." The virtuous and 
learned Dr. John Wallis, if we are to believe Wood, 
was a man who could " at any time make black 
white, and white black, for his own ends, and who 
had a ready knack at fophiftical evafion, * How 
little his judgment of his contemporaries is to be 
trufled, is alfo evinced by his account of the inge- 
nious Dr. South, whom, being offended by one of 
his witlicifms, he has grofsly reviled. ' Whatever 

' " TranfmifTum autcm nobis eft lllud cpinphiutn a \-\ta 
perhumano, Jotanne Albeiico, vulgo Aubrey, 1 Armigero, 
hujni- collegii olim. generofo commcnfali, jam vero i Regis 
Socielate, Londini ; viro inquam, tam bono, tun. bcuigno, 
ait publico folum commodo, nec fibi omoino, u.-nus effe 
videatur." Hifl. t Antiq. Univ. Oxon. l.ii. p. S97. 

■ Letter from Wood to Aubrey, dated Jan. iG. 1689-90. 
MSS. Aubrey. No. i5. in Muf. Afhmol. Oxon. — Yet In 
llie preface 10 fis Hijlory of the UmverfHj of 0>forJ, he 
dtferibes Dr. Wallii at a man — "irvdilhne paritcr 17 hu* 
TTianilale prfjlans" 

» » Wood's account of South [fays Mr. War ton ) is fall 
of malicious reflcfiions and abufive Aoriei : the occadjoa 

p 4 
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Wood in a peevifh humour may have thought or 
faid of Mr. Aubrey, by whole labours lie highly 
profited, or however fantaftical Aubrey may have 
been on the fubject of chemiflry and gholls, his 
chaiafler for veracity has never been impeached; 
and as a very diligent antiquarian, his tediinony is 
worthy of attention. Mr. Toland, who was well 
acquainted with him, and certainly a better judge 
of men than Wood, gives this character of him: 
" Though he was extremely fuperRitious, or feemed 
to be lb, yet he was a very honest MAN, and 

MOST ACCURATE IN HIS ACCOUNT OF MATTERS OF 

fact. But the facls he knew, not the reflections 
he made, were what I wanted."* I do not wiflt 
to maintain that all his accounts of our Englilh 
writers are on thefe grounds to be implicitly 
adopted ; but it fcems to me much more reafonable 
to queflion fuch pans of them as feem objectionable, 
than to reject them altogether, becaufe he may 
fomctimes have been millaken. 

He was acquainted with many of the players, 
and lived in great intimacy with the poets and other 
celebrated writers of the lall age ; from whom un- 
doubtedly many of his anecdotes were collected. 

of which was this, 'Wood, on 3 vlfit [o Dr. South, was 
complaining of 3 very painful and dangerous fuppreflion 
of urine ; upon which South in his witty maimer, told 
him, thai, ' if be could not mate iDO«r, he mull mutf earth.' 
Wood was fo provoked at this unfeaui.iabie and unexpefled 
jc(i, thai he went home in a paflion, and Mole Soulh*s Life." 
' Lilc of Ralph Baihurfl, p. 1S4, .Compare Wood's Alhen. 
Own. II. 1 041. 

* Specimen ofa critical hiflory of the Cel lick religion. Sec. 
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Among his friends and acquaintances we find 
Hobbes, Mikon, Drydcn, Ray, Evelyn, 1 Afhmole, 
SirWilliam Dugdale, Dr. Batliurft, llifhop Skinner, 
Dr. Gale, Sirjohn Denham; Sir Bennct Hofkyns, 
{fon of John Hofkyns, who was weLl acquainted 
with the poets of Shakfpeare's time,) Mr. Joliah. 
Howe, Toland, and many more. 6 The anecdotes 
conccrtiingD'Avcnant in Wood's Athena Oxonhnfa, 
which have been printed in a former page, 7 were 
like the copious and accurate account of Milton, 
tranferibed literally from Aubrey's papers. What i 
has been there fuggefted, (that D'Avcnanf was 
Shakfpeare's fon) is confirmed by a fubfeqnent 
pafTage in the MS. which has been imperfectly 
obliterated, and which Wood did not print, though 
in one of his own unpublifhed manufcripts now 
in the Bodleian library he has himfelf told the fame 
flory. The line which is imperfectly obliterated 
in a different ink, and therefore probably by another 
hand than that of Aubrey, tells us, (as Mr. Warton 

' " With incredible fatisfaflion I have perufed your 
Natural Hiflory of the county of Surrey, and greatly admire 
both your induflry in undertaking lo prolitablc a work, and 
jour judgment In Ihejeveral tiftnalhm ym haul made." Letter 
from John Evelyn, Efq. to Mr, Aubrey, prefixed to his Anli- 
quiliu of Surrey. 

* Hobbes, wliofc life Aubrey wrote, was born in l588. 
Milton in 1G08. Dryden in iG3o. Ray in i6s8. Evelyn in 
1611. Aflunole in iGlG.Str W. Dugdale in 1606. Dr. Batliurft 
in 1620. Bilhop Skinner in i5gt. Dr. Gale about lG3o. 
Sir John Dcnbam in Sir Bcnuet Holkyns (the fun 

of John Holkyus, Ben Jonfon's poetical father, who wat 
lorn in .56G.) about 1600. and Mr. Jof. Howe ill 1611. 

1 Vol.1, [among Mr. Malonc'j Additional Anccdaltl of 
SkalfpettTC] 
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who has been able to trace the words through the 
obliteration, informs me,) that D'Avenant was 
Shakfpcarc's Ton by the hoftefs of the Crown inn. 
The remainder of the context confirms this; for 
it fays, that " D'Avenant was proud of being 
thought fo, and had often (in his cups) owned 
the report to be true, to Butler the poet." — From 
Dr. Bathurft, Sir Bennet Hofkyns, Lacy the player, 
and others, Aubrey got fome anecdotes of Ben 
Jonfon, which, as this part of the tnanufcript has 
not been publiflied, I fliall give below; 1 and from 

s The article relative to iliij poet immediately precedes 
that of Sliaklpeare, and is as follow) : 

Mr. Benjamin Johnson, Poet-Laureat. 

" I'remcmber when I was a fcholar at Trin. Coll. Oxon. 
1G46. I heard Mr. Ralph Bathurlt [now Dean of Welles] 
fay, that Ben : Jolinfon was a Warwyckfiiire man. 'Til 
agreed, thai hit father was a minifter ; and by his Epifttc 

DD of Ever? Man 10 Mr. W. Camden, that he was 

a Wellminller fcholar, and that Mr. W. Camden was hi, 
fchoolmallcr. His mother, after his father's death, married 
a bricklayer, and 'lis g~rally fayd that he wrought fome 
time with his fatlier-in-lawe, Sc pTtcularly on the garden 
wall of Lincoln! inne next to Chancery lane; Sc that a 
knight, a bencher, walking thro, and hearing him repeat 
fome Greeke verfes out of Homer, difcoorung with him Sc 
finding him to have a witt extraordinary, gave him fome 
. exhibition to maintain him at Trinity College in Cambridge, 

where he was : then he went into the Lowe countreys, 

and fpeut fome lime, not very long, in the armie ■, not to 
the difgrace of [it], as you may find in hii Epigrames. 
Then he came into England, Sc ailed k wrote at the Greene 
Curtainc, but both ill ; a kind of Nurfery or ohfenre ptay- 
houfe fomewhere in the fuburbs [ I think towards Shoreditch 
or Clarkenwell]. Then he nndertooke againe to write a 

play, 6c did hitt it admirably well, viz. Every Man 

which was his firft good one. Sergeant jo. Holkini of 
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Drydcn and Mr. William Beefton, (ion of Chrif- 

Herefordlbirc was bit FalKtr. 1 rtmeenbtr hii Tonne (Sic 
Brnnet Holklnj, Baronet, who was fomt thing poetical in 
his youth) 10M me, that when he dtlired In be adopted 
Lis l.«».c. No, f«yd he, 'ti* honour enough (or me to be 
your brother : 1 am your {-:..»:'• fonne : 'twas he that 
pnlifbed nie : 1 doe acknowledge it. He wa) [or rather had 
beenj of a clesr and Lire [kin. Hit hahtl Wis very plain. 
1 h.v t heaid Mr. Lacy the player fay, that he was wont 
to wcarc a coatc like a coachman's coatc, with flitts uudcr 
tin arm-pitts. He would many limes cxctcdc in dtinkt : 
Canaric was his beloved liquour: then he would tumble 
home to bed; Si. when he had thoroughly perfpircd, then 
to fiudir. I have feen his fiudycing chairc, which was of 
flrawe, fuch as old women ufid | & as Aulus Ccllius is 
drawn in. When I was ill Oxon : Biiliop Skinner [Bp of 
Oxford] who iay at our coll: was wont to fay, that he 
uiidcrflood an author as well as any man in England. He 
mentions in his Epigraracs, a fonne that he had, and his 
epitaph. Long fince in King James lime, 1 have heard 
my uncle Davcrs [Danverj] fay, who knew him, that he 
lived without temple harre at a combe-maker's fhop about 
the Elcph.i5 Cattle. In his later time he lived in Welt- 
niinlkr, in the houfe under ivhichc you paife, as you goe 
" out of the church-yard into the old palace ; where he dyed. 
He lyes buiied in the north aide, the path fquare of ftoncs, 
the red is loiengc, oppoutc to the fcutchcon oF Robertus 
de Ros, with this inl'cripiion only on him, in a pave- 
ment fquare of blew marble, 14 inches fquare, O RARE 
BLNj IONSON : which was donnc at the charge of Jack 
Young, afterwards knighted, who walking there when the 
grave was covering, gave the fellow eighteen pence to 

Jt is obfervable that none of the biographers ofthelatt age, 
but Aubrey, appear to have known that jonfon went^to the 
Low Countries, in his younger years; a fail which is con- 
firmed by the converfation that palfcd between Old Ben and 
Mr. Drummond of Hawthornden, which was not publillied 
till eleven years after Mr. Aubrey's death. A long account 
of Serjeant John Hofkyns, and Skinner, biihop of Oxford, 
may be found in Wood's Alhcn. Oxvn. I. 614— il. n56. 
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toplierlieefton, Shakfpeare's fellow-comedian, who 
was a long time manager o£ the Cockpit playhoufc 
in Drury-lane.) Tome particulars concerning Spen- 
fer. I mention tliefe circ urn fiances only to mew 
that Aubrey was a curious and diligent inquirer, at 

Not knowing that this poet had a fon who arrivedat roan's 
llhte, I had no doubt that (he reverfionary grant oftlic office 
of Mafler of the Revels, which I found hi the chapel of the 
Rolls, was made to old Ben -. [See Mr. Maloue's S&aifrtart, 
Ford, aadJenJoB, Vol. I.] but I am now convinced that I 
was niiflaken, and that (hii grant was made either (o his fon, 
Benjamin Jonfon the younger, who was alfo a poet, though 
lie has not been noticed by any of our biographical writers, 
or to forae oilier peifon of (he fame name. A paper which 
lias laiely fallen inlo my hands, pointed out my milhke. It 
appears that Sir Henry Herbert foon after (he Reftoration 
brought an aclton on the cafe again!! Mr. Betlertou, for the 
injury Sir Henry fulfered by the performance of plays without 
(he aecuftomed fees being paid to the Mafler of the Revels. 
On the trial it wa's necelfary for him to eflablifh his title to 
tint olflce; and as the grant made to him was not to take 
eflefl till after either the death, refignation, forfeiture, or 
furrender of Benjamin Jonfon and Sir John Allley, h became 
necelTary to fhew that thofc two perfons were dead: and 
accordingly it was proved on the trial that the faid Benjamin 
Jonfon died, Nov. so. lG35. The poet-laureat died, Augufl 
16. tC37. The younger Jonfon was a dramatick au(hor, having 
in conjunction with Brome, produced a plav called A Fault 
it, FritnJJhif,, which was afled at (he Cumin by (he Prince's 
company in Gclober, i6«3. and in 167s a collection of hit 
poems was publifbed. To this volume arc prefixed v eric 3 
addreffed " toall the ancient family of the Lutyes," in which 
the writer defcribes himfelf as •* a little itream from (hat clear 
fpring : " a circumflance which adds fupport (o Dr. Bathurft's 
account of his father's birthplace. It fhould feem that he was 
not on good lerms with his father. " He was not very happy 
in his children, {fays Fuller in his account of Ben Jonfon, ) 
" and moji happy in ifioft which did frft, though none liftd 
[o foivive him. " 
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a time. when fuch inquiries were likely to be attended 
with fuccefs. 

Dr. Farmer in his admirable F-jfay on tht Lrarning 
cj Shakjpcare, by which, as Dr, Johnfon juftly ob- 
served, " the qucftiou is for ever decided," has 
given an extract from Mr. Aubrey's account of our 
poet: and the part which he has quoted has been 
printed in a former page : * but as the manufcript 
memoir is more ctfpious, and the account given by 
Aubrey of our port's verfes on John o'Combe, 
(which has never been publifiicd) is materially dif- 
ferent from that tranfmittcd by Mr. Rowe, I fliall 
give an exact tranfeript of the whole article relative 
to Shakfpearc, from the original. 

MS. Aubrey. MuS. Ashmol. Oxon. Lives 3 
P. I. fol. j 8. a. [Inter Cod. Dugdah] 

Mr. William Shakespeare. 
" William Shakcfpeare's father was a butcher, 
and I have been told heretofore by fomc of the neigh- 
bours, that when fie was a boy, he exercifed his' 
fathers trade ; but when he killed a calfe, hewonld 
do it in a high Jlyle, and make a fpeech. This 
William, being inclined naturally to poetry and 
acting, came to London, I gueffe about 18. and 
was an actor at one of the playhoufes, and did act 
exceedingly well. Now Bcnjonfon was never a 
good actor, but. an excellent inflru£ior. He began 
early to make c flays in dramatique poetry, which 

* Vol.11, p. 3sa. Dr. Farmer fnppafed that Aubrey 'j anec- 
dotes of Sliakfpeare came originally from Mr. Becfton, but 
tiiii is a iniitake. Mr. Bceftoo ij quoted by Aubrey on\y for 
tome particulars relative to Spcnfcr. 
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at that time was very lowc, and his plays took well. 
He was a handfome well fhaped man; veric good 
company, and of a very ready, and plcafant, and 
fmootli witt. The humour of the conftablc in 
A Midfommer-nigkt Dreamt he happened to take at 
Crendon in Bucks, (I think it was Midfommcr- 
night that he happened to be there ;) which is the 
road from London to Stratford; and there was 
living that conftablc about ifi^a. when I came firlt 
to Oxon. Mr. Jof. Howe is of the partili, and 
knew him. Ben Jonfon and he did gather hu- 
mours of men wherever they came. One time as he 
was at the tavern e at Stratford, Mr. Combes, an 
old ufurer, was to be buryed; he makes then this 
extemporary epitaph upon him: 

' Ten in die hundred die Devlll Ulowei, 

' Kul Combes will have twelve, lie fvveares and he sowei : 

' If any one atkc who lies in this Lamb, 

' Hoh 1 quotli the Dcvill, 'lis my John o'Conib.' 

" He was wont to go to his native country once a 
yeare, 1 think I have been told that he left near 
3ool. to a filler. He under flood latin pretty well ; 
for he had Keen in his younger ycares a fchool- 
mafler in the country."' 

Let us now proceed to examine the fevcral parts 
of this account. 

The firfl allertion, that our poet's father was a 
butcher, has been thought unworthy of credit, 
becaufe " not only contrary to all other tradition, 
but, as it may feem, to the infhument in the he- 
ralds-office," which may be found in a former 
page.* But for my own part, 1 think, this aflertton, 
« Vol. I> 
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(which it fhould be obfervcd is pofitively affirmed 
on [lie information of his neighbours, procured 
probably at an early period,) and the received ac- 
count of his having been a wool-lkpler, by no 
means inconfitient. Dr. Farmer has illntlrated a 
paffage in Hamlet from information derived from 
a per fan who was at once a wool-man and butcher* 
and, I believe, few occupations can be named? 
which are more naturally connected with each 
other. Mr. Rowe firft mentioned the tradition 
that out poet's father was a dealer in wool, and • 
his acconnt is corroborated by a circumftanc'c 
which I have juft now learned. In one of the 
windows ofa building in Stratford which belonged 
to the Shakfpearc family, are the arms of the 
merchants of the ftaple; — Ncbulc, on a chief gutcs, 
■ a lion pajfant, or; and the fame arms, I am told, 
may be obferved in the church at Stratford, in the 
fret-work over the arch which covers the tomb of 
John de Clopton, who was a merchant of the ftaple, 
and father of Sir Hugh Clopton, lord-mayor of 
London, by whom the bridge over the Avon was 
built! But it fliould fecm from the records of 
Stratford that John Shakfpcare, about the year 
1^79. at which time our poet was fifteen years old, 
was by no means in affluent circumftances ; " and" 
why _ may we not fuppofe that at that period he 
endeavoured to fupport his numerous family by 
adding the trade of a butcher to that of bis prin- 
cipal bttfinefs; though at a fubfequeut period he 
was enabled, perhaps by bis foil's bounty, to dis- 
continue the iefs refpcclable of thefc occupations? 
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I do not, however, think it at all probable, that a 
perfon who had been once bailiff of Stratford 
Jliould have fuffcrcd any of his children to have 
been employed in the fervile oiSce of killing 
calves. 

Mr. Aubrey proceeds to tell us, that William 
■Shakfpeare came to London and began his theatrical 
career, according to his conjecture, when lie was 
about eighteen years old; — but as his merit as an 
actor is the principal object of our prefent difqui- 
fition, 1 flrall poftpone my obfervations on this 
paragraph, ti II the remaining part of thefc anec- 
dotes has been confideTed. 

We are next told, that " he began early to make 
effays in dramatitjue poetry, which at that time was 
very lowe, and his nlayes took well." 

On thefe points, I imagine, there cannotbe much 
variety of opinion. Mr. Aubrey was undoubtedly 
miflaken in ins conjeclure, (for he gives it only as 
conjecture,) that our poet came to London at 
eighteen; for as he had three children bom at 
Stratford in i5S3 and > 584. it is very improbable 
that lie fhould have left his native town before the 
Jattcr year. I think it moft probable that he did 
not coinc to London before the year i5S6. when 
he was twenty-two years old. When he produced 
his firft play, has not been afeertaincd ; but if 
Spenfcr alludes to him in his Ttan of the Mufes, 
Shakfpeare muft have exhibited fome piece in or 
before logo, atwhich time he was twenty-fix yeais 
old ; and thongh many have written for the pubiick 
before they had attained that time of life, any 
theatrical performance produced at that age, would, 
I think, fufficiently juffify Mr. Aubrey in faying 
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that he began early to make cflays in dramatick 
poetry. In a word, we have no proof that he did 
wo/ woo the dramatick Mufe, even To early as in 
the year 1687 or i5S8. in the firft of which years 
he was but twenty-three: and therefore till fucli 
proof fhall be produced, Mr. Aubrey's affenion 
founded apparently on the information of thofc 
who lived very near the time, is entitled to fame 
weight. 

" He was a liandfome well-fhaped man, verie 
good company, and of a very ready, and pleafant, 
and fmooth witt." 

1 fuppofe none of my readers will find any diffi- 
culty in giving full credit to this part of the 
account, Mr. Aubrey, I believe, is the only writer, 
who has particularly mentioned the beauty of our 
poet's pcrfon ; and there being no contradictory 
teftimony on the fubjefl,- he may here be fafely 
relied on. All his contempoiarics who have fpoken 
of him. concur in celebrating the gcntlenefs of his 
manners, and the readinefs of his wit. " As he 
was a happy imitator of nature, {fay his fellow 
comedians.) fo was he a moll gende expreffer of 
it. His mind and hand went together; and what' 
he thought he uttered with that eafincfs, that we 
have fcarce received from him a blot in his papers." 
" My gentle Shakfpeare," is the compcllation ufed 
to him by Ben Jonfon. " He was indeed (fays 
his old antagonifl) konejl, and of an open and 
free nature; bad an excellent fancy, brave notions, 
and gentle exprelhons; wherein he flowed with 
that facility, that fometiines it was neceffary he 
Ihould be flopped. Sujflaminandus erat, as Augflns 
faid of Haterius." So alfo in his vcrfes on ourpoet; 
Vol. III. Q 
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„ Look how llie father's face 

u Of Shikfp care's ™ir.;f an d wanner j brightly [hints 
it In his welt-ltrnid and (nu^M lines. " 

In like manner he 'is reprcfemed by Spenfcr (if 
inTke Tears of the Mafa he is alluded to, ■ which, 
it mull be acknowledged, is extremely probablc.J 
under the endearing defeription of " our pleajaiit 
Willy," and" that fame gentle fpirit, from whole 
pen flow copious dreams of honey and neflar." In 
a fubfequent page 1 Hall Imve occafion to quote 
ajiother of his contcmpoiaries, who is equally lavifli 
in praifmg the uprighmefs of his conduct and the 
gentlenefs and civility of his demeanour. And 
conformable to all thefe ancient tcftimonies is that 
of Mr. Rowe, who informs us, from the traditional 
accounts received from his native town, tliat our 
poet's " pleafurable wit and good-nature engaged 
him in the acquaintance and entitled him to the 
fricndfliip of the gentlemen of his neighbourhood 
at Stratford." 

A man, whofc manners were thus engaging, 
whofe wit was thus ready, and whofc mind was 
ftorcd with fnch a plenitude of ideas and fuch a 
copious affcmblage of images as his writings ex- 
hibit, could not but have been what he is rep re- 
fented by Mr. Aubrey, a delightful companion. 

" The humour of the conflable in A Midjommcv- 
fiight-Dreame he happened to take at Creadon in 
Bucks, (I think it was Midfomer-night that he 
happened to be there:) which is the road from 
London to Stratford; and there was living that 
conftable about 1642. when I came nrH, to Oxom 
Mr.Jof, Howe is of the parifll, and knew him," 
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It muft be acknowledged due [here is here a 
flight miftake, there being no fuch character as a 
conftable in A Midfummtr-Night's Dream. The 
peilbn in contemplation undoubtedly was Dog- 
eerky in Much Ado about Nothing. But this rnif- 
take of a name docs not, in my apprehenfion, de- 
tract in the final left degree from the credit of the 
facl itlelf; namely, that our poet in his admirable 
character ol a luolifh conftabie had in view an in- 
dividual who lived in Crendon or Grendon, (for it 
is written both ways,) a town in Buckinghamihire, 
about thirteen miles from Oxford. Leonard Digges, 
who was Shaklpeare's contemporary, has fallen 
into a umilar errour; for in his eulogy on our 
poet, he has fuppofed the character of Mai.volio, 
which is found in Twelfth Night, to be in Much 
Ado about Nothing. 1 

As fome account of the per fan from whom Mr. 
Aubrey derived this anecdote, who was of the fame 
college with him at Oxford, may tend to eftablifh 
its credit, I (hall tranferibe from Mr. Warton's 
preface to his Lift of Sir Thomas Pope, fuch notices 
of Mr. Jofias Howe, as he has been able to recover; . 

" He was born at Crendon in Bucks, (about the 
year 161 ij andeletled a fcholar of Trinity College 
June is. i63a. admitted a fellow, being then ba« 
chelor'of arts. May b6. 1637. By Hcarne he is 
called a great cavalier and loyalift, and a moft in- 
genious man. * He appears to have been a general 
and accomplifhed fcholar, and in polite literature 
one of the ornaments of the univerGty. — In 1644 

1 See Anacnl and Modem Commcnditery Ycrfes, at the end 
Of Vol. II. 

* Rob. Cloue. Gloss, jj. 66g, 
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he preached before King Charles the Fivft, at 
Chrift Church cathedral, Oxford. The fermon was 
printed, and in red letters, by his mnjefty's fpecial 
command. — Soon after 1(146. lie was ejected from 
his fellowfhip by the prefbytcrians ; and reflored 
in 1660, He lived forty-iwo years, greatly re- 
fpedled, after his rcftitutiou, and arriving at the 
age of ninety, died fellow oi the college where he 
conftantly refided, AugtiftsS. 1701." Mr. Tho- 
mas Howe, the father of this Mr. Jofias Howe, (as 
I learn from Wood) was minifler of Crendon, and 
contemporary with Shakfpeare; and from him his 
fbn perhaps derived fome information concerning 
our poet, which he might have communicated to his 
fellow-collegian, Aubrey. The anecdote relative 
to the conllable of Crendon, however, does not 
Hand on this ground, for we find that Mr. Jofias 
Howe perfonally knew him, and that he was 
living in 1643. 

I now proceed to the remaining pan of thefe 
anecdotes : 

" Ben Jonfon and he did gather humours of 
men wherever they came. One time as he was at 
the taverne at Stratford, Mr. Combes, 1 an old 
nfurer, was to be buried ; 4 he makes then this ex- 
temporary epitaph upon him: , 

' This cuflom of adding an s to many name;, both in 
fpeaking and writing, iv.is very common In the la II age. 
Shakfpcarc's Fellow-comedian, John tlctningt, was always 
called Mr. Herr.ingsby his contemporaries, ajid L011I Clarendon 
conflaiitly writes Billiop Earles. inflcad of lliihop Etrle. 

" S (fays Camden in his Rcmainei, 410, i6o5.) alfo is 

J'oyned to molt [names] now, as Manors, Knoles, Crofts, 
lilies, Combti," .Sec. 
* Mr. Combe was buried at Stratford, July 12- 1C14, The 
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' Ten in the hundred the devil! allowej, 

' Bui Combej will have twelve, he fwears and he vowes: 

' If any one aike,* who lies in this tomb, 

• Hob.! quoit-thc devil), 'tis my John o'Combc. ', 

In a former page I have proved, if I miftakc not, 
from an examination of Mr. Combes will, and 
other circumftanccs, that no credit is due to Mr. 
Rowe's account of our poet's having fo incenfed him 
by an epitaph which he made on him in his pre- 
sence, at a tavern in Stratford, that the old gen- 
tleman never forgave him! And Mr. Aubrey's 
account of this matter, which I had not then feen, 
fully confirms what I fuggeflcd on thefubjeft: for 
here we find, that the epitaph was made after 
Combe's death. Nor is this fprightly effufion in- 
confiftent with Shakfpcare's having lived in a cer- 
tain degree of familiarity with that gentleman; 
whom he might have refpc&ed for fome qualities, 
though he indulged himfelf in a hidden and playful 
cenfure of his inordinate attention to the acquire- 
ment of wealth, at a time when that ridicule could, 
not affect him who was the object, of it. 

Mr. Stccvens has juflly obferved, that the vcrfes 
exhibited by Mr. Rowe, contain not a jocular epi- 

entry in the Rcgiftcr of that parilh Confirm! the obfervation 
made above; for, though written by a clergyman, it (lands 
thus: "July 13. 1614. Mr. John Combes, Gener. " 

7 This appears to have been in our poet's time a common 
form in writing epitaphs. In one which he wrote on Sir 
Thomas Stanley, which has been given in Vol. I. p. 35. we 
again meet with it : 

ii Ajk, who lies here," Sec. 
Again, in Ben jonfon's epitaph on his fon : 

it Reft in (oft peace, and ajk'i, fay, km deli lie 

it Ben j onion his bell piece of poetry. " 

Q. 3 
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taph.but a malevolent prediction ; anil every reader 
will, 1 am iurc, readily a^ree with him, thac it is 
cxtremelv improbable that Shakfpeare Jhould have 
poifoned the huur of confidence and friend (hip by 
producing one of tliq fevcrelt ccnlures on one of 
liis company, and fo wantonly and publickly cx- 
prefs his doubts concerning the lalvaiiou of one of 
his fellow creatures. 'I'he foregoing more accurate 
, ftatement entirely vindicates our poet from tbis 
imputation. 

Thcfe extemporary' verfes having, I fuppofe, not 
been fet down in writing by their author, and 
being inaccurately uanfmittcd to London, appear 
in an intitelv different /liape in Braithwaites Re- 
mained, and there we find them affixed to a tomb 
erected by Mr. Combe in his life-time. I have 
already (hewn that no Inch tomb was erefled by 
Mr. Combe, and therefore Braithwaitc's flory is as 
little to be credited as Mr. Rowe's. That fuch 
various reprtfentations fbould be made of verfes 
of which the author probably never gave a written 
copy, and perhaps never thought of after he had 
uttered them, is not at all extraordinary. Who 
has not, in his own experience, met with fimilar 
variations in the accounts of a transition which 
palfcd but a few months before he had ocealion to 
examine minutely and accurately into the real ftate 
of the fad? 

In -further fupport of Mr. Aubrey's exhibition 
of tlicfe vetfes, it' may be obferved, that in his 
copy the firit couplet is original; in Mr. Rowe's 
exhibit, on of thetn it is borrowed from preceding 
epitaphs. In the fourth line, Ho (not Oh ko, as 
Mr. Rowe has it,) was in Sbakfpeare's age the 
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appropriate exclamation of Boein Goodeellow, 

alias PUCKF., fl/lfl^HoBGOBLIN. 1 I 

Mr. Aubrey informs us laftly/ that Shakfpcare 
" was wont to go to his native country once a 
ycare. I thinke I have been told that he left near 
Bool, to a filler. He imderilood Latin pretty well, 
for he had been in his younger years a fcliool- 
mafLer in the country." 

Many traditional anecdotes, though not per- 
fectly accurate, contain an adumbration of the 
truth. It is obfcrvable that Mr. Aubrey fpeaks 

here with fome degree of doubt ; " I tfiink 1 have 

been told;'" and bis memory, 1 or that of his in- \ 
former, led him into an errour with refpeel to the 
perfon to whom our poet bequeathed this legacy, 
who, we find from his will, was his daughter, not 
his Mer: but though Aubrey was miflaken as to 
the perfon, his information with refpcifl to the 
amount of the legacy was perfectly correct; for 
3ool. was the precife fum which Shakfpcare left 
to his fecond daughter, Judith. 

In like manner; I am ftrongly inclined to think 
that the laft alfcrtion contains, though not the 
truth, yet fomcthing like it : I mean, that Shak- 
fpe^re had been employed for fome time in hia 
younger years as a leackerin the country; though 
Dr. Farmer lias inconteftably proved, that he could 
not have been a teacher of Latin. I have already 
fuggefte'd my opinion, that before his coming to 
London he had acquired fome ffiare of legal know- 
ledge in the eflicc of a- petty country conveyancer, 
or in that of the fteward of fome manorial court. 



• See Percy'! Rlliqua of Ancient PoiItj, Vol. III. p. aoK. 

2 4 
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It is not ncceiTary here to repeat the reafons on 
which tliat opinion is founded. If he began to 
apply to' this il^iy at the age of eighteen, two 
years afterwards he might have been fufncicntly 
converfaut with conveyances to have taught others 
the forms of fucb legal affurauces as are ufually 
prepared by country attorneys ; and perhaps fpent 
two ot three years in (his employment before he 
removed From Stratford to London. Some uncer- 
tain rumour of this kind might have continued to 
the middle of the laft century; and by the time it 
reached Mr. Aubrey, our poet's original occupa- 
tion was changed from a ferivener's to that of a 
fchool-malier. 

1 now proceed to the more immediate objeft of 
Our prefeut inquiry ; our poet's merit as an a£lor. 

" Being inclined naturally (fays Mr. Aubrey) to 
poetry and acting, he came to London, 1 guefle 
about 1 8. and was an actor at one of the play- 
houtcs, and did a£l exceedingly well. Now lien 
Jonfon never was a good actor, but an excellent 
inilructor," 

The firft obfervation that I fhall make on this 
account is, that the latter part of it, which informs 
us that Ben Jonfon was a bad atStor, is incomeflably 
confirmed by one of the comedies of Decker; and 
therefore, though there were no other evidence, it 
might be platifibly inferred that Mr, Aubrey's in- 
formation concerning our poet's powers on the 
ftage was not lefs accurate. But in this inftance I 
am not under the ncceffity of reding on fuch an 
inference; for 1 am able to produce the tcflimony 
of a contemporary in fupport of Shakfpeare's hif- 
trionick merit. In the preface to a pamphlet en- 
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tided Kinde-Hartts Dreamt, publiflied in December 
. i5ga. which I have already had occafion to quote 
for another purpofe, the autbor,*Henry Chettie, 
who was himfelf a dramatick writer , and well 
acquainted with the principal poets and players 
of the time, thus fpcaks of Shalcfpeare : 

'* The other,' whom at that time 1 did not fo 
much fpare, as fince 1 wiflt I had, for that as 1 have 
moderated the hate of living writers, and might 
have ufed my own difcretion, (efpecialiy in fuch a 
cafe, the author [RohcrtGrecnc] being dead ) I am 
as forry as if the. original fault had been my fault; 
becaufe my felfe have feene his demeanour no lefs 
civil than he excellent in the qualttie he profrJJ'u : 
befides, divers of worfhip have reported his up- 
rightnefs of dealing, which argues his honeftie, 
and his facetious grace in writing, that approves 
his art." 

To thofc who arc not converfant with the lan- 
guage of our old writers, it may be proper to 
obferve, that the words, " the qualitit heproftffes" 
particularly denote his profeflion as an aflor. The 
latter part of the paragraph indeed, in which he 
is praifed as a good man and an elegant writer, 
fliews this: however, the following paflage in. 
Stephen Goffon's Sckoolc ofAbufc, i57c|. in which 
the very fame words occur, will put this matter 
beyond a doubt. " Over-lafhing in apparell (fays 
Goffon) is fo common a fault, that the verye hycr- 
lings of fome of our plaiers, which ftand at the 
icverfion of vi s. by the weeke, jet under gende- 

9 That by the word] The clher, w»J mrmi Shakfpcare, 
has been already Ihewn in lbs EJTay on lie Order of Mi Flap, 
Vol. LL 
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men's nofes in futcs of lilke, exercifmg themfelves 
in prating on the ftage, and common fcoffing when 
they come abtode; where they Joukc alkance at 
every man of whom the fonday before they begged 
an almcs. I fpeak. not this, as though every one 
that pro} 'fffetk the qualitie, fo abufed him felfe; for 
it is well knowen, that fomc of ihcm are fobcr, 
difcrect, properly learned, honcfi houfcholdcrs, and 
citizens well thought on amongc their neighbours 
at home, though the pride of their fhadowes (I 
meanc thofe hange-byes whomc they fuccour with 
ftipend) caufc ihem to bee fomcwhat talked of 

Thus early was Shakfpeare celebrated as an 
aaor, and thus unfounded was the information 
which Mr. Rowc obtained on this fubjea. Wright, 
a more diligent enquirer, and who had better op- 
portunities of gaining theatrical intelligence, had 
laid about ten years before, that he had " heard 
our author was a better poet than an aflor;" but 
this defcription, though probably true, may ftill 
leave him a confiderable portion of merit in the 
latter capacity: for if the various powers and pe- 
culiar excellencies of all the adors from his time 
to the prefent, were united in one man, it may 
well be doubted, whether they would conflitute a 
performer whole merit fliould entitle him to " bench 
by the fide" of Shakfpeare as a poet. 

A palfagc indeed in Lodge's Incarnate Dcvi'lts of 
il/{"<>e, i5q6. lias been pointed out, aslevelledac 
our poet's- performance of the Ghoft in Hamlet. 

' In the margin this cautious puritan adds — "Some players 
mudelt, ij I be not deceived." 
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But this in my apprehcnfion is a miftake.. The 
ridicule intended to be conveyed by the pa flag e in 
queflion was, I have no doubt, aimed at the actor 
who performed the part of the Ghofl in fome mi- 
ferable play which was produced before Shakfpcarc 
commenced either aclor or writer. That futb. a 
play once c\iEled, 1 have already (hewn to be highly 
probable; and the tradition tranfmitted by Iict- 
terton, that our poet's performance oftheGhoftin 
his own Hamht was his chrj d'ocuvrt, adds fuppott 
to my opinion. 

That Shakfpearc had a perfect knowledge of bis 
art,, is proved by the infiruclions which are given 
to the player in Hamlet, and by Other paffoges in 
his works; which in addition, to what 1 have 
already Itatcd, incline me to think that the tradi- 
tional, account tranfmitted by Mr. Rowe, relative 
to his powers on the flage, has been too haftily 
credited. In the celebrated fcene between Hamlet 
and his mother, flic thus addrclTes him: 

li Alas, how is't with you? 

ti Thatjou do bent your eyt on vacancy, 
it And uiilA ike incorporeal air do hold difctmrje ? 
n Forth at yo:ir iyu jonr fpiril; wildly peep i 
■< And, as the deeping foldicrs in the alarm, 
« Your bedded hair, like lire iu excrements. 

ii Starts up, and Hindi on cod Whereon do you look 

i> Ham. On him ! on him ! loot yon, how pale he 
glares !, 

M His form and caufc conjoin'd, preaching to (tones, 

.i Would mi.kc them capable. Do not look upon mt, 

it Led with l.'iii j'ilio;:! ar.liw, you convert 

ti My (tern effeflj : then what I have to do 

ii Will want true colour; tears perchance for blood. " 

Can it be imagined that he would have attributed 
thefe lines to Hamlet, unlefs he was confident that 
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in his own part he could give efficacy to that piteous 
aciian of the Ghoft, which he has To forcibly de- 
Icribcd? or that the preceding lines fpoken by the 
Queen, and the defcription of a tragedian in King 
Richard III. could have come from the pen of an 
ordinary a£lor? 

it Rick. Come, eouGn, can'ft thou quake and change 
Iky colour ? 
11 Martha Iky breaik in middle cf a ward ? 
ii And Ikcn again Begin, and flop again, 
ti As if Am vitrl dijlraugkt, and mad with terror ? 

ii Bud. Tut, 1 can counterfeit the deep tragedian; 
ii Speak, and look big, and pry on cvay flic, 
i. Tnmbh andjarl at wagging qfajram, 
n Intending deep fujpicion: ghajliy toots 
ii An at my facia, like enforced ftnittl ; 
ii And both are ready in their offices, 
ii Ai any time, to grace my ftratagems." 

I do not, however, believe, that our poet played 
parts of the firft rate, though he probably dif- 
tinguifhed hiinfelf by whatever he performed. If 
the names of the aftors prefixed to Every Man in 
his Humour were arranged in the fame order as the 
perfons of the drama, he mud have represented 
Old Knoweil; and if we may give credit to an anec- 
dote related in a former page, he was the Adam in 
his own Asyou like it. Perhaps he excelled in re- 
p re fen on g old men. The following contemptible 
lines written by a contemporary, about the year 
1611. might lead us to fuppofc that he alfo ailed 
Duncan in Macbeth, and the parts of King Henry 
the Fourth, and King Henry the Sixth: 
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" To oor Englifh Terence, Mr. William 
Shakespeare. 

ii Some fay, goodwill, which I in fport do fing, 

i> Hadft iliou not play'd fonie Haglji pari! in fport, 
11 Thou hadfl been a companion for a king. 

ii And been a king among [lie meaner fori. 
t< Some others raile, but raile as they think fit, 
ii Thou hid no railing but a raigning wit ; 
H And honelly thou fow'ft, which they do rcape, 
.1 So to increafe iheir dock which they do keepe." 

The Scourge of Folly, by John Daviei, ofHere- 

RIC'H AR'D BURBADGE,* 
■the moft celebrated tragedian of our author's cimc, 
was the Ion of James Burbadge, who was alfo an 
aflor, and perhaps a countryman of Shakfpeafe. 
He lived in Holy welt- ftreet, in the parifli of St. 
Leonard, Shoreditch, from which circumftancc I 
conjecture that he had originally played at the 
Curtain theatre, which was in that neighbourhood ; 
for he does not appear to have been born in that 
parifh; at leaft I fcarched the rcgifter from its 
commencement in i558. in vain, for his birth. 
It is ftrange, however, that he fliould have con- 
tinued to live from the year 1 600 to his death, in a 
place which was near three miles diflant from the 
Blackfriars playhonfc, and ftill further from the 
Globe, in which theatres he ailed during the whole 
of that time. He appears to have married about 

» In writing (Ins performer's name I have followed the 
fpeliing nfed by his brother, who was a witnefj to hif will j 
but the name ought lather to be written Buritdgt, (as it often 
formerly was,) being manifellly ID abbreviation or corruption 

of Borough-bridgt. 
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the year 1600. and ifat that time We fappofc him 
thirty years old, his birth mud be plated in 1570. 
By his wife, whole chriftian name was Winefrid, 
he had four daughters; Juliet, or Julia, (for the 
name is written both ways in the regiiler,) who 
was baptized Jan. a. i6u3-3. and died in 1608. 
Frances, baptized Sept. 16. 1604. Winefrid, bap- 
tizcdOflob. 5. i6i3. and buried in Oflober, 1616. 
and a fccond Juliet, (or Julia,) who was baptized 
Dee. 16. 1614. This child and Fiances appear 
to have furvived their father. His fondncls for 
the name of Juliet, perhaps arofe from his having 
been the original Romeo in our author's play 

Camden has placed the death oiliurbadge on the 
gth of March, 16111." On what day he died, is 
now of little confequence ; but to afcertain the 
degree of credit due to hiftorians is of fomc im- 
portance ; and it may be worth while to remark 
how very fcldom minute accuracy is to be cxpc&cd 
even from contemporary writers. The fail is, that 
Burbadge died fome days later, probably on the 
i3th of that month; for his will was made on the 
l 2th. and he was buried in the church of St. Leo- 
nard, Shoreditch, on the 16th of March, 1618-19. 
His laft will, extracted from the regiflry of the 
Prerogative court, is as follows: 

" Memorandum, That on Frydaye tic twelfth 
ofMarch, Anno Domini, one thouland fix hundred 
and eighteen, Richard Burbage of the parifli of 
Saint Leonard, Slioreditch, in the county of Mid- 
dlcfex, gent, being fick in body, but of good and 

- * •' 1619. Manii 9. Ricbardus Burbadge, alter Rofciuj. 
obiit. " 

fleeni rcgiijaiibi I. Annalmny Apparatus, 410. 1691, 
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perfcft remembrance, did make his lafl will and 
teOamcnt, nuncupative, in manner and form fol- 
lowing; viz. He the faid Richard did nominate 
and appoint his well beloved wife, Winifride Bur- 
bage to be his Cole executrix of all his goods & 
chattels whacfoevcr, in the prefence and hearing of 
the perfons undernamed: 

CuthbertBurbadge, brother to the teflator. 

■ XThe mark of Elizabeth, his wife. 

Nicholas TcJoley. 

Anne Lancafter. 

Richard Robinfon. 
X The mark of Elizabeth Graves. 

Henry Jackfonne. 

Probatum fuit tcflamenttim Juprafcriptum apud 
London, coram judice, ss° Aprilis, 1619. jura- 
mento Winijridc Burbadgr, reli&a diHi defunfti 
& exetutiitis in eodem tejtamento nominal, tux 
commijfa fuit adminijlralio di bene, <bc. jurat" 

Richard Burbadge is introduced in perfon in an 
old play called The Returne from Parnajfvs, (written 
in or about 1602.) and inftrufls a Cambridge 
fcholar how to play the part of King Richard the 
Third, in which Burbadge was greatly admired. 
That he reprefeiited this character, is afcertained 
by Bifhop Corbet; who in his Iter Bortale, fpeaking 
ofhia hoft at Leicefter, tells us. 

11 when lie would have faid, King Richard died, 

ii And **H'd 1 hoife, a horfe, lit Burbagt try'd." 

He probably alfo performed the parts of King 
John, Richard the Second, Henry the Fifth, 
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Timoo, Brutus, Coriolanus, Macbeth, Lear, and. 
Othello. 

He was one of the principal (harcrs or proprietors 
o( the Globe and Blackfriars theatres; and was of 
fuch eminence, that in a letter prefcrved in the 
Biitifli Mureum, written in the year i6i3. (MSS. 
liarl. 7002.) the afiors at the Globe are called 
Bvrbailge's Company. ' 

1 The following character of this celebrated player 
is given by Fleckno in his Skvrt Dijcourje of the 
Englijh Stage, 1664. 

" Me was a delightful Proteus, fo wholly trans- 
forming himfclf into bis parts, and putting off 
himfelf with his c loath s, as he never (not fo much 
as in the tyring houfe) alluined himfclf again, untill 
the play was done. — He had all the parts of an 
excellent orator, animating his words with fpeak- 
ing, and fpcech with action; his auditors being 
never more delighted than when he fpake, (lor 
more forry than when he held his peace: yet even 
then he was an excellent actor ftill: never failing 
in his part, when he had done fpeaking, but with 
his looks and gctture maintaining it ftill to the 
height." 

1 1 fhould not, however, be concealed, that Fleckno 
had previoufly printed this character as a portrait 
of An excellent attar, in general, and there is reafon 
to believe that tins writer never law Burhadge : for 

' In Jonfon's Mtfru of Chrifimas, 1616. Burbad K e and 
Htrainge arc both mentioned ai managers : I could ha' had 
money enough for him, an I would h'a been lempted, and 
ha 1 fei him out by ihe week to the Vine's players : Malkr 
Em-badge hath been about and about with me, and To has 
old Me. Heminge too ; they LV need of him. " 
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Fleck no did not die till about the year 1682 or 
jlib3. and conlequently, fuppofing him then fe- 
venty five years old, he muft have been a boy when 
this celebrated player .died. The teftimony of Sir 
Richard Baker is of more value, who pronounces 
him to have been " fuch an actor, as no age mull 
ever look to -fee the like." Sir Richard Baker was 
born in i558. and died in 1 644,-5. and appears, 
from various paffuges in his works, to have paid 
much attention to the theatre, in defence of which 
he wrote a treatifc." 

In Philpot's additions to Camden's Remains, we 
find an epitaph on this tragedian, more concife 
than even that on Ben Jonfon ; being only, " Exit 
Surbidge." 

The following old epiianh on Burbadge, which 
is found in a MS. in the Mufcum, (MSS. Sloan. 
1786.) is only worthy of prefervatioir, as it thews 
how high the rcpuiadon of this actor was in his 
own age : 

*' Epitaph on Mr. Richard Bubbage, the player.* 

11 This life's a play, fiean'd out by natures arte, 
it Where every mail hatli his allotted pane. , 
tiTliis man ha tie now "(as many more tan tell) 
ii Ended his pari, and he hath afted well, 
ti The piny now ended, think his grave to be 
' 11 The dctirinj; howfc of Ml fad iragedie ; 

it Where to pivc his fame this, be not afraid, 
it Here lies [lie belt tragedian ever plaid." 

• I did not' tilt lately difcover that there !l an original 
'pitfure oT tills admire'd actor in Dulwicli College, or his 
portrait Ihould have been engraved for this work. How- 
ever, the defect will very fpeedily be remedied by Mr. SyU 
vefttr Harding, the icgeniou* artifl whom 1 errijiloved to 

Vol. III. R 
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JOHN HEMINGE 

is faici by Roberts the player to have been a tra- 
gedian, and in conjunction with Con dell, to have 
followed the bufinefs of priming; 7 but it does not 
appear that he had any authority for thel'e affcrtions. 
In fume tract of which I have forgot to prefene 
the title, he is laid to have been the original per- 
former or Falftaff. 

1 fearched the rcgiflcr of St. Mary's Alderman- 
bury, (in which parifh this aclor lived.) for the 
time of his birth, in vain. Ben Jonfon in the year 
1616. as we have jult feen, calls him old Mr. 
Heminge : if at that time lie was fixty years 
of age, then his birth mull be placed in 1 556. I 
fufpeel that both he andBurbadge were SliaUfpeare's 
countrymen, and that Heminge was born at Shot- 
tery, a village in Warwick (hire, at a very fmall 
diftance frojn Stratford-upon-Avon ; where Sbak- 
fpearc found Ins wile. 1 find two families of this 
name fettled in that town early in the reign of 
Queen Elizabeth. Elizabeth, the daughter of John 
Hming of Sliottcry, was baptized at Stratford-upon 

make a copy of the piflure of Lowin at Oxford, wliich'he 
executed with ptrfctl fidelity; and who means to give the 
pnbliik in twenty numbers, at a vtry moderate price, not 
only ail fucli portraits as can be found, of the aclurs who 
pcrfonated the principal charaflcrs ill our author's "plays, 
while be was on the ftagc, hut alfo an affemblage of ge- 
nuine heads of the reai perfunages reprefented in then ; 
together with various views of the different places In which 
the fecne of his hiftorical dramas is placed. Each plate will 
be of the fame fiie as that of Lowln, To as to liitt the 
prcfent edition. 

7 Anfwet to Pope, 17 it). 
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Avon, March ti. 1 567 . This John might have 
been the father of the actor, though I have found 
no entry relative to his baptifm : for he wag 
probably botn before the year i558. when the Re- 
gifler commenced. In the village of Shottcry alio 
lived Richard Htmyng, who had a fon chriflened by 
the name of John, March 7. '1570. Of the Bur- 
badge family the only notice I have found, is, an 
entry in the regifler of the parifh of Stratford, 
October is. l565. on which day Philip Green was 
married in that town to Urfuta Burhadge, who 
might have been filler to James Burbadge, the 
father of the actor, whole marriage I fuppofc to 
have taken place about that time. If this con- 
jecture be well founded, our poet, we fee, had an 
eafy introduction to the theatre. 

John Hemingc appears to have married in or 
before the year i58g. his eldeft daughter, Alice, 
having been baptized October 6. i5go. Betide 
this child, he had four Tons; John, born in 1098. 
who died an infant; a fecond John, baptized Au- 
guO.7. l5gg. William, baptized October 3. 1602. 
and George, baptized February 11. 1603-4. and 
eight daughters; Judith, Thomaline, Joan, Re- 
becca, Beatrice, Eliiabcth, Mary, (who died in 
1611.) and Margaret. Of his daughters four only 
appear to have been married; Alice to John Atkins 
in January, 1613-1 3. Rebecca to Captain William 
Smiih; Margaret to Mr. Thomas Sheppard, and 
another to a perfon of the name of Mere fie Id. The 
eldeft fon, John, probably died in his lather's life- 
time, .as by his laft will he con.'titoted his fon. 
William his executor. 

William, whofe birth Wood has erroncou.lf 
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placed in i6o5.' was a ftudent oi Chri It-church, 
Oxford, where he took the degree of a Mailer of 
Arts in i6a8. Soon after his father's death he 
commenced a dramatick poet, having produced in 
March, i63a-3. a comedy entitled The Courfingt vj 
a Hare, or the Mnricapp, a which was pciioimed at 
the Fortune theatre, but is now loll. He was like- 
wife author of two other plays which are extant; 
The Fatal Contrail, publifhed' in iu53., and 'The 
Jews Tragedy, 1662. 

From an entry in the Council-books at While- 
hall, I find that John Hemingc was one of the 
principal proprietors of the Globe playhotife, be- 
fore the death of Queen Elizabeth. He is joined 
with Shakfpeare, Burbadge, &c. in the licence 
granted by King James immediately after his 
accefhon to the throne in ]6o3. and all the pay- 
ments made by the Treafurer of the Chamber in 
i6i3. on account of plays performed at court, are 
" to John Heminge and the rcil of his fellows." So 
alfo in feveral fnbfequent years, in that and the 
following reign. In i6s3. in conjunction with 
Condell, he publifhed the firft complete edition of 
onr author's plays; ibon after which it has been 
fuppofed that he withdrew from the theatre; but 
this is a miftakc. He certainly then ceafed to ad, 6 

8 MS. Herbert. 

* That he and Condel! had ceaftd 10 ail \a the year 
l6s3. is afcertalned by a pa(Iaj;e in their Addrefs " to tlie 
great varietie of readers," prefixed to our poet's plays. 
*' Keadc him therefore, and againe, and againe : aiid if 
then you do not like film, fnrely you are In fonie manifefl 
danger not (0 underftand him. And fo w'e leave you 10 
other of hii fricndi, whom if you need, can he your guides." 
i. e. their fellow- comedians, who fli!I continued on the llaje, 
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but he continued chief direftor of the king's com- 
pany of comedians to the time of his death. He 
died at his lioufe in Aldei^nanbury, where he had 
long lived, on the i oth of Gdober i63o. in, as I 
coiijcdurc, the 74th or 73th year of his age, and 
was buried on die 12th, as appears by the Regiftcr 
of St. Mary's" Aldermanbury, in which he is ftyled, 
" John Heminge, jilaycr." 

I fufpttlhe died of the plagne, which had raged 
fo violently that year, that thcplayhonfes were fliut 
up in- April, and not permitted to be opened tilt 
the 1 a tli of November, at which time the weekly 
,bilt of thofe who died in London of that diftem- 
per, was diminifhed to twenty-nine. ' His' fon 
"William, into whofe hands his papers mull have 
fallen, furvived him little more than twenty years, 
having died fome time before the year 1 653 : and 
where thofe books of account of which his father 
fpcaks, now are, cannot be afcertained. .One .can- 
not but entertain a wifh that at fome future period 
they may be dif covered, as they undoubtedly would 
throw fome light on our ancient ftage-hiftory. The 
day before his death, John Heminge made his wilt, 
of which I fubjoin a copy, extracted from the 
Regiitry of the Prerogative Conic' In this infi.ru- 
merit he flyles himfelf a grottr, but how he ob- 
tained his freedom of the grocers' company, does 
not appear. 

, and, by representing our audior'a plays, could elucidate 
tliem, and thus ferve as guides 10 the publick. 
• MS. Herbert. 
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" In. the name of God, Amen, the gth day of 
Oflober, l63o. and jji%h,e fixth year of (he reign 
of our fovereign Lord, Charles, by the grace of 
God king ofhngland, Scotland. I-'rancc, and Ireland, 
defender oi tlic faith, &c. I. John Heminge, eitizen 
and grocer of London, being ofperfect mind and 
memory, thanks be therefore given unto Almighty 
God, yet ivcll knowing and confidering the frailry 
and incertainty of man's life, do therefore make, 
ordain, and declare this my laft will and teflament 
in manner and form following. 

Fuji, and principally, I give and bequeath my 
foul into the hands of Almighty God, my Maker 
and Creator, hoping and affuredly believing through 
the only merits, death and paflidn, ofjefus Clirifl my 
faviour and redeemer, to obtain rcmiluon and pardon 
of all my fins, and to enjoy eternal happinefs in the 
kingdom of heaven ; and ray body I .commit to the 
earth, to be buried in chriflian manner, in the 
parifh church of Mary Aldcrmanbury in London, 
as near unto my loving wife Rebecca Heminge, 
who licth there interred, and under the fame Hone 
which lieth in part over her there, if the fame 
conveniently may be: wherein I do defire my 
tfxecutor herein after named carefully to fee my' 
will performed, and that my funeral may be in 
decent and comely manner performed in the even- 
ing, without any vain pomp or coft therein to be 
beflowed. 

Item, My will is, that all fuch debts as I mall 
happen to owe at the lime of my dcccafc to any 
pcrfon or perfons, (being truly and properly mine 



QF THE ENGLISH STAGE. « 47 



own debts,) (hall be well and truly fatisfied and 
paid as Toon after my deceafe as tlie fame conve- 
niently may be ; and to that intent and purpofe my 
witl and mind is, and I do hereby limit and ap- 
point, that all my leafes, goods, chatties, plate, 
and houlehold ftuffc whatever, which I leave or 
ftiall be poffeflcd of at the time of my deceafe, 
(hall immediately after my deceafe be fold to the 
moft and bell benefit and advantage that the lame 
or any of them may or can, and that the monies 
thereby raifed fliall go and be employed towards 
the payment and difcharge of my laid debts, as 
Toon as the fame may be converted into monies 
and be received, without fraud or covin ; and that 
if the fame ieafes, goods, and chattels, fliall not 
raife fo much money as fliall be fuHicient to pay 
my debts, then my will and mind is, and 1 do 
hereby will and appoint, that the moiety or one 
half of the yearly benefit and profit of the fevcral 
parts which I have by icale in the fevcral play- 
houfes of the Globe and Black-fryers, for and 
during fuch time and term as I have therein, be 
from time to time received and taken up by my 
executor herein after named, and by him from 
time to time faithfully employed towards the pay- 
ment of fuch of my faid own proper debts which 
fliall remain unfatisficd, and that proportionally 
to every perlcn and peifons to whom I fliall then 
remain indebted, until by the faid moiety or one 
half of the laid yearly benefit and profit of the faid 
parts they fliall lie fatisficd and paid without fraud 
or covin. And if the faid moiety or one half of 
the faid yearly benefit of my faid parts in the Taid 
play-houfes fliall notin fome convenient time raife 
R 4 
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fufficient moneys to pay my faid own debts, then 
my will and mind is, and I do hereby limit and 
appoint, that the other moiety or half part of the 
benefit and profit of my laid parts in the faid play- 
houfes be alfo received and taken up by my laid 
executor herein after named, and faithfully from 
time to time employed and paid; towards the fpeedier 
fatisfaflion and payment of mv faid debts. And 
then, after my laid debts fhall be fo fatisfied and 
paid, then I limit and appoint the faid bencfitand 
profit ariiing by my laid parts- in the faid play- 
houfes, and the employment of the fame, to be 
received and employed towards the payment of the 
legacies by me herein after given and bequeathed, 
and to the railing of portions for fuch of my faid 
children as at the lime of my deccafe fhall have 
received from me no advan cement.- And I do 
hereby defne my executor herein after named to 
fee this my will and meaning herein to be well and 
truly performed, according to the truft and con- 
fidence by me jn him repofed. 

Item, 1 give, devife, and bequeath, unto -my 
daughter Rebecca Smith, now wife of Captain 
William Smith, my bcflfuit of linen, wrought with 
cutwork, which was her mother's; and to my fon 
Smith, her hulband, his wife's picture, fet up in a 
frame in my houfc. 

Item, I give and bequeath unto my daughter 
Margaret Shcppard, wife of Mr. Thomas Shcppard, 
my red cufhions embroidered with bugle, which 
were her mother's; and to my laid fon Sheppard, 
his wife's picture, which is alio fet np in a frame in 
my houfc. 

Hem, I give and bequeath unto my daughter 
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Elizabeth, my green cufhions which were her 
mother's. 1 

Item, I give and bequeath nnto my daughter 
Mere field my clothe-of-filver ftriped cufliions which 
were her mother's. 

Item, I give and bequeath onto fo many of my ' 
daughter Merefield's, and my daughter Shcppard's 
children, as fliall be living at the time of my de- 
ceafe, fifty {hillings apiece. 

Ittm, I give and bequeath nnto my grandchild, 
Richard Afkins, the fum of five pounds of lawful 
money of England, to buy him books. 

Item, I give and bequeath unto my fon-in-law 
John Atkins, and his now wife, if they (halt be 
living with mc at the time of my deceafe, forty 
millings, to make them two rings, in remembrance 
of me. 

* Ittm, I give and bequeath unto every of my fel- 
lows and fharcrs, his majefties fcrvants, which fhall 
be living at the time of my deceafe, the fum of 
ten (hillings apiece, to make them rings for remem- 
brance of me. 

Item, I give and bequeath unto John Rice, Clerk, 
of St. Saviour's in Southward, (if he fliall be living 
at the time of my deceafe,) the fum of twenty 
fhillings of lawful Englifli money, for a remem- 
brance of my love unto him. 

Item, I give and bequeath unto the poor of the 
parifli of St. Mary, Aldermanbury, where 1 long 
lived, and whither I have bequeathed my body for 
burial, the fum of forty (hillings of lawful Englifh 
money, to be diflributed by the churchwardens of 
the fame parifli where mofl need fliall be. 

Item, My will and mind is, and I do hereby ■ 
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limit and appoint, that the fcveral legaciesandfums 
of money by me herein before bequeathed to he 
paid in money, be raifed and taken out of the yearly 
profit and benefit which fliaH arifc or be made by 
my fcveral parts and (hares in (be fcveral playhoufcs 
called the Globe and ISlacklricrs, after my faid 
debts fhall be paid, with as much fpecd as the fame 
conveniently may be; and I do hereby will, require, 
and charge my execmor herein alter named erpe- 
cially to take care that my debts, firft, and then 
thofc legacies, be well and iruly paid and dif- 
charged, as foon as the fame may be fo raifed by 
the fale of my goods and by the yearly profits of 
my parts and fharcs; and that my cftatc may be fo 
ordered to the beft profit and advantage for the 
better payment of my debts and difchargc of my 
legacies before mentioned with as much fpced as 
the fame conveniently may be, according as I have 
herein before in this will directed and appointed 
the fame to be, without any leflening, diminifhing, 
or undervaluing thereof, contrary to my true intent 
and meaning herein declared. And for the better 
performance thereof, my will, mind, and defire is, 
that my faid parts in the faid play-houfes fhould 
be employed in playing, the bcLEcr to raife profit 
thereby, as formerly the fame have been, and have 
yielded good yearly profit, as bv mv books will in 
that behalf appear. And my will and mind is, and I 
do hereby ordain, limit, and appoint, that after 
my debts, funerals, and legacies fliall be paid and 
fatisfied out of my cflaie, that then the rehdae and 
remainder of my goods, chattels, and credits what- 
focver fhall be equally parted and divided to and. 
auiongft fuch of my children as at the time of my 
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deccafe fliall be unmarried or iraadvanced, and fhall 
not have received from me any portion in marriage 
or othcrwife, further than only for their education 
and breeding, part and part like; and I do hereby 
ordain and make my fon William Heminge to be 
the executor of this my laft will and tcftamcm, re- 
quiring him to fee the fame performed in and by 
all things, according to my true meaning herein 
declared. And 1 do defire and appoint my loving 
friends Mr. Burbage 3 and Mr. Rice to be the over- 
feers of this my laft will and tenement, praying 
them to be aiding and atMing to my laid executor 
with their bell advice and council in the execution 
thereof: and 1 do hereby utterly revoke all former 
wills by me heretofore made, and do pronounce, 
publifh, and declare this to be my laft will and 
leftamcnt. In wituefs whereof I have hereunto 
put my hand and fcal the day and year firft above 
written. 

Probatumfuit tfflamentum Juprajcriptum apudLon- 
don coram venernbiliviro, mngijiro Willitlmo 
Jama, legum doElore, Surregato, undecimo die 
mtttft OUobris, Anno Domini, i63o. jura- f 
menlo Wtllitlmi Htmi'U'c /dii no/uralis ir legi- 
tim. dicii defuncli, 6- exuuton's, cui, <be. de 
bene, <bc. jurat. 

AUGUSTINE I' II I LI PS. 

This performer is likewifc named in'thc licence 
granted by King James in i6o3. It appears from 
Hey wood's Apolo,y for Aclors, printed in iGi 2. that 
he was then dead. .In an extraordinary exhibition, 

' Cuthbert Burbadgr, brolhcr to ihc adlor. 



— Bipzed by Google 



a5a HISTORICAL ACCOUNT 



entitled The Seven deadly Sins, written byTarleton, 
of which the MS. plot or (theme is in my poT- 
fclhon, he rcpiefcnted Sardenapalus. I have not 
been able to learn what parts he performed in our 
author's plays; but believe that he was in tbe fame 
clafs as Kempc, and Aniline ; for he appears, lite 
the former of thele players, to have publifhcd a 
ludicrous metrical piece, which was entered on the 
Stationers' books in i5y5. Philips' s production 
was entitled The Jigg of the Slippers. 

WILLIAM K E M P E 

was the fucceffor ofTarleton. "Here I mud needs 
remember Tarleton, (fays Heywood, in his Apology 
for Aelors,) fn his time gracious with the queen his 
foveraignc, and in the people's general applaufe; 
whom ruccecded Willi Kemp, as well in the favour 
of her majcfUe, as in the opinion and good thoughts 
of the general audience.". From the quarto edi- 
tions of funic of our author's plays, we learn that 
he was the original performer of Dogberry in Much 
Ado about Nothing, and ofPcteriti Romeo and Juliet. 
From an old comedy called The Return from Far- 
tmffus, we may collect that he was the original J ullice 
Shallow ; and the contemporary writers inform us 
that he ufually acted the part of a Clown ; in which 
charter, like Tarleton, he was celebrated for his 
txlrmporal wit. * Launcelut in The Merchant of 
ytitiff. Touch (tone, in As you like it, Launce in 
The Two Gentlemen of Verona, and the Grave-digger 

* Ste p. )43. n, 7. 
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in Hamlet, were probably alio performed by this 
comedian. He was an author as well as an actor. 1 
So early as in the year i5Sg Kcmpe's cornicle 
talents appear to have been highly efiimated, for 
an old pamphlet called An Almond for a Parrot, 
written", I think, by Thomas Nafhe. and publifhed 
about that time, ia dedicated " to that moft corai- 
call and conceited Cavaleire Monfieur du Kcmpe, 
Jeitinonger, and vice-gerent general! to the Ghoft 
of Dicke Tarleton." 

l See 77<r RelumfromParna/fus,* comedy, 1606. " Indeed, 
M. Kempt, you are very famous, Lui that ii as well foe 
workn in prinl as your pan in cue." Kempc's JVew J(f» of 
the KiUhtnjtujf Woman was entered, on ilie books of the 
Stationers' company in l5c,5. at|J in ilie fame year was 
licenfcii to Thomas Coflou, " Kcmpes New Jiggc betwiit a 
Soulditr and a Mifcr and Sym the Clowue." 

Sept. ;. i5g3. was entered on the Stationers' books, by 
R. Jones, "A comcdic en tided A Knack haul to know a 
Knave, newly lot fonli, as ll hath keen fundrye limes plaied 
by Ned Allen, and his company, with Ktmpts applauded 
mcrrymmt of The Ule'i of Gulliam," 

In the Bodleian Library, amoup the books 'jiven to It 
by Kobcrl Burion, is itie following trail, bound up milt 
a few others of the fame lue, iu a quarto volume marked 
L. (isd. an. : 

" Kemps nine dales wonder performed in a daunce from 
London to Norwich. Comaming the plcafure, paints and 
kind entertainment of William kemp between London and 
that city, in his lale mortice. Wherein is fomewltat fct 
downc worth note i to reprooHe the llauuders 1'pred of htm : 
many things merry, nothing hurtful). Written by himfelle, 
to fatlsfie his friends." -(Loud. E. A. for Nicholas Vmg. 
l6oo. b. L — -Willi a wooden iut of Kcmpe as a morris- 
dancer, preceded by a fellow with a pipe and drum, whom 
he [in the book) culls Thomas Slyc, bis tabercr.) It is 
dcdicaied to "The trje ennobled lady, and moll bountiful! 
mJflrls, millris Anne Filton, mayde ol honour lo the moll 
ficred mayde royall queeue iilitjbeth." 
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From a pafTnge in one of Decker's trarTls it may 
be pre fumed that this comedian was dead in the 
year 1609. 6 

In Braithwaitc's Remains, 16 1 S. he is thus com- 
memorated: 

" Upon Kemfe and his Mokice, with his 

EHTArH. 

11 Welcome from Norwich, Ktmpe : all joy 10 fee 

(i Thy fife return morlfcocd luflily. 

(i But out alas ! how foonc's ihy moilcc done, 

(■ And leave tlicc now id dance the fecond part 

.1 With feeble nature, not with nimhlc art ,' 

»Then all thy Irhimpbi fraught with flraini of mirth, 

u Shall be cag'd up within a chcll of earth : 

.1 Shall bt? they ate t thou haft ttane'dthee out of breath; 

it And now muft make tliy patting dance with death." 

THOMAS POPE. 

This aftor likcwifc performed the part of a 
Clown. 7 He died before the year iGoo.* 

GEORGE BRYAN. 

I have not been able to gather any intelligence 
concerning this performer, except that in the c>l- 

6 "Tufh, tufh, Tarleton, Ktmpe, nor Singer, nor all ihc 
litter of fooles that now come drawling behind them, never 
played the cloivnes part mote naturally than the arranteft 
fot of you all." Guli Harafbooie, [Coy. 

7 11 what meanes Singer then, 

u And Poj't, the cWnr, to fptalx lb borilh, when 
it They eouutctfaitc the clownci upon the flagc?" 

HumnuTi O'dmatic, wane a Man ma} be vtrit merie 
ami txcieilrig well ujtd jhr Lis Si/pcnct. (No da(c.| 
1 Heywood'i Apology jor Acfari. 
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hibition of The Seven deadly Sins he Teprefcntcd the 
Earl of Warwick. He was, 1 believe, on the (lagc 
before the year i588. 

HENRY GUNDALL 

is faid by Roberts the player to have been a come- 
dian, but he does not mention any other authority 
for this affection but ftagc-tradition. In Weblter's 
■ Dutchrfs cf Malfy he originally afled the part of the 
Cardinal; and as, when that play was printed in 
162'i. another performer had fucceeded hi in in that 
part, he had certainly before that time retired from 
the ftage. He (till, however, continued to have 
an interell in the theatre, being mentioned with 
the other players to whom a licence was granted 
by King Charles the Firft in i6a5. He had pro- 
bably aconhdcrablc portion of the jharts or property 
of the Globe and Blackfriars theatres. This adlor 
as well as Heminge lived in Aldermanbury, in 
which parifh he fcrved the office of Sideman in the 
year 160'i. • I have not been able to ascertain his 
age; but he appears to have married about the 
year i5g8. and had eight children, the eldeft of 
whom was bom in Feb. i5gS-go,. and died an in- 
fant. Three only of his children appear to have 
furvived him; Henry, born in 1600. Elizabeth 
in i6o(i. and William, baptized May 26. 1611. 
Before his death he rcfided for fome time at Ful- 
bam, but he died in London, and was buried in 
his parifh church in Aldermanbury, Dec. 29. 1627. 
On the J 3th of that month he made his will, of 
which I fubjoin a copy, exttafted from the regiftry 
of the Prerogative Court. 
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" In the name of God, Amen, 1 Henry Cundalt 
of London, gentleman, being fkk in body, but 
of perfect mind and memory, laud and praife be 
therefore given to Almighty God, calling to my 
remembrance that there is nothing in this world 
more fure and certain to mankind than death, 
and nothing more uncertain than the hour thereof, 
do therefore make and declare this my laft will 
and teftamcnt in manner and form following; that 
is to fay, hill I commend my foul into the hands 
of Almighty God, irufling and alfuredly believing 
that only by the merits of the precious death and. 
palfiou of my Lord and Saviour Jel'us Chrifl I fhall 
obtain full and free pardon and remiffioD of all my 
fins, and fhall enjoy evcilafting life in the kingdom 
of heaven, amougft the cleft children of God. 
1 My body I commit to the earth, to be decently 
buried in the night-time in fuch parilh where it 
fliall plcafe God to call rac. My worldly fuljftancc 
1 difpofe of as followeth. And firft concerning 
all and Gngnlai my freehold niefl'uages, lauds, 
tenements and hereditaments whaifoever, with their 
and every of their appurtenances, whereof 1 am 
and Hand fcized of any manner of eftate of in- 
heritance, I give, devife and bequeath the fame 
as followeth: 

Imprimis, I give, devife and bequeath all and 
Angular my freehold meffuages, lands, tenements 
and hereditaments whaifoever, with their and every 
of their appurtenances, fituate, lying and being in 
Helmett-court in the Strand, and clfewhcre, in the 
county of Middlefex, unto Elizabeth my well 
beloved wife, for and during the term of her na- 
tural life; and from and immediately after her 
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deccafe, unto my fon Henry Cundall, and to the 
heirs of his body lawfully to be begotten, and for 
want of Inch ilfue unto my Ton William Cundall, 
and to the heirs of his body lawfully to be begotten; 
and for default of Rich ilfue unto my daughter 
Elizabeth Finch, and to her heirs and afligus for 
ever. 

Item, I give, devife and bequeath all and lingu- 
lar ray freehold raeffuages, lands, tenements, and 
hereditaments, whatfoever, with their and every of 
their appurtenances, lituate, tying and being in the 
patifli of St. Bride, alias Bridgctt, near Fieet-Areet, 
London, and elfewhcrein the city of London, and 
the fuburbes thereof, unto my well beloved wife 
Elizabeth Cundall and to heraffigns, umillmy faid 
fon William Cundall his term of apprcnticchood 
fiiall be fully expired by effluxion of time; and 
from and immediately alter the faid term of ap- 
prenticehood {hall be fo fully' expired, 1 give, 
devife and bequeath the fame mefTuajes and pre- 
miles fituate in the city of London, and the fub- 
urbes thereof, unto ruv faid fon William Cundall, 
and to the heirs of his body lawfully to lie begotten, 
and for default of Inch ilfue, unto my fr.id fon Henry 
Cundall, and to the heirs of hisboc'.v lawfully to be. 
begotten, and for default of uich ili'ue unto my faid 
daughter Elizabeth Finch, and to her heirs and 
afligns for ever. And as concerning all and lingular 
my goods, chattels, plate, houfchold fluff, ready 
money, debts, and perlonal cflate, whatfoever and 
whercfocver, 1 give, devife, and bequeath the fame 
as followeth: viz. 

Imprimis, Whereas lam executor of the lad will 
and tefiament of John Underwood, deceafed, and 

Vol. III. S 
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by Force of the fame executorfbip became poffeffed 
of To mu>:li of [lie perfoual eflate of the laid John 
Underwood, which is expreffed in an inventory 
thereof, made and by nie exhibited in-due form of 
law into the ecclenaftlcal court. And whereas alio 
in difcharge of my faid executorfhip 1 have from 
lime tu time difburfed divers funis of money in the 
education and bringing up of the children of the 
faid John Underwood deceafed as by myaccompts 
kept in that behalf appeareth. Now in difcharge 
ot my conference, and in full performance of the 
trufi repofedin mc by the faid John Underwood, 
1 do charge my executrix faithfully to pay to the 
furvtving children of the faid John Underwood all 
and whadbever fliall be found and appear by my 
accompts to belong unto them, and to deliver unto 
them all fuch rings as was their late father's, and 
which are by nie kept by thcmfelves apart in a 
httle cafket. 

I'im, 1 do make, name, ordain and appoint my 
faid well beloved wife, Elizabeth Cundall, the full 
and Cole executrix of this my lalt will and tefla- 

fwer the contrary before Almighty God at the 
drtadliil day of judgment, that flte will trucly and 
faithfully perform the fame, in and by all things 
according to my true intent and meaning; and I 
do eamellly dclirc my very loving friends, John 
Hcminge, gentleman, Cuthbert Burbage, gentle- 
man, my ibn-in-hiw Herbert Finch, and Peter 
Saundcrlon, giocer, to be my overfecrs, and to be 
aiding and amfling tinto my faid executrix in the 
due execution and performance of this my laft will 
and teltaiucut. Aud 1 give and bequeath to every 
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of my faid four ovcrfceTS the fum of five pounds 
apiece to buy each of them 3 piece of plate. 

Item, I give, devife, and bequeath., unto my 
'faid fon William Cundall, all the clear yearly rents 
and profits which Ib'slI ariie and come from the 
time of my dcteafc, of and by my leafes and- terms 
of years, of all my melfuases, houfes, and places, 
fituate in the. Black friars London, and at the Bank- 
fide in the county of Surry, until fuch time as that 
the full fum of three hundred pounds by thole rents 
and profits may be railed for a flock for my faid 
fon William,? if he fhall fo long live. 

Ilen>, for as much as I have by this my will dealt 
very bountifully with my well beloved wife Eliza- 
beth Cundall, confidering my eftate, 1 do give and 
bdqueath unto my fon Henry Cundall for his main- 
tenance, either at the univerfity or elfewhcrc, one 
annuity or yearly fum of thirty pounds of lawful 
money of England, to be paid unto my faid fon 
Henry Cundall, or his affigns, during all the term 
of the natural life of the faid Elizabeth my wife, 
if my faid fon Henry Cundall fhall fo long live, at 
the four moft ufual feaft-days or terms in the year, 
that is to fay, at the feafts of the birth of our Lord 
Jefos Chrift, the Annunciation of the bleifed Virgin 
Mary, Nativity of Saint John Iiaptift, and St. 
Michael the Archangel; or within the fpace of 
twenty and eight days next enfuing after every of 
the fame feaft-days, by even and equal portions: 
the firft payment thereof to begin and to be made 
at fuch of the faid feaft-days as fhall firil and next 
happen after the day of my deccafe, or within the 

• Hi wai ptooanly bound apprentice to Peter Sauadcrfon, 
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fpace of twenty and eight days next enfuing after, 
the fame fcaft-dny. 

Hem, 1 give and bequeath unto widow Martin 
and widow Gimber, to cadi of .them refpcftively, 
for and dnring all the terms of their natural lives 
fevcrally, if my leafes and terms of years of and 
in my houfes in Aidermanbury in London fltall fa 
long continec nnexpired, one annuity or yearly film 
of twenty fliillings apiece, of lawful money of 
England, to be paid onto them fevcrally, by even 
portions quarterly, at the fcaft-days above men- 
tioned, or within the fpace of twenty and eight 
days next enfuing after every of the fame feaii- 
days; the firft payment of them fevcrally to begin 
and to be made' at fuch of the faid feafts as fliall 
fiift and next happen after my deccafe or within 
the fpace of twenty and eight days next enfuing 
after the fame feaft. 

//tin, I give, devife, and bequeath, unto the, 
poor people of the parifh of Fulham in the county 
ofMiddlefex, where I now dwell, the CumoFEve 
■ pounds, to be paid to mailer Doctor Clcwctt, and 
maftcr Kdmond Powell of Fulham, gentleman, and 
by them to be diftributed. 

Item, I give, devife, and bequeath unto my faid 
well beloved wife Elizabeth Cundall, and to my 
faid well beloved daughter Elizabeth Finch, all 
my houfehold fluff, . bedding, linen, brats, and 
pewter, whatfoevcr, remaining and being as well 
at my houfe in Fulham aforcfaid, as alfo in my 
houfe in Aidermanbury in London; to be equally 
divided between them part and part alike. And 
for the more equal dealing in that behalf, I will, 
appoint, and rcqucft my faid overfeers, or th» 
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greater number of diem, to make diviGon thereof, 
and then my wife to have the preferment of the 
- choice. 

htm, I giveandbequeath unto my coufin Frances 
Guniey, alias Hulfe, my aunt's daughter, the fum 
of five pounds, and I give unto the daughter of 
the faid Frances the like fum of five pounds. 

Item, I give, devife and bequeath unto fuch and 
fo many of the daughters of my coufin Gilder, late 
of New Buckcnham in die county of Norfolk, dc- 
ccafed, as fhall be living at the time of my deccafe, 
the fum of five pounds apiece. 

Item, I- give and bequeath unto my old fervant 
Elisabeth Wheaton, a mourning gown and forty 
millings in money, and that place or priviledge 
which flie now exercifeth and eiijoyeth in the 
houfes of the Blackfryers, London, and the Globe 
on the Bankfide, for and during all the term of her 
, natural life, if my eftate fhall fo long continue in 
the premifes; and I give unto the daughter of the 
faid Elizabeth Wheaton the fum of five pounds, 
to be paid unto the faid Elizabeth Wheaton, for 
the ufe of her faid daughter, within the fpacc of 
one year next after my deccafe. And 1 do hereby 
will, appoint and declare, that an acquittance under 
the hand and feal of the faid Elizabeth Wheaton, 
upon the receipt of the faid legacy of five pounds, 
for the ufe of her faid daughter, (hall be, and fhall 
be deemed, adjudged, conftrued, and taken to be, 
both in law and in equity, unto my now executrix 
a fufficient rcleafc and difcharge for and concern- 
ing the payment of the fame. 

Item, I give, devife, and bequeath, all the reft 
and reudue of my goods, chattels, Uafes, money 
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debts, and pcrfonal eilatc, whatfoevcr, andwhcTC- 
foevcr, (after my debts (hall be paid and my fu- 
neral charges and all other c barges about the 
execution of this my will firfl. paid and di (char- 
ged) unto my (aid well beloved wife, Elizabeth 
Cundall. 

Item, My will and mind is, and I do hereby de- 
fire and appoint, that all fuch legacies , gifts and bc- 
quefts as I have by this my will given, devifed or 
bequeathed unto any perfon or perfons, for pay- 
ment whereof no certain time is hereby before 
limited or appointed, fliall be well and truly paid 
bp my executrix within the fpace of one year next 
after my deccafc. Finally, I do heTeby revoke, 
countermand, and make void, all former wills, 
teflaments, codicils, executors, legacies, and bc- 
qucfts, whatfoevcr, by me at any time heretofore 
named, made, given, or appointed; willing and 
minding that the re pre fen ts only fliall ft and and be 
taken for my laft will and teftameut, and none 
oilier. In witnefs whereof 1 the faid Henry 
Cundall, the teflator, to this my prefent lall will 
and teftament, being written on nine fheets of 
paper, with my name fubferibed to every fheet, 
have fet my fcal, the thirteenth day of December, 
in the third year of the reign of onr fovereign lord 
Charles, by the grace of God king of England, 
Scotland, France, and Ireland, defender of the 
Jaith, 8cc. 

HENRY CUNDALL. 

Signed, fealed, pronounced and declared, by the: 
faid Henry Cnndall, the teflator, as his laft will 
and teflament, on the day and year above written. 
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in the prcfence of us whofe names are here under 
written : 

Robert Yonge. 

Hum. Dyfon, Notary Publique. 
And of me Ro. Dickens, fervant unto the 
faid Notary. ' 

Probatumfuit tejiamtnlum Jvprajcriptumapud Land, 
coram magijtro Rickardo Tranche, legum dociore. 
Surrogate, 34° die Februarii, 1637. juramento 
Elhabaka Cundall, reliSa diBi dejunfti & 
txtcutr. cut, ire. dc bene, ire. jurat. 

WILLIAM SLY 
was joined with Shakfpeare, Sec' in the licence 
granted in 1 6o3. — He is introduced, perfnnally. in 
the induction to Marflon's Malecontetil, 1604. and 
from his there tiling an affecled phrafe of OfricL's 
in Hamlet, we may collect that he performed that 
part. He died before the year 1612. 1 

RICHARD COWLEY , 
appears to have been an ailor oTa low clafs, having 
performed the part of Verges in Muck Ado about 
Nothing. He lived in the parifh of St. Leonard, 
'Shorcditch, and had two fons baptized there ; 
Cuthbert, born in i5g7 . and Richard, born in 
i5gg. I know not when this atflor died. 

JOHN LOWIN 
was a principal performer in thefe plays. If the . 
date on his pidlure * in the Afltmolean Mufeum al 
1 Heywood's Apology for ASon. 

1 This date, which the engraver of the annexed portrait 

s * 
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Oxford is accurate, he was bom in 1576. Wright 
mentions in his Hijlorta Hijlrionica that " before 
the wars he ufed to aft the part. of r'alflalf with 
mighty applaufc;' 1 but without doubt he means 
during the reign of King Charles the Firft, from 
1625 to 1641. When our poet's King Hairy IV. 
was firft exhibited, Lowin was bui twenty-one 
years old; it is therefore probable that Heminge 
or fome other aflor, originally rcprefented the fat 
knight, and that feveval years alterwards the part 
'was rehgned to Lowin. 

He is faid by Roberts the player to have alfo 
performed King Henry the Lighth and Hamlet; 
but with relpccl. to the latter his account is cer- 
tainly erroneous; for it appears from more ancient 
writers, that Jofeph Taylor was the original per- 
former of that character. 4 

Lowin is introduced, in perfon, in the Induction 
to- Maritou's Mnlccotilcnl, printed in 1604. and he 
and Taylor arc mentioned in a copy of verfes, 
written in the year i632. foon after the appearance 
of Joufon's Magncliik Lady, as the two mofl ce- 
lebrated aclors of [hat time: 

(l Let Uuia. ccafe, and Tyler fcorn to touch 

■■ The loathed HagL, for thou halt made it luch." 

Befidc the parts already mentioned, this aclov 
reprefented the following characters: Moiofc, in 
ThcSiU'it Woman; — Volpoue, in TheFox; — Mam- 
mon,- in The Alchymtjl; — Melantius, in The Maid's 
Tragedy;— Aubrey , in TAc Bloody Brother ,— Bofola, 

[!. 1. in Mr, Malone's edition, 179c] has inadvertently 
omitted, ii — •' 1640. £tat. G4." 

* Jiifiot, llijiiian. and fojeius Angluantu, 
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in The Dutckeft ofMalfy; — Jacomo, in The Dc- 
ftrvingFavouritt,— Eubulus, inMaffinger's PMurej 
— Domitian, in Tltt Roman A&or ; — andBelleur, in 
Tkt Wild Gaoft Chace. 

Though Hcmingc and Conddl continued to have 
an intereft in the theatre to the time of their death, 
yet about the year i6i3. I believe, they ceded to 
acl; and that the management had in the next year 
devolved on Lowin and Taylor, ts atcertained by 
the following note made by Sir Henry Herbert in 
his office-book, under the year i(i33. 

" On fridaythe nineteenth ofO&ober. 1 i633. 
I fent a warrant by a melfenger of the chamber to 
fupprefs The Tamer Tamd, to the Kings players, for 
that aftcnioone, and it was obeyd ; upon complaints 
offoidc and offcnlive maters conteyned therein. 

". They arted The Scornful Lady inftead of it. 
I have enterd the warrant here. 
, ' Thefc are to will and require you to forbearc 
the ac'tiuge of your play called The Tamer Tamd, 
or the Taminge of Ike Tamer, this afternoone, or 
any more till you have leave from mcc ; and this 
at your perill. 'On Iriday morninge the iS Oclob. 
1633. 

' To Mr. Taylor, Mr. Lowins, or any of the . 
King's players at the Blackfryers.' 

" On faterday morningc followinge the booke 
■was brought mec, and at my Lord of Hollands 
rcquelt I returned it to the players y e monday 
morningc after, purged of oaths, prophanefs, and 
ribaldrye, beingy c 21 of Oclob. 1 633. 

! So ihc MS. diough afitrwsrds Sir Hcury Herbert calls 
it " fridiiy the iSih." 
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." Becaufe the floppinge of the acting of this 
play for that afternoone, it being an ould play, 
hath rayfcd fomc difcourfe in the players, though 
no difobedience, I have thought fitt to infert here 
ther fubmimon npon a former difobedience, and to 
declare that it concernes the Mailer of the Revells 
to bee carefull of their ould revived playcs, as of 
their new, fince they may conteyne offenCvc matter, 
which ought not to be allowed in any time. 

" The Mailer ought to have copies of their ' 
new playcs left with him, that he may be able to 
fliew what he hath allowed or difallowed. 

." All ould plays ought to bee brought to the 
Mailer of the Revells, and have his allowance to 1 
them for which he fhould have his fee, fince they 
may be full of offenfive things agliinft church and 
flate; y e rather that in former time the poetts 
tooke greater liberty than is allowed them by mee. 

" The players ought not to fludy their parts till 
I have allowed of the booke. 

' To Sir Henry Herbert, K. 1 mafler of his 
Majefties Revels. 
' After our humble fervifc* remembred unto 
your good worfliip, Whereas not long fince we 
acted a play called The Spanijlit Viceroy, not being 
licenfed under yourworfbips hahde, nor alio wd of; 
wee doc confefs and herby acknowledge that wee 
have offended, and that it is in your power to 
punifhe this offenfe, and are very forty for it; and 
doe like wife promife herby that wee will not aft 

* In (lie margin here Sir Henry Herbert his added tliii 
nolt; "*Tij entered here for a remembrance agiinll their 
djforderi." 
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any play without your hand or fubftituts hereafter, 
nor doe any thinge thatmay prejudice Lhc authority 
of your office : So hoping that this humble fub- 
mifGon of ours may bee accepted, wee have thcr- 
unto felt our hands. This twentie the of Dcccmb. 
1624. 



John Lowen. 
John Shancke. 
John Rice. 
Will. Rowley. 



Richard Robinfon. 
El yard Swanfton. 

Thomas Pollard. Will. Rowley. 

Robert Benfcilde. Richard Sharps, 

George Burght. 

" Mr. Knight, 
" In many things you have faved mee labour; 
yet whet your judgment or penn fayld you, I have 
made boulde to ufc mine. Purge ther parts, as I 
have the booke. And I hope every hearer and 
player will tbinke that I have done God good fer- 
vife. and the quality no wronge; who hath no 
greater enemies than oaths, prophanefs, and pub- 
Iique ribaldry, which for the future I doe abiblutely 
forbid to bee prefented unto mce in any playbooke, 
as you will ani'wer it at your perill. ai Ock>b. 
i633." 

" This was fubferibed to their play of The Tamer 
Tamd, and directed to Knight, their book-keeper, 

" The 34 Oftob. if>33. howins and Swanfton 
were forry for their ill manners, and craved my 
pardon, which I gave them in prefence of Mr. 
Taylor and Mr. Benfeilde." 

After the fuppreffion of the theatres, Lowin be- 
came very poor. In i65a. in conjunction with 
Jofeph Taylor, he publijhed Fletcher's comedy 
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called Tlie Wild Goojt Chafe, for bread ; and in his 1 
latter years lie kept an inn {The Three Pidgeons) at. 
Brentford, in which town, Wright fays, he died 
very old. 7 But that writer was miaaken with re- 
fpecl to the place of his death, for he died in Lon- 
don at the ace of eighty-three, and was buried in 
the ground belonging to the parifh of St. Martin 
in the Fields. March 18. i658-g. On the 8th of 
the following Odober adrainillration of the goods 
Of John, Lowin was granted to Martha Lowin, I 
fuppofe the actor's widow. In the Regiflcr of 
peTfons buried in the pafifh of Brentford, which I 
carefully examined, no perfon of this name is 
mentioned between the years i65o. and i66u. 

SAMUEL CROSS. 
This aflor was probably dead before the year 1 600. 
for Hcywood, who had himielf written for the 
ftage before that time, fays he had never Teen him. 

ALEXANDER COOKE. 

From The Plait of the Seven deadly Sinru, it ap- 
pears, that this aflor was on the flagc before i58S. 
and was the flage-heroine. He a£led fome woman's 
part in Jonfon's Srjanns, and in The Fox; and we 
may prefume, performed all the principal female 
characters in our author's plays. 

SAMUEL GILBURNE. Unknown. 

ROBERT A R M I N. 

performed in The Althcmijl in 1610. and was alive 
in 16 1 1 . fome verfes having been addretled to him 
' JHJltu Hjfiritn. p. 10. 
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in that year by John Davies of Hereford; from 
which he appears to have occafionally performed 
the part of the Fool or the Clown.* 

He was author of a comedy called The Two 
Maids, of Wort-clafkc [Mortlakt it ought to be.] 
1609. I have alfo a book, called A jYtfi ojjYinmcs 
/imply of themf elves, without compound, by Robert 
Armin, pubhfhcd in 1608. And at Stationers' 
Hall was entered in the fame year, " a book called 
Phantafm iht Italian Taylor and his Boy, made by 
Mr. Armin, fervant to his majclly." 

Mr. Oldys, in his MS. notes on Langbaine, fays, 
that " Armin was an apprentice at fir It to a gold- 
fhiith in Lombard-dree t." He adds, that " the 
means of his becoming a player is recorded in 
Tailcton's jcfls, printed in 1611. where it appears, 
this 'prentice going often to a tavern in Grace - 
church-ftreet, to ( dim the keeper thereof, who was 
a debtor, to his matter, Tarltlon, who of the mafter 
of that tavern was now only a lodger in it. few 
fonie verfes written by Armin on the wainfcot, 
upon his mailer's faid debtor, who ft: name was 
Charles Tarltlon, and liked them fo well, that he 
wroie others under them, prophecying, that as he 
was, fo Armin fhould be: therefore, calls him li is 
adopted foil, to wear the Clown's fuit after him. 
And fo it fell out, for the boy was fo pleafed with 
what Tarleton had written of him, fo refpeftcd 

* 'i To lioneft, gamtfomr, Robert Armint, 

» Who tickles the fpleene like a barm I eft vermin." 
11 Armine, what (hill I fay of thee, but this, 
ti Thou ait a fool and knave; — both? — lie, I mifi, 
o And wrong thee much ; fith thou indeed art neither, 
it Although \ajhm thoup/orrjJ both, together." 
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his perfon, fo fiequemed his plays, and fa learned 
. his humour and manners, that from his private 
practice he came to publick playing his parts ; that 
he was in good repute for the fame at the Globe on 
the Bank-fide, kc. all the former part of King 
James's reign." 

WILLIAM OSTLER 

had been one of the children of the Chapel ; having 
afted in Jonfon's Poctafier, together with Nat. 
Field, and John Underwood, in 1C.01. and is laid 
to have performed women's pans. In 1610 both 
he and Underwood acted as men in Ben Jonfon's 
AichcmiJL In Davies's Scourge of Folly, there are 
Tome verfes addreifed to him with this tide: " To 
the Rojdus. of thefc times, William Offlcr." He 
aflcd Antonio in Wcbfter's Dulchefs of Ma Iff, in 
i653. 1 know not when he died. 

NATHANIEL FIELD.! 
JOHN UNDER WOOD.} 

Roth thefc aclors had been children of the 
Chapel;* and probably at the Globe and Black- 
- friars theatres performed female parts. Field, 
when he became too manly to reprcfent the cha- 
racters of women, played the part of Bujfy tt'Ambois 
in Chapman's play of that name. From the pre- 
face prefixed to one edition of it, it appears that 
he was dead in 1641. 

There is a good portrait of this performer in 
Dulwich College, in a very fingular •drefs. 

» See Cynthia s Retch, 1601. in which they both ailed. 
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Fleckno, in his little trail on the Englith Stage, 
fpeaks of hira as an aftor of great eminence. A 
perfon of iliis name was the author of two comedies, 
called A Woman s a Weathercock, and Amends for 
Ladies, and afiiftcd Maflinger in writing The Fatal 
Dowry, but he fcarcely could have been the player ; 
for the firft of the comedies abovemen tinned was 
printed in i ft i a. at which time this actor muft have 
been yet a youth, having performed as one of the 
Children of the Revels, injonfon's Silmt Woman, 
in 1609. 

The only intelligence I have obtained of John 
Underwood, befide- what I have already mentioned, 
is, that he performed the part of Delio in The 
Dulchejs of Malfy, and that he died either in the 
latter end of the year 1604 or the beginning of 
the following year, having fitft made his will, of 
which the following is a copy: 

" In the name of God, Amen. I John Under- 
wood, of the parifli of Saint Bartholomew the Lefs, 
in London, gent, being very w.eak and fick in 
botiy, but, thanks be given to Almighty God, in 
pcrle£l mind and memory, do make and declare 
my laft will and* teflamcnt, in manner and form 
following: viz. Firft, I commend and commit my 
foul to Almighty God, and my body to the earth, 
to be buried at the difcretion of my executors; 
and my worldly goods and eftate which it hath 
pleafed the Almighty God to blefs me with, I 
will, bequeath, and difpofe as folio we th ; that is 
to fay, to and amongft my five children, namely, 
John UndcrvAtod, ■ Elizabeth Underwood, Bur- 
bage Underwood , Thomas Underwood , and 
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Ifabell Underwobti, (my debts and other lcgnciei 
herein named paid, and my funeral and other 
juft dues and duties difcharged) all and Angu- 
lar my goods, houfehold fluff, plate and other 
things what foe ver in or about my now dwelling 
houfe, orelfewhere; and alfo all the jight, title, or 
interefl, part or Chare, that 1 have and enjoy at this 
prefen t by leafe or otherwife, or ought to have, 
ponds and enjoy in any manner or kind at this 
prefen t or hereafter, within the Blaekfryars, Lon- 
don, or in the company of his Ma jellies fervants, my 
loving and kind fellows, in their lioufc there, or 
at the Globe on the Bankfide; and alfo that my 
part and fliarc or due in or out ol the play houfe 
called the Curtaine, fituate in or near Hollo way 
in the parilli of St. Leonard, London, or in any 
other place; tD my faid five children, equally and 
proportionably to be divided amongll them at 
their feveral ages of one and twenty years; and 
during their and every of their minorities, for and 
towards their education, maintenance, and placing 
in the world, according to the difcretion, direction, 
and care which I repofe in my executors. Pro- 
vided always and my true intern and meaning is, 
that my faid executors .fhall not alienate, change or 
alter by Talc or otherwife, direaiy or indirectly, 
any ray part or Share which I now have or ought 
to hold, have, poffefs, and enjoy in' the faid play- 
lioul'es called the Biacklryars, the Globe on the 
Bancke-fidc, and Curtaine aforementioned, or any 
of them, but that- the increafe and benefit out and 
from the lame and every of them mall come, 
accrue and arife to my faid executors, as now it is 
to me, to the ufe of my faid children, equally to 
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be divided amorigft them. Provided idib that if 
the life and iticreafe of my faid eflate given (as 
aforefaid) to my faid children, (hall prove insuf- 
ficient or defective, in refpect of the young years 
of my children, for their education and placing 
of them as my faid executors fliall think meet, 
iben my will and true meaning is, that when the 
elded of my faid children (hall aitain to the age of 
one and twenty years, my faid executors fliall pay 
or caufe to be paid unto him. or her io furviving or 
attaining, his or her equal fiiare of my cllate fo 
remaining undifburfed or tindifpofed for the ufes 
aforefaid in their or either of their hands, and fo 
for every or any of my faid children attaining to 
the age aforefaid: yet if it iliall appear or feem lit 
at the completion of my faid children every or any 
of them at their faid full age or ages, which fliall 
lirfl happen, my eflate remaining not lo be equally 
iliared or difpofed amongft the reft furviving in 
minority, then my will is, that it fliall be left to 
my executors to give unto my child fo attaining 
tiie age as they fliall judge will be equal to the relt 
furviving and accompliihing the aforclaid age ; and 
if any of them fliall die or depart this life before 
they accomplifh the faid age or ages, I will and 
bequeatii their part, fliare or portion to them, him 
or her farviving, at the ages aforefaid, equally to 
be divided by my executors as aforefaid. And I 
do hereby nominate and appoint my loving friends 
(in whom I repofe my trull for performance of the 
premifes) Henry Cundell, Thomas Sanford, and 
Thomas Smith, gentlemen, my executors of this 
my lafl will and tcflament; and do intreat my 
loving friends, Mr. Jobn Heraingc, and John 
Vol. III. T 
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Lowyn, my fell owes, overfeers of the fame my taft 
will and teltameiu : anil I give to my raid executors 
and overfccrs for their pains (winch I entreat them 
to accept) the fum of eleven ihillings apiece to buy 
thqm rings, to wear in remembrance of me. In 
witnefs whereof I have hereunto let my hand and 
feal the fourth day of October, in the year of our 
Lord one thoufand fix hundred twenty four. 

JOHN UNDERWOOD. 

A Codieil to be annexed to the laft will and 
teftameut of John Underwood, laie of the parifli 
of Little St. Bartholomew, London, deccafed, 
made the tenth day of the month of Oilobcr, 
Anno Domini one thoufand fix hundred twenty 
lour or thereabouts, viz. his intent and meaning 
was, and fo he did will, difpofe, and bequeath (if 
his cuate would thereunto extend, and it fhould 
feem convenient to his executors,) thefe particu- 
lars following in manner and form following: Jcilt. 
to his daughter Elizabeth two feal rings of gold, 
one with a death's head, the other witli a red none 
in it. To his Ton John Underwood a feal ring oF 
gold with an A and a 6 in it. To Burbage Un- 
derwood a feal ring with a blue ftone in it. To 
Ifabell one hoop ring of gold. To his faid foil 
John one hoop ring of gold. To his faid daugh- 
ter Elizabeth one wedding ring. To his faid fon 
Burbage one hoop ring, black and gold. To his. 
faid fon Thomas one Hoop ring of gold, and one 
gold ring with a knot. To his faid daughter Ifa- 
bell one blue faphirc and one joint ring of gold. 
To John Underwood one half dozen of filver 
fuootis and one gilt fpoon. To Elizabeth one 
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filver fpoon and three gilt fpoons. To Burbage 
Underwood, his fori aforenamed, one great gilt 
fpoon, one plain bowl and one rough bowl. To 
Thomas Underwood his fon, one hlver porrenger, 
one Giver taller, and one gilt fpoon. To I Cabell 
his faid daughter, thr.ee Diver fpoons, two gilt 
fpoons, and one gilt cup. Which was fo had and 
done before fuffident and credible .witnefs, the 
faid telhtor being of perfeft mind and memory. 
Probalum fuit leflamentum fuprajcriplum una cum 
coiicillo eidem anntx. apud London, coram 
jtldicc, prima die men/is Februarii, Anno Do- 
mini 1624. juramcnto Hcnrici Cuhdell, unius 
executor, cui, ire. de bene, ire. jurat, refer- 
vala potejlatc fitniltm commijfionem faihndi 
Thome Sandford & Thome Smith, executoribus 
etiam tn hijufmodi trjlamtnto nominat. cum 
vtntrint earn peliiur. 

NICHOLAS TOOLEY 
adVl Forobofco in The Dutchef of Ma Iff. From 
the Piatt of the Seven deadly Sinns, it appears, that 
he fomctimes reprcfented female characters. He 
performed in The Akhemijl in 1610, 

WILLIAM ECCLESTONE. 

This performer's name occurs for the firft time 
in Benjonfon's AlchemiJ, if) 10. No other ancient 
piece (that I have feenj contains any memorial of 
this aflor. 

JOSEPH TAYLOR 
appears from Tome verfes already cited, to have 
teen a celebrated aftor. According to Downes the 
T 2 
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prompter, lie ivas inflj ulICi.I by Shakfpcatelo play 
Hamlet; and Wright in his Hifioria Hijlrionica. 
lays, " He performed that part incomparably well.™ 
From the remembrance of his performance of 
Hamlet, Sir William D'Avcnant is raid to have 
conveyed his inftruc-tions to Mr. Better ton. Taylor 
like wife playe'd lago. He alio performed True- 
wit in The Silent Woman, Face in The AUhmifi,* 
and Mofca in Volpont; bin not originally. 1 He 
reprefented Ferdinand in The Butt kefs of Malfy, 
after the death of Burbadge. He acted Mathias 
in The P'tfure, byMaffinger; Pans in The Roman 
Allor; the Duke in Carlell's Deferring Favourite; 
Rollo in T'Ac Bloody Brother; and Mirabel in The 
Wild Goafe Chafe. There arc verfes by ibis per- 
former prefixed to Maffinger's Roman Aaor, 1629. 

In the year 1614. Taylor appears to have been 
at the bead of a diftinft company of comedians, 
who were diainguifhed by the name of The Lady 
ElhabctKs Servants.* However, he afterwards 
returned to his old friends; and after the death of 
Burbadge, 1 Heminge and Condell, he in conjunc- 
tion witli John Lowin and EHard Sivanfton had 
the principal management ol the king's company. 
In Sept. iC3o he was appointed Yeoman of the 
Revels in ordinary to his Majefty, in the room of 
Mr. William Hunt. There were certain perqai- 
fitcs annexed to this office, and a falary of fixpencc 
a day. When he was in attendance on die king 
he had 31. 6s. 8d. per month. 

■ HiJI. Hiftrkn. 

' Taylor's name docs nor occur in the liil of aclon printed 
by Joofon at the end of ftlbmt. 
* MS. Verrae. 
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I find from Fleckno's Ckarattcrs, that Taylor 
died either in the year i'653 or in the following 
year : ' and according to Wright he was buried at 
Richmond. The Kcgiflcr of that pa riff] antece- 
dent to the Refloration, being loft, 1 am unable 
to afcertain that fact. He was' probably near 
feventy years of age at the time of his death.. 

He is faid by iomc to have painted the only 
original picture of Shakfpeaie now extant, in the 
poffeffion of the duke of Chandos. By others, 
with more probability, Richard Burbadge is re- 
ported to have been the painter: for among the 
pictures in Dulwich college is one, which, in the 
catalogue made in the time of Charles the Second by 
Cartwright the player, is faid to have been painted 
by Burbadge. 

ROBERT BENFIELD 

appears to have been a fecond -rate a£lor. He per- 
formed Antonio in The Dutchtfi of Matfy, after the. 
death of Oftlcr. He alfo aHed the part of the 
King in The Dtjerving Favourite ; Ladiilaus in The 
PiSlure; Junius Rufticus in The Hainan Aclor; and 
De-gard in The Wild Gooje Chafe. 

He was alive in 1647. being one of the players 
who figncd the dedication to the folio edition of 
Fletcher's plays, publifhcd in that year. 

' "He it one, who now the ftape ii down, afti the 
parade's part ai table; and, Gnce Taylor's death, none can 
play Mofca fo well as lie." Character of one who imifafer 
lie goal Curafonion methtr Pl'iy. In the edilion of Fleckno'j 
Charaflcra, printed in i665. hi fays, " ihU character wai 
written in 16^4." Taylor was alive iu l65a, having pub- 
lUted The Wild Ccejt Chact tn that year. 

T S 
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ROBERT GOUGHE. 
This aclor at an early period performed female 
characters, and was, I fuppofe, the father of Alex- 
andtr Gougke, who in this particular followed 
Robert's Heps. In The Seven deadly Sins, Robert 
Goughe played Afpatia ; but in the year 1611 he 
haU arrived at an age which entitled him to rcpre- 
ft.it male characters; for in The Second Maidens 
Tiagidic, 6 which was produced in that year, he 
performed the part of the ufurping tyrant. 

RICHARD ROBINSON 

is faid by Wright to have been a comedian. He 
acted in Jonfon's Catiline in 1611. and, it fiiould 
feem from a paSagc in The Devil is an Aft, [Aft II. 
fc. viii.] i 6 1 0 . that at that time he ufually repre- 
sented female characters. In The Second Maidens 
Tragedie, lie reprcfentcd the Lady oj Govianus. I 
have not learned what parts in our author's plays 
were performed by this actor. In The Deferving 
Favourite, 1623. he played Orfmio ; and in The. 
Wild Goofe Chafe, Lc-Cattre. In Maffinger's Roman 
Aflar, he performed j'Efopus ; and in The Dutciefs 
oj Matjy. after the retirement of Condell, he 
played the Cardinal. Hart, the celebrated liftor, 
was originally his boy or apprentice. Robinfon 
was alive in 1647. his name being ftgncd, with 
feveral others, to the dedication prefixed to the firfl 
folio edition of Fletcher's plays. In the civil wars 
he ferved in the king's army, and was killed in an 
engagement, by 1 Harrifon, who was afterwards 

6 MS. in die collcilion of iIie Marquis of Lanfdown. See 
p. 91. n.6. 
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hanged at Charing-crofs. Harrifon refufed him 
quarter, after he had laid down his arms, and fliot 
him in the head, faying at the lame time, " Curfed 
is he that doth the work of the Lord negligently." 7 ■ 

JOHN SHANCKE 

was, according to Wright, a comedian. He was 
hut in a low clafs, having performed the part of 
the Curate in i'letchers Scornful Lady, and that of 
Hillario (a fervant) in The Wild Goofe Chafe. He 
was a dramatick author as well as an acior, having 
produced a comedy entitled Shanke's Ordinary, 
which was adled at BUckfriars in the year 1 6a3-4- 1 

JOHN RICE. 

The only information I have met with concern- 
ing this player, is, that he reprefented the Marquis 
of Pefcara, an inconftdcrablc part in Webfler's 
Dutchefi of Malfy. He was perhaps brother to 
Stephen Rice, clerk, who is mentioned in the will 
of John Heminge. 

The foregoing lift is faid in the firft folio to con- 
lain the names of the principal aftors in ihcfe plays. 

Bcfidc thefe, we know ihzijokn Witfon played 
an iiifjgnilkant part in Much Ado about jVoihiw;. 

Gakncl was Hkcwifc an inferior aflor in thefe 
plays, as appears from The Third Part of King 
Henry VI. p. i5o. edit. i6a3. where we find — ■ 
|' Enter Gabriel." In the correfponding place in 

1 lliji. Uijlrion, p. 8. 

8 " For tilt Itingi company. Shanlca Ordinarie, written 
by Shankti himfelfe, tlili l6 Manh, l6s3. — f.l. 0. O." 
MS. HerW.. 

T 4 
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the old play entitled The Trut Tragedie of RUharde 
Dttkt of York, Sec. we liavc — " Enter a Mrjftnger." 
Sinklcr or Sinclo, and Humphrey, * were like wife 
players in the fame theatre, and of the fame clafs. 
William Barkfted, 1 John Duke, and Chriftophcr 
Eecrton, 1 alfo belonged to this company. The latter 
from the year 1624 to i638. when he died, was 
manager of the Cockpit theatre in Drtiry-lane. 

In a hook of the tall age of no great authority, 
we aie told that " the infamous Hugh Peters, after 
licjiad been expelled from the Umverfity of Cam- 
bridge, went 10 London, and enrolled himfelf as 
a player in Shaklpeare's company, in which he 
ufiially performed the part of the Clown." Hugh. 
Peter (for that was liis name, not Peters, as he 
was vulgarly called by his contemporaries, ] was 
born atl'owcy or Foyc in Cornwall in i&qa.. and 
was entered of Trinity College, in Cambridge, ill 
the year i6l3. In 1617 he took the degree of 
Bachelor of Arts, and that of Matter of Arts in 
l6sa. On the 23d of December 1621. as I find 
from the Regiftry of the Bilhop of London, lie 
was ordained a deacon, by Dr. Mouutaine then 
bifhop of that fee ; and on June S. 1623. he was 
ordained a pricft. During his rchdence at Trinity 
College he behaved fo improperly, that he was 
once publickly whipped for his infolence and con- 

* la The Third Part of King Rinrf VI. p. i58. firll folio, 
the following flagc-tlircaion is found : " Enter' Sinkfo and 
Humphrey." In the old play in quarto. cntiUed The true 
Tragrdit !•/ Richardc Duke of Tvrtc, " Enter two Kctptn." 

* He was one of the children of ihe Revels. See the 
Dramatis Ptrjour of Btu Jnnfon's Silait Woman. 

* Dramatis Pcrjonx of Entry Man in his Hvmur. 
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lumacy;* but I do not find that lie was expelled. 
It is, however, not-improbable that he was rufti- 
cated for a time, lor Come mifconduct ; and perhaps 
in that interval, inflcad of retiring to his parent's 
houfe in Cornwall, his rcfllefs fpirit carried him 
to London, and induced him to tread the ftagc. 
If this was the cafe, it probably happened about 
the time of our author's death, when Hugh Peter 
was about eighteen years old. . 

Langbainc , was undoubtedly miflakcn in fup- 
poling that Edward Alleyn was " an ornament to 
Blackfriars." Wright, who was mucli belter ac- 
cjuainted with tlie ancient ftagc, fays, " he never 
heard that Alleyn acted there: " and the lift in the 
firft folio edition ot our author's plays proves 
decilively that he was not of liis company ; for fo 
celebrated a performer could not have been over- 
looked, when that lift was forming. So early as 
in i5u3. we find " Ned Alleyu's company men- 
tioned." ' Alleyn was Cole proprietor and manager 
of the Fortune theatre, in which he performed 
from 1 5 y9 (and perhaps before) till 1616. when, 
I believe, he quitted the (lagc. lie was fervant to 
the Lord Admiral (Nottingham) : all the old 
plays therefore which are faid to have been per- 
formed by the Lord /Minimi's Servants, were repic- 
iented at the Fortune by Alleyu's company. ' 

« Warton's Milton, p. 43a. 
' P. b53. n. 5. 

6 In a former ediiion I had did, 011 llie aiuhoriiy oi 
Mr. Oldys, ilut " Edward Alleyn, the player, mentions 
in his Diary, that lie once liad fo (lender an audience in 
his iheairc' called llie Fortune, tlial llje whole recclpl oE 
the houfc amounted id no more than ihree pounds and 
fome odd [hillings." But t have fines feen Alleyu's Diary, 
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J. HE hiflory of die flage as far as it relates to 

Sliakfpcare, naturally divides itfelfinto three periods: 
the period which preceded his appearance as an 
a£ior or dramatick writer ; that during which he 
Qouriflied; and the time winch has clapfed lincc 
his death. Having now gone through the two 
former Of thefe periods, 1 (hail take a tranficnt 
view of the flage From the death of our great poet 
to the year 1741. flill with a view to Sliakfpeare, 
and his works. 

Soon after his death, four of the principal com- 
panies then fub&fting, made a union, and were 

(which was then mifliid.) anil find Mr. Oldyj was miflaken. 
The memorandum 011 which the intelligence conveyed by 
lilt Librarian 0! Dili with College 10 tint Antiquary, w»i 
founded, is as follows : " Oft. 1617. I went 10 the Red 
Bull, and rd. for The Yonngtt Brother but £ 3. 6. 4." 

li appears from one of Lord Bacon'* Letters that Alleyn 
had in 1618 left tl.e fiagc. " Allen thai war the player," 
he calls him. The money therefore which he mentions 10 
have received for the play of The YtoiKgtr Brother, mud 
have been the produce of the fecund day's rcprcfcolation, 
iu coufequeuce of his having told the properly of that piece 
to the (haters 111 the Red Bull theatre, or being in fane 
other wiy entitled to 1 benefit from it. Alleyn 'l own 
play-houfe, the Fortune, was then open, but I imagine, lie 
hid fold olf his property in it to 1 kinfman, one Thomas 
Alleu, an aftur likeulfc. In his Diary he frequently men- 
tions hi* going front Dulwich to London after dinner, and 
flipping with liini and tome of " lit Fortune's men" From 
this MS. I expecled to have learned fevetal particulars re- 
lative 10 our anrient Hagc ■, hut unluckily the Diary does 
not commence till the year iCij. (at which time he had 
retired to his College, at Dulwich,) and contartu no thea- 
trical intelligence wbaifoevcr, except the article already 
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afterwards called The United Companies; but I 
know not precifcly in what this union confiftcd. 
Ifufpcdl it arofe from a penury of a£tors, and that 
the managers contracted to permit the performers 
in each houfe occasionally to afiift their brethren in 
the other theatres in the rcprefentation of plays. 
Wc have alrcadv feea that John Hemingc in 161S 
pay'd Sir George Buck, " fa the name of the four 
tompanys, for a leiuen tlifpenfation in the holydaies, 
44s. ;" and Sir Henry Herbert obferves that the 
play called Come Jte a Wonder, " written by John 
Dayc for a company of flrangers," and reprefented 
Sept. 18. 1S3S. was " aScd at the Red Bull, and 
licenfed without his hand to it, becaufe they [i. e. 
this company of flrangers] were none of the four 
companys." The old comedy entitled Amends for 
Ladies, as appears from its title-page, was acted at 
Blackfriars before the year 1618. " both by the 
Prime's Servants and Lady Elizabeth's,"- though 
the theatre at Blackfriars then belonged to the 
king's fervants. 

After the death of Shakfpeare, the plays of 
Fletcher appear for feveral years to have been 
more admired, or at Icaft to have been more fre- 
quently acted, than tliofe of our poet. During 
the latter part of the reign of James the Firft, 
Fletcher's pieces had the advantage of novelty to 
recommend them. I believe, between the time of 
Beaumont's death in 1 6 1 5 and his own in i6q5. 
this poet produced at icaft twenty-five plays. Sir 
Aflon Cokain has informed us, in . his poems, that 
of the thirty-five pieces improperly afcribed to 
Beaumont and Fletcher in the folio edition of 
1647. much the greater part were written after 
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Beaumont's death; 7 and his account is partly con- 
firmed by Sir Henry Herbert's Manufcript, from 
which it appears that Fletcher produced eleven new 
plays in the laft four years of his life. If we were 
po netted of the Rcgillcr kept by Sir George Buck, 
we fliould there, 1 make no doubt, find near twenty 
dramas wrilten by the fame author in the interval 
between i6i5 and i6aa. As, to afcertaiu the fliare 
which each of ihefc writers had in the works which 
have erroncoufly gone under their joint names, has. 
long been a dejtderatum in dramatkk hiflory, 1 fhall 
here fet down as perfefl a lift as I have been able 
to form of the pieces produced by Fletcher in his 
latter years. 

The Honejl Man's Fortune, though it appeared 
firft in the folio 1647. was one of the few piece! 
in that collection, which was the joint production 
of Beaumont and Fletcher. It was firft performed 
at the Clobe theatre in the year ifn3." two years 
before the death of Beaumont. * 

7 u For what a foul 

It And inexcufcblc fault it is, {that whole 
.< Volume efpltjl being almqfl ever, o,,e 
.1 After the de*<k Hcwmwt that nan: 

"Would eertific ihcm Co much?" 

Verfes addreifed by Sir Allan Cokain lo Mr. Charlei 
Colton.' 

See alio hit verfes aittlrefftd to Mr. Humphry Mofcley 
and Mr. Humphry Robitilbn : 

ti In the large book oF phyes you late did print 
11 In Beaumont and in Fletcher's nunc, why in't 
1 <i Did yon not jufiice ? give to each his due?' 

it For Beaumont of tliofe many will in few ; 

And Maffingcr in other Tew; the main 
11 Being fole iffues of Tweet Fletcher's brain." 
* A Manufcript copy of this play is now before me, 
marked i6i3. 
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The Loyal Subjecl was the fole production of 
Fletcher, and was firlt reprefented in the year 
161S. 

It appears from Sir Henry Herbert's Manufcript, 
that the new plays which Fletcher had brought out 
in the couife of the year, were generally prefented 
at court at Chriilraas. As therefore The IjlanA 
Princef, Tkt Pilgrim, and The Wild Gooff Chafe are 
found among the conrt exhibitions of the year 
i6ai. we need not he&tate to afcribe thefe pieces 
alfo to the fame poet. The Wild Goofe Chafe, 
though abfurdly printed under the joint names of 
Beaumont and Fletcher, is cxpreisly afcribed to 
the latter by Lowin and Taylor, the actors who 
publifhcd it in i65a. Tke Beggars Bujh, being 
alfo aftcd at court in 1(122. was probably written 
by Fletcher. The Tavur tamed is cxpreisly call'd 
bis by Sir Henry Herbert, as is The Mad Lover by 
Sir Alton Cokain: and it appears from the ma- 
nufcript fo often quoted that The Night-Walker 
and Loves Pilgrimage, having been left imperfeft 
by Fletcher, were corrected and finifhed by Shirley. 

I have now given an account of nine of the 
pieces in which Beaumont appears to have had no 
fhare; and fubjoin a lift of eleven otiier plays 
written by Fletcher, (with the afMance of Rowley 
in one only,) precifcly in the order in which they 
were licenfed by the Matter of the Revels. 

1622. May 14. he produced a new play called 
The Prophcttfs. 

June 22. The Sea Voyage, Thispiecewas 
a£led at the Globe. 

Oaobcr 24. The Spanifli Curate. Aded 
at Blackfriars. 
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i6a3. Anguft 29. The Maid oj the Mill, written 
by Fletcher aiid Rowley; acted at the 
Globe. 

October 17. TkcDtvilt of Dowgalc, or 
Ufury put to vfc. Afled by the king's fer- 
vants. This piece is loft. 
. Decemb. 6. The Wandering Lovers ; afled 
at Blackfriars. This piece is atfo lo!l. 
1624. May 27. A Wife for a Month. Afled by 
the King's fervants. 

Oflob. 19. Rule a Wife and have a Wife. 
1G2J-6. January 22. The Fair Maid of the Inn. 
A&ed at Blackfriars. 
Feb. 3. lheffoble Gentleman. Afled at 
the fame theatre. 
In a former page an account has been given of 
the court-exhibitions in 1622. In Sir Henry Her- 
bert's Office-book I find the following " Note of 
fuch playes as were afled at court in i6a3 and 
1(324." which confirms what I have fuggefted, that 
the plays of Shakfpcare were then not ib much 
admired as thofe of the poets of the day. 

" Upon Mkhclmas night att Hampton court, 
The Mayd of the Mill by the K. Company. 

" Upon Allhollo'ws night at St. James, the prince 
being there only, The Mayd of the Mill againe, with 
reformations. 

" Upon the fifth of November at Whitehall, 
the prince being there only. The Gipfyt, by the 
Cockpitt company. 

".Upon St. Stevens dayc, the king and prince 
being there, The Mayd of the Mill bv the K.. com- 
pany. Att Whitehall. 
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■ " Upon St. John's night, the prince only being 
there, The Bondman by the quccne [of Bohemia's J 
company. Att Whitehall. 

" Upon Innocents night, falling ont upon a 
Sonday, The Buck is a theif, the Ling and prince 
heing there. By the kings company. At Whitehall. 

" Upon New-years night, by the K. company, 
The Wandering Lovers, the prince only being there. 
Att Whitehall. 

" Upon the Sonday after, beinge the 4 of Ja- 
nuary 1623. by the Queene of Bohemias company. 
The Change linge; the prince only being there. Att 
Whitehall. 

" Upon Twelfe Night, the mafke being put off. 
More dijfetnhlers btfidts Women, 9 by the kings com- 
pany, the prince only being there. At Whitehall. 

" To the Duchefs of Richmond, in the kings 
abfence, was given The Winters Tale, by the K. 
company, the lSJanu. i6a3. Att Whitehall. 

" Upon All-hollows night, 1624. the King beinge 
at Roifton, no play. 

" The night after, my Lord Chamberlin had 
Rule a wife and have a wife for the ladys, by the 
kings company. 

" Upon St. Stecvens night, the prince only 
being there, [was acted] Rule a wife and havt a 
viife, by the kings company. Att Whitehall. 

" Upon St. John's night, [the prince] and the 
duke of Brunfwick being there, Tht Fox, by the 
. At Whitehall. 

" Upon Innocents night, the [prince] and the 
duke of Brunfwyck being there, Cupids Revenge, 

* " The worn play thjt ere I few," fays the writer in 
a marginal note. 
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by tlic Queen of Bohemia's Servants. Act White- 
hall. 1634- 

" Upon New-years night, tlic prince only being 
there. The firft part of Sir John Falflaff, by the 
king's company- Att Whitehall, 1624. 

" Upon Twelve night, the Mafque being putt 
of, and the prince only there. Tu Quogut, by the 
Queene of Bohemias Terrains. Att Whitehall, 

" Upon tlie Sonday night following, being the 
lain the of January, 1624. the Mafque was per- 
formed. 

" On Candlemas night the s February, no play t 
the king being alt Newmarket." 



From the time when Sir Henry Herbert came 
into the office of the Revels 10 164a. when the 
theatres were fhut up, his Manufcript docs not 
furnifh us with a regular account of the plays ex- 
hibited at court every year. Such, however, as he 
has given, I (ball now fubjoin, together with a few 
anecdotes which he has preferred, relative to foiut* 
of the works of our poet and the dramatick writers 
who immediately fucceeded him. 

" For the king's players. An oldc play e called 
Winters Talc, formerly allowed of by Sir George 
Bncke, and likewyfe by mcc on Mr. Hemmings his 
worde that there was nothing pruphane added or 
reformed, thogh the allowed bookc was iniffinge; 
and therefore I returned it without a fee, this 19 oF 
Atignfl, i6a3. 

" For the king's company. The Hijloryc of Henry 
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the Firji,' written by Damport [Davenport]; this 
lo April, iti->4. — £. 1. i). o. 

" i-ur the king's company. An oldc play called 
TkcHonrJl Mam Fortune, the originall being loft, 
was re-allowed by mce at Mr. Taylor's intrcaty, 
and on condition to give nice a booke [The Arcadia], 
this 8 Febiua. 1624." 

'1 he manukfipt copy of 7 he Honejl Man's For~ 
time is now before me, and is dated l6i3. It was 
therefore probably the joint production ofiieaumont 
and Hctcher. I Ids piece was adcd at the Globe; 
and the copy which had been liccnfed by Sir George 
E-uc, was without doubt dcllroycd by the fire which 
confumcd that theatre in the year iGi3. The al- 
lowed copy of The Winter's Tale was probably de- 
ftroyed at the fame time. 

; " 17 July, 1626. [Received] from Mr. Mcra- 
mings for a couttefie done him about their Black- 
friers hous, — £. 3. o. o. 

" [Received] from Mr. Hemming, in iheir com- 
pany's n^mci to forbid the playing ofiihakelpcarc's 
plays, to the Red Bull Coiupanv, this 11 of ApriU, 
16*7.— £. 5. o. o. 

*' This day, being the 11 ofjanu. 1G.I0. I did 
rerufe to allow of a play of Melfinger's, 1 becaufe 

1 Tins play In a late entry on the Stationers' books 
was afcribed by a fraudulent bookfciltr to Slwkfpeare. 

' Maffioger's Vutt of Millafot and Virgin Martyr were 
printed in lOs3. It appears from the oiiiee-book of Sir 
Henry Herbert that his other plays were produce.! in the 
following order : 

The Bondman, Dec. 3. lCa3. Adled at the Cockpit In 

77ie Rtne±ailo, or the Gentleman 0/ Venice, April 17. 1G14. 
Ailed at the Cockpit!. 

Vol. III. V 
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itt tliti contain dangerous matter, as the depoGng 
of Sebaflian king ol Portugal, by Philip the [Sc- 

77k Parliament if Uvt, Nov. 3. i(>!4. Afled at the Cock- 
pit. Of this play the Uft four bAs are yet extant in 
mannfertpt. 

The Spanifi V'tceraj, afled in 1G54. This play is loft. 
The Roman Aihr, Oflober 1 1. l6a6. Acini by the king", 
compiny. 

Tlie Judge, June 6. 1G27. Ailed by the Ling's company. 
Tliis pliV is loft. 

The Crtal Duke was licenfed foi the Queen's Sitvanis, 
July 5. 16117. Toi *. was - 1 »pptehend. The Great Duke of 
Florence, which ivm afled by that company. 

The Honour of Women was Licenl'ed May 6. lGlS. 1 lidpeft 
llui ibis was the original name of The MaU of Honour, 
nhicb iv as printed in iG3i. though not entered tor the llage 
111 Sir Henry Herbert's book. 

The Piffurt, June 8. 1629. Afled by the king's company, 

MiatTva'l Svfue, Nov. 3. lGjg. Acted by the king'* 
company. Thin play i, loll. 

The Emperor of Ike Eajl, March It. lG3o-3t. Afled by 
lite king's company. 

Btlitve at yon hji, May 7. lG3l. Afled by the king's com- 
pany. Tliis play is lolt. ■ 

the Vaforluna.il Piety, June i3. tG3l. Afled by lht> 
kine'. company. Thi, play i, loft. 

Tkt Fatal Dmiy does not appear to have been licenfed 
for the llj^e under that title, but was printed in 168s. 
It wis acted by the king's company. 

The Ch) Madcan, May 35. lG3j. Afled by the king's 
company. 

A ntio Way lo pay old Drill docs not appear to have been 
licenfed lor the iUfie, but was printed in Nov. i63s. 

The Guardian was liceiifed, Oflob. Si. l633. Ailed by 
the kind's company. 

The Tragedy of Cltattdir, May 7. 1634. Afled by the 
kirlR'j company.. This play is lolt. 

A Very U'pmsn, June G. 1634. Afled by the king's com- 

' lie Or a tor, Jan. 10. 1634-J. Acted by the king's com- 
pany. This play is lofi. 
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coild,] and ilier being a peace fworen twixtc the 
kings of England and Spayne." I had my fee iiot- 
withflatulingc, which belongs to me for reading 
itt over, and ought to be brought always with the 
booke. 

" Received of Knight, ' far allowing of lien John- 
fons play called Humours TcconciCd, or the Magntlick 
Lady, to bee a&ed, this lath of Oilob. iG3*. 

£• a - <>■ °- 

7'he Bcjhjul Loatr, May g..i636. Ailed by the king's 
company. 

The King and the SttbjtB, June 5.' i63S. Aaed by the 
fame company. Tbil title, Sit Henry Herbert fiys, was' 
changed. I fufpcfl it was new named The Tyrant. Tin 
play is loll. 

Alexius, or the Chip Lover, Sept. n5. ili3g. Ailed by 
tlic king's company. 

The Fair Aachorijs of PaifiUppo, Jan. sG. 1639-40. Acted 

pofftffion of Jolitl* Warburtim, H>j. Soinerfet Hcrnldjbut 
I know not whet) 'they were written. Tlieir li.lei are, 
Anlvnio and Vallia, The f^. ■««.■:',- Vht, i't.iU::-.i and Uibbelit-i, 
Tajle and Welcome. 

1 The book-keeper oP BLukiviars' playhoufe. The time 
of this piece of Hen Joni'ou lias hitherto been unafccrtalned , 
Immediately after this entry is another, which accounts 
for the defect offcvcral leaves in the edition of Laid lirooke's 
Poems, i633. " Received from Henry .Veyle fur allowinge 
a booke of verfes of my lord Brooks, entitled Religh% 
Humane Learning, Warr, and Honor, this; if of 'October 
j63a. in mony, £1. o. o. in books to the value of £1. 4. 0." 
— In all the publillied copiei twenty leaves on the fubject 
of Religion, are wanting, having been cancelled, probably 
by the order of Archbilhop Laud. 

The fubfenuent entry afLertaius the date of Cowley'l 
carl it A production : 

" MoreofSeyle, for allowingc of tivo oilier fmall peeces 
of verfes for the prefs, done by a boy of ibis town called 
Cowley, at the fame time, £. 0. to. 0'." 
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" iSNov. 1 63a. In the play of The Ball, writ- 
ten by Shcrlcy,' and aded by die Queens players, 
ther were divert perfonaied fo naturally, both of 
lords and others of the court, thatl took it ill, and 
wpuld have forbidden the play, but that Billon 
[ChriQopher lieetlunj ptomifle many things which 
1 found faulte withal) (hould be left out, and tliat 
he would not differ it to be done by the poetc any 
more, who deferves to be puuifht; and the full 
that offends in this kind, oF poets or players, (hall 
be lure of publique pumQimcnt. i 

were rei;iftcred by Sir 
e following order : 
Lmt incm, fun uompitrntnts, reb. 10. 1614-5. 
Mayil' Hivenge, Feb. 9. i6i5-6. 

Tto Kronen, Nov. 4. l6a6. 

Tie Witi) fait Out, Oilob. 3. iGbS. 
The Faithful Servant, Nov. 3. 1G39. 
Tht Trader, May 4. iu3i. 
Tie Duke, May 17. i63l. 



The Ywr.g Admiral, July 3. iu33. 

The Gmtfltr, Nov. 11. iG33. 

The Example, June s 4 . i63 4 . 

The Opportunity, Nov. sg. 1 G3^. 

Tie Csnmnrtti, Feb. 6. 1634-S. 

Cioiul, Admiral »f Francs, April sg. iG3j. 

TheU.U ef I'hajttTt, 0«3ol>. iS. ili35. 

Ththxlei Miflrtji, Jan.,i8. i635-6. 

77.* flya/ /Wa^tr, April *3. |638. 

!TA< Gffll/miM 0/ Krti/if, 3o Oftob. iC3 n . 

Jb/IH!, I640. 

Ji; Impafiar, Nov. 10. 1640. 
77.* Po&jtiw Fa/Atr, May «G. 1641. 
TTrt Cardinall, Nov. 25. 1641. . 
Zfie Sifters, April sG. 164'.'. 
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OF THE ENGLISH STAGE. 

" R. for allowinge of the Tale of the Tubb, Vitru 
Hoop's parte wholly flrucke out, and tlie motion 
of the tubb, by commande ftom my lord cham- 
bcrlin; exceptions being taken againfl it by Inigo 
-Jones, furvcyor of the kings work.es, as a peifonal 
injury unto hiin. Mav 7. i633. — £. a. o. o." 

In this piece, of which the prccife date was 
hitherto unknown, fftruHoop, i. c. Vitruvivs Hoop, 
undoubtedly was intended to reprefent Inigo Jones. 

" The comedy called The Yongt Admirctil, being 
free from oaths, pronhanefs, or ohfecancs, hath 
given mcc much delight and fatis faction in the 
readinge, and may ferve for a pattcrne to other 
poetts, not only for the bettring of maners and 
language, but for the improvement of the quality, 
which hath received fome brufhings of late. 

" When Mr. Sherlcy hath read this approbation, 
I know it will encourage him to purine this bene- 
ficial and cleanly way of poetry, and when other 
poctts hearc and fee his good fuccefs, 1 am confi- 
dent they will imitate the original for their own 
credit, and make fuch copies in this harmlefs way, 
as fhal! fpeak them matters in their art, at the firft 
fight, to all judicious fpeflators. It may be acted 
this 3 July, ib33. 

" I have entered this allowance, for direction to 
my fucccfTnr, and for example to all poctts, that 
fliall write after the date hereof. 

" Received of Billon, for an ould play called 
Hymens Holiiday, newly revived at their houfe, be- 
ing aplay given unto him for my ufc, this i5 Ang. 
1 633. £. 3. o. o. Received of him for fome alte- 
rations in it, £ ,. o. o. 

" Mcctinge -with him at the ould exchange, he- 
V 3 
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gave my wife a payrc of gloves, that cod him ac 
icaft twenty fhilliugs. 

" Upon a fecund petition of the players to the 
High Commiflion court, wherein they did me 
right in my tare to purge their plays of all offenfc, 
my lords Grace ol Canterbury be flowed many 
words upon nice, and difehaTged mee of any blame, 
and layd the whole fault of their play called The 
MagnttickLodj, upon the players. This happened 
the 34 of Octob. i633, at Lambeth. In their firfl 
petition they would hate excufed the mf elves on 
mee and the poctt." 

" On Satcrday the 17th of Novemb. ' being the 
Queens birth day, Richarde the Thirde was ailed by 
the K. players at St. James, wher the king and 
qticcne were pre fen t, it being the firfl play the 
qucenc fawc lince her Majefttcs delivery of the Duke' 
1 ofYorfc. .633. 

" On m f day. die 19th of November, being the 
king's, birth-day. The Yong Admirall was acted at 
St. James by the queen's players J and likt by .the 
K. and Queen. 

" The Kings players feni mee an ould booke of 
Fletchers called The Loyal Subj'S, formerly allowed 
by Sir George Bnckc, 16 Novemb. 1618. which 
according to their defire and agreement I did per- 
life, and with fome reformations allowed of, the 
a3 of Nov. 1 633. for winch they fent mee accord- 
ing 10 their pTOniifc £. 1. o. o. 7 

" On mfday night at Saint James, the 26 of 

* This is a miflake. Ii (hould be ibe 161b 0 r November. 
Sbe wai bom Nov. 16. 161H). 

7 In tbc margin the writer addi — "Tbe fir ft ould play 
(tut mtc lo be perufed by tbe K. players." 
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Novcmb, i633. was aded before the King ami 
Queene, The Taminge of ike Shrew. Likt, 

" On thurfday night at St. James, the aS of 
Noverab. i633. was acted before the King and 
Quecne, The Tamer Tamd, made by Fletcher. Very 
.well likt. 

" On tufday night at Whitehall the lo of De- 
cemb. l633. was acted before the King and Qaeen, 
The Loyal Suhjeil, made by Fletcher, and very well 
likt by the king. 

" On Monday night the 16 ofDeccmber, 1 633. 
at Whitehall was acted before the King and Oucen, 
Hymens Holliday or Cupids I'cgarys, an 011 Id play of 
Rowleys. Likte. 

" On Wenfday night the firft of January, i633. 
Cymbeline was acted at Court by the Kings players. 
Well likte by the kinge. 

" On Monday night the ftxth of January and the 
Twelfe Night, was prefented at IJcnmark-lioufe, 
before the King and Queene, Fletchers paflorall 
called Tht Fuiikfuli Shephtanhjfc, in the clothes the 
Queene had given Taylor the yeare before of her 
ownc paflorall. 

" The fcenes were fitted to ilie paflorall, and 
made, by Mr, Inigo Jones, in the great chamber, 
i633. 

" This morning being the 9th of January, i633. 
the kinge was plcasd to call mee into his with- 
drawinge chamber to the windowe, wher he wcn( 
overall thatl had croflc in Davenants play-bookc, 
and allowing oi \ fliilh and flight to bee alfevcratioiis 
only, and no oathes, markt them to flande, and 
fomc other few things, but in the greater part; 
allowed of my reformations. This was done upon 
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a complaint of Mr. Endvmion Porters in De- 
cember. 

The kingc is please! to ake faith, death, fligkl. 
foV a ffeve rations, and no oaths, s to which ] doe 
humbly I ub mi t as my mailers judgment; hut under 
favour conceive them to he oaths, and cuter them 
here, to declare my opinion and lubmiliion. 

" 1 he id ofjatiuary, 1 633. ! returned unto Mr. 
Davenant his play-bookc of The Willi, torrefied 
by the kinf;e. 

" The kin would not take the hooke at Mr. 
Porters 'hands; but commanded him to bring it 
unto mcc, which he did. and likewifc commanded 
Davenant to come to me for it, as I believe; 
Other wife he would not have byn fo civil!, 

*' The Guardian, a play of Mr. Melfengers, was 
a£lcd at court on Sunday the i a January, 1 633. by 
the Kings players, and well iikte. 

" The Tilt iij thr Tub was aclcd on tufday night 
at Court, the 14 Janua. l635. by the Ouecncs 
players, antl not liktc. 

" The Winters Tale was acted on thtirfday night 
at Court, the iti Janu. i633. by the K. players, 
and likt. 

" The Witts was afled on tufday night the 28 
January, 1 633. at Court, before the Kinge and 
Queene. Well likt. h had a various late 011 the 
ftage, and at court, though the kingc commended 
the language, but diflikt the plott and characters. 

* In a final! trail of the lall age, of which I have forgot 
(he title, we arc laid tint Charles the fecond, being repri- 
manded by one of his bilhopi [or frequently introducing 
profane oallis in Vis difcourfe, defended llimlclf by faying, 
"Your martyr 1'wore twice more than I do." 
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" The Night-walkers was a&ed on thurfday night 
the 3oJanu. 1 633. at Court, before the King and 
Queen. Likt as a merry play. Made by Fletcher. ' 

" The Inns of court gentlemen pre fen ted their 
mafquc at court, before the kin ge and queene, the 
a February, 1 633. and performed it very well. 
Their fliew through the tlreets was glorious, and 
iii the nature of a triumph. — Mr. Surveyor Jones 
invented and made the fcene; Mr. S her ley the poctl 
made the profe and verfc. 

" On thurfday night the 6 ofFebrn. iG33'. The 
Gamrjlcr was acted at Court, made by Shcrley, out 
ol a plot of the king's, given him by nice; and 
well likte. The king fayd it wis the bell play he 
bad ieen for feven years. 

" On Shrovcmfday night, the 18 of February, 
1633. the Kinge danfle his Mafquc, accompanied 
with 11 lords, and attended with 10 paces. It was 
the nobleft mafque of my time to this day, the betl 
poetryc, beu fcencs, and the bcfl habitts. The 
kinge and quecne were very well pleasd with my 
fervice, and the Q, was pleasd to tell me before 
the kins, ' Pour les habits, elle n'avoit jamais ricn 
veu dc fi brave.' 

■' Buffy SAmboiJe was plavd bv the king's players 
on Eafter-monday night, at' the Cockpitt in court. 

" The Pdjioiall was playd by the king's players 
on Eaflcr-tufday night, at the Cockpitt in court. 

" I committed Cromes, a broker in Longc Lane, 
the 16 of Fcbru. 1634. to tiie Marfiialfey, for lend- 

' a formtr pa^r ilie Followini; entry ii found : 

" For a play of Fleicliers corrfCled l>y Shelley, called 

Tiit Nighl Walton, die 11 May, i633. £.t. 0. 0. For ihc 

queen'i playen." 
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jog a church-robe with the name of Jf.sus upon it 
tn the players in Salifbury Court, to preterit a 
Flamen, a pricft of the heathens. Upon his petition, 
of fubmi'tion, and acknowledgment of his faulte, 
J re'ensd him, the 17 Febr. 1634. 

" The Second part of Arviragus and Pkilicia 
playd at court the i(i Febru. i635. with great ap- 
probation of K. and Queene. 

" The Silent Woman playd at Court of St. Jamej 
on thurfday y c 1S Febr. i6S5. 

" OnWenfdaythe a3 ofFebrn. i6S5. the Prince 
d'Amours gave a mafque to the Prince Elefior and 
his brother, in the Middle Temple, wher the 
Queene was plcafd to grace the enter tayn men t by 
putting of ma jelly to putt on a citizens babitt, and 
to fett upon the fcaffold on the right hande among ft 
her fubjefis. 

" The queene was attended in the like habit Is 
by the Marques Hamilton, the Countefs of Den- 
bighe, the Countefs of Holland, and the Lady 
Elizabeth Fcildiuge. Mrs. BaiTc, the law-woman, ' 
lcadc in this royal citizen and her company. 

" The Earlc of Holland, the Lord Goringe, 
Mr. Percy, and Mr. Jcrmyn, were the men that 
attended. 

" The Prince Elcflor fatt in t!ie midtl, his 
broihcr Robert 011 the right hand of him, aud the 
Prince d'Amours on the left. 

" The Mafque was very well performd in the 
dances, fcencs, cloathinge, and mufiquc, and the 
Ouccue was pieasd to fell mce at her going away, 
that Hie liked it very well, 

■ i. c. die woman who had the care of the hall belong- 
ing to the Middle Tempte. 
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" Mr. Corfcilles made the fcencs. 

" Loves AJlergsv,i[, i played at St. James by the 
Salifbury Court 'players, the 24 of Feb. i635. 

" The Dukes Mij'lres played at St. James the aa 
of Feb. 1635. Made by Sherley. 

" The fame day at Whitehall I acquainted king 
Charics, my matter, with the danger of Mr. Hunts 
ficknefs, and moved his Majcfty, in cafe lie dyed, 
that he would bee pteasd to give mee leave to 
commend a fitt man to fuccecde him in his place 
of Yeoman of the Revells. 

" The kinge tould mcc, that till then be knew 
not that Will Hunt held a place in the Revells. 
To my requeft he was pleasd to give mee this 
anfwer. Well, fays the king, I will not difpofe of 
it, or it fliall not be difpoled of, till I heare yon. 
Ipjifimh verbis. Which 1 enter here as full of 
grace, and for my better remembrance, finfc my 
mqfter's cnjlom affords not Jo many words, nor Jo Jigni- 
JUmt. 

" The 28 Feb. The Knight of the Burning PejUc 
playd by the Q. men at St. James. 

" The fir ft and fecond part of Arviragus and 
Pkilicia were afled at the Cock'pitt, [Whitehall] 
before the Kinge and Quecne, the Prince, and 
Prince Elector, the 18 and 19 April], l636. being 
ruonday and tufday in Eafter wecke. 

" At the increafe of the plague to 4 within the 
citty and 54 in all. — This day the 12 May, j636, 
I received a warrant from my lord Chamberlin for 

' The Proxy, or lave s Aflngame, wns produced at tlic theatre 
it Salilbury-court, November 04. 1634. 
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'the fupprefling of playcs and (hews, and at the 
fame lime delivered my feverall warrants to George 
Wilfon for the four companys of players, to be 
ferved upon them. 

" At Hampton Court. ifi36. 

" The firfl part of Arviragus, Monday After- 
noon, 26 Dccemb. 

" The fecond part of Arviragus, tufday 27 De- 
cemb. 

" Love and Honour, onNew-ycars night, fonrlay. 

" The Eldtr Brother, on thurfday the 5 Janua. 

" The Kinge and no Kinge, on- tufday y c 10 |anua. 

" The Royal Slave, on thurlUav the 1 2 of Jann. 
— Oxford play, written by Cartwright. The king 
gave him forty pounds. 

" Rollo, the 24 Janu. 

" Julius Cafar, at St. James, the 3 1 Janu. i636. 

" Cujiidcs Revenge, at St. James, by Bcefton's 
boyes, the 7 Fcbru. 

" A Wife for a monlht, by the K. players, at St. 
James, the 9 Fcbru. , 

" Wilwithoul money, by the B. boyes at St. James, 
the 14 Feb. 

■' The Governor, by the K. players, at St. James, 
the 17 Fcbru. iG36. 

" Philajler. by the K. players, at St. James, 
fiirov-tufday, the 2 1 Febru. i636. 

" On thnrfday morning the a3 of February the 
bill of the plague made the number at forty foure, 
upon which decreafc the king gave the players their 
liberty, and they began the 24 February i636. 
[ 1036-7- ] 

" The plague cnereafingc, the players laye ftill 
omillthe 2 of Oflobcr, when they had leave to play. 
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" Mr. Beefton was commanded to make a com- 
pany of boyes, and began co play at tbc Cockpitt 
with them the lame day. 

" I difpofed of Perkins, Summer, Sherlock and 
Turner, to Sal [bury Court, and joynd them with 
the bed of that company. 

" Received of Mr. Lowens for my paihes about 
Meffinger's play called The King and ike SubjeS, 
a Julie, 1 038. £. i. o. □. 

" The name of The King and ih( Subject is, altered, 
and I allowed tbc play to bee afled, the reforma- 
tions moil Rriflly obi'erved*, and not otherwife, the 
5th ol June, i638. 

" At Greenwich the 4 of June, Mr. W. Murray, 
gave niee power ftoin the king to allowe of the 
play, and tuuld me that hee would warant it. 

.< Motiys ? Wee'le rayfe fupplies what ways we plcafe, 

11 And force yoj 10 fubferibe to blank*, in which 

ti We'leroulftyouas wecfhaU thiuke hit. The Cxhis 

it In Rome were wife, acknowledging no iawes 

11 But what their f words did ratifye, the wives 

<l Ami daughter! of the fenators bowbgc to 

» Their wills, as deities," &c. 

" This is a peece taken out of Phillip Meffingers 
play, called The King and the Subjefl, and entcrd 
here for ever to bee rcmemberd by ray fon and 
ihofe that cafl their eyes on it, in honour of Kinge 
Charles, my mailer, who, readinge over the play at 
Newmarket, fct his marke upon the place with 
his own c hande, and in thes words: 

' This is loo injolent, and lo bee changed.'' 

" Note, that the poett makes it the fpeech of 
a king. Don Pedro king of Spayne, and fpoken to 
his fubjeds. 
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" On thurfday the 9 of April], 1640. my Lord 
Chambcrlen bcflow'd a piay on the Kinge and. 
Queene, call'd Cleodora, Quecne of Arragon, made 
by my cozen Abhtgton. li was perform d by my 
lords fcrvants cm of liis own family, and his 
charge in the cloatbes and fceanes, which were very 
riche and curious. In the hall at Whitehall. 

" The kingaudqiiecnc commended thegcuerall 
entcrtaynraem, as very well acted, and well fet out. 

It was acted the fecond lyme in the fame place 
before the king and que en c. 

" At Latter 1640. the Princes company went 
to the Fortune, and the Fortune company to the 
Red Bull. 

" On Monday the 4 May, 1G40. William Bcefton 
was taken by a meuenger, and committed to the 
Marfhalfey, by my Lord Chamberlens warant, for 
playinge a playe without licenfe. The fame day 
the company at the Cockpitt was commanded by 
my Lord Chamberlens warant to foibcarc playinge, 
for playinge when they were forbidden by race, 
and for other dilobediencc, and lave Hill mondav, 
tufday, and wenfday. On thurfday at my Lord 
Chamberlens cntrcatyl gave them tlieit liberty, and 
npon their petition of fubmillion fubferibed by 
the players, I reflored them to their liberty on 
thurfday. 

" The play I cald for, and, forbiddinge the ]day- 
ingc ol'it, keepe dig booke, becaufc it had relation 
to the paiTages of the K. s journey into the Nurthe, 
and wascomplaynd of by his Majefly to nice, with 
commande to puniflic the offenders. 

" On Twelfe Night, 1641. the prince had'a 
play called the Sect njtil Lady, at the Cockpitt, but 
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the kinge and queene were not there; and it was 
the only play ailed at courte in the whole Chriftmas. 

" [1^41. June.] Received of Mr. Kirke, lor a 
new play which I burntc for the ribaldry and of- 
fenfe that was in it, £. 2. d. o. 

" Received of Mr. Kirke for another new play 
called The Lijhe Rebellion, the 8 June, ('64a. 
£. 0.0. o. 

" Here ended my allowance of plaics, for the 
war began in Aug. 164a." 

Sir William D'Avenant, we have already feen, 4 
about fix tee 11 months after the death of Ben Jon- 
fon, obtained from his majefly (Dec. lS. l63$.)a 
grant of an annuity of one hundred pounds per ann. 
which he enjoyed as poet laureat till his death. In 
the following year (March 36. i63g.] a patent 
]iaffed the great fcal authorizing him to erect a 
playhoufe, which was then intended to have been 
built behind The Thru Kings Ordinary in Flect- 
ftrect: but this fcheme was not carried into exe- 
cution. I find from a Manufcript in the Lord 
Chamberlain's Office, that after the death ofChriflo- 
pher Beeflon, Sir W. D'Avenant was appointed by 
the Lord Chamberlain, (June 27. lG3u. ] " Gover- 
nor of the King and Queens company acting at 
the Cockpit in Drury Lane, during the leafe which 
Mrs. Elizabeth Section, alias Hutchefon, hath or 
doth hold in the faid houfe:" and I fuppofe he 
appointed her fun Mr. William Section his deputy, 
lor from Sir Henry Herbert's office-book, he ap- 
pears for a fbort time to have had the management 
of that theatre. 

* Vol. II. [Hot* *, on wticlc Shatifftau, Ferd, unit 
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In the latter cud of the year i65g. foinc months 
before the Reiteration of k. Charles II. the theatres, 
which had been flip pre II eil during the ufurpation, 
began to revive, * and fevcral plays were performed 
at the Red Hull in St. John's-ftrcct, in that and the 
following year, before ibe return" of the king. In 
June 1600. three companies , fee in to have been 
formed; that already mentioned; one under Mr. 
William Beeflon in Salilbary-coart, and one at the 
Cockpit in Drury-lane under Mr. Rhodes, who 
had been wardrobe-keeper at the theatre in Black- 
friars before the breaking out of the Civil Wars. 
Sir Henry Hcibcri, v/ho fiill retained hia office.oF 
Maflei of the Revels, endeavoured to obtain from 
thefe companies the fame emoluments which lie 
had formerly derived from the exhibition of plays; 
but after a long Urnggle, and after having brought 
fcveral aflions at law again ft Sir William D'Avc- 
nant, Mr. Better ton, Mr. Mohun, and others, he 
was obliged to rclinquifh his claims, and his office 
ceafed to be attended with cither authority or profit. 
It received its death wound from a grant from 
King Charles II. under the privy lignct, Auguft 2 1 . 
1660. authorizing Mr., Thomas Killigrcw, one of 
the grooms of bis Majelly's bedchamber,' and Sir 
William D'Aveuant, to erect l\yo new playhotifes 
and two new companies, of which ill cy were to 
have the regulation ; and prohibiting any ofhev 
itieatrical reprefentation in London, We (train Iter, 
or the fubuibs, but thot'e exhibited by the faid two 
companies. 

Among the papers of Sir Henry Herbert fcveral 
are preferved relative to his difputcd claim, fome 
of which I Utall here inlert in their order, as con- 
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talning fomc curious and hitherto unknown par- 
ticulars relative to tlie flage at this time, and 
alfo as illuftrative of its hifloiy at a precedent 
period. 

. I. 

'" For Mr. William Beeflon. 

" Whereas the allowance of plays, the ordering 
of players and piaymakcrs, and the pcnnilfion for 
erccl'ing of playhoufes, hath, time out of minde 
whereof the memory of man is not to the con- 
trary, belonged to. the MafLer of his Majeftics office 
of the Revells ; And whereas Mr. William Beeflon 
hath deiired authority and lycence from mee to 
continue the houfe called Salifbury Court playhoufe 
in a playhoufe, which was formerly built and 
creeled into a playhoufe 'by the permillioii and 
lycence of the Mailer of the Revells. 

" Tficfc arc therefore by virtue of a grant under 
the great fcal of England, and of the conflant 
praflicc thereof, to continue and conAitute tho 
did houfe called Salilbury Court playhoufe into a 
playhoufe, and to authorize and lycence the faid 
Mr. Beeflon to fett, lett, or ufe it for a playhoufe, 
wherein comedies, tragedies, tragicomedies, paf- 
toralls, and interludes, may be aftcd. Provided 
that noe pcrfons be admitted to a£tin the faid play- 
houfe bat fuch as fhall be allowed by the Mailer 
of his Majeflies office of the Revells. Given under 
my hand and feale at the office of the Revells, 

this " 

[This paper appears to be only a copy, andia 
not dated nor figned; ending as above. I believe, 
it was written in June i66q. ] 

Vol. III. X 
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IL 

" To the kings mo ft excellent Majefty. 
" The humble Petition of John Rogers, 
" Moft humbly fhewcth, 
" That your petitioner at the beginning of the 
late calami tys loft tliereby his whole cllaie, and 
during the varr fufteyned much detriment and 
imprifonment, and loft his limbs or the ufe there- 
of; who ferved his Excellency the now Lord Ge- 
neral, both in England and Scotland, and performed 
good and faithfull fervice; in consideration whereof 
and by being foe much decreapittas not to act any 
more in the wars, his Excellency was favourably 
pleafcd, foryonr petitioners future fubfiftance with- 
out being further burthenfome to this kingdom, or 
to your Majefty for a pennon, to grant him a tol- 
le ration to crccta ptayhoufe or to have a fliare out 
of them already tolleratcd, your petitioner thereby 
undertaking to fupprefs all riots, tumults, or inb- 
leftations that may thereby arifc. And for that 
the faid graunt remains impeifetfl unJefs corro- 
borated by your majefty. 

" He therefore humbly implores your moft 
facred Majefty, in tender companion, out 
of your kingly clemency to confirm unto 
him a fJiare out of the profit is of the 
faid playhoufes, or fuch allowance by 
them to be given as formerly they ukd 
to alow to perfons for to keep the peace 
of the fame, that he may with his wife 
and family be thereby prcferved and re- 
lieved m his maimed aged years ; and he 
fliall daily ptay." 
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" At llie Court at Whitehall, the 7th of 
Auguft, 16G0. 
" His Majcfly is giacioully pleated to refer this 
petition to Sir Hcnty Herbert, Matter of his Ma- 
jellies Revells, to take fuch order therein, as (hall 
be agreable to equity, without further troubling, 
his majcily. 

. " (A true Copyc.) J. HOLLIS." 

" Auguftao. 1660. FromtheoificeofthcRevelis. 

" Jn obedience to his Majeflies command I have 
taken the matter of the Petitioners requefl into 
consideration, and doe thcreuppon conceive it very 
reafonablc that the petitioner (liould have the fame 
allowance weekly from you and every of you, lor 
hiinfelfe and his men, 1 for guarding your play- 
houfes from all molellations and injuries, which.you 
formerly did or doe allow or pay to other pcrfons 
for the fame or fUch like fervkes; and that it be 
cluely and trucly puid him without denial. And the 
ratlicrfor thai the Kings moft excellent Majeflic upon 
the LordGenetal Monks recommendation, and the 
coniidcration of the Petitioners loffes and fuHcr- 
ings, hath thought fitt to commifferatc the Pcti- 
tioncrjohn Rogers Ins fald condition, and to refer 
unto me the relief of the laid petitioner.' Given at 
hisMajeilics office of the Revclls, under my hand 
and the fcale of the faid office, the twentieth day of 
Auguft, in the twelve ycare of his Majefties raigue, 

" To the Aflors at the playhoufes called 
the Red Bull, Cockpit, and theatre 

' Ilipptari fioniwiothcrpaper (hit liij men were fol die r». 

X 2 



3t>8 HISTORICAL ACCOUNT 



in Salifbury Court,' and to every of 
them, in and about the citties of 
Loudon and WeOminQer." 

III. 

" To the kings mod excellent Majcftie. 

" The humble petition ofSir Henry Herbert, Knight, 
Mailer of your Majeflies office of the Revels. 
" Shcweih, 

" That whereas your Petitioner by vertue of 
feverall Grants wider the great fealc of England 
hath executed the faid office, as Mailer of the 
Revells, for about 40 yeares, in the times ofKing 
James, and of King Charles, both of blcifcd me- 
mory, with exception only to the time of the late 
horrid rebellion. 

" And whereas the ordering of playcs and play- 
maters and the permiflion for erecting of play- 
houfes are peculiar branches of the faid ollice, and 
in the con flan t pra£lice thereof by your petitioners 
predeceflbrs in the faid office and himfclfe, with 
exception only as before excepted, and authorised, 
by grante under the faid greate feale of England; 
and that no perfon or perfons have erected anyplay- 
houfes, of rayfed any company of players, without 
licence from your petitioners faid predeceffors or 
from your petitioner, but Sir William d'Avenant, 
Knight, who obtained leave of Oliver and Richard 
Cromwell to vent his operas, at a time when your 
petitioner owned not their authority. 

" And whereas your Majefly hath lately fignified 
your pleafuie by warrant to Sir Jefi'cry Palmer, 
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Knight and liar, yourMajefties Attorney General, 
for the drawing of a grante for your Majefties 
fignature to pal's the greatc fealc, thereby to enable 
and empower Mr. Thomas Ki lie grew and the laid 
Sir William D'Avcnant to erect two new play- 
houfes in London, Wcftminfler, or the fubburbs 
thereof, and to make choice of two companies of 
players to bee under theirc folc regulation, and 
that noc other players fhall be authorized to play 
in London, Weftminfter, or the fubburbs thereof, 
but fuch as the mid Mr. Killegrew and Sir William 
D'Avcnant fhall allow of. 

" And whereas your petitioner hath been repre- 
fented 10 your Ma} eft y as a perfon con fen ting unto 
the faid powers exprcfled in the faid warrant. 
Yonr petitioner utterly. denies the le'ail confent or 
fore-knowledge thereof, but looks upon it as an 
nnjuft furprite, and deltruclivc to the power grant- 
ed under the faid greate feale to your petitioner, 
and to the conftant pTaflice of the faid office, and 
cxercifedin the office ever fmce players were admit- 
ted by authority to act playes, and cannot legally 
be done as your petitioner is advifed; and it may 
be of very ill coufequence, as your petitioner is 
advifed, by a new grante to take away and cut of 
a branch of your ancient powers, granted to the 
faid office under the great feaie. 

" Your petitioner therefore humbly prates that 
yourMajefty would be juftly as gracioully pleafcd to 
revoke the faid warrant from your Majefties faid 
Attorney General!, or to refer the premifes to the 
confidcration of your Majeflics faid Attorney Gcne- 
rall, to certify your Majefly of the truth of them, 
and his judgement on the whole matters in qucftion 
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betwixt the faid Mr. Killegrcw, Sit William D'Xve- 
nant, and your petitioner, in relation to the legality 
and confequencc of their demands and your peti- 
tioners rights. 

" And your petitioner fhall ever pray.'' 

" At the Court at Whitehall, 4 Auguft, 1660. 

" His Majctlie is pleafcd to refer this petition to 
Sirjeffcry Palmer, Knigh't and Baronet, his MajcRics 
Attorney Gen trail; who haveing called before 
him all perfons coneerned, and examined the peti- 
tioners right, is to certify what, lie finds to be ihe 
true flate of the matters in difference, together 
with his opinion thereupon. And then his Majeftie 
will declare hjs further pleafure. 

EDW. NICHOLAS." 

" May it plcafe your mofl excellent Majcfly. 

" Although 1 have heard the parties concerned 
in this petition fcverally and apart, yet in refpecl 
Mr. KiliigrcwandSirWjiliam lTAvcnant, having 
notice of a time appointed to hcare all parties to- 
gether, did not come, I have forborne to proceed 
further; having alfo receaved an intimation, by 
letter from Sir William D'Avcnant, that 1 was freed, 
from further hearing this matter. 

■" 14 Sept. 1660. j. PALMER." 
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IV. 

" From Mr. Moiety concerning die playes, &e. 
Auguft 3o. 1660. ' 

" Sir, 

" I have becne very much foliciicd by the gen- 
tlemen actors of the Red Bull for a note under my 
hand to ccrtifie unco your worfliip what agreement 
J had made with Mr. Rhodes of the Gockpitt play- 
houfc. Truly, Sir, 1 am fo farr from any agree- 
ment with him, that I never fo much as treated 
with him, nor with any from him, neither did I 
ever confent direflly or indirectly, that hec or any 
others fhould aft any playes that doe belong to 
mee, without my knowledge and confent had and 
procured. And the fame alio I doe certify con- 
cerning the Whitefrycrs pluyhoufc* and players. 

" Sir, this is all I have to trouble you withalt 
att prefent, and therefore I fhalt take the boldnelle 
to icmaine, 

Your Worth.* molt humble Servant, 

HUMPHREY MOSELY." 

Auguft 3o. 60."' 

V. 

On the a 1 ft of Auguft, 1 65o. the following grant, 
asainft which Sir Henry Herbert had petitioned to 
be heard, patted the privy fignet: 

* This is the indor r emem, written by Sir Henry Herbert*! 

T i. e. the pUybonfe in Salilbury- court. 

* The dale inieiicd by Sir Henry Herbert. 

x 4 
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" Charles the Second by the grace of God, of 
England, Scotland, France and Ireland, King, de- 
fender of the layth, fee. to all to who me thefe 
prcfents fhall come greeting. Whereas wee arc 
given to underhand that terrain perfons in and 
about our citty of London, or the lubnrbs thereof, 
doe frequently allctnblc tor the performing and 
acting of playcs and cutcrludes for rewards, to 
which divers of our fubjccls doe for their enter- 
tainment refort ; which laid playes, as we are in- 
formed, doe contains much matter of propbanation 
and icunility, foe that fuch kind of entertainments, 
which, if well m^is^cd, might fcrvc as morall in- 
ftruftions in humane life, as the lame are now tiled, 
doe for the mofl part ten tie to the debauchinge of \ 
the manners of fuch as arc prefent at them, and 
arc very icandalous and often live to all pious and 
well difpofed perfons. We, takewg the premiffes 
into our princely con fide rati on, yett not holding 
it neceffary totally to fupprcflc the ufc of thea- 
ters, becaufe wee are allured, that, if the evill 
and fcandatl in the playcs that now are or bane bin 
acted were taken away, the fame might feme as 

otir lubjeels ; and haueing experience of the art and 
(kill of ourtrufly and well beloucd Thomas Killc- 
grew, efq. one of the Groomes of our Bedchamber, 
and of Sir William Dauenant, knight, for the pur- 
pofes hereafter mentioned, doc hereby giue and 
grante vnto the faid Thomas Killigrew and Sir 
William Dauenant full power and authority to errcct 
two companies of players, confiftingc reflectively 
of fuch perfons as they fliall chufe and appoint, 
and to purchafc, builde and erect, or hire at their 
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charge, as they (hall tliinke fitt, two houfes or 
theaters, with all convenient roora.es and oilier 
liccettaries thereunto appertaining, For the reprc- 
leiuation of tragydies, comedycs, playcs, operas, 
and all other entertainments ol that nature, in con- 
venient piates : and likewife to fettle and eftabHQi 
filth payments to~bc paid by thole that lhall rd'ort 
to fee the laid rcpi efentations performed, as either 
haue bin aecuflomely giuen and taken in the like 
kind, or as lhall he reafonable in regard of the 
great expenccs of sce\es, mufick, and fuch new 
decorations as haue not been formerly ufed; with 
further power to make fuch allowances out of that 
which they lhall fo receiue, to the actors, and other 
perfons employed in the (aid repr efentations in 
both houfes reflectively, as they (hall think fitt: 
the laid companies to be under the gou erne men t 
and authority of them the faid Thomas KMigrew 
and Sir William Dauenant. And in regard of the 
extraordinary lit en tiou fuel's that hath been lately 
ufed in things of this nature, our plcafurc is, that 
there (hall be noe more places of rcprcfentations, 
nor companies of a£lors of plavcs; or operas by 
recitative, mufick, or repref en rations by danceing 

ftagc, in our citties of' London and WeftmmOcr, 
or in the liberties of them, then the two to be now 
erected by venue of this authority. Neverthelefs 
wee doc hereby by our authority royat ftricily en- 
joine the faid Thomas Killegrew and Sir William 
Danenant, that they doe not at any time Iiercaltcr 
caufc to be acted or repr e feu ted any play, enter- 
lude, or opera, containing any matter oi proplia- 
nation, fcurrility or obfecuity; And wee doe fur- 
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thcr hereby anthoriie and command them the laid 
Thomas Killegrew and Sir William Daucnam to 
perufe all playcs that hauc been formerly written, 
and to expunge all prophanclle and feurrility from 
the fame, before they be reprcfented oracled. And 
this onr grantc and authority made to the (aid 
Thomas Killegrew and Sir William Dauenant, fliall 
be effectual) and remain e in full force and vertue, 
notwiihflanding any former order or direction by 
us given, for the fupprcfTmg of playhonfcs and 
playcs, or any other entertainments of the ftage. 
Given, fcc. Augull 21. 1660." 

VI. 

The following paper is indorfed by Sir Hcniy 
Herbert: 

" Warrant Tent to Rhodes, and brought backe by 
him the 10 of Oclob. Co. with this anfwer— 
That lite Kinge did authoriit him." 

" Whereas by venue of a giante under the great 
feale of England, playcs, players and playniakcrs, 
and the perinilfion for erecling of playhonfcs, have 
been allowed, ordered and permitted by the Mailers 
of hisMajeltics office of the Rcvells, my predeccflbrs 
fucceffively, time out of minde, whereof the me- 
mory of man is not to the contrary, and by mec 
for alrnofl, forty yearcs, with exception only to the 
late times : 

" Tbefe are therefore in bis Majefliesname to re- 
quire you to attend mee concerning your playhoufe 
called the Cockpitt playhoufe in Drury Lane, and 
to bring with you fuch authority as you have for 
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creating of the faid houfe into a playhoufe, at your 
perill. Given at his ^lajcfUcs office of the Revclls 
the 8th day of Oflob. 1660. 

HENRY HERBERT." 
" To Mr. John Rhodes at the Cockpitt 
playhoufe in Drury Lane." 

VII. 

Copy of the Warrant fent to the aflors at the 
Cockpitt in Drury Lane by Tom Browne, the 
i3 Oftob. 60. 

*' Whereas feverall complaints have been made 
againft you to the Kings moll excellent Majefly by 
Mr. Killcgrew and Sir William D'Avenant, con- 
cerning the unuluall and unrcafonablc rates taken 
at your playhoufe doores, of the refpe&ive perfons 
of quality that defire to refrefh or improve them- 
f elves by the fight of your morrall entertainments 
which were conllitutcd For proRtt and delight. 
And the faid complaints made ufc of by the faid 
Mr. Killegrew and Sir William Davenant as pare 
of their fuggeftious for their pretended power, and 
for vour late rcftrairtte. 

" And whereas complaints have been made 
thereof formerly too race, wherewith you were ac- 
quainted, as innovations and exactions not allowed 
by mee; and that the like complaints are now 
made, that you do practice the faid exactions in 
takeing of excemve and unaccufiomed rates uppon 
the rcllitution of you to your liberty. 

" Thcfearc therefore in his Majcllics name to re- 
quire you and every of you to take from the per- 
lons of qualitic and others as daily frequent youf 
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plny-houfe, fnch ufunll and accnftomed rates only 
as were formerly taken at che Blackfryers by the 
late company of aflors there, and noe more nor 
Otherwifc, for every new or old play that fliall be 
allowed you by the Mailer of the Rcvells to be 
afted in the (hid playhoufe or any other playhoufe. 
And you are hereby further required to bringe or Jcnde 
to me all fuck old f lata as you doe intendto all atyour 
J 'aid playhoufe, that ihej may be reformed of prophanet 
and ribaldry, atyour perill. Given at the office of the 
Rcvells.' 1 

HENRY HERBERT." 

" To Mr. Michael Mohun, 
and the reft, of the aclors 
of the Cockpitt play- 
houfe in Drury Lane. 
The lStU of Oaober, 
l66o." 

VIII. 

" To the Kings'mofl excellent Majeftie. 

" The humble Petition or Michael Mohun, Ro- 
bert Shattercl, Charles Hart, Nkh. Burt, 
Wm. Carturight, Walter Clun, and William 
Winterfell. 

" Humbly fheveth, 
" Tliat your Majeures humble petitioners, hav- 
ing been fuppreft by a warrant from vour Majeftie, 
Sir Henry Herbert informed us it was Mr. Rille- 



* The words in Italick ctiraflen were iddcd by Sir 
Henry Herbert'* own hand. 
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grew had caufed it, and if wee would give him foe 
ranch a weeke, lie would protect tlicm againft Mr. 
Killegrew and all powers. 1 lie complaint againft 
us was, feandalous plays, laifing the price, and 
acknowledging noe authority; ail which ended in 
foe much per weeke to him; for which wee had 
leave to play and promife of his protection: the 
which your Majefty knows he was not able to per- 
forme, fince Mr. Killegrew, having your Majeilies 
former gran te, fuppreflas, anti 11 ivec had by cove- 
nant obliged ourfelves to act with WOEUEN, a, new 
theatre, and habitts according to onr sceanes. 
And according to yonrMajeftiesapprobation, from 
all the companies wc made election of one com- 
pany; and fo farre Sir Henry Herbert hath bene 
from protecting us, that he hath been a continual 
diflurbance nnto us, who were [united] by your 
Majeilies commando under Mr. Killegrew as Mailer 
of your Majeilies Comedians; and wee have an- 
next unto our petition the date of the warrant 
by which wee were fuppreft, and for a protection 
againft that warrant he forced from us foe much a 
weeke. And if your majeftic be gracioully pleafed 
to cail your eye upon the date of the warrant here- 
to anncxt, your majeftie fhall find the date to our 
contract fucceeded; wherein he hath broke the 
covenants, and not your petitioners, haveiug abufed 
your majeftie in giveing an ill character of your 
petitioners, only to force a fum from theire poore 
endeavours; who never did nor fhall refufe him all 
the refeits and juft prolitts that belong to his place ; 
bee having now obtained leave to arrcfl us, only to 
give trouble and vexation to your petitioners, hopc- 
ing by that meanes to force a famine of money il- 
legally from ug. 
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" The premifcs confidcred, your petitioners 
humbly befeech your majcftie to be gra- 
tiouily plcafcd to fignify your royal plea- 
lure to the Lord Chamberlaiue, that your 
petitioners may not bee molefted in their 
calling. And your petitioners in duty 
bound lhall pray, &c. 
" Nich.Burt. " Robt. Shattcrcl." 3 

William Winterfliall. 
Charles Hart." 



Mr. Thomas Betterton having been a Vrcat 
admirer of Shakfpcare, and having taken the trouble 
iu the beginning of this century, when he was 
above feventy years of age, of travelling to Strat- 
ford-upon-Avon to collect materials for Mr. Rowc's 
life of our author, is entitled to particular notice 
from an editor of his works. Very inaccurate 
accounts of this actor have been given in the 
Biegraphia Brilannica and feveral other books. 
It is obfervablc that biographical writers often give 
the world long differtations concerning iacls and 
dates, when the facT: contefted might at once be 
ascertained by vifitinganeighboiiringparifii-church : 
and this has been particularly the cafe of Mr. 
Betterton. He was the fon of Matthew Better- 
ton (under-cook to King Charles the Firft) and 
was baptized, as I learn from the regiftcr of St. 
Margaret's parifii. Auguft 11. 1 635. He could 
not have appeared on the flage in 1 656. as has 
been afferted, no theatre being then allowed. His 
_ ■ Michael Mohum, William Cartwrighl, and W»Itw Clun 
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firft appearance was at the Cockpit, in Drury Lane, 
in Mr. Rhodes's company, who played there by a 
licenle in che year 1659. when Betterton was 
twenty-fotK years oF age. He married Mrs. Mary 
Saundeifon, an aclrcfs, who had been bred by Sir 
William D'Avenant, fome time in the year i663. 
as appears by the Dramatis Perjona of The Sti'zhttd 
Maid, printed in that year.' From a paper now 
before me which Sir Henry Herbert has entitled a 
Brtviat of matters to be proved on the trial of an 
action brought by him againft Mr. ISettertou in 
1662. I find that be continued to aft at the Cockpitt 
till November 1660. when he and feveral other 
performers entered into articles with Sir William 
D'Avenant; in coufequence of which they began 
in that month to play at the theatre in Salifbury 
Court, from whence after fome lime, I believe, 
they returned to the Cockpit, and afterwards re- 
moved to a new theatre in Portugal Row near 

1 This celebrated atfor continued on the flage fifty yean, 

"ave idmluiLrU » Mm.' 'Such was Li, ^Imn/S (iy, 
lint not Itfng before his death "he confelfed tliat he wa, 
yet learning 10 be an atW His wife furvived him two 
yean. By her hil will, which was made, March lu. 
1711-12. and proved in the following month, (he bequeathed 
10 Mrs. Mary Head, her fi Her, and 10 two other perfons, 
Sol. apiece, " to be paid out of the arrears of the pen lion* 
which lier Majtlly had been gracloufly pleafed to grant 
hen" 10 Mrs. Anne Betterton, Mr. Willis, Mr. Dent, 
Mr. Doggct, and Mrs. Bracegir.lle, twenty {hillings each 
for rings, and to her reliduary legatee Mrs. Francci Wil- 

liamfon, the wife of Wiiliimfon, "her dearly be- 

loved hulband'i picture," 

Mrs. Mary Head mud have been Mr. Benetton'* filter; for 
Mrt. fleuertan'i own uarae wat Mary. 
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Lincoln's Inn Fields. Thcfe Articles were as 

follows : 

ARTICLES OF AGREEMENT tripartite, in- 
dented, made, and a-rccd upon this ttfth day of 
November in the twelfth yce're of the relgnc ol our 
fovcr eigne Lord king Charles the Second, Annocjue 
Domini 1G60. between Sir Win. Davenant of Lon- 
don, Kt. of ihe lira part, and 1 bomas liattcrton, 
Thomas Shcppcy, Ruben Nuakcs, James Noakes, 
Thomas Loveli. John Moleley, Cave Underbill, 
Robert Turner, and Thomas LilleClon, of the fc- 
condpact; and Henry Harris of the citty of Lon- 
don, painter, of the third part, as followcth. 

Imprimis, the laid Sir William Davcnant do;U 
for himfcir, his executors, adminidraiors and af- 
figns, covenant, promifc, grant, and agree, to and 
with the faidThomas Batterion, 'Lhomas Slicppey, 
Robert Noakes, James Noakes, Thomas Loveli, 
John Mofeley, Cave Underliill, Robert Turner, and 
Thomas Lillcflon, that he the faid Sir William 
Davenant by venue of the authority to him de- 
rived for that purpofe does hereby conflitutc, or- 
deine and ctea them the faid Thomas Batterton, 
Thomas Shcppcy, Robert Noakes, James Noakes, 
Thomas Loveli, John Moleley. Cave Underhill, 
Kobcrt Turner, and Thomas Lillefton and their 
affociatcs, to bee a company, publiqnely to ac~t all 
manner of tragedies, comedies, and playes what- 
foever, in any theatre or playhoufc creeled in 
London or Weflmlnflcr or the ftiburbs thereof, 
and to take the ufual rates for the fame, 10 the nl'es 
hereafter exprcft, untill the faid Sir William Davc- 
nant mail provide a newe theatre with scenes. 

Ittm, it is agreed by and between all the hiid 
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parties to tlicfc preterits, that the faiJ company 
(untill the faid theatre bee provided by the laid Sir 
William Davenant) be authorized by him to act 
tragedies, comedies, and playes in the playhoufe 
called Saliibury Court playhoufe, or any other 
houfe, upon the conditions only hereafter follow- 
That the gcnerall receiptc of money of the faid 
playhoufe fhall (after the houfe-rent. hirelings,* 
and all other accullomary and netcfiary expences 
iu that kind be defrayed) bee divided into fower- 
tecne proportions or Iharcs, whereof the faid Sir 
William Davenant fliall have foure full proportions 
or (hares to his owne ul'e, and the reft to the ufe 
of the faid.companic. 

That durcingc the time of playing in the faid 
playhoufe, (untill the aforefaid theatre bee provided 
hy the faidSir Wm. Davenant,) the faid Sir Wm. 
Davenant (hall depute the faid Thomas Batter ton, 
James Noakes, and Thomas Sheppey, or any one 
of them particularly, for him and on bis bebalfe. 
to receive bis proportion of thofc fliarcs, and to 
furvcye the accomptc conduccinge thereunto, and 
to pay the faid proportions every night to him the 
faid Sir Wm. Davenant or his aflignes, which they 
doe hereby covenant to pay accordingly. 

That the faid Thomas Battcrton, Thomas Shep- 
pey, and the reft of the faid company fliall admit 
fuch a confort of inoficiens into the faid playhoufe 
for their necelfary ufe, as the faid Sir William fliall 
nominate and provide, duringe their phiyinge in 
the faid playhoufe, not execedinge the rate of 3us. 

* i. c. men lilted otcahouilly by the nijjlit : in modem 
language, JiiperiiumtrarUi. 

Vol., III. T, 
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the day, to bee defrayed out of die general expences 
of the houfe before the faid fowerteene fharcs bee 
devided. 

That the faid Thomas Batterton, Thomas Shcp- 
pey, and the reft of the faid companic foe authorized 
to play in the playhoufe in Salilbuiy Court or elfe- 
where, as aforefaid, fhall at one weeks warninge 
given by the faid Sir William Davenant, his hcires 
or affigncs, di Solve and conclude their playeing at 
the houfe and place aforefaid, or at any other houfe 
where they (hail play, and fhall remove and joyne 
with the faid Henry Harris, and with other men 
and women provided or to bee provided by the 
faid Sir Win. Davenant, to per for me fuch tragedies, 
comedies, playes, and repre fen la dons in that theatre 
to be provided by him the faid Sir William as 
aforefaid, 

Ilem, It is agreed by and betweene ail the faid 
parties to thefe pre fen ts in manner and form iul- 
lowinge, vizt. T hat when the faid companic, to- 
gether with the faid Henry Harris, are joyncd with 
the men and women to be provided by the laid Sir 
William D'Avcnant to a£l and performe in the 
faid theatre to bee provided by the faid Sir Wm. 
•Davenant. that the gencrall rcccipie of the faid 
theatre ( the generall cxpence firll behiLje deducted ) 
lhall be devided into Bftecnc fhares or proportions, 
whereof two fharcs or proportions fhall bee paid 
to the laid Sir Wm. Davenant, his executors, ad- 
mi niil rators, or affigns, towards the houfe-reut, 
buildinge, fcai'foldingc, and makcing of frames far 
scenes, and one other fliare or proportion fhali 
likewife bee paid to the faid Sir William, his exe- 
cutors, adminiftrators and Afiignes, for pioviliou 
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of habitts, properties, and scenes, for a fupple- 
ment of the faid theatre. 

That the other twelve fliarcs (after all expellees 
of men hirclingcs and other cuftomary cxpcnccs 
dedufled) fhall bee devided into feaven and five 
fhares or proportions, whereof the faid Sir Win. 
D'Avenant, his executors, adminiftrators, or afligns, 
fhall have feaven fliarcs or proportions, to main- 
teine all the women that are to performs or repre- 
fent wo mens parts in the aforefaid tragedies, co- 
medics, playes, or re pre fen cations ; and in conft- 
dcration ol ereftingc and ctlablifliinge them to bee 
a compauie, and his the faid Sir Wins, paines and 
expences to that purpole for many yecres. And 
the other five of the faid fliarcs or proportions is 
to bee devided amongft the rcfl of the perfons 
[parties] to theis prefents, whereof the faid Henry 
Harris is to have an equal fhare with the greatelt 
proportion in the faid five fhares or proportions. 

That the generall receiptc of the faid theatre 
(from and after fuch lime as the faid Coinpanic 
have performed their playeinge in Salifbury Court, 
or in any other playhoufc, according to and noe 
longer than the tyme allowed by him the faid 
William as a'forefaid) fhall bee by bailatine, or 
tickets fealcd for all doores and boxes. 

That. Sir Wm. Davenant, his CKceutors, ad- 
miniflrators or aliignes, fhall at the general chardcre 
of the whole receipte provide three peifons to re- 
ceive money for the faid tickets, in a roome ad- 
joyning to the faid theatre; and that the actors in 
the faid theatre, noive parties to mefe prefeiHs, 
who are concerned in the laid five fhares or pro- 
portions, fliall dayly or wcekely appoint two or 
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three of themfclves, or the men hirelings deputed 
by them, to fit with the aforefaid three perfons 
appointed by the faid Sir William, that they may 
furvey or give an accompt of the money received 
for the faid tickets: That the faid feaven fharcs 
fliall be. paid nightly by the'faid three perfons by 
the faid Sir Wm. deputed, or by anie of them, to 
him the faid Sir Wm. his executors, adminiftrators, 
or aihgncs. 

That the faid Sir William Davenant fliall appoint ' 
half the number of the door-kecpers iicccffnry for 
the receipt of the faid tickets for doorcs and boxes, 
the wardrobe-keeper, barber, and all other nc- 
ceffary perfons as hee the laid Sir Wm. fliall think 
Ctt, and their fallary to bee defrayed at the publique 
chard ge. 

That when any fiiarer amongfl the actors of the 
aforefaid fhares, and parties to ihefc' prefenls, ftall 
dye, that then the faid Sir Wm. Dave.nant, his 
executors, admiuillratoi s or affigncs, (hall have the 
denomination and appointment of the fucceftbr and 
fuccelfors. And like wife that the wages of the 
men hirelings fliall be appointed and cflablifhcd 
by the faid Sir Wm. Davenant, his executors, ad- 
miniftrators, or aillgnes. 

That the faid Sir Wm. Davenant. his executors, 
adminiftrators, oraftignes, fiiall not bee obliged out 
of the fharis or proportions allowed to him for the 
fupplyeingc of cloathes, habit ts, and fecnes, to 
provide eythcr batts, feathers, gloves, ribbons, 
fworde-belts, bands, ftotkings, or llioes, for any 
of the men aflors aforefaid, utiles it be a pro- 
pertie. 

That a private boxe bee provided and efhbliflicd 
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for the ufe of Thomas Killigrew, Efq. one of the 
groomcs of his Majeftics bedchamber, fnfficieiu to 
contcine fixe per (bus, into which the faid Mr. 
Killigrew, and fuch as he (hall appoint, (hall have 
liberty to enter without any fallaiy or pay for their 
entrance into Inch a piaee of the faid theatre as the 
faid Sir Wm. Davenant, his heires, executors, ad- 
ininiuiaiors, or aflignes fliall appoint. 

That the faid Thomas' Batrertou, ThomasShep- 
pey, Robert Noakes, James Noakes,' Thomas Lovell, 
John Mofeley, Cave Uiiderb.il!, Robert Turner, 
and Thomas Lillefton, doe hereby for themfelves 
covenant, pronuTe, grant and agree, to and with the 
faid Sir W. D. his executors, adminiitrators, and 
affignes, by thefe prefents, that they and every of 
thcra fhall become bound to the faid Sir Wm. 
Davenant, in a bond of 5oool. conditioned for the 
performance of thefc prefents. And that every 
fucccfibr to any part of the faid five fliares or pro- 
portions (hall enter into the like bonds before hee 
or they fhall bee admitted to fhare anie part or 
proportion of the faid iliares or proportions. 

And the laid Henry Harris doth hereby for him- 
fclf his executors, adminitlrators, and affignes, 
covenant, promife, grant and agree, to and with 
the faid Sir Wm. Davenant, his executors, ad- 
min iflra tors, and affignes, by thefe prefents, that 
hee the faid Henry Harris fhall within one weekc 
after the notice given by Sir Wm. Davenant for 
the concludingc of the playeinge at Salifbury 
Court or any other houfe clfe abovefaid, become 
bound to the faid Sir Wm. Davcnantin a bond of 
5oool. conditioned for the performance of thefe 
[prefents]. And that every fuceefibr to any of the- 
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faid five fliarcs (hall enter into die like bond, before 
hec or (hey fliall bee admitted to have any part or 
proportion in the laid five Ihares. 

Ittm, it is mutually agreed by and betweene all 
the parties to thefe prefents, that the laid Sir Wil- 
l,am Davenant alone fhall bee Mailer and Superior, 
and Dial! from time to lime have the fole govern- 
ment of the laid Thomas liatterton, Thomas Shep- 
p^-y, Tobcrt Noak.cs, James Noakes, Thomas 
1-ovell, John Mofeley, Cave Underbill, Robert 
Turner and Thomas Lille (Ion, and alfo of the faid 
Henry Harris, and their affociates, in relation to 
t!'e piayes [plfty-houfc] by thefe prefents agreed 
to bee elicited. 



On the l5lh of Nov. 1660. Sir William D'Ave- 
nant's company began to ad under thefe articles at 
the theatre in Salifburv court, at which houi'e or at 
the Cockpit they continued to play till March or 
April, 1662. In Oaobcr, i6fir>. Sir Henry Her- 
bert had brought an action on the cafe againft Mr. 
Mohun and fcvcral others of Killigrcw's company, 
which was tried in December, 1661. for rcpre- 
fenting plays without being licenfed by him, and 
obtained a verdict againft them, as appears from a 
paper which 1 fliall infer! in its proper place. En- 
couraged by his fuccefs in that fuit, foon after 
D'Avenant's company opened their new theatre in 
Portugal Row, he brought a fimiiar action (May 6. 
ifma.) againft Mr. Betterton, of which I know 
not the event.* In the declaration, now before 

' From a paper which Sir Henry Herbert ha« infilled 
" A BrtVMt" of mailers ID be proved on this trial, it ay- 
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me, it is ftated that D'Avenam's company, be- 
tween the i5th of November 1660. and the 6th of 
May 1662. produced ten new playsand 100 revived 
plays ; but the latter number being the ufual flyle 
of declarations at law, may have been infeited 
without a ftrict regard to the fact. 

Sir Henry Herbert Itkewife brought two actions 
on the fame ground againfl Sir William D'Avcnant, 
. in, one of which he failed, and in the other was 
fuccefsful. To put an end to the conteft, Sir 
"William in June 166s befought the king to in- 
terfere. 



" To the Kings molt Sacred Majcfly. 

" The humble petition of Sir William Davenant, 
Knight. 

" Sheweth, 

" Thai your petitioner has bin moleflcd by Sir 
Henry Harbert with feveral profecutions at law. 
" That thofe profecutions have not proceeded by 
; default of not paying the faid 



ars that he was pofleffed of tile OEce-books, of hi, 
edeccITorj, Mr. Tilney and Sir George Buc -, for, among 

ilatej, that " Several plays were allowed by Mr. Tilucy 
i5g8. which is Ga yea r 

^Allowed lobcafledin l5g 
See the bookes. 
King and 710 King allowed to be aflcdi 
in 161 1. ami tliefame to be printed. (Allowed by Sir 
Htgg hath lojl ill PcarU, and hun-1 George Butk," 
dtedi more. * 

v 4 



(Sir William longjword ") , 
isi The Fair Maid afLandim\ A 
{KthardCordclitn. ) 1 
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Henry Harbert his pretrnded fees, ( lie never hav- 
ing fent for any to your petitioner,) but becaufe 
your petitioner hath publiqucly prefented plaies; 
notwithftanding be is authbrii'd thereunto by 
pattern from your Majeures mod royall Father, and 
by fevcral warrants under your Majeilies royal hand 
and fignct. 

" That vour petitioner (to prevent being olit- 
law'd) iias bin inlorc'd to anfwer hiin in two tryals 
at law, in one of which, at Wcflmhifier, your 
petitioner hath had a verdlc! ngainft him, where 
it was declar'd tliat he hath no juiifdiction over any 
plaiers, nor any right to demand fees ofthem. In 
ihe other, (by a London jury,) the Matter oFRe- 
vels was allowed tlie correclion of plaies, and fees 
for foe doing; but not to give plaiers any licence 
or authorise to play, it being prov'd that no plaiers 
were ever authoriz'd in London or Weftminftcr, to 
play by the committor, or y c Mailer of Revels, but 
by authoritic immediately from the crowne. Nei- 
ther was the proportion of fees then determin'd, 
or made certaine; uecaufe feverall witnelfcs affirm' d 
that variety of payments had bin made ; fometimes 
of a noble, fometimes of twenty, and afterwards 
of forty fhillings, for corrcfling a new play; and 
that it was the cuflome to pay nothing for fuper- 
vifing reviv'd plaies. 

" That without any authomie given him by that 
laftvcrdicl, he fent the day after the tryall a pro- 
hibition under his hand and feale (diiefted to the 
plaiers in l ittle Lincolnes Inn fields) to forbid 
them to act plaies any more, 

" Therefore your petitioner humbly praics 
that your Majefly will graciou'lly pleafe 
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(two verdicts having pafs'd at common 1 
law contradicting each other) to referr 
the cafe to the examination of fuch. ho- 
nourable perfons as may fatisfy your Ma- 
jefty of the jufl authontie of the Mafler 
of ftevclls, that fo his fees, {if any be 
due to him) may be made cenaine, to 
prevent extorfion ; and time prefcribed 
how long he fhall keep plaies in his hands, 
in pretence of correcting them; and whe- 
ther he can demand fees for rcviv'd 
plaies; and laflly, how long plaies may 
be lay'd afyde, ere he Jhall judge them to 
be reviv'd. 

" And your petitioner (as in duty 
bound) fhall ever pray," Sec. 

" At the Court at Hampton Court, the 3oth of 
June, i6Ca. 

" His Majcfly, being graciouHy inclin'd to have 
a juft and friendly agreement made betweene the 
petitioner and the laid Sir Henry Harben, is 
pleas' d to referr this petition to the right honorable 
the Lord high Chancellor of England, and the 
Lord Chamberlaine, who are to call before them, 
as well the petitioner, as the faid Sir Henry Har- 
bcrt, and upon hearing and examining their dif- 
ferences, are to make a faire and amicable accom- 
modation between them, if it may be, or other- 
tvife to certify his Majefty the true. Hate of this 
bufmefs, together with their Lordfhips opinions. 

EDWARD NICHOLAS. 
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" Wee appoint Wednefday morning next be- 
fore tenn of the clock to hearc this bufi- 
neflc, of which Sir Henry Harbert and the 
other parties concern'd are to have notice, 
my Lord Chamberlaine having agreed to 
that hour. 

"July;. 1662. CLARENDONE." 

On the reference to the Lord Chancellor and 
Lord Chamberlain, Sir Henry Herbert prefented 
the following llatement of his claims : 

" To tbeR.'HonnonrablcEdwardEarlc ofClaren- 
don, Lord High Chancellor of England; and 
Edward Earle of Manchefler, Lord Chamber- 
lain of his Majeflics Houfehold. 

" In obedience to your lordfhips comandes figni- 
fyed unto mee on the ninth of this inflant, 
July, do make a remembrance oF the fees, 
profittes, and incidents, belongeinge toy' office 
of the Reuells. They are as followeth: 



' For a new play, to bee bronglu withj 0Qs 
e - i 



£■ 

_ lay, to bee bronglu wilt 

the bookc 
1 For an old play, to be brought with! 

the book - - 
' For Chriftmafle fee - - oo3 00 00 

' For Lent fee - oo3 00 00 

' The profittes of a fummers day play, s ' 

at the Black fryers, valued at J 
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£. ,. d. 

" The profitts of a winters day,* ati 5q oq qq 
Blackfryers - -• - ' 

" Bcfides fenerall occauonall gratui- 
tyd from the late K. s company at 
B. fryers. 

*' For a fliare from each company of } 
four companyes of players (bcfides I 
the late Singes Company) valued I 
at a tool, a yeare, one yearc with 
another, bcfides the ufuall fees, by I 
the yearc - - - - J 

" That the Kinges Company of "\ 
players couenamcd . the 1 i.th of I 
Auguft, 60. to pay Sir Henry Her- > 00 4 00 00 
bert per week, from that tyme, J 
abou» the ufuat fees - J 

" That Mr. William Bceiton cone-\ 

named to pay weekly to Sir Henry S004. 00 00 
Herbert the famine of - f 

•' That Mr. Rhodes promifed the 1 
like per wceke - - > * 

■' That the 1st. per wccVe from the three fore- 
named companyes hath been totally deteyned 
from Sir Henry Herbert fince the faid 1 1 th Aug. 

* It il extraordinary that the Matter of the Revels flionid 
have ventured to Hate fifty pounds as the produce of rach 
of the benefits given him by the king's company. We 
have fceo (p. ig5] that at an average tliey did not pro- 
duce nine pounds each, and after a trial of fome yean he 
compounded with that company for the certain fum often 
pounds for fail winter's day, and the like fum for hi) 
fummer. benefit. 
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60. by illegal and unjuft means; and all ufual 
fees, and obedience due to the office" of the 
Revells. 

That Mr. Thomas Killegrew drawes 19I. 6s. per 
week from the Kinges Compauy, as credibly 
informed. 

That Sit William Daucnant drawes 10 fliares of 
i5 fliares, which is valued at 200!. per week, 
cleer proStt, one week with another as credibly 
informed. 

Allowance for charges of Tuites at law, for that 
Sir Henry Herbert is unjuuly putt out of pof- 
feilion and profmes, and could not obtaine an 
appearance gratis. 

Allowance for damages fuflcyncd in credit! and 
proSttcs for about two yearea fince his ^lajcfties 
happy Reftauration. 

Allowance for their New Theatre to bee ufed as 
a playhoufe. 

Allowance for new and old playes a&ed by Sir 
William Dauenantes pretended company of 
players at Salifbury Court, the Cockpkt, and 
now at Portugall Rowe, from the 5th Novemb. 
do. the tyme of their firft conjunction with Sit 
William Dauenant. 

Allowance for the fees at ChrifunaQTc and at 
Lent from the faid tyme. 

A boxe for the Mafler of the Renetls and bis 
company, gratis; — as accuflomed. 
; A fubmifTion to the authority of the Revells for 
the future, and tuat noeplayes, newor old, bee 
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aclcd. till they are allowed by the Mailer of the 
Reuells. . . 
" That rehearfali of plays to be afled at court, be 
made, as bath been accuftomed, before the 
Mailer of the Reuells, or allowance for tliem. 

" Wherefore it is humbly pray'd, that delay 
being the faid Dauenants beft plea, which he hath 
exeialed by illegal acliuges for alrnoft two yeares, 
he maynoe longer keep Sir Hcmy Herbert out of 
pollelhon of bis rightes; but that your Lordfhippcs 
would Ipeedily alien the rights due to the Mailer 
of the Reuells, and afcertaine his fees and damages, 
and order obedience and payment accordingly. 
And in cafe of difobedience by the faid Dauenartt' 
and his pretended company of players, that Sir 
Henry Herbert may bee at liberty to pnrfue his 
courfe at law, in confidence that lie lliall have the 
bencfutof his Majediesjultice, as of your lordfhip- 
pes fauour and promifes in fatisfa£lion, or liberty to 
proceed atlaw. And itmaybee of ill confequence 
that Sir Henry Herbert, dating for 45 yeares 
meniall fervice to die Royal Family, and hauing 
purchafed Sir John Afhlcy's intereft in the faid 
office, and obtained of the late Kings bounty a. 
grante under the greate fealc of England for two 
liues, mould have noe other compenfation for his 
many yeares faUhfull lervices, and conftant ad- 
herence to his Majcflics intereft, accoinpauyed with 
his great fufferinges and loffes, then to bee outed 
of his jull pouefiion, rightes and profittee, by Sir 
William Dauenant, a perlon who exercifed the 
office of Mailer of the Renells to Oliuer theTyranr, 
and wrote the Pirji and Second Parte of Peru, acted 
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at the Cockpitt, in Oliucrs tymc, and foly in his ' 
fauour; wherein hee fett of the juflice of Oliucrs 
aciinges, by companion with the Spaniards, and 
endeavoured thereby to make Oliucrs crueltvcs 
appearemercyes, inrelpcdl of the Spanifli cruel lyes ; 
but the mercyes of the wicked are crue.ll. 

" That the faid Dauenant publifiicd a poem in 
vindication and j unification of Oliuers actions and 
gouemmcut, and an Epithalamium in praife of 
Olivers daughter M*. Rich; — as credibly in- 
formed. ' 

" The matters of difference betweene Mr. 
Thomas KillcgTew and Sir Henry Herbert arc 
upon accommodation. 

" My Lordes, 
" Your Lordiliippes very humble Servant, 

" HENRY HERBERT. 



-Another paper now before me will explain what 
is meant by Sir Henry Herbert's concluding words ; 

" ARTICLES of agreement, indented, made 
and agreed upon, this four the day of June, in the 
14 yeare of the reignc of onr fouveraignc lord 
Kinge Charles the Second, and in the yeare of out- 
Lord 1663. betweene Sir Henry Herbert of Ribs- 
ford in the county of Worcefler, knight, of the 
one part, and Thomas killegrew of Coucnt Garden, 
Efq. on the other parte, as folio we the: 

" Imprimis, It is agreed, that a Brine amity be 



1 Thil pctm Sir William D'Avenant liipprcITed, for i 
4oci DOt appear in his Worki. 
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concluded for life betwecne the faid Sir Henry 
Herbert and the faid Thomas Killegrcw. 

■' Item, The faid Thomas KiUegrew doth for 
himiclfc couenant, promife, giant, and agree, to 
paye or caufe to be pay'd unto Sir Henry Herbert, 
or to his afhgnes, on or before the fourthe day of 
Augutl next, all monies due to the faid Sir Henry 
Herbert from the Kinge and Queens company, of 
players, called Mychaell Mohun, Wiliiam Winter- 
flia'il, Robert Shatereli, William Cartwright, Ni- 
cholas Burt, Walter Clunn, Charles Hart, and the 
reft of that company, for the new plaies at fortie 
[hillings a play, and for the old reuiued plaies at 
twentie (hillings a play, they the faid players haue 
afled Gnce the eleuenthe of Augull, in the yearcof 
our Lord, '1660. 

" Item, The faid Thomas KiUegrew, Efq. doth 
for himfelfe couenant, promife, grante, and agree, 
to paye or caufe to be pay'd unto the faid Sir 
] lenry Herbert, or to his affigncs, on or before the 
fourthe day of Augnft nest, fuch monies as are 
due to him for damages and loffes obteyned at law 
ag. 1 Michacll Mohun, William Wintcrfhall, Robert 
Shatereli, William .Ca'rtwright, Nicholas Burt, 
Walter Clunn, and Charles Hart, upon an action 
of the cafe brought by the faid Sir Henry Herbert 
in the courts of Cornon Pleas ag." y c faid Mychael 
Mohun, William Wintcrfhall, Robert Shatereli, 
William Cartwright, Nicholas Burt, Walter Clunn,- 
and Charles Hart, wherupoh a verdict hath been 
obtayued as aforefaid ag.' them. And littewife doe 
promife and agree that the codes and charges of 
fuite upon another action oi the cafe brought bv 
the laid Sir Henry Herbert, ag. 1 the laid Mychael 
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Mohan Scy' reft of y c players abouc named, fhall 
be alfo payd to the faid Sir Henry Herbert or lo 
his alfigncs, on or before the faid fourth e day of 
Augufl next. 

" Htm, The faid Thomas Killcgrew doth for 
himfctfe coucnant, promife, grante, and agree, that 
the faid Michacll Mohun and the reft of the Kinge 
and Qoaenes company of players fhall, on or be- 
fore the faid taurine day of Augufl next, paye or 
caufe to be pay'd unto the faid Sir Henry Herbert, 
or to his affignes, the fum of fiftic pounds, as a 
prcfent from them, Tor his damages fufteyned from 
ihcm and by their means. 

" Item, That the faid Thomas Killigrcw, Efq. 
doth coucnant, promife, grante, and agree, to be 
aydingc and afliftiiigc unto the faid Sir Henry 
Herbert in the due execution of the Office of the 
Rcuells, and neither direflly nor indirectly to aydc 
or alliile Sir William Daucnant, Knight, or any of 
his pretended company or players, or any other 
company of players to be rays'd by' him, or any 
other company of players ivhatfoever, in the due 
execution of the faid office as aforcfaide, foe as 
y e ayd foe to bee required of y c faid Thomas Killc- 
grew extend not to y' hlencing or oppreffion of 
y*. faid King and Queenes company. 

" And the laid Sir Henry Herbert doth for him- 
felfe coucnant, promife, giantc, and agree, not to 
moled y c faid Thomas Killcgreu\ Efq. or his heirs, 
in any fuite at lawe or othcrwife, to the preiudice 
pf the graiuc made unto him by his Majeflie, or to 
difturbe the rccciuinge of y c profits aryfing by con- 
tract from the Kinge and Queens company of players 
to him, but to ayde and affifle the faid Thomas 
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Killegrew, in the due execution of the legal! pow- 
ers granted unto liim by ImMajcflie for tlieordcrin- 
gcof the laid company of players, and in tlie Icvyiuge 
and receiuinge of y e monies due to him tiic faid 
Thomas Killegrew, .or wliicli fhall be due to hirri 
Irani y c faille company ol players hy any can trail 
made or to be made between thein or amongft the 
fame; and neither dire£tiy nor indirectly to hinder 
the payment of y c laid monies to be made weekly 
or other wile by y e faid company til players to y e 
faid Thomas killegrew, Eftj. or to his alfigncs, buc 
to be ayding and affruingc to the faid Thomas 
Killegrew, l'itpand his alfignes therein, if there 
be caure for it, and that the faid Thomas Killegrew 
defire ic of y c laid Sir Henry Herbert. 

" And the laid Sir Henry Herbert doth for liim- 
felfe eoucnant, proinife, grante, and agree, upon 
the performance of the matters which arc herein 
contayned, and to be performed by the faid Tho- 
mas Killegrew, accoidinge to the daies of pay- 
ment, and other things I y mi ted and cxprclicd in 
thefc articles, to deliver into the hands of y° faid 
Thomas Killegrew tiie deede of couenants, fcalett 
and dcliucrcd by the faid Mychaell Mohun and y E 
others herein named, bearing date the 1 I Augnff, 
1660. to be cancelled by the faid Thomas Kille- 
grew, or kept, "as he (hall think e hit, or to make 
what further advantage of the fame in my name or 
right as he fhall be advifed." ' 

The afters who had performed at the Red Bull, 

» On ilit back of ihii paper Sh Henry Herbert Iiaj 
written — « Copy of rhr Article! fealcd anil delivered the 
Stli June, 62, Between Sir H. H. and Thomas Killegrew. 
Bonds of Soool. for the performance of covenants." 

Vol. III. Z 
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a aed under the direaion of Mr. Killigrew during 
the years 1660, 1661, 166a. and part of the year 
1663- in Gibbon's tennis-court in Vere-ftreet, near 
Clare-market; during which time a new theatre 
was built lor them in Drary Lane, to which they 
removed in April i663. The following lift of their 
llcck-plavs, in which it is oblctvable there arc but 
three or'Shakfpearc, was found among the papers 
of Sir Hen: v Herbert, and was probably funiilhcd 
by them loon after the Refloratibn. 

" Names of the plays a3ed by the Red Bull adors. 

Tht Humorous Lieutenant.- Elder Brother. 



Tht Traitor Henry tht luurtht. 

Levis Crutltj. Merry Whes of Wind/or. 

Wit without Moniy. Kingt and no Kinge. 

Maydes Tragedy. Otheih. 

Phil fir. Shmm. 
. Roth Vukt of Normandy. 1 hi Unfortunate Lovers. 

QjriciUa. Tk* Widnt, 

Dowries the prompter has given a lift of what 
he calls the principal old hock plays afled by the 
king's fcrvants, (wh'ich title the performers under 
Mr. ltillegrcw acquired,) between the time of the 
Restoration and the jimflion of the two companies 
in i 68a. from whkh it appears that the only plays 
ofShakfpearc performed by them in that period, 
were K. Henry IV. P. I. The Merry Wives oj Wtnd- 
Jor. Othello, andjulius Cajar. Mr. Han represented 
Othello, Brutus, and Hottpur; Major Mohun, lago, 
and Cafflub; and Mr. Cartwright FalflarF. Such 
was the lamentable tafle of thofe times that the 
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plays of Fletcher, Jonfon ami Shirley were much 
olturr exhibited than thofe of our author. .OT this 
the following lift furni flies a melancholy proof. 
It appears to have been made by Sir Henry Herbert 
in order to enable him to afeertain the fees due to 
liim, whenever be fhould cllablilh his claims, which, 
however he never accomplifhed, Between the play 
entitled iJrgrt/ui and Tartktnia. and The Loyal Subjea, 
he has drawn a line ; from which, ami from other 
circum flan ccs, 1 imagine that the plays which I 
have printed in Jtalicks were exhibited by the Red 
Bull actors, who afterwards became the king's 
fervants. 

1660. Monday the 5 N( 
Tuefday the 6 N. 
Wenfday the 7 Ni 
Thurfday the 8 N< 



Friday the 9 Nov. 
Saturday the 10 Nov 
Tufdav the i3 Nov 
ThurWay the iS Nov 
Friday the 16 Nov 
Satcrday the 17 Nov 
Monday the 19 Nov 
Tufday the 20 Nov 
Wenfday the 21 Nov 
Thurfday the 32 Nov 
Friday the s3 Nov 
Satcrday the 34 Nov 
Monday the 26 Nov 
Thurfday the 29 Nov. The. Humorous Lieutenant. 
Saterday the 1 Dec. Clareeilla. 
Monday the 3 Dee. A Kinge and no Kinge. 
Thurfday the 6 Dec. Ratio, Duke of Normandy. 



Wives of Win 
Woman, 



. The Mi-idt Tnigcdy. 

. The Unfortunate Lov 

. TU hirgari RitJItc. 

. The Scornfull lady. 

. the Tnnler. 

." The Elder Brother. 

. The Chances. 

. The Opportunity. 
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1660. Saicrday the 8 Dec. 
Monday the 9 Jan. 
Satenlay ihc 19 Jan. 
Thuiiday the 3i Jan, 



1661. March 
Ap, 
May 



atchi 



Decemb. 16 
Decemb. 17 
Decemb. 10 
Decemb. a3 



»GGa. April 4 
April 19 
April *5 
May 5 
' May is 
May 17 



The Moore cfVeni/e. 
. The Weddingt, 
. The Loft Lndy. 1 
. Argnlus and Purlhenia. 

Loyal Subject. 

Mad Lover. 

The Wild-goofe Chafe. 

All'* Lofte by Lufte. 

The Mayd in the MilL 

A Wife for a Monthe 

The Bondman. 

A Dancing Mailer.' 

Vittoria Corombona. 

The Country Captalne. 

The Alehymiit. 

Barthulmcw Faire. 

The Spanilli Curate. 

The Tamer Tamed. 

Aglaura. 

Biifl'y D'ambcis. 

Mery Devil of Edmonton. 

Thc Virgin Martyr, 

PhiJafter. 

Jovial Crew. 

Rule a wife and have a wife. 
Kinge and no Kinge. 
The Mayds Tragedy. 
Aglaura; the tragical way. 
Humorous Lieutenant. 
Selindra — a new play. 
TheFrenclic Dancing Matter. 



Tlie Suiprifal —'anew play. 

K.t. ol the Burning pclllc. 

Brcnoralt. 

Love in a maze. 



Digitized 1 By Google 



OF THE ENGLISH STAGE. 3 4 i 

'i66i.OSob.s6- - Loves Miftrefi. 

Diftomtntcd Collonell. 
Love at firft Cf-ht. 
looj.June 1 - r Cornelia, a new play.— Sir 
W. Bartleys. 
June 6 RencKado. 
July 6 - - ■ The Brothers. 

The Antipodes, 
July »3- - - The Cardinal!. 

From another lift, which undoubtedly was made 
by Sir Henry Herbert Tor the purpofe I have men- 
tioned, 1 learn that Macbeth was revived in i6o3 
or 1664. I fuppofc as altered by D'Avenant. 

•■ Nov. 3. 1 663. Flora's Figariis - f. 1. - - 
" A paftoral called The £*- 1 

{ ,oJure - . . I *• J - 



t iL Ith 



" Henry t 

11 Revived play. Taming tAt-j 

Shrew - - S 1 ' " 

« The Gtntrall ■ - 1. - - 

l; Parfons Wc.lingt - 2. - - 

Revived play. Macbtlh 1. 

11 K. Henry 8. Revived play 1. 

11 Houfe to be let - - 1. - r 
'■ More for plays, whereof) 

Elvira the laft . - } 9 " " 

( " Forphycs - £. 41." 

Sir William IVAvenam's Company, after having 
played for Tome time at the Cockpit in Dniry-lane, 
and at Salifbury-coun, removed in March or April 
jC6a. to a new theatre in Portugal-row, ncarLinr 
toln's-inn- fields, Mr. Uetterton, his principal 
Z 3 
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aflor, we are told by Dowries, was admired in the 
part of Peticies, which he Frequently performed 
before the opening of the new theatre: and while 
this comrjariy continued to acl in Portugal-row, 
they rcpreftoted the following plays of Shaklpeare, 
and it fliould Peera thole only: Macbeth and The 
T'.mprjl, altered by D'Avcnam; KingLear, Hamlet, 
^ing Henry the Eighth, Romeo and Juliet, and Twrljth 
Night. In Hamlet, the Prince of Denmark was 
rcpielcntcd by Mr. llcttertmi ; the Ghoft by Mr. 
Richards; Horatio by Mr. Harris; the Queen by 
Mri. Davenport; ami' Ophelia by Mrs. Saunderfon. 
In Romeo and Juliet, Romeo was reprcfentcd by Mr. 
Harris, Merculio by Mr. Beucrton, and Juliet by 
Mrs. Saunderfon. Mr. Bctterton in Twelfth Night 
performed Sir Toby Belch, and in Henry the Eighth, 
the King. He was without doubt alio the per- 
former of King I. ear. ' Mrs. Saunderfon reprc- 
fentcd Catharine in King Harry the Eighth, and it 
may be prcfumed, Cordelia, and Miianda. She 
alfo performed Lady Macbeth, and Mr. liettcrton 
Macbeth. - . 

The theatre which had been ct^tled in Portugal 
Row, being found too fmali, Sir William D'Avc- 
nant laid the foundation of a new playhoufe in 
Dorlet Garden, near Durfct Siairs, which however 
he did not live to fee completed; for he died in 
May 1 6 6 S . and it was not opened till 1671. There 
being flrong rcafon to believe that he was our 
poet's fon, 1 have been induced by that circum- 
flance lo inquire with fome decree of minuiencfs 
into his hiftory. 1 have mentioned in a preceding 
page that the account given of him by Wood, in 
his Athena Oxonienjes, was taken from Mr. Aubrey's 
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Manufcript. Since that (licet was printed, Mr. 
Warton has obligingly furniflied me with an exact 
tranfetipt of the ankle relative to D'Avenant, which 
as ic contains iome particulars not noticed by Wood, 
1 illall here fubjoin : 

" MS.,Anbicy. Mus Ashmol. Lives. 
Sir WILLI A M D A V E N A N T, Knight, 
Poet-Laureat,' 

was borne about the end of February in 

fticct in U'e city of Oxford, at the CrowneTaverne ; 
baptized 3 of March A. D. i6n.5-b. liis fatlier 
was John Davenant, a vintner there, a very gtave 
ami difueet citizen: his mother was a very beau- 
tiful woman, and of a very good wilt, and cf eon- 
vcrfation extremely agtccabli. They had 3 forvs, 
viz. Robert, William, and Nicholas ; (Robert was 
a fellow of St. joint's Coll. in Oxon. then pielerd 
to the vicarage of We fi king ion by Bp, Davenant, 
whole chaplain lie was ; Nicholas was an attorney:) 
and a bandfome daughters; one m. to Gabriel 
Biadly, B.D. of C. C. C. beneficed in the vale of 
White Horfe; another to Dr. Sherburne, -miinller 
of Pembordgi [—bridge] in Hcrcf. and canon of 
that church. Mr. Win. Shakfpearc was wont to 
goe into Warwickfbire once a yeare, and did co- 
monly in bis journey lie at this Imnl'e in Oxon. 
■where he was cxccedii:;;lv rcfpixteJ. Now Sir 
William would fomctimes, when he was pleafaut 

» Mr. Warton inform, mc. that "It appear) by Aubrey's 
letters thai tbii Lite of Ilavcuaut was lent to Wood, and 
dnwn up at hi> lequell." 

z 4 
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over a glalTe of wine with his mo ft intimate friends, 
' ( (. g. Sam Butler, author of Hudibrae, <bc. ire.) 
fay, that it feem'd to him, that he writ I with the 
very fpirit that Shakcfpcate | wrote withj, and 
was contented enough to bee thought Ins Ion: he 
would tell them the ilory as above. He went to 
fchoole at Oxon. to Mr. Silveiler; Charles Whcarc, 
F. [jtlius } Oegorit W. was his fchocdfeliow : but I 
feare, he was drawne from fchoole, before he was 
ripe enoughe. He was pre lei ted to the fn II, 
Dutchefs of ^Richmond, to wayte on her as a page. 
I remember, he told me. llie feat him to a famous 
apothecary fur fome unicoine's borne, which he 
was relblved to try with a fpyder, which he empaled 
in it, but without the expected fuccefs : the Ipider 
would goc over and through and thorough, un- 
concerned. 1 le was next a fervant (as f rem ember, 
a page alio) to Sir Fidkc Gfevil Ld. Brookes, with 
whom he lived to his death; which was, that a 
fervant of his that had long wayicd on him, and 
his lor— [loiufhip] had olten told bin!, (hat he 
would doc fomeihing for him, but did not, 'but 
flili put him oil with delay ; as he was trulfing tip 
hife loid's pointes, comeiug hotu lloole, [ fur then 
their breeches were faliened to the doubletts with 
pointes ; then came in houkes and cies, which not 
to have faliened was in my boyhood a great crime, ] 
flabbed him. This was at the fame time that the 
duke of Buckingham was flabbed by t'elion ; and 
the great node and report of the duke's. Sir VV. 
told inc. quite drown'd this of his lord's, that was 
fcatce lakeu notice of. This Sir Fulke G. was a 
good wit, and had been a good poet in his youth : 
. )ie wrote a poeme in loiio, which he printed not, 
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rill he was old, and then, as SirW. fuid, with loo 
much judgement and refining fpoilcd it, which, 
was at firll a delicate thing. He [Dav.] writt a 
play, or plays, and verfes, which he did with fo 
much fwcetncfle and' grace, tliat by it Jie got the 
love and friendfhip of his two Maiccnaces, Mr. 
Endymion Porter, and Mr. Henry Jermyn, [lince 
E. of St. Albans] to whom lie has dedicated his 
poem caHfed Madegafcar. Sir John Suckling was 
his great and intimate friend. After the death of 
Ben Jolinron, he was made in his place Poet Lau- 
reat. He got a terrible c — p of a black handfome 
wench, that lay in Axe- Yard, WcAm, : whom he 
thought on, when he fpcaks of Dalga, [in Gon- 
c'.ibettj which coft him his nofe; with winch un- 
lucky mil'cliance many wilts were fo cruelly bold, 
c. g. Sir John Menis, Sir John Dcnhara, ire. <bc. 
In 1641. when the troubles began, he was Faine to 
fly into France, and at Canterbury he was feized 
on by the Mayor. 

" For Will had in his face the flaws 
it And markes received in c 01111 try Yfaafe. 
it Tliey flew oil hint like lyons palfant, 
it And tore his nofe, as much as was on't ; 
ti And callM him i'upei llitious ft 00 rat, 
• 1 Anil Pop'tlli dog, and cut of Home. 

M 'WMsfurely (he firlt time, 

u That Will's religion was a crime." 

" In the Civil! Warres in England, he was in 
the army of William MarqueHe ofNcwcaflle, [fmce 
Duke] where he was generall of the ordinance. I 
have heard his brother Robert fay, for that fervice 
there was owing 10 him by King Charles the Firft 
(pool, D-uring that waire 'twas his hap to have 
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two Aldermen - of Yorke his prifoners, who were 
fometliinge flubborae, and would not give the ran- 
fome ordered by the councill of warre. Sir Wil- 
liam ufed them civilly, and treated them in his 
tent, and fate them at the upper end of his tabic 
d la mode dc France. And having done fo a good 
while to his charge, told them (privately and 
friendly) tuathc was not able to kcepe fo charge- 
able guefts, and bade them take an opportunity to 
efcape; which they did; but having been gon a 
little way, they confukred with thcmlelves, that in 
gratitude they ought to goc back, and give Sir 
William their thankes, which they did: but it was 
like to have been to their great danger of being 
taken by the foldiers; but tliey happened to gett 
fare to Yorke. 

" The king's party being overcome, Sir W.'Dave- 
nant, (who had the honour of knighthood from 
the D. of Newcaftle by commilhon,) went info 
Trance, and relidcd in Paris, where the Prince of 
Wales then was. He then began to write his ro- 
mance in vcrfe called Gondibtrl; and had not write 
above the lirft buoke, but being very fond of it 
printed it, before a quarter Embed, with an epifile 
of his to Mr. Th. Hobbcs, and Mr. Hobbei' ex- 
cellent cpiftlc to him printed before it. Hie 
courtiers, with the Prince of Wales, could never be 
ai quiet about this piece, which was the occafion 
t)f a very witty but latirical little bookc of verfes 
in Svo. about .[ fliccts, writt by G-D, of Bucks, 
Sir John Denliam, i?c. 6 c. 

ii Thai thou Forl'ak'd thy fleepe, thy diet, 
11 And what is more than lint, gur 41111:!." ' 
I Thefc lines are LasccuiitcJy quoted by memory from 
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" This laft word, Mr.Hobbcs told mc, was the 
occafion of their writing. 

" Here lie lay'd an ingeniofe defignc to carry a 
confidcrablc number of artificers (chic:ly weavers} 
from hence to Virginia; and by Mary tire Q's. 
mother's meanes he got favuar from the K. of 
France to goe into the prifons, and pick and chufe: 
fo when the poor dammed wretches underlfood, 
what the defigne was, they cryed uno art, tout tif- 
Jcran, we are all weavers. Well, 36. as I remember, 
he got, if net more, and fhipped them; and as he 
was in his voyage towards Virginia, he and his 
lijj'eran were all taken by the Jliips then belonging 
to the parliament ol England. The Ikivcs, I lup- 
pofe, they fold, butSir William was brought pri- 
foner into England. Whether he ivas firil a pri- 
foner in Carefbroke CalUe in the llle of Wight, or 
at the Towr of London, I have forgo tt; he was pri- 
foner at both : his Gondibert was hnilhcd at Caref- 
broke Caflle. He expefted no mercy from the par- 
liament, and had riu hopes of efcaping with his life. 
It plcafcd God, that the two aldermen of Yorke 
aforcfaid, heating that he was taken and brought 
to London to be tryed for his life, which they 
imderftood was in extreme danger, they were 
touched with fo much gcncrofity and goodnes, 
as upon their o\yn accounts and mere motion 
to try what they could to lave Sir William's life, 
who had been fo civil to them, and a means of 
laving theirs; to come to London ; and acquaint- 
ing the parliament with it, upon their petition, 

Cer'ain Vrrfts written h fn err.l nf il.e aulliar': friends, /a he tt- 
printed with thejecortd edition ofCmdibert, i653. 
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isc. Sir William's life was faved. 1 'Twas Harry 
Martyn, that faved Sir William's life in the houfe: 
when they were talking of facrificing one, then 
faid Hen. that * in facrificcs they always offered 
pure and without blCmilfa ; now yc talk of making 
a facrifkc of an old rotten ratal.' Vid. H. 
Maityn's life, where by this tare jeft, then for- 
got, the L. d Falkland faved H. Martyn's life. 

" Being freed from imprifonmem, becaufc plays 
(fcil. trage. and comedies) were in thefe prefbyte- 
rian limes fcandalous, he contrives to fet tip an 
opera, Jlyio reiilalivo ; wherein Sergeant Maynard 
and fever al citizens were engagers: it began in 
Rutland Houfe in Charter-houfc-yard: next, fcili- 
cet anno — at the Cock-pit in Drury Lane, where 
were ailed very well, Jlylo ruitativo. Sir Franiis 
Drake, and the Siege of Rhodes, 1ft and and part. 
It did affect, the cie and care extremely. This firfl 
brought SCENES in fafliion in England: before, at 
plays was only an hanging.* 

" Anno Domini 1660. was theliappy reflauratlon 
orhis Majefly Charles Ilnd. ; then was Sir William 
made — — — — — and the Tennis- 
Court in Little Lincoln's Inn Fields was turned 
into a play houfe for the Duke of York's players, 
where Sir William bad lodgings, and where he 

' Mr. Wartew oufervet 10 me, that •■Aubrey do« not 

fay here that Milltn (with die two aldermen) wad inllr.i- 
raental in Civing D'Avenmt'i lire. Dr. Johnfon is pur.xlcd 
on what authority to fix this anecdote. Life of Milton, 
p. l8l, Svo. tdit. I heiieve thai anecdote was firlt retailed 
in print by Wood, J ih. Oxen, 11. 411." 

* Here we have another and a decifivc confirmation oF 
what has been (iattd in a former, page oil the fubjefl of 
fcenrj. See p. g3. fiq. 
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dyed, Aprill — — - i B6 — . I was at his Funeral: 
he had a coffin of walnut tree : Sir John Dcnliam 
laid, that it was the fined coffin dial he ever Taw. 
His body was tarried in a hear lie from flic play- 
houfe to We ftmi niter- Abbey, where at the great 
weft dorc lie was received by the ling [ing] men 
and cboriflers, who fang the fcrvice of the church 
{I am the RtJurreUion, <bc. <bc.) to this grave, which 
is near to the monument of Dr. llaac Barrow, 
which is in the South Croffe aille, on which in a 
paving Hone of marble is writt, in imitation of 
that on lien. Johufon, O rare Sir William Da- 
v en ant. 

" His firfl lady was Dr. 's daughter, phy- 

htian, by whom he had a very beautiful and inse- 
niofe fon, that dyed above twenty years fince. His 

iecond lady was daughter of , by whom he 

had ieveral children. I fawfome very young ones 
at the funerall. His eldeil is Charles D'Avenant, 
the Duflor, who inherits his fatlier's beauty and 
pliancy. He practices at Doctor's Commons. He 
Writt a play called Circe, which has taken very well. 
Sir William hath writt about a5 plays, the romance 
called Gandibert, and a little poem called Mada- 
gajcar. 

" His private opinion was, that religion at lad 
[e. g. a hundred years hence ] would come to fet- 
dement; and that in a kind of ingeniofe Quaker- 
ifme ' 



* The foUmuinp: playi, wrinen by SirWilliam D'Avenant, 
were licenfed liy the Malkr of [he Revels in ihe follow- 

Thi Cruel Brolktr, Jin. is. 1636-7. 
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On the gih Novetnb. 1671. D'Avcnant's com- 

The Celmiel, July 23. 1629. 
7he Jujl Italian, Oflob. a. lGig. 
75* If'iW, ]m. 19. 1633-4. 
' tavt and Htmeur, Nov! ao. iG3.j. 
Newifrtm PijmoHlA, Aug. I. iG35. 
ff.Hjn-ttJ.il.™, Nov. 16. iG35. 

*ji^«i.ia7V.V ; .<ta(, llcenfed for prefi, J»n. 8. iG37. 

r;./-,/!.!,-'.- a r r?i iG iC3S. 



In 16QS was i.Li!.:;n, t <] Sir inllir.m.irArct.r.,,?, Vcjagi M the 
elhcr World, i.iilh lit A,h-e«t«rts in tht Pjel'i Elizitim, written 
by Richard Fleeknne, which 1 fnbjoin 10 the memoirs of 
(hat poet. Confifliug of only a (ingle fheet, the R rcater 
p»rt of the impreffion has probably pcrilhcd, for 1 have 
never met with a fceond copy of this piece: 

" Sir \Villi.ini D'Avenant being dead, not a poet would 
afford him to much as an elegic ; whither becaufc he foil gilt 
to make a monopoly of the an, or drove lo become rich 
in Ipight of Minerva: it being with poets as with mum- 
rooms, which grow onely on barren ground, inrich the 
foyl once, and then degenerate : onely one, more humane 
than the reft, accompany' d him to his grave With this 



' Now Davcnant's dead, [lie (hge will n 
1 And all 10 barbariTm turn ; 
1 Since he it was, this lattr 



Let. 



* Who chiefly civilii'd the 

* Great was his wit, his fancy great, 
' Al e're was any poet's yet ; 

' And more advantage none e'er made 

* O' th' wit and fancy which he had. 
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pany removed to their new theatre in Dorfet 

1 Not oncly Dcdalus' arts lie knew, 
' Bui even Prom e them's loo ; 

* And living ma china made of men, 

' At well as dead ones, for llie fecne. 
' And if die flage or theatre he 
' A little world, 'twas chiefly Ik, 
' Thai, Alias-like, ftp ported it, 
i' By fcree of induftry and wit, 

• All thii, and more, lie did leCde, 
' Which having periecleJ, he dy'J : 
' if he rrjay properly be 1 j id 

' To die, whufe fame will ne'er he dead.' 

" Another went further yet, and uling the privilege of 
your aniient poets, who with allmofl as mudi certainty 
as your divines, can tell all that pants in tlie other world, 
iVid thus relate his voyage thither, and all his adveuturea 
in the poet's clyiiiim. 

" As every one at the inflaiit of their deaths, have 
paflpnrts given them for fome place or ether, he had his 
for the poeis' elyiium i which not without nrocu difficulty 
he obtained from the officers of ParnaffrK : for when he 
alkdg'd, he was an hcroick poet, they alk'd him why he 

they t&M him' why he left it oil', and oncly rtudiedTo 
get rnouyi like him who fold his horfc to buy him pro- 
vender: and finally, when he added, he was a poet laureate, 
they laugh'd, and faid, bayes was never mure cheap than 
now ; and that flnce Petrarch's time, none had ever been 
legitimately crown'd. 

" Nor had he lefs difficulty with Charon, who hearing 
he was rich, thought to make booty of him, and alk'd an 
< <traordinary price for . his paiia;;c over; hut coming to 
jnymcnt, he found he was lo poor, as he was ready to 
mm him back agen, he having hardly fo much as hit 
Hitjj/'im, or the price of cvciy ordinary palfengtr. 

" Being Srm'd, they were all much amai'd to fee him 
there, they having never heard of his. being dead, neither 
by their weekly gj/.cts, nor cryen of verlcs and pamphlets 
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Gardens, which was opened, not with 01 

up and down ; {as ef'mmon a trade there, slmoll a 



but imagine 

• What tearing nofe) had been tli<re, 

• Had they but nufei for io tear.' * 

" Mean time the roioick poets made a ring about them, 
as boys do when they hifs dogs tpfiftlicr by rlic cars ; till at 
In ft they were feparated by Pluto's officers, ai diligent to keep 
the peace and part [he fray, as your Italian Sbini, ot Spatiifh 
Alguazilo ■ and fo they dtag'd diem both away, (tie dbfim 
lo tlie llnekf, [or railing tumult and difiurb .n cls in hell, ana* 
the kniftht to the tribunal, where Minos, /Lacns, and Hba- 
ihmanthus were to fit in judgement on him, with Momuj the ■ 

" Here bcir.fi arriv'd, and lilencc commanded, they afk'd 
him his quality and profeffion : to whom he anfwer'd, he 
iv-as a Poet-laureate, who for poetry in geinrrtl iiad not 
his fellow alive, and bad left none io equal him now he 
was dead : and for eloquence, 

*■ John tlonne, the elded fon of Donne the port, wis □ Civilian, 
He is fiii id hive met with a miiSouiine iunilir 10 (bat of 
D'Avenant. 
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SliakTp care's plays, but with Dryden's comedy 
tailed Sir Martin Marall. 1 , 

" Haw wwr any hyperbalies 

*> Were kigjttT, or farther fifties' d than Ms; 

" Jftt ever tmparifam again 

" Made thingi lampar'd more clear and plain. 

Then for his plays or draroaticlc poetry. 
" Houj that of The Unfortunate Loverj 
'< The dtbtk of tragedy difeovtrs ; 
" his Love and Honour you might fie 
" The height of Irageiomedy ; 

And for his Wty, (A< rsmii* Jfrr . 

in nunc /el <tifr jJam'd u/i *ijAer : 

Jul raming to his Siege of Rhodei, 
" It outvtnt all the njl by odds i 



" To which MomuJ angered : that though they Were 
never To good, it became not him to commend them as he 
did; thai there were faulu enough to be found in them; 
and that he had mar'd more good plays, than ever he had 
made i that all llii wit lay in hyperbolic: and comparifons, 
which, when acccifory, were commendable enough, but 
when principal, difcrvcd no great commendations j that 
his mufe was none of the nine, but onely a mttngril, or 
by-blow of Purnafuis, and her beauty rather fophillicate 
than natural -, "that "lie olfer'd at learning and philofophy, 
but. at pullen and nubble gecfe ofJer'd to fly, who after 
they had tlutter'd up a while, at length came Muttering 
down as fad agen ; that he waj with his high-founding 
words, but like empty hogfheads, the higher they founded, 
the emptier ilill they were; and that, finally, he fo per- 
plex 'd himfelf and readers with parentlufis on parenthelis, 
as, jullasina wiiderneli or labyrinth, allfeni'e was loll in them. 



« The building, fcencs, &c. of that theatre coft 5oool. 
according to a ilatement given in a petition prefented to 
Queen Anne about the year 170Q. by Cliarlei D'Aveiiant, 
Charles Killegrew, Chriitopher Rich, and others. 
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Between the year 1671 and 168s. when the Kind's 
and the Duke of York's frrvants united, (about 
which time Charles Hart,' the principal fuppoit of 

" As for Ins life and manner*, ihcy would not examine 
ihofe, [incc 'tiras fuppofed they were licentious enough; 
onrly lie wou'd fay, 

" He vim a good comjiaiisn for 

" The rich, but ill one Jut tkt poor; 

" On wham he lojk'd Jb, )i-x'd bei'tevt 
He walked u-iih a fact aeplkt : 

" WhUJl he mvfi be a lord at Uafi, 

" For uihom he'd [mile or break a jeaji. 
" \nd though ihla, and much mure, was exaggerated 
ajiijill Mm by Moinui, yet the judges were fo favourable 
to him, hcc.iufo he had left the mufti for Pluto, ai they 
condemned him oncly to live in Pluto'i court, to make 
him and I'roferpina meny with his facetious jcafis and 
Horiei t'with whom in Ihori lime he became fo gracious, 
by complying with their humour), and. now and then drcf- 
finjf a d'ifh or two of Hi cat for them," as they joyu'd him 

ail rlielr fpurts and recreations : fo as, oncly changing place 
before* and' lives tlit fame life there, as he did here! ™" 
"POSTSCRIPT. 
" To tl.e Ation of ihe Theatre in Uacehi-Ian-FlcUi. 
" I prormfed you a fight of what 1 had written of Sir 
William U'Avenant, and now behold it here ; by it you 
will pcrc-ive how much they ahufed you, who told you 
it was Inch an abufive. thing. If you like it not, take heed 

for you, but ayainfl you loo. 

" RICH. FLECKNOE." 
T From the preface to Settle's Fatal Love, 1GS0. it fhould 
feem that he had then retired from the ftage, perhaps in 

« Thi. Teems to allude to a h& then veil known. D'Aveuaat 
wu piubibly admitted 10 the private fuppcrl of Charles [he Second. 
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the foinicr company, died,) King Ltar, Timon of 



> did 10 have been Nell Gwins fcrfl lover, and wai ihe 
nod celebrattd tragedian of hit lime. 

•■ What Mr. Han delivers, [fay. K> mcr,] every one lata 
jpon content', ilitir eyes are j rrpulTrifed and th;rnicil by 
ail -cli.m before auc'u of trie po.t's eai appin J( b their 
tars; and to the moll wretched of charaflen he give; a, 
uflre brilliant, which daaalet the fight, thai the de- 
Eotmitiei In the poetry cannot be pereeived." Were I 
i pott, [hy- aooihti contemporary writer,! nay a F letc her, 

> Sbakfpea.e, I wuuld quit my own title to immortality, lb 
(hat one acli.r might never die. This I may modcP.ly fay 
of him, (nor is it my particular opinion, bill the fenfe of 
ill mankind.) that the Ufl tragedies on the KngliQ 



from Mr. Hart's perfotman 
him, that 



t left fiich an impiem 

hett majefly (mm any fee 
pblet entitled Tht UJt of 



between Mr. Hart and Jo, upon the account of hit late 
negocittioo in France,* and there (pending :lie company 
fo much money to fa iltile porpnle, or, at 1 may mom 
properly fay, to no pjtpofe ai all. 

" There happened to be one night a play ailed called 
CalHini'i CanJi'iraiy, wherein there was wanting a great num- 
ber of fenatora. Now Mr. Hart, being chief of the houfe, 
■would oblige Jo to drefi for one cf ihefe fenitora, al- 
though hij Hilary, being 5os. per week, freed him from any 
futh obligation. 



d been fcnl lo fcull by Mr. Han and Mr.^KiJ- 
ic the machinery employed in the French OpcraJ. 

A a J 
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Athens, Macbeth, and The Ttmpcfi, were the only 
plays of our author that were exhibited at the 
tn eat re in Dorfct Gardens; and the three latter 
were not represented in their original (late, but as 
altered by D'Avenant' and Shadweli. Between 

" But Mr- Hart, as I flid before, being fole govcrnour 

" jo, 'bti i4 vavr! ..i the IH-ht Mr. .Han bad put upon 
hiso, fouii 1 out tills method of bring revenged on him. 
He geti a Scaramouch drefs, a large full ruff, makes him- 
frlf whijkerl from ear to ear, puts on bii head a long 
Merry Andrew's cap, a {hort pipe in hit mouth, a little 
three-legged ftool in his hand ; and in ihii manner follows 
Mr. Ibrt on the ftage, fcts himftlf down behind liim, and 
begins to fmokc bis pipe, laugh, and point at him. Which 
comical figure put all the ho life in an uproar. Tome laughing, 
fonic clipping* and fomc hullaing. Now Mr. Hart, as thole 
who knew him can aver, was a rasa of that exacluef, and 
grmdeux on the liage, that let what would happen, he'd 
never difc-mpofe himftlf, or mind any thing but what he 
then rcprefented ] and had a feme' fallen behind him, he 
would not at that time look back, to have (ccn what was 
the matter [ which Jo knowing, remained fllll fmoaking : 
the audience continued laughing, Mr. Iiart acting, and 
wondering at this nnufual occaGon of their ml.th i fometimes 
thinking It fonie dlllurbancc in the houfe, again that it 
mi Jit be fomeihing amif> in bis drefi : at lafi turning him- 
ftlf toward the femes, he difcovcrcd jo in the aforcfaid 
poll urc ; w hereupon lie iinuudl itily "oci utJ'tlic ftage, ficcar- 
ing he would never fet foot on it again, unlcfs jo was im- 
mrdiairly turned out of doors, which was no fooncr fpoke, 
but put In pracllee." 

- The tragedy of Mucbilh, altered by Sir William D'Ave. 
rant, being dri II in all its finery, as new cloaths, ncwfccncs, 
■Dae bin ri, as flyings for the witches, with all the linglng 
and dancing in it, (the fir ft compofed by Mr. Lock, the 
other by Mr. Channel and Mr. Jofeph Prie II,) it being all 
excellently performed, bebtg in tkt nature of an opeia, it 
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i6Ss and ]6g5. when Mr. C.ongreve, Mr. Better- 
ion, Mrs. Barry, and Mrs. Bruccgirdle, obtained 
a licence to open a new theatre in Lincoln's Inn 
Yields, Othello, A Mufummcr jYtgkt's Drtatn, and 
The Taming of the Shrew, are the only plays of 
Shakfpcarc which Dowries the prompter mentions, 
as having been performed by the united companies: 
A Midfummcr Night's Dream was transformed into 
an opera, and the The Turning of the Shrew was exhi- 
bited as altered by Lacy. Dryden's Troilus and 
CreJJlda, however, the two parts of King Henry IV. 
Twelfth Night, Macbeth, King H.nry VI II. Julius 
Ccefar, and Hamlet, were without doubt luineiuncs 
rcprcfented in the fame period : and Tate and 
TJurfcy furnifhed the fcene with miserable altera- 
tions of Cortolanus, King Richard II. KirgLenr, and 
Cymbtline* Otway'i Casus Manas, which was 
produced in 16S0. ufurped the place of our poet's 
Romeo and Juliet for near leventy years, and Lotd 
Lavif down's Jew of Venice kept poli'ellion of the 
flage from the time of its firft exhibition in 1701. 

rccomp^nced doable the tspenct : it proves Hill a lafting 
play." Rcjcim AnglicanUt, p. 33. 8vo^ 1708. 

» In i6 7 3. Til Temjujl cr the Inch**ted IJlaad, made 
jnlo an opera by Mr. Sliadwcll, having all new 111 it, as 
fcenes, machines ; one fcene palmed will, myrildi of atrial 
fpirits, and anolhtr Hying away, with a libit furnifhed 
out with Fruits, fweatmeats, and all Torn of viands, juft 
when duke Triuculo and Ms company were going 10 dinner; 
all thing! wire performed in it fo admirably well, tliat not 
any fucccedinp opera got mote money." Ibidem, p. 34. 

* King Richard II. and King hear ^ were produced by Tate 
in l68l. before the union of the two companies ; and 
Ccriilattut, under the title of The Ingraliludt ef a C'cmmcii 
wealth, in 1GS3. In the fame year appeared Dnrfcy's alte- 
ration pf CymiiUnt, under the title of Tlit Injured friitw/i, 

A a 3 



358 HISTORICAL ACCOUNT 



to the year 1741. Dryden's All for Love, from. 
1 67 8 to 1 759. was performed inflcad af our author's 
Antony and Cleopatra ; and D'Avenant's alteration 
of Macbeth jn like manner was preferred to our 
author's tragedy, from its fit ft exhibition in 1 663. 
for near eighty years. 

In the year 1705 Cibber produced his alteration 
of King Richard III. 1 do not find that this play, 
which was fo popular in Sbakfp care's time, was 
performed from the time of the defloration to the 
end of the lad century. The play with Cibbcr's 
alterations was once performed at Drury Lane in 
170/i. and lay dormant from that time to the 28th 
of Jan. 1710. when it was revived at the Opera 
Houle in the Hay market; 6nce which time it has 
been reprefented, I believe, more frequently than 
any of our author's dramas, except Hamlet. 

On April a3. 1 704. The Merry Wives of Wind/or, 
by command ol the Queen, was performed at St. 
James's, by the actors of both boufes, and after- 
wards publtckly reprefented at the theatre in Lin- 
coln's Inn Fields, May ]8. in the fame year, by- 
Mr. Be iter ton's company ; but although the whole 
force of his company was eycrted in (he reprc- 
fcntatioii', the piece had fo little fuecefs, that it 
was not repeated til! Nov. 3. 1720. when it was. 
again revived at the lame theatre, and afterwards 
frequently performed. 

From 1709. when Mr. Rowe publifhed his edi- 
tion of Shakfpcare, the exhibition of his plays 
became much more liccjueiu than before.. Between 
(hat time and 1740. our poet's Hamlet, Julius 
Cafar, King Henry VIII. Othello, Kin- Richard III. 
King Lear, and the two parts of Xing Henry IV. 
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were very freqnently exhibited. Still, however, 
fuch was the wretched talle of the audiences of 
thofc days, that in many iuflances the contempti- 
ble alterations of his pieces were preferred to the 
originals. Durfey's Injured Princes, which had 
not been afled from 1097. was again revived at 
DruryLanc, Oclobcr5. 1717. and afterwards often 
reprefented. Even Raven fc.ro! t's Titus Andronicus, 
in which all the faults of the original are greatly 
aggravated, took its turn on the fcene, and after 
an intcrmiffion of fifteen years was revived at Drury 
Lane in Auguft 1717. and afterwards frequently 
performed both at that theatre and the theatre in 
Lincoln's Inn Fields, where it was exhibited for 
the firft time, Dec. 91. 1730. Coriolanus, which 
had not been afled for twenty years, was revived 
at tiie theatre in Lincoln's Inn liclds, Dec. i3, 
1718. and in Dec. 1719. King Richard II, was 
revived at the fame theatre : bat probably neither of 
thefe plays was then reprcfenttd as originally written 
by Shakfpcare.* Meajurt jar Meafure, which had 
not been acled, I imagine, from the time of the 
fuppreffion of lIic theatres in 1 642 . ' was revived at 
the fame theatre. Dee. 8. 1720. for the purpofe of 
producing Mr. Quin in the character of the Duke, 
which he frequently performed with fuccefs in that 
and the following years. Much Ado about frothing, 

* In the theatrical advertifement, Feb. 6. 1738. King 
Richard II. (which was then produced at Covent Garden,) 
was laid not to have been afled for forly years. 

' On the revival of this play in 1750. ii was announced as 
not having been aflcd for twenty years ; but the piece which 
had been performed in the year 1700. via not Shlkfp care's, 
but Gildou'a. 

A a 4 
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which had not been nfted Tor thirty years, was 
revived at Lincoln's Inn Fields, Feb. 9. 1721. 
but alter two reprefentations, on that and the fol- 
lowing evening, was laid afide. In Dec. 1 7 a3- King 
Henry V. was announced for reprefentation, " on 
ShaUueare's foundation," and performed at Drury 
Lane fix times in that month ; after which \vc 
hear of it no more : and on Feb. 36. 1737. King 
John Was revived at Covent Garden. Neither 
of thefe plays, I believe, had been exhibited 
from the time oF the downfall of the ftage. At 
the fame theatre our poet's fecond'part offing 
Henry IV. which had for fifty years been driven 
from the fcenc by the play which Mr. Betleiton 
fubftitutcd in its place, relumed its flation, being 
produced at Covent Garden, Feb. 16. 1738. and 
on the a3d of the fame month Shakfpeare's King 
Henry V. was performed there as originally written, 
after an interval, if the theatrical advertifemcnt be 
correct, of forty years. In the following March 
the fame company once exhibited the Fuji Pari of 
King Henry VI. for the firf! time, as they a^ted, 
for fifty years. 4 As you like it was announc cc ' lor 
reprefentation at Drury Lane, December 20. '7 40* 
as not having been acted for forty years, an^ rc ~ 
prefented twcntVrfix times in that feafon. 
Goodmans Fields, Jan. i5. 1741. The Win 1 "' 1 
"Tale was announced, as not^having been a£lcd f° r 
one hundred years ; but was not equally fuccefs^ u '> 
being only performed nine times. At Drury La n e, 

'■King Henry VI. altered from Sliakfpcare Ly Tlicopl.Mui 
Cibber, wu performed by a riimmtr company at Drnry 
I.anc, July 5. 1753, but 11 met with no fuccefi, bc!og 
reprcfciilcd oaly once. 
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Feb. 14. 1741. The Merchant of Venice, whidt,I 
believe, had not been acled For one hundred years, 
was once more reftorcd 10 the fceneby Mr. MackHn, 
■who on that 'night firfl reprcfeutcd ' Shylock ; a 
part which For near fifty years he has performed 
with unrivalled fuccefs. In the following month 
the company at Goodman's Field's endeavoured to 
make a Hand againft him by producing Alt's well 
that ends 'ioell, which, they aliened, " had not been 
adled fince Shaktpeare's time." But the great 
theatrical event of this year was the appearance of 
Mr. Garritk at the theatre in Goodman's Fields, 
Oct. 19. 1741. whofc good tafte led him to fludy 
the plays cf Shakfpeare with irlore affiduiiy than 
any of his predecelfors. Since that lime, in con- 
fequencc of Mr. Garrick's admirable performance 
of many of his principal characters, the fret|iicnt 
reprefcnlation of his plays in nearly their original 
flatc, and above all, tbc various refcarches which 
have been made for the pnrpofe of explaining and 
illuftrating bis works, our poet's reputation has ' 
been yearly iucreafing, and is now fixed upon a 
bans, which neither tbc lapfe of time nor the 
fluauation or opinion will ever be able to make. 
Here therefore 1 conclude this imperfect account 
of the origin and progrefs of the Englifh Stage. 
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Historical Account of the English Stage. 

'JUST as this work was i Suing from the prefs, 
fome curious Manufcripts relative to the fiage, 
*vcrc found at Dulwich College, and obligingly 
tranfmitted to me from thence. One of thefe is a 
large folio volume of accounts kept by Mr. Philip 

of the Rose Theatrenear the Bankfide in Southwark. 

The celebrated player Edward Allcyn, who has 
erroneoufly been luppufed by Mr. Oldys, the writer 
of his life in the Biogmphia Brilannico, to have 
had three wives, was married, as appears irom 
an entry in this book, to Joan Woodward, on 
the aid of-Oaober, 1593. at which time he was 
about twenty-fix years old. This lady, who died 
in i6a3. was the daughter of Agnes, the widow 

of Woodward, whom Mr. Philip Hcnflowc. 

after the death of Woodward, married: fo that 
Mr. Hendowe was not, as has been fuppofed, 
Alleyn's father- in -law, but only Hep-father to 
his wife. 

This MS. contains a great number of curious 
notices relative to the dramatick poets of the time, 
and their productions, from the year l5rj7 to l6r>3. 
during which time Mr. Hcnllowe kept an exafl 
account of all the money which he dilburfed lor 
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the various companies of which he had the ma- 
nagement, for copies of plays and (he apparel 
which he bought lor their re pre fen ta lion. I find 
here notices of a great number of plays now loft, 
with the authors' names, and feveral entries that 
tend to throw a light on various particulars which 
have been difcuffed in the preceding Hijlory of the 
Englijk Stage, as weli as the EJfay on the order 
of lime in tohiik Sk»kfpeare'\ plays were written. A 
flill more curious part of this MS. is a icgillcr of 
all the plays performed by the fcrvants of Lord 
Strange, and the Lord Admiral, and by other 
companies, between the 19th cf February i5gt-3. 
and November 5. iSoj. This rcgiftcr flrongly 
confirms the conjectures that have been hazarded ' 
relative to TktFirJl Part of King Henry VI. and the 
play which 1 have fuppofed to have been written 
on the fubject of Hamlet. In a bundle of loofn 
papers has alio been found an exaft Inventory of 
the Wardrobe, play-books, properties, &c. be- 
longing to the Lord Admiral's fcrvants. 

Though it is not now in my power to arrange 
thefe very curious materials in their proper plates, 
lam unwilling that the publick fliould be deprived 
of the information and entertainment which they 
may afford ; and therefore lhall exirail from them 
all fnch notices as appear to me worthy of prc- 

In the regifler of plays the fame piece is fre- 
quently repeated : but of thefe repetitions I have 
taken no notice, having tranferibed only thcaceouiit 
of the firll rcprefeotation of each piece, with the 
fum which Mr, llenllowc gained by it, 1 

I il it cIcji from lubfsiiucnl conies mail; by Mr. Hcnflowc iliat 
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By die fubfequent reprcfentadons, fomctimes a 
larger, and fonieuraes a lefs, fum, was gained. 
The figures within crotchets (hew how often each 
piece was leptefenied within the urne of each 
account. 
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oaobc. ii 99 . >■ foiio««ih." 

Agj.n ; " My !oid al Vtn-.brokfi mtn btsanot lo pl'jt Jl ibt 
Kulc, tbc iS of Otiobo, ,t,oo. as Inllownl. ; 
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In the name of God, Amin, 1S91.' beginning* the 19 
of f/breary ray g. lord Straoges men, as followclh, ' 
i5gi: 

at fryer baionc, * the 19 of fc- I. j. d. 
brcary. (laterday) [4] - o. xvij. iii. 
mulomui co . 7 the ao of febrv 

At .roffcbAaiy' °' ^ 

[ 1 ] o- xvi. vi. 

fpanes (Spaniih) comcdye don 

orach (Don Horatio) the 23 

of febrcary. ,[3] - - - 0. xiit. \i. 
Syrfahn maitdtviltt, the 34 of 

febreary. [5] - - - o. xii. vi. 

— kariy of cornwrll, ( Herny of ' 

Cornwall) the s5 of febreary 

— tktjtw of mafltnfc. (Malta) the 

sfiorfebreary i5gi. [10] - o. 1. 0, 

clarys and ^rg.-'Jln the 28 of fe- 

b,„,y,5 91 . [,] - ■- - o. xviii. o. 

— jKii jujviic, the 4 oi marche iSgi. 

— mntdiavdl > the 2 of marche 

i5gi. [3j - - ■ - - - a. xiii. 0 . 

— hentry the vi. * the 3 of marche 
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R. at bcn-h • and Rklnrda , the 4 of I. s. d. 

iiii tilixcsin one,' the 6 of marclic 

.5 9 ,'. [4] .... - ill. *i. o. 
i*/ (anting %1'ifi,* the 8 ofmar- 

etae iSgi. f 4 ] - - - - 0. vii. 0. 

, jenabia { ZenobU] tlic g of 

ma relic i5gi. [1] - - - 0. xxii. vi. 
3iro-iimo. j j of unrchc i5gi. 

[M] B. 

conjlanlinc, the 21 of marchc 

Jerufalem, 1 the 22 of marche 

; hr<indytiur, the C ofaprill i5gi. 

' Ap^l'.lg 0 ^^ 1 '" 10 '- 1 ^- 00 - o. xxviii. o. 

Hi*, and rtH"< ( Titl,s 

Vcfpalian) the 11 of Aprill 

' IS?- [7] - i". iiii- o. 

;/(f f,Thur!c p.'f nf i/inibcrtatme, 

(Tamberlane} the 28 of april- 

•Sgt- [5] - - - - - iii. iiii. c. 

thr tniuia ofI)f>iw>:>ir, the 28 of 

™Y e l5 9 a * f 'J - - - !»■ o. 

-akxackr In ':)ii'jv n in n<i; 6 10 day 

fofjuncj i5 9! . [3] - - i.i. xii. ». 

thirteen lime). Hence Nsfhe In a pamphlet publifhed in this yc.ir, 
fpcati of leo ilioufand fp = a.iton that Jiad kcu it. Sec Dijjata- 
Cisn, fcc. Vnl. XV. p. atj. 
1 Afterward! written Sj»i4. 

1 Thii could noi ban been the piece called tie, nr /tB- 
in on;, of which Til rtrHflart tnp*j made a ( iait, becaufi 
the fait on wJji.-l] l! .l; nictL i' l"i>u;t'lcd b,i[.i.ui*L'd in ifioj. 

« Til 7,ooli«f fltfijir Unit* «»i LngUni, by Robert Giccue, 

f Probably TJ( Dylmaii* 0/ Jtrufiltm, by Dr. Thomai Leagc, 
See Wood's f a/). (/-an. Vol. J. p. iJ3. 
* Printed in 
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n the name of God, Amen, i5g2. beginning the 29 of 

Dejtmbtr. 

X the gdyons comcdey fj-ilian of /. s. d. 

Brentford) the 5ofJencwary 
lhqi. [ 1) - - - - o. xsxxiiii. ■ o. 

- the comedy of eofmo, the is of 

Jr.r.cwaiy i5qs" [3] o. xxxjl.iui 

- the trngedey of the guyes, 7 3o of 

Jenewary, ■ [1] - - - iU. iiii. o. 



In (A( name of God, Amen, beginning the 37 of Defeniber 
i5g'3. the earle of Suffix his men. 

t. r. rf. 

at Gorf fpede the plough, [1] - iii. i. o. 

— kexuen of Burdocks, (Huon of 
Bourdcaux] ilie s8 oi'Defem- 
ber 1 5 9 3. [3] - - - iii. x. o. 

gt° T gt a-green, » the aS of Dc- 

fember i5g3. [4] - - - iii. x. o. 

buckingham, the 3o oFDccembec 

,5g3. [4] - - - - o. li. o. 

— Richard the Confcffer, ' the 3i 

ofDcfembcr i5g3. [2] r o. xxxviii. o. 

mill'mm the konkerer, ilic 4 of 

Jenewary iig3. [1] - - 0. xxii. o. 

frier franefj, the 7 of Jenewary 

,5g3. [3].- - - - - iii. i. o. 

, f/i( finer of wnkefeild. 4 the S of 

Jenewary t5g3. [1] - - 0. xxiii. o. 

7 t Probably tkt Mn/oin 0/ M, by ChriRopher Marlowe. 
'In coniciiucncc of tbr grcaL plagut in the yeai i5g3. all tbc». 
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— ,k, '%„ M,,t tf,ul, (Italy) 

. the .s of > nI ».,y .SgJ. » ». 
Kjn S torft, (tud) Ihc 18 of 



K -"[5:i"»* '-°'- p '-.';. 

king lam t * the 6 of April 0. *HviU. ■ 



1 5g4. by my lord admiralls u 
B. at Cutiacit, the 16 of mayc i5g4. (, s. d. 

'"mmm 



_' i j ii:oa L'- o 
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» In ikennrnt ef Ga«\ Amm. beginning at newinsrtoo.' 
nj\o,6 admirell men, nndmy lord chamberlcn meif. 
«s Juilauiilk, 1594.- 

R. the 3 of June 1594. at htafitt and I. A 

SofTune :3gj. at andronicus, °" 

6ofJ»ne t5 9 4. Kcuttackc, fia] o! *d! °'. 

-—-9 offline i5 9+ . a! Aini/«, if [] o!" *Ui! £ 
■ 11 of jimi; 1594. j[ (Ar tamtnge 

Oftjkreme,* ( 1 ] - - - 0. ix n 

J2 °f >" r c 'Vi- ->^7^ f/ 

'ifforjmic 1594. at fit- rangirs 

comedy, f to J . . . 0 . ■ xxii _ d _ 
igoljunc, at^g, i(t j,' f I0 ] 0 . Jiii. 0> 

UaM* 1 """ 'h C "'"' m "* [i ° n StowVi Cirwiidt, ,63,, me0 . 



opinion, ttaA" opteb-^'f J/T " 

been "eifoti'c" ii '■>■ . ul,r i ' p' 1 '/ IWild hav 

Mr. Ht.iiIoi.-c (lioul.t l',',v; '.I,.:"',! f,™n fuel' 'i 



■i ii,;-.!:,! 



a fcvcial otbci 



irirr; .inil lumrn.u^ fo.ir .louiuh. it il clear tllai 
i"" 1 h '"". - l"'V- f.L.1 ■■■£(! ;,[ ^cwiu^-ioji lltili r jf , H1 , 

been on iht IF JJC .iS,,. .,„,!,„ tht°pVrfoTm^ 

in ihil piece- in Ihc rummer of iSgj, irtthoul d 
Dr. Lodge alludes. In liis Will Mi/iiii & c . to 
fpeatt of " j foul lubber, who look, ai n»le m il 
8 lM»H, -ho cntd fo miiojtJt .1 ,!;e ihtatie, Han 
:u ShAfpcHe't. |I „„ 



High. 



B / fa,,,, by CfcriHopber 

Vol. 111. 
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9 of juiy i5g+. at phillipo and 

igofjufy 1*94- at the a f« of 

Godfrey of Bulla,, [n] - iii. o 
3o of July i5g4. at (A« jiiarcAiint 

is of Aiis-ufl i%4. at io^btJ 

mtlteneolei, ' [i3j - - - iii. o 

i5 Augult i5g4. at makomett, * 

[8] »i. * 

25 ol A:i- [.It i 5<j j. mthrvtntfyan 

(Venetian) cn^ [..] - o. 1 

aSoi Auguit i5(t4. at iimi-ir/fi, 

t") " 

17 oi ftp tember 1594, atpalamoa 

ir.-nftK* [4] - - - - o. li 

■ 2401 fi-jjitmbcr 1 -S94. atJ- aitifon 

£r the love of and [m].lngUJhe 
fadj, I 1 } 0. x_\xxvii 

3r> oi feplcmber i5g4. at doRor 

J*#.'l'*l - - «a 

- — — 4(1! odtober 1 5g4. al Mt (Hue 

*f*P*ff**t**tl [«] " " 0- »»»• 0- 

« Q.J««" 

' This is probably ihc pljy which a tpaviCh bootfcllcr above 
Bitty jenrs aflerwaidl entered on iht Slatioaen' books as ihc pio- 
duffion of Philip MafEnget. Src p. a^o. n. 3. 

SO. — ol CmJm. 

S ro.fo'j M,Un,holj. " I ratlier fjiitcd than pilieJ him, (byi 
old Montague,) when I law him pi Ferrara, in fo ping us a plight. 
iii.it lie futvivnl lihutcllc, mii.a'.t-.ii.-iwSrLl^inj; Loth hinifclfe ami 
iii. Iji.oim, wliicii, unwilling m liim and even to his fate, have 
\-:r;i puUifllcd Lt.li iit..-orrci[cd an 1 maimed." tloiio'i IrauUalioo, 

• (,•>;. 

• Probably Fetle's pby, enlilled M.isoK *«d Hira, tit fair 
G,ni. See Vol. XIII. p.' 88. n. y. 

1 fVoKM and Aicill. Qu this old play Til fat nci/l Kinf-nm 
was probably founded. 

4 Dr.ImJtvi, by Chrittopher Marlowe. 



ADDITIONS. 3 

E.tlie 1 8 of oflober i5g4. ;it the frtajhe I. s. 

doctor, [n] - - - - o, xxii. 
22 ol o&ober i5t]4. at a knaekt 

to know it nonejle. « [ig] - o. xxxx. 
8 ol november. i 594. at ciftr 

*{«(.,',,« [8] - - - iii. ii. 

16 ni november 1594. at deccte- 

qfl""- f 2 ^ b ." xxxxiii. 

tlrttr, [7] .... 0l . xxxvni. 
b of'defembcr, (5g4. at the wife 

men of chefler, (20J - - 0. xxviii. 
i3 of defember 01,4. at the 

WW, ' [4] - o. xxxxiiii. 
ig of defember 1 5g4. at fA< j />« 

oftambcrltn, [11] - - - o. xxxxvi. 
s6ofdtfcmbcr i5q4. aithr.fi.gc 

11 ol (ebreary i5i)4. aithefunflie 

comcdej, [6] - - - - o, I. 
140! re treaty 1 J94. at lor.g mrge 

,S„„p,„jL,. [,S] . . - iii. «. 
ki ol kbri^aty i5g4. at the 

— 5 ol marche '1 5q4 . at Jeleo & 

Olemjio,'' [7) - - i». o. 
7 ol 'mayc ia.j5. ai fAe firji pte 

of HtrciilotK. * [10] - - iii. xiii. 
>s3'o,fniaye i5g5. at (At a p. of 

Hercolaus, [Sj - - - iii. x. 

* A Kaati to ina™ ig irnit/ M«. This play wu p.Lnled in 
iSgC. 

itiUed Ti, Hijttrj tf Ctjtt 
The play is ■Ttcrwaidi called 



J Silro is ift'erwird! written Stlyt, andthe plav Li in 1 fubfequniit 
eniiy tailed O/injw and Hnfnji, 

8 fliriutti, written by Miilin Slaugbtei. 

Bb * 



2 7 a ADDITIONS. 

K.the 3 of June i5g5. at the vii dayes I. 

ofthewetke, [19] - - - iii. 
iS'H June i5o5. at the a pit of 

fiffn, (Cttfcr)' [a] - - o. 
soul June i5g5, at antony ir 

eafl/a, * IS] - --- 0. 
sg of aueuit i5g5. at lougc- 

Aantkt, > [14] - - - ■ o- 
5 rif feptcnaber i5g5. at crack 

17 ol fcplember j5g5. at the 

a of 0&ob« j5y5. ai (A* dej- 

— 'BB, 

— — of oftobt 



Inghnd, 



,595. 


t lAs wondtr 








v; ;,,; 








at ftafTj (Ae 




9 5. at (to 



g<rt«,« 

? Probably dd ihc fubjea or Sk.itfptarc". play. 

' 1 Mis piece was ciilcied in ihr Si.iioncri' booki by Humphrey 

I Probably Peele'i play, tfldllcd Hf/aMM CMiicf* V «■< 

I.JnMmtd EiwMri Utg-Jhnht, pitted i» <5gJ. 
' Afterward, oiled J r«y (0 fittf* tkmfit, Udlll. 
I 1 luppofc, the pliy entitled Tie ftatti hfliriu o/S. tfmij r. 
feuis; /.ii iownul/i fia.'iW »/ rffucnrl, t5o.3. id which may 



S fjlUptti, writicn by Martin SlanfhUr. 
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R.thc3 of ftbrcary lSqS. at the I p. I. s. d 

tfTmmM^'M - - iii. o. „. 

i« oi febreary i5i>5. at the blind 

beger of Alexandria,* [i3] - iii. o. o. 

igofaptill r5g6. at Julian the 

apnjlata, [3] - - - . o. xxxxvii. o. 

ig ol maye iSg6. at the tragidit 

"ttfocajf',* [7] - - - o. xxxA, o. 



-as of June i5t)6. at Troye, [4] i 
- 1 of July 1 5g6. at paradox, [ i ] 
-iSofJuIy i5 9 6. at the tinder of 



" in (A( nnrni ef God, Amen, beginning one [on] Simon 
and Jewds day, my lord admcralks m«n, at ful- 
loweth ; 1 5gC. 

[Here twenty plays arc let down as having been per- 
formed between OAober 17. and November i5, i5y6, 
but their titles have all been already given, j 



" In the name of God, Amen, beginning the ib of novim- 

btr i5g6. as followeth, the lord admerall player; : 
R. the 4 ofdeiember 1 !>g6. at Valttgcr, t. 

11 of defember 1 5gS. at Stew- 

ktey,* [:.] - - - - o. 
19 ol defember 1 jgu. at nebuca- 

do-nher, [8] - - - - 0. 
3o of defember i5g6. at what 

will be Jhall be, [ is J - - o. 

' Bj Thomas Dekker. Tiiis fhj it primed, 

t By George Chapman. Primed in l5a8. 

* i'iorsr, by Mariin Slaughter. 

* Tbll play "ii printed io black Idler in i6o5. 

J The fums rcteived by Mr. Hcnllowe from thil place are rqnjed 
in Svc eolurant, in fucb 1 manner at 10 furiiilh no prttiie in- 
formation. 

B b 3 
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B.the 14 ofjencwary 1 .1g7. at ahxander I. d. 

blodwickt. [ib] - - - 0. Iv. o. 

. a; of Tenewaiy 1 5y7 . at woman 

hard to pUafe, [11] - - 6. 7. 8. 
5 of fcbreary i5o7. at Ofiryrk, 

[tl ...... 3. ,. 

i g ol march c t 5g 7 . at gutdo, [5] ' - : - 

7 0fapiiU 1597. >t» phyi .» 

■ 1 3 of ap rill i5t)7, at limn triumph 

and foitus, \ 1 ] - - 

. ag of aprili 1 597 . at Vter jici- 

Jragon, [5] . - 

■ iiofmaye 1S97. at comedy of 

umers, (humours) 4 [11] • - - 
a 6 of roaye 1 5g7- at harry the 
fiflc life and death,* [Gj - - - 
. 3 ofjunr tigj. at fredtryckt and 

baftlten,'' [4]----- 

MonuM.^.stK^ft] - - - 

3o of June 1 5g7. at life and death 

of Martin Swarte, [3] - - - ■- 
14 of July 1 3(j7 . at the wiche 

[aid] cjljl m u*. ■ [.] - - • - 

" In the name of God, Amen, the 11 of oHobrr, beganne 
my lord admeralls and my lord of pembrokes men 
to playe at my houft, i5g7 : 
..OSobcr 11. Mjrronymo, - 
12. at the comedy ofumers, - 

* Peihjpi Benjgnlbn'l j 



» Thi, could not hjve been the play aliti&y mentioned, becaufe 
in that Henty doei not die ; nor could it hive been Shikfp care's pliy. 
» Afterwirtfc written — B.Jilim. 

7 Tliii pine u al ptiformcd a fecond lime on the gSlh of July, 
when this attouui wat do fed. 
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O&obcr 16. at doctor fops, 
ig. at k irdaenute, 
3i. ztfritT Jpendttton, 

November a. at Bourbon, " 



Tile Following curious paper futniflies us with more 
accurate knowledge ol the properties, &t. i.Ta theatre 
in Shakfpearc's time, than the refcarcbes of the moft 
indubious antiquary could have attained : 

*' The booke of the Inventory of the goods of my Lord 
Admeralles men. taken the 10 Mr.nhe in the yean 
1698. 

Gone and lolle. 
Item,] orcngc lancy fatten dnblet, laydthycke with 

gowltt lace. 
Item, j blew tafeiic fewt. 

Item, j payr of carnatyon fatten Venefyons, layd with . 

gold lace. 
Item, j louge-ihauckes fewte. 
Item, j Sponnes dublct py ticket. 
Item, j Spanetds nyrcken. 
Item, Harey the fyftes dublct. 
Item, Harcy the fyftes vellct gowne. 
Item, j fryers gowne. 
Item,} lytic) dublct for bnyc. 



The Enventary of the Clownes Semtes and Iitrmetrs 
Scwtes, with ditveri other fewtes, as fallowelh, i5gS. 
the 10 of March. 

Item, j fenetorcs gowne, j Iioode, and 5 fenctores 
. capes. 

Item, ] few tie for Ncpion; Ficrdrackcs fewtes for 
Dobe. 

Item, iiij genefareyes gowncs, and iiij tortbbcrers 
femes. 

B b 4 
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Item, iij payer of ltd Itrafers, [flroflcrs] and iij fatel 

goune ol buckronic. 
Item, i Iij Hcrwodcs cottcs. and iij fogers cottes, and 

j green gown lor Maryai. 
J«tBi vj grene cones lor Rob en Ho ode, and iiij 

knaves fewtes. 
Item, ij payer of sienc ho(Te,'and Anderfones fewre. 

j whilt iliepcn clocke. 
Item, ij rollc! colics, and j black frefe cotte, and iij 

Item, ij whin iheperdes cottes, and ij Danes fcwles, 

and j paver of Danes hotte. 
Item, The Mores lymcs, « and Heicollcs lymes, and 

Will. Sommcrs fewUc. 
Item, ij O dates fcwles, liaies and gorgclts, and vij 

antcckes cootcs. 



ftockens, iiij Turckcs hedes. 
Item, iiij freyers gowncs and iiij hoodes to them, and 
j fooics cnate, cape, and babell. and bran- 
boivlttes bodeys , [bodice]' and merlen 
[Merlin's] gowne and cape. 
Item, ij black faye coivncs, and ij cotton gownes, 

and j rede faye gowne. 
Item, j mau'c gnwne of callecojor the qucne, 4 j 

carnowll [cardinal's] banc. 
Item, j red i'ewt of cloth lor pygc, [Pfycbc] layed 

with whitt lace. 
Item, v payer of hofTe for the clowne, and v gerkenes ■ 

Item, iij payer oi canvas hofTe for afanc, ij payer of 



Altestr Ihcir ii alio j Moor, whore ucad body is hrnughl on tht 
fta£C buL not in a diGocaiccl (lale. 
* In ibe play called hUw, 




of cloth whitte 
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Item, j yelow leather dubleti for a clowne, j Wh in- 
comes dublett poke. 

Item, Eves bodeyes, [bodice] j pedame trairer, 
and iij donncs hattes. 

Item, i payer ol yelow cotten fleves, j goftes fewt, 
and j goftes bode yes. 

Ittm, xviij copes and liattcs, Veroncs formes IiofTc. 

lttm, iij trnmpettcs and a drum, and a [rebel viall, 
a balfe viall, a bandore, a fyiteren, j an- 
flicntc, [ancient] j whirl hat te. 

lttm, j hatte for l.obin Ho ode, j hobihorfe. 

lttm, v fhertes , and j ferpclowas, [furphec-] iiij 
ferdingalles. 

Item, vj head-tiers, j fane , [fan] iiij rebatos, ij 

' gyrkemtfes. 
Item, j longe forde. 

The Enventary of all the. n\mrtll for niy Lord Admiralles 
m'en, tacitn the 10 of marcht i5gS. — Leaft above 
in the tier-houfe in the cheafi. 

lttm. My Lord Caffcs [Caiphas'] gercken, 8c his 
hooffc. 

Ilcm, j payer of ho He for the Dowlfen [Dauphin]. 
Jttm, } many leihcr gyrcken, 8: j white lether 



Item, j payer of bofle, & a gercken for Valtcger. 
Item, j leather; anteckes roues with belles, lor fayctou 



The Evtntnry tar.ken of nil the j'Tojierlitt for my Lord 
Admeralles men, the 10 of M/ircht, i5oS. 
lttm,} rocke, j cage, j tombc, j Hellmought [Hell 
month]. 

Jttm, I tome of Guido, j tome of Dido, j bedlleade. 
Jttm, viii lances, j payer of flayers for Fay e ton. 
Jttm, ij fte pell J, k j c'liymc of belles, S; j beacon. 




St Nabefathe fewt 




forAlles [Alice] P< 
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Item, j hecforfor the playe ofFaeton, the times dead. 
Item, j globe, &: j golden fcepter; iij clobes [clubs.] 
Item, i[ marchepanes, & die lit tie of Rome. 
Item, j gowlden flcce ; ij rackets; j baye tree. 
Item, j wooden hatchett; j let her hatchcte. 
Item, j wooden canepie; owld Mahemctes bead. 
Item, } lyonelkint j bcarcs fkyne ; Se F.ti'tones lymes, 
k Faeion ctiarcte; Sc ArgolTe, [Argus's] 

Itr'm, Nepun [Neptun's] forcke St garland. 
Item, j crr:fcts ftafe ; Kcntes woden leage [leg]. 
Iltm, Ierofles [Iris's] bead, 3c raynbnwe : j Iitiell alter. 
Item, viij vifeides; Tambcrlync brydell; j wooden 

Item, Cupedes bowe, 8: quiver; the clothe of the 

Seine S: Mone. 1 
Item, j bores heade k Serb erode [Cerberus] iij 

Iltm, j Cadefcus; ij mofe [mors] banckes, & j'fiiakc. 
Item, lj fanes of feathers; Belcndon liable ; j tree 
of gowlden. apelles ; Tanteloufc trc ; jx 

Item, j copper taigate, R: xvij foyles. 
Item, liij wooden targates; j grcve armcr. 
Item, j fyne [ lign ] lot Mother Ri'jikap ; j buckler. 
Item, Mcrcures wings; TalTo pifter; j helmet with 
a dragon; j fhelde, with iij lyones ; j time 

Item, j chayne of dragons; j gylte fpcarc. 
Iltm, ij coffencs; j bulles head; andjvylter. 
Item, iij lymbrells ; j dragon in fofles [Faullns]. 
Item, j lyonc ; ij lyon heades ; j great horfe with his 

leages [legs]; j fack-hute. 
Item, j whell and frame in the Segc of London, 
Item, j paire of rowghte gloves. 
Item,} poopes miter. 

1 Here we have the only attempt which ihii iqvrniory furnilhsi 
of any thing like fernery, and it was undoubtedly IttC n< //u *ttn 
of ihofc Jays. To exhibit i fun or mnon, the art of pcrfpeiliic 
was no; neciflary. 
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Item. i!j Imperial crownes; j playne crownc. 
Item, j goftes crown; j crown with 3 fonc. 
Ittm,.\ frame for the heading In Black [one. 
Hem, j black dogge. 

thtEnventweyofaUtke npitnli of the Lord Admerallcs 
men, rtt i3(4 o/Mareke i5gS. m JoUeweth: 

Item, j paver of whilte reten Vencfons cut with coper 

I/pm, j afhcollcr fat ten doublet!, lacyd with gold lace. 

Item, j p eerie roller fatten doubleti. 

Item, j owld whittc fatten doublettc. 

Item, j bleu tafitic fewttc. 

lum, j Mores cotte. 

/ttm, Pyr.es [PfychesJ Jamalk gowne. 

/(cm. j black fatten cotte. 

Item. \ harcollcr talkie fewte of pygges. 

Item, j white tafitie fewte of pygges. 

Item, Vartemar fewtte. 

Item, i great pcchcoller dublet, with fylver iace. 

Item, j white fatten dublet pynckte. 

Item, j owld white fatten dublet pynckte. 

Item,) payer of fatten Venefyan fatten ymbradered. 

Item, j payer of French hofTe. cloth of gowld. 

Item, j paver of cloth of gowld hofle with fylver 

Item, j payer of cloth of fylver hofle with fatten and 

fylver panes. 
Item, Tambciiyncs cotte, with coper lace. 
Item, j read clock with white coper lace. 
Item, j read clockc with read coper lace. 
Item, j (horte clocke of taney fatten with flcvcs. 
Item, j {hoite clocke of black fatten with flcvcs. 
Jf«n, Labefyaselockc, with gowld buttencs. 
Item, j pcyer of read cloth hofle of Vencfyani. with. 

fylver lace of coper. 
Item, Valtegcr robe of rich talitic. 
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J(«n,Junoes eotte. 

Kent, j Lode for ihe wech [witch]. 

Item, j read ftamel clocke with whittc coper lace. 

Item, j read dam el clocke with read coper lace. 

Item, j cloth clocke ol rufiete with coper lace, called 

Guydoes clocke. 
Item, j flion clocLc of black velvet, with fleves faced 

Item, j. Ihott clocke of black vellct, faced with white 

Item, j nicies gown, faced with whine fore. 

Ittm, Dobes colte of cloth of fylver. 

Item, j payer ni pechecolcr YenL-fyoncS uncut, with 

Item, j read fcarllct clocke with fvlver buttones. 
Item, j longc black velvet clock, layd with brod lace 
black. 

Jfmi.j black fatten few tie, 

Item, j blacke velvet clocke, layed with twyfl lace 
blacke. 

Item, Perowes fewt, which W». Sley were. 

Item, j payer of pccbcoler bode with fylver corllcd 

Item, j payee of black cloth of fylver hofle, drawne 

owl with titled lafutic. 
Item, Tamberlanci breches, of crymfon vellvet. 
Ilem,j payer of fylk howfc with panes oT fylver 

corllcd lace. 
Item, j Paeyione fewte. 
Item, Ro'bcn Hoodes fewtte 

Item, j payer of cloth of gov, Id hofe with gowld corllc, 

Item, j payer of rownc hoffe buffc with gowld lace. 
Item, j payer of mows jmoufe] coller Venefyans 

widi H. brodc gowld bee. 
Item, j (lame c oiler de dubk'L pynked. 
Ittm, j blacke fatten dublet, layd tbyck with blacke 

and gowld lace. 
Item, j carnacyoii dublcd out, layd with gowld hcc. 
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Item, j white fallen dublet, faced with read tafctie. 

Item, j grene gyrckcn with fylver lace. 

Item, j black gyrckcn with fylvet fctcc. 

Item,) read gyrcken with fylvet lace. 

Item, j read Spanes [SpanifliJ dublctt ftyched. 

Item, j peche toiler Tatten caife. 

Item, Tafoes robe. 

Item, j murey tobe with Deves. 

lum, j blcwe robe with fleves. 

Item, j orcn taney [orange tawny] robe with flcves ( 

Item, j pech collcrd hallE robe. 

Item, j lane [long] robe with fpangclls. 

Item, j white- Sc orenge tancy fcarf, fpangleri. 

Item, Didcs [Dido's] robe. 

Jient, iij payer of balfcs. 

Item, j wliitc talitie (licrtc with gowld frcngc. 

Item, the Fryers t ruffe in Robe n Ho ode. 

Item, j littell gacket lor Pygge j PfycheL 

Jttm, j womanes gown of cloth of gowld. 

Item, j orenge tancy vellet gowc [ gown] with fylver 

lace, ior women. 
Item, j black velvet gowne ymbradered with gowld 

Item, j'yclowe fatten gowne ymbradered with fylt 

& gowld lace, for women. 
Item, j grcve armcr. 
I-.em, Haryc the v. velvet gowne. 
Item, j payer of crymfon fatten Veny Rones, layd with 

Item, j.hlew tafitie fewie, layd with fylver lace. 
1 Item, j I.ongclliankcs feute. 
Ium,\ orange culler fatten doublet!, layd with 
gowld lace. 

'Jlcm, Haryethc v. f-titendublct, layd with gowld iace. 
Iiem, j Spanes eafle dublet of crymfon pyncked. 
Item, j Spanes geavtken layd with fylver lace. 
Item, j watt (bode [watchet] talitie dublet foraboyc. 
Item, ij payer of bafTcs, j whine, j blewe, offafnttt. 
Item,) freycis gowne of graye. 



382 



ADDITIONS. 



i Jfolt of all Juche loaches as belong lo the Stocte, and 
fuck us I have bought fmcc the 3d of March, i5gS. 



Black Ion, 
The Omei 
Hardic 

Borbonne. 
.Suiiylla terry, 
BrunhowlJe. 
Coble r queri hive. 
Frier Pendelton. 
Alls Perce. 
Read Cappe. 
Roben Hode, i. 
Roben Hode, a. 
Phaeyton, 

Ttoansiell cockoulls. 

Goodwine. 



Woman will have her wilt. 

Wekhmans price. 

King Arthur, life and death. 

i p' of Hercules. 

a p« of Hercolci. 

Pethagores. 

Focalfe. 

Elexfandcr and Lodwickc. 
Blacke Battroan. 
i p. black Baitman, 

Mad mans morris. 
■Perce of Wmcheiier. 
Vayvode. 



A Note of nil fake goodts as I have bought 
pr.ny of my Lord Adniiralls men, /true th 

■ 1S9S. asfotlowtth: 
Bpwght a damalkt- cafock gaidcd wil 
velveu 

Bowght a payer of pancd rowrwl hoifc ( 
cloth whiped with fylk, drawne 01 
with tai'tie 

Bowght j paver of long black wolle 



Bowght j black fallen dubtett - -\ 
Bowght j payer of rownd howile panedW 

of vcllcvet - - - -J 

Bowght a robe For 10 goo invifibell -) , 

Bowght a gown lor Nembia - -\ 

Bowght a dublett of whitt fatten layd thicke\ 
ith gowld lace, and a payer ol rowne I 



pandea hofle of cloth of fylv 
panes layd with gowld lace 
Bowghi of my fonne v fewies 
Bowght of my fonne iiij fewies 



■r, .die/' 1 

; 
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io manufcript already mentioned I have 
s of the f ollowing plays, and their feveral 



Dec. i5gj. Mother Redcap, by Anthony Munday, * 
Jan. " and Mid.ael Drayton. 

i5 9 7-8. Dido and. Eneas, 

Phaeton, by Thomas Decker. ' 

Tin World runs upon Whttli , by G. 

Feb. Thtfirjt^irt of Robin Hood, by Anthony 

1577-8. Mundy. > 

the frond part of the downfall of carl 
Huntington , firnamtd Rvbinkood, by 
Anthony Munday, and Henry Chettle. 
A woman will have her will,* hy William 



/•„-. , ( 

The In 
with .1 



fh.lLnte.. I f»v .id fdtWrtdj to Thom-n L>owi,too, mil' 

J in a fulifcqutnt page it the following entry : " Lent uoto 
Robaric Shawc, the iS of Noveuib. i5 9 a. 10 lend Bilto Mr. 
Chcatlle, upon the me tiding of He firjl fart 0/ Ret/art Httdt, tne , 

Andafterwirdi — "For mending of Rvii* Huod for the coite." 
Toil piene and in fecond part have hitherto, r.n the authority o£ 
Kirt'oan, beeu Eklfcly ■tcribed to Tboniu Heywnod. 

■* Printed in lOto. under the title ol £nflr/fimip> fir mi Mlirt, 

ir t irtntjjt via Ui/i Kir wm. 
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The Miller, by Robert Lee. 

" A bookr vihtrein is a purl of a Welchman," 

by Michael Drayton and Henry 

Cncitlc. * 

Mar. i5q8. The Tripticity oj Cuckolds, by Thomas 
Dckker. 

The Famous' wars of Henry the Thjl nr.d the 

Prince oj Wiles, by Michael Drayton. 

and Thomas Better. 7 
Karl Goodwin and his three fvns , t by 

Michael Drayton , Henry Clicttle, 
i Thomas Dctker, and Robert Wilfon. 

Ihe fecond V -n of Goodwin, fcc. by 

Michael Drayton. , 
Finn ofExton, 9 by the fame four authors. 
April The Life of Arthur king of England, by 
j SoS. Richard Halhwayc. 

Thefirftpart of Black Batman of the North, 

by Henry Cbcttlc. 
The fecond part, of Bl.uk Batmnn, by Henry 

Chattle, and Robert Wilfon. 




t. FcTlupi Ih VsUnit WtMnax. primed In lGl5. 

• Then was a pliy on tbii fgbjtfl written by K. Davenport, anil 
aflcd by Ihr king's company in IblJ. as appears by Sir Henry 
Herbert's Manufmpi. rtrlups it wit only ■ Uc old jiljy or«- 
modcllcd. It was afterward) (16G0) enured on the Siauoncrs' 
book, by i knav.ih booUcller, a.id akribed io ShaMpcatt. 

Subjoined ro ihe account of this play it the rollosrinc. article: 

< » Lent udu 'I !iu.:i:.- l)o'.«:im ihe it ol A[ji .3q8. to bye 
untie id macke 1 tocher for Hie bifcoppc in rarlc 1 toodwinc, uuiij s-" 
9 I loppofc a play on the fubjeit of Kib? HUimrJ II. 
1 "Lent unto the company, ttie 16 el Maje, jigS, to buy 
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Aug. 
ii 9 8. 
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ben W 



Worft ajtared than hurt, by : 
Drayton-and Thomas Dekker. 
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'Sept. TIk Tirjl Civil Wan in Franc/, by the fume 
1S981 auihon. 

fie Second Pari of the Civil Wars in France, 

by ti c fame. 
The Third Pirt of the Ciuil Wars in France, 

by the lame- 
The Fountain of new Tafiiont, by George 
Cbajmun. 

Alulmutius l)t-nv:-;i!i w. by Williani Rinkins. 

Cvnri'in, Prince 0/ Cornwall, by Michael 
Drayton, and Thomas Dckker. 
NOV. 'I*M «s rfft*i( to deceive the deceiver, by 
1S98, Henry Cheulc. 

Jlcc. H'rtr without blowi and Love without fiit,. 

t5o8. by Thomas Heywood. Inafubfequcnt 

. eliuy Love without pifi." 

The Second. Part oj ike Two Angry Women 
cfAbington, by Henry Porter. 
Feb. 1 51,8-9. Juan oj good ai mj lady, by'Thos. Hey- 

• Thotnji Heywood lud written (at ihc Rage in i5g6. foe ia 



rally u..uu .n tr... io*oufi.i.|.i, mo l.lrw.k u iixiof, •> i> 
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£neas' Revenge, with the tragedy of Poly- 
pheny, by Henry Chettle. 
The turn Merry Women of Abington,* hj 

Henry Porter. 
The Four Kings. 
March The. Spencers, by Henry Porter. 
1 5yS-9. Qr'jlet' juries, by Thomas Dekker. 
June Agamemnon, by Henry Cliettlea.idThoma* 

i5gg. DckLer. 



■nd ofer.d liini t«lfe 10 come and pl» wi.h my lord adnimllei 
men it ibj Louie oiled by llic name of lht Rofc, [tlcwiiM one [on] 
lilt Umk, .f lt . <l,i, o„:« f,.liowi„.;r. [Id huh rer.tivr.1 of me 

rif I., fill I money of Imland, vl he ,10 not rirtfr.rmr ihtl ihinjci 
following) lliit i.. prcfcmlcy nf.cr lil.erlie Lei^r giarued foe 
p 1av,n(r, to rome £ 10 pbyi with my loidc odmicmtlti men « ray 
ho- Mr afonfiyd, & noi in my o.l.ct bo-Hi pnWtl abo«< lotion, 

««a"o h p ",n,°i« , .'?,r«oV. h.; ,,8 «"<h :, .«t'"r . If r 



unto H.tr* Potter, it in rtqoefl of tbc <n. np ;a*, io tameO of 
fm boole (ilkd (j mticy -'men of ilingion, ihe foist of miry 
OwlleBjt. ind lor the Mbyte of ihr moncv Ik m; fiit fjy.b- 
full rrornife that 1 IWif hive alle hi, Wtcs which he wiitse eiher 
him felfe or with any other, which fo:ae wm rid. [delivered] the 
aSth of fcbrciiY, 15^3. " — The fpellioj of ide word — rraift hew 
fhcH-s how word* of tint liinl weie pronounce. i iu oui .mLhoi'i a 6 e, 
ind confirms my noie in Vol. X. p. so. ... 3. [i. e. Aitfcl* Vat 
• nJ ^ijrn in Mr. Ualone'j edit. ligo.] 

C c a 
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Th Gi*lUCr*f>, bv Thomas DeUer. 

Bur a ir.iin, 't y Tbomas Dcklu-r. 
Aug. '/'A- Pi 1 or ib -;N '.< J" :r. bv Win. Hauzhton. 

iSgj. r/it.S/./'m*//i*r"jV>-:»f./j.ljvHcnrvChL-ulc. 

a/.f hmint-.lk ii «/" i'-s u/ J'/^moufA, 
bv Wm. Jilrtl, Thus*. Dowuton, and 
Wm.Ji.bev. 

Nov. 7'nr 7Vfl-<o) </>»0 Ci>» 0/ Cohr.iflvn, by 

iaqg. Win. Haiu.hion and jolm Dcy. 

77« fecund part <ij Hrn'ry Richmond, by 

ttobcfrWilfon, * 
■II., tut, .> vjlhvmm Mm), by William 
Hausbiou, j 11 J Julin Day. 
Pl-o r,iti(ii: Gnfil, i \ TluMii.il Dekkcr, Henry 

1 5g9- Gliclllc, and William HaughtOn. 

Ik* .irtjdiita by 1-Iciity Cbcitle, 

and William Haugliton. 
Jan. (Jam Judw, by .Michael Dayton, Richard 

i5yg-iuou. H.uliv/aye, Anthony Muuday, and Jtt. 

. Wilfon. 
Tht Julian Ti/ic.-'y, bv John Day. 

by Wiiliam Boyle. 
■lrn<h'iS:!j-j,!it,it,jn ItiCuii'tiU'r.^il, byThn. 
Dekkcr. 

: Tht SpaniA Jlfurrii, by TtlOmaS Dekkcr, 

Wm. Han-jlHon, a, id John Day. 
J>.im«m an.! i'ythii'. bv Hjiiiv Chtltlc. 
March. TheSivn; V.'ifi M. jt<ri, by H^niy Clictlle,. 
i '■■ i ■ ■■■■ Tln.iTiJi DiLa, William llaujthton, 
.auJJbaliii Day. 
April Turt* aid Part**, ' by Wm. IbugUton. 
iIiuj. rAc £a«li/!i Fugitives, by the fame. 

6 For [[lis jii.'.r list pocl rnci-.cJ t)-lil pounds > Tht common 
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The golden Aj! and Cupid 'and Tlfeht, by 
Thomas Decker, John Dave, and 
Henry Chcttle, 

Tht Wooing ofDtaih, by Henry Chettle. 



The Blind Br&gar of Brthuil Green, by 
Henry Chetilc, and John Day. 

'The j air Conjln-iee of H&:ue, by Amliony 



l-lndhs, byWer 
am Haughton, ai 



by Her 
kkcr. 



Haughion, and John Day. 
Tht Third Van of Tkomis SlTOJodt, hy Wm. 
Haughtpn, and John Da;-. 
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of the humorous earl of 



. by William 
ugh, by John 



Sept. 1601. 
Nov. n. 
1601. 



The Second fori of I he Six Clothim, by die 

Too good to be imt, by Henry Chctde, 
Rich. H-ithwaye , and Wtntworih. 
Smith. 

Judas, by William Haughton, Samuel 

Rowley, * and William Borne. 
Tkt Spanijk Fig. 



liiewii.i S c ib t lint) pnbliefc bu! in miue ; yl ibey do wubowi my 
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Apr. t6oa. Mvlcfl'.m'Kir.ir if Srcti. by Charles Many. 
May Love pirtt JriaulfiihiU. by Henry Clicttle, 

1603. and Wentwotth Smith. 

Swani* Pur/ 0/ Cardinal Wolfet ' by 
Hen-v Chcttte. 
The Briflol Tragedy, by Day.* 
TV'jw, by Henry Ciirltlc. 
■ 'jm*. bvHenrv'Cl.-nlo. 

TwoHriiies, by Dskkcr, Drayton, Mid- 
dteton, Webfler, and-Mundy. 
July A Bamfh Tr:?rdi. bv Henry Ciitltlc. 

i6o». r*( H-'iioar'j Charm,'' by Anthony Mundy. 

.4 Medicine for a Curjl Wife, by i'. Dekker. 
Samp/on, by Samuel Rowley, and Edw. 
Jubye. 

Sept. WittiamCarlwright. hyW:i] Ila i-hu.n. 

iGoa. Vtlnithnco, by Henry Chcttle, and 

Robiufcn. 

by Samuel Rowley. 
Ofl. 1601. /{.ujV !« .■.,,(■ <>[Ck. fin. by r. Mltidlcton.* 

Nov. it wnjiu^h, [ ailed at court] by 
160a. J. Dave, Y/ent.vt.nb Smith, and li. 

Hathvaye. 

Alb/ie Galle;, bv Thr, mas Haywood, and 

Wcniwonii Smith. 
MnrJhilCfdrk, by 1 ho mas Hey wood, and 

WCMWO.'lh Smith. 
The Three Brothers, a tragedy, by Wen t- 

worr.li Smith. 
Lady Jane, by Henry Clielile, Thomas 
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Dckkcr, Thoma; Hcywood, Went- 
wotth Smith, and John Wcbftcr. 

The Second part of L tdj Jane by Thomas 
Hcywood, John Webfter, Henry 
Chettlc, and Thomw Dekkcr. 

Chrijlnias eomts but once a year, by T. 
DeUer. 

The Overthrow of Rebels. 

The Bhek Dog of Karate, by Richard 

Hathwaye , John Day ■ Wentworth 

Smith, and another poet. 
The frond part of the fame, by the fame. 
The Blind eats many afij, by T. Hevwood. 
The Fortunate General, a French pillory, 

by Wentworth Smith, John Day, and 

Richard Hath way c. 
Dec. The, Set at Tennis, by Anthony Mundy. 

1601. The London Florentine, by Thomas Hey- 

wood, xr.d Henry Chettlc. 
The fecend part of the London Florentine, 

by Thomas Hcywood , and Henry 

Chetile. 

The Tragedy of Hoffman,* byHenryChettle. 

Singer's Voluntary, by John Sinner. 

The four fans of Amon, by Robert Shawe. 
Feb. A Woman kill d with kindnefs, by T. 
i6os-3. Hcywood. 

March The iio:jl of ISiilin'.^te, by John Day, and 
i6os-3. Richard Hathwaye. 

The_Siege of Dunktrk, by Charles Maffy. 

The patient man and honcjl whore , by 
Thomas Dckkcr, and Thomas Mid- 

The Italian Tragedy, by Wentworth Smith, 

and John Day. 
Pontius Pilate. 

June Shore, by Henry Chettlc, andjolin 

Day. 
Baxter's Tragedy. 
' 9 Thii plif his printed in i63l. 
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The following notices, which I have rcferved for 
this place, relate more immediately to our author. 
I have mentioned in a former page, that I had not 
the rmalleft dotihe that the name of Shakfpeare, 
which is printed at length in the title-pa^es of 
Sir John Oldcapt, 1600. and Tke London Prodigall, 
ifio5. was affixed to thofc pieces by a knavifh 
bookfcller without any foundation; and am now 
fimiifhcd with indubitable evidence on this tub j eft; 
for under the year 1 ?i yy the following entry occurs 
in Mr. Ilenflowe's folio Manufcript : 

'• The luth of Ofto'ber. 99. Received by me 
Thomas Down ton of Philip HcnUowe, to pay Mr. 
Monday, Mr. Drayton, Mr. WiLfon, and Hath- 
way, for The jirjl jinrt of the Lyfc of Sir Jh'on Quid- ' 
ojUll, and in earneft of the Second Pte, for the 
ulc'ofthccoropany, ten pound, 1 fay received toib. 

" Received [Nov. i5gg| of Mr. Hinchelo for 
Mr. Munday and the rcftc of the poeis, at the 
playmgc of Sir John Otdcqflctt, the firlte tyme, 
xs. as a eiftc." 

■ " Received [Dec. 1J99] of Mr. Hcnnowe. for 
the ufe of the company, to pay Mr. Drayton for 
the fecond parte of Sirjhon Ouldcafetljouxe pound, 
I fay received per me Thomas Down to 11, iiij li." ' 
We have here an indifputable proof.of a fact 
which has been doubted, and can now pronounce 
with certainty that our poet was entirely carelcfs 
about literary fame, and could patiently endure to 
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be made anfwerable for compofmcms which were 
not his own, without ufmg any means to undeceive 
the publick. 

The bookfcller for whom the fir ft part of Sir 
John Oldrofile was printed, "asitHatli bene lately 
ailed bv the Ritrht Honourable the earl uf'Noting- 
ham I ord High Admiral] of t.ngiand hi, fcrvams." 
was Thomas Pavitr, who however had the mo deft y 
to put only the initial letters of his chriltian and 
furname ( T. P.) in the fpurious tidepage. which 
he prefixed to it. In i6u3.. he entered the old 
copy of Til'us Andronictis on the Stationer!.' hooks, 
with an intention {no doubt) lo affix the name 
of Shakfpeare to it. finding that our poet had made 
fomc additions to that piece. 

To this perfon we are likewife indebted for the 
miflake which has fo long prevailed. * relative to 
the two old plays entitled The Firfi Part of the 
Contention between the two famous houfes of York and 
Laneafier, and The true tragtdie of Richard Duke of 
Yorke, which were printed anonym oujly in ifioo.as 
acted by the carl of Pembroke's Servants, and have 
crrorfcoufly been alciibed to our poet, in confe- 
quence ofPavier's reprinting them in the year 1619, 
and then for the fir ft time fraudulently affixing 
Shakfpeare's name to them. To thofe plays, as 
to Otdcajlte, he put only the initial letters of his 
chrifliau and furname. For him likeivife The York- 
jliire Tragedy was printed in the year 1608. and 
our poets name affixed to it. 

The Lift and Death of Lord Cromwell, publifhed 
in 1602. and afcribed to W. S. and The Puritan 
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Widow, which was publifhed in 1607. with tl'c 
fame initial letters, were probably written by 
WeiUwortk Smith, a dramatick writer whole name 
has lb often occurred in the preceding pages, with- 
perhaps the aid of Anthony Mundy, or fome othef 
of the fame fraternity. Loerine, which was primed 
in i5g5. as nnely Jet for'k, evcrfeen, and eotrttled 
by W. S. was probablv revifed by the farneperfon. 

It is extremely probable from the regiller <;£ 
dramatick pieces in a former i^agr, that Cardinal 
Wolff) 1 had been exhibited on the llage before our 
poet produced him in K. Htnry VIII. To the lift 
ot plays written by Shakfpeare upon fubjecls which 
had already been brought upon the fcene, * muft 
nl!o be added Troilui mid CrcjfUa, as appears from 
the following entries : 

" Aprel 7. l5gy. Lent unto Thomas Down ton 
to lende unto Mr. Deckers, is: harey cheattei, in 
earned oi diet boocke called Troyetes 6 CrcaJJe- 
aaye, the fome oi iii lb." 

" Lent unto harcy cheattei. 8c Mr. Dickers, in 
pte of payment of their booke called Troyelles <b 
Creffida, the ib of Aprel!, i^ny. xxs." 

1 lufped the authors changed the name of this 
piece before it was produced, for in a fubfequent 
page arc the following entries :- 

" Lent unto Mr. Deckers and Mr. Chcttel the 
a6 of mave, i5yg. in earnefl oi' a booke called 
Troyita and Crejeda, the furn of xxs." In this 
entry a line is drawn through the words Troyita 
and Crefeda, and " the trageiiic oj Agamemnon" 
written over them. 

" Lent unto RobartShawe, the 3o of mnye i5gg. 

* S=c Vol. XV. p. 24O. 
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in fulle payment of the boockc called the tragedie of 
Agamemnon, the film t>f iii li. vs. — to Mr. Deckers, 
and barey Chettell." 

" Paid unto the Matter of the Revclls inan for 
lycenljrng of a boockc called the Tragedie of Agar 
mem the 3 of June. i5uo. viis." . 

We have feen in the lift of plays performed in 
i.5g3-4. by the fervants of the carl of Suffcs, the 
old play of Titus Andronicus, in which on its revival 
by the king's fervants, our author was induced, 
for the advantage of his own theatre, to make 
feme alterations, and td add a few lines. The 
old play of K. Henry VI. which was played with 
fuel] fuccefs in i5gi. he without doubt touched- 
in the fame manner, in confequence of which it 
appeared in tiis works under the title of The Firjl 
Tar I of King Henry VI, How common this prac- 
tice was, is proved by the following entries made 
by Mr. Hentlowe : 

" Lent an to die companye, the 17 of Auguft, 
160a. to pay unto Thomas Deckers, for new 
edycions to Owldtajltll, the Come of xxxxs." 

" Lent unto John Thane, the 7 oi tcptembcr, 
1(102. to geve unto Thomas Deckers lor his adi- 
cions in Ovildtafltll, the fomc ofxs." 

" Lent unto Samuel Rowley, the 1 4 of defember, 

1600. to geve unto Thomas Deckers, for his 
payncs in Fay (ton, [ Phaeton ] fotne of xs. 'For 
the corte." 

" Lent unto Samuel Rowley, the m ofdefemlicr, 

1601, to geve unto Thomas Decker for altering 
of Fay-ton [Phaeton] for the corte, xxss." 

" V"* unto Thomas Deckers, at the apoyntment 
of the company, the iGofjancuary 1601. towards 
the altering of Taffo, the fomc cfxxs.". 
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*' Lent unto my foune E. Alley a, ihe 7 -of 
noveniber, 1605. to gcvc unto Thomas Deckers 
for mending of the play of Tajfo, the fomc of xxxxs." 

'* LentumoMr.Birde, the 4 of delember, iGoa. 
to paye'uiuo Thomas Deckers, in pt of payment 
for Tajfo, the fura of xxs." 

Thefetwo old playes of PhfltCoit and Taffo's Me- 
lancholy, we have feen in a former page, had been 
exhibited fomc years before. 1 

•' Lent unto the company, the 22 of novefnber, 
160a. to paye unto William Bird-, and Samuel 
Rowley, for ihcr aiyriom in DuSor' Fojla, the 
fomc ofiiiilb." ' 

" P J . untd Thomas Hew ode, the 20 of feptcmp 
ber, [1602] for the new adyctom of Cutting Dick, 

The following curious notices occur, relative to 
our poet's old aiu:i^u:iiit, lien [union; the lad two 
of which furnifh a proof of what I have juft ob- 
Icived with refpect to Titer Audroniciu, and the 
l'irlt Part of King Hairy VI. ; and the laft ai tide 
'afcertaius that he had the audacity to write a play, 
after our author, on the fubjeflofA". Richard III. 

" Lent unto Bengcmeo Jolinfon, player, the 23 
of July, 1 5 h > 7 . in redy money, the fome of lower 
poundes, 10 he payd yt a^ain whenfdever cilher I 
or my fonne [iidw, Aileyn] fliall demand yt. I 
faye iiij lb. 

" Witncfs E. Alleyn, & John Synjer." 
" Lent unto llengemen John ('one', the 3 of de- 
lember, 1 5 y 7 . upon a bookewhicii lie was to writte 
Kir ns beioie cry Trims nexf alter the date hereof, 
which he ihowed the piotte unto the eompany: I 
faye, lent in redy mony unto hiine the fomc 
of xxs." 
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" tent Bengcmyn.Johnfon, the 5 ofjencwary, 
i5y7. [i5tj7-Bf in redy muny, the fomc of vs." 

" Axnr.untothe company, the 18 of agult, i5yS. 
to bye a IjouijV e called Hoale anger Jone cowld, of 
Mr. Porter. Mr, Cheat tell, & Iktigcmcn Jobnfon, 
in full payment, tlic fome ofvilb." 

'■ leiu'uitto RobartShawe, it Jewbcy, the a 3 
of Octr-b. iSyS. to lend unto Mr. Chapman, one 
[on] liis playboocke, Se ij a£tcs of a tragedic of 
Bengti fit's plott, tlic Cum of iijlb." 

" Lent unto Wm. Borne, alias Birde, ^he looi' 
aguft, i3gj. to lend dnio Bengemcn Johnfon and 
Tbotiias Dekkcr, in' earneft of tlier bouke which 
thev arc writing, called Poggt vj P/im,' the fome 
or kxxxs." 

" Lent unto Thomas Down ton, the 3 of fep- 
tcmber, iSog. to lend unto Thomas Deckers, Ben- 

telTmcn, in earticft of a playe called Rohart the 
fecend hinge oj Scotia tragedic, the fome of xxxx 

" Lent unto Wm. Borne, the o?> of fcptember, 
l5gg. to lend unto Bengemcn Johnfpne, in carncfl 
of a boocke called the Jcoltes iragedie, the fome 
of xx i." 

" Lent unto Mr. Alleyn, the 5.1 of fcptember, 
ifiot. to lend unto Bengemcn Johnfon, upon his 
writing of his adycians in Jeronjmv,'' xxxxs." 

I Thefe three worda art So blotted, thai tbsv nn only bt piclTtiA 
ai. 1 Unit in the nr. I pa E t — " Lent aula Mr. UItHc, Thomii 
Dawn too, ind William J ubc, the i of Scp.cmbcr. iSng. lo payt 
In f,.ll pavmrttl for a [>uoctc talle.l ilic Linen tnulc 1T3 S (die of 
Pojp «; r/jnsul, the fome of vi lb." ; uiii.li Ihould teem :o lie 
the fame play i bul Gx poundi wai ihe full price of a play, ind the 
mthorl are different. — Binl , Downlon , and Jiibcy , were all 

. - Til Sf-mi/h Trtpdj, written by Thomii Kyd, ii meant, 
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*' Lent unto Benccmy Juhnfone, at the apoynr- 
ment of E. Alkyn, and Win.' Birde, the aa of 
June, 1602. in earneft of a bootke called Richard 
Crook-back, and lor new adycions [aijeronymo, tlic 
fomc of sib." 

1 infert the following letter, which has been 
lately foundat Dulwich College, as a literary curio- 
fity. U fheWs how very highly A I Icy n the player 
was cflhnatcd. What the wager alluded to was, it 
is now impoliible to afcertain. It probably was, 
that Alkyn would equal his predeceffors Knell 
and Bently, in fume part which tlicy had performed, 
ar/d in which his contemporary, George Peel, had 
like wife been admired. 

" Your anfwer the other night fo well plcafrd 
the gentlemen, as I was fatisfied therewith, though 
to the hazarde of the wa?er : and yet my meaning 
was not 10 prejudice Pecle's credit, neither woldc 
it, though it p leafed you fo to excufe it. But 
bein^e now growen farther in queflion, the panic 
affected to Bently fcoinynge to win ihe wager by 
your denial), hath now given you libcrtie to make 
chovee ol any one play that either Bently or Knell 
plaide ; and leaf! this advantage agree not with 
your mind, he is contented both the plaie and the 
tyme Dial be referred to the gentlemen here pre- 
fent. I fee not how you canne any waie hurt your 

■which wj! fteqiienily called Jirinyml, though ifae Former pari of 
thii play exptefiln hoic tbal mint. Sec the iiilc-pane 10 ihe tdiiion 
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credit by tliis action : for if you cxcell them, you 
will then be famous ; if cquail them, you win both 
the wager ami credit ; if lhort of them, we mult 
and will faie, Ntd Allen still. 

" Your friend to his power, 

" W. P. 

a Appoint lie iViiic, and ill i; t it you plcal, 
it Your labour's game, Jud dial will prose it cafe." 

The two following letters, which were found 
among Mr. Heullowe's papers, afccrtain the low 
flate of the drama tick poets in his time. From 
the former of them it fhould leem, that in a few 
years aficr the acceBIon of James the Firft, the 
price of a play had ccmfidcrably rifen. Neither 
of them arc dated, hut I imagine they were written 
forae time between the years 1612 ar/d i6i5. 
Mr. Henflowe died about the 3th of January, 
i6i5-i6. 

" Mr. Hinchlow, 

" 1 have ever iince I faw yon kept my bed, being 
fo lame that I cannot {land. I pray, Sir, goe for- 
ward with that reafonable bargavn for The Bellman. 
We will have hut twelve pounds, and the overplus of 
the Jecond day ; whereof I have had ten fliillings, 
and defire but twenty fliillings more, till you have 
three [fleets of my papers. Good Sir, confider how 
for your fake I have put myfelf out of the allured 
way to get money, and from twenty pounds a play 
am come [o twelve. Thcarfor in my extremity for- 
fake mc not, as you fliall ever comand me. My 
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wife can acquaint you howinfinit great my occafion. 
is, and this (hali be fufficicm for the receipt, till I 
come to let my hand 10 the bookc. 

" Yours at comand, 

" ROBERT DABORNE." 

At the bottom of iliis letter Mr. Henilowe has 
written the following memorandum: 

" Lent Mr. Daboine npon this note, the 2S of 
auguil, in carnefl of a play called The Bellman of 
London, sxs." 

" To our moftloving friend, 
Mr. Philip Kiochlow, 
Efruaire, Thefe. 
" Mr. Hinchlow, 

" You undcifknd our unfortunate cxtrcmitie, 
and I doe not thinckc you fo void of chnftianitie 
but that you would throw fo much money into the 
Thames as wee reqneft now of yon, rather then 
endanger fo many innocent liucs. You know there 
is x ! . more at lead to be received of you Jor the 
play. We delrre you to lend us v 1 . of that; which 
fliall be allowed to you ; without which we cannot 
be bayled, nor I play any more till this be difpatch'd. 
It will lofc you xx 1 . ere the end of the next weckc, 
befides the hinderance of the next new play. Pray, 
Sir, coniidcr our calcs with humanity, and now 
give us catife to acknowledge yon our true freind 
in time of needc. Wee have entreated Mr. Davifon 
to deliver this note, as well to witneffe your love 
as our promifes, and alwayes acknowledgment to 
be ever 

"■ Year mod tbanckfull and loving friends, ' 
" NAT. FIELD." 
Vol. III. Dd 
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" The money fhall be abated ont or the money 
remayns for tlie play oF Mr. Fletcher and ours. 

" ROB. DABORNE." 

" I have ever found you a, true loving friend to 
mee, and in foe fmall a fuite, it becinge honeft, I 
hope you will not faile us. 

" PHILIP MASSINGER." 

. Indorfrd ; 

" Received bvmee Robert Davifon of Mr. Hinch- 
low, for the u!e of Mr. Daboerne, Mr. Feeld, Mr. 
Meifenger, the fum of vl. 

" ROBERT DAVISON." 



The diracnrious and plan of the Globe Playlionfc, 
as well as the time when it was built, are afcer- 
laincd by the following paper. I Lad conjefhired 
that it was not built before i5n5. and wc have 
here a confirmauon of that conjecture. 

" This In DtNTU he made the etghte day of 
Januarye, ]5no. and in the two and forty th ycare 
of the reigne of our fovcrcigne ladic Eliiabcth, by 
the grace of God Oueene ol England, Fraunce and 
Ireland, defender of the faith, Sec. Between Phillip 
Henflowc and fcdward Allen of the parifhe of St. 
Saviours ill Southwark, in the cotmtic of Surry, 
gentleman, Oil thone parte, and Peter Strcete, citi- 
zen and carpctiter of London, on (bother parte, 
Witneffeth; that whereas the faid Phillip Henflowc 
and. Edward Allen the day of the date hereof have 
bargained, compounded, and agreed with tbe faid 
Peter Strecte for the cre&inge, buildingc, and fct- 
ting up of a new Hyufc and Stageforaplay-howfe, 
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inanduppon a Leucine plott or pcccc ofgroundc 
appoynlcd ouie lor that iHiipofc, fciiuatc and beinge 
near Goldinge lane in the parifh of Saint Giles 
without Cnjipleptnc of London; to be by him 
the faid Peter Streetc or fume other fulfkient work- 
men of his providing and appovntvnent, and att 
his propptr codes and chardges, (for the confide- 
ration hereafter in thefc prcfeius expreffed) made, 
fcuilded, and lett npp, in mannci and form follow- 
ing: that is to faie, the frame of the faide howfe 
to be fett ft]uarc, and to conteiuc fowerfcore foote 
of lawful aifizc evcryc wale fquare, without, and 
fifrie five foote of like affile ftjuarc, cverye waic 
within, with a good, fuer, and ilronge foundacion 
ol pyles, brick, lyme, and fand, both wuhoute 
and within, to be wrought one foote of ailii.e at 
the leifte above the ground ; and the faide frame 
to contcine three (lories in heigth, the full or lower 
ftorie to contcine twelve foote of lawful affile ia 
heigtbth, the fciond ftorie eleaven foote of lawful 
aflize in heigth, and the third or upper ftorie to 
conteine nine foote of lawful affile in height. All 
which flories fhall contcine twelve foote and a half 
of lawful affile in breadth throughout, befides a. 
juttuy forwards in cyther of the faide two upper 
flories of tcne ynches of lawful affile ; with fo wer 
convenient divifions for gentlemens roonies, * and 
other fufficicnt and convenient divifions for twoo- 
pennie roomes ; * with necctfarie feates 10 be placed 
and feu as well in thofe rooines as throughoute all 
the reft of the galleries of the laid howfe; "and 
with fuchc likeftcares, conveyances, and divifions 

7 Whai m now (all the Btxn. 

■ Ptiliips ilie loomi over the bold; wbal we now dill Balietiii, 
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without and within, as arc made and contryved in 
aud to the late -ere etc J play-howfe on the Bancke 
in the faid parifh of Saint Saviours, called the 
Globe ; with a ftadge and tyxeingc-howft, to be 
made, creeled and fctt upp within the (aide frame ; 
with a fhadowe or cover over the faide Madge ; 
which ftadge iliall be placed and Ictt, as alfoe the 
flcarcaics of the faid frame, in fucb forte as is pre- 
figured in a plott thereof dravven ; and which 
' ftadge fhall comcinc in length Fortic and three hw-iie 
of lawfuLl affile, and in breadth to extende to the 
middle of the yarde'* of the faid howie : the fame 
ftadge to be paled in belowc with goode llronge-and 
fuhicyemnewokenboardes, and likewife the lower 
ftone of the faid frame withinfied, and the fame 
lower ftoric to be alfoe laide over and fenced with 
ilrungc yron pylcs : And the faidc fiadgc to be in 
all other proportions coiuryved and fafhioned like 
unto the ihidge of the iaide Playhoufe tailed the 
Glcute; with convenient ivindowesand lights glaied 
to the faide tiveynge-howfe. And tlie faide frame, 
ftadge, and flcarcafes, to be covered with tyle, and 
to have a fufflcient gutter of leade, to carric aud 
convey the water from the covenngc of the faid 
ftadge, to fall backwards. And alloc all the faidc 
frame and die flcarcafes thereof to be fufficyently 
cnclofcdwithontwith lathe, lyme, andhaire. And 
the gcntlemens roomes and two-peimic roomes to 
be teeled w ith lathe, lyme, andhaire; and all the 
flowcr6 of the faide galleries, ftories, and ftadge to 
be hoarded with good and fufflcient newe dealc 
boardes of the whole thickues, wheare neede lhall 
be. And the faide howfc, and other thinges be- 

* Tbc optu j«i iu ilic cfaiiSi 
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fore mentioned to be made and doer), to be in all 
other contrivitious, conveyances, fafhions, thinge 
and thiugcs, effcfted, finiflied and doen, according 
to tlic manner and falhion of the faide howfe called 
the Globe; (aveingc only that all the princypaU 
ahd niainc poftcs of the faide frame, and ft.id'*e 
forward, ihall be fquare and wrought pa I after- wife, 
with carved proportions tailed Saticvs, to be placed *- 
and fett on the topp of every of the famc-poiles : 
and faveing alfoc that the faide Peter Strcetc fhall 
not be charged with anic manner of paynteingc in 
or aboute the faide frame, howfe, or fladge, or 
auie parte thereof, nov rendering the wallcs within, 
nor feelingc anie more or other roomes then the 
gentlemens roomes, twoo-pennie roomes, and 
ftadge, before mentioned. Nowe thereuppon the 
faide Peter Strccte dotii covenante, promife, and 
graunte for himfelf, his executors, and adminiftra- 
tors, to and with the faid Phillip Henflowc, and 
Edward Allen, and eitherof them, and thexetntors, 
and adminiftrators of them, by thefc prefects, in 
manner and for.nc followcingc, thatistofay; That 
he the faide Peter Strecte, his executors, or afFigns, 
fiiall and will at his or their owne propper coftes 
and chardges, well, work man -like, and fubitamially 
make, erce~l, fett upji, and fullie finniflie in and by 
all thinges accordinge to the true meaningc of theis 
prelents, with good flronge and fubftancvall new 
tymbcr and other necelfarie fluff, all the faid frame 
and other works whatsoever in and uppon the faide 
plott or parcell of grounde, ( beinge not bv anie 
authoritie reftrayned, and having ingres, e^res, 
and rcgrcs to doe the fame,) before the Eve and 
twentytb uaye of Julie, next coincii.^ alter the date 
D d 3 
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hereof. And fliall alfoe att his o: ilicir like coftes 
and chardgcs provide and find all manner of work- 
men, lymbcr, joyfls, rakers, boords, dores, bolts, 
hinges, brick, tyle, lathe, lyme, haire, fancb:, nailes, 
lead, iron, glafs woikmaufhipp and other thinges 
whatfocver which fhall, be needful, convenyent and 
ncceflarie for the faide fiame and works and everie 
pane theieof: and fliali alfoe make all the faide 
frame in every poynie for fcamlings lardger and 
bigger in aflizc then the fcantlings of the timber 
of the faide ncwe-erccled howfe called The Globe. 
And alfoe that he the faide Peter Sireete fhatl 
furthwiih, as well by him fcifc as by fuchc other 
and foe manie workmen as fliall be convenient 
and ncceflarie, enter into anduppon the faide build- 
inges and workes, and fliall in reafnnable manner 
procede therein withoutc anic willful detraction, 
until! the fame fliall be fully effeaed and finiflied. 
In consideration of ail wliicli buildings and of 
all fluff and workmanlhipp thereto bclongingc, 
the faid Philip Hcnllowe, and Edward Allen, and 
either of them, for therafclves, theire and either 
of theire executors and adminifhators doejoyntlie 
and fcveTallie covenante and graunt to and with 
the faide Peter Strecte, his executors and admini- 
flrators, by thcis piefents, that the faid Phillipp 
Heuflowc, and Edward Allen, or one of them, or 
the executors, adminiflrators, or affigns of them or 
one of them, fliall and will well and trulie paic or 
caui'e to be paidc unto the faide Peter Strecte, hii 
executors or aflignes, att the place aforcfaid ap- 
poynted for the ereclinge of the faid frame, the 
full fome of fowl n hundred and foktie foundes, 
of lawful] money of Englandc, in manner and form? 
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followinge; that is to faie, at fuchc tymc and when 
as the tymbcr woork of the faide frame fliall be 
ray fed and fett upp by the" (aide Peter Strecte, his 
executors or aihgncs, or within feaven daies then next 
followinge, twooe hundred and twentie poundes; 
and att fuchc time and when as the laid frame- 
work fhall be fttllic cffeclcd and finithed as is 
aforefaid, or within feaven daies then next follow- 
inge, thoiher twooe hundred and twentie poundes, 
withoute fraudeoi coven. Provided allwaics, and 
it is agreed betwene the faid parties, that what- 
foever fome or fomes of money the faid Phillip 
Henllowe, or Edward Allen, or either of them, 
or the executors or affigns of them or either of them, 
fhall lend or deliver unto the faide Peter Streete,- 
his executors or alligncs, or any other by his ap- 
poyntment or tonfent, for or concerningc ihe faide 
woork or anic parte thereof, or any fluff thereto 
belonginge, before the raifeing and letting upp of 
the faide frame, fliall be reputed, accepted, taken 
and accoumptcd in parte of the firfl payment afore- 
laid of the faid fome of lower hundred and fortie 
poundes : and all fuch fomc and fomes of money 
as they or anie of them fliall as aforefaid lend or 
deliver betwene the razeing of the faid frame and 
finifliing 'thereof, and of all the reft of the faid 
works, fliall be reputed, accepted, taken and ac- 
coumptcd in parte of the lafle' payment aforefaid of 
the fame fomc of lower hundred and fortie poundes ; 
anic thingc above faid to the contrary notwith- 
flandinge. In witnefs whereof the parties abovc- 
faid to theis prcfent indentures interchangeably have 
fett their bandes and fealcs. Ycovcn the daie and 
yeare firfl above-wtitien. " 
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AS the following article in Mr. Matone's Supple- 
went. Sec. 1180. is omitted in his prefeot R$ork&l 
Account of Hie Englijk Stage, it is here reprinted.— 
The defcripticm tii a molt lingular fpecies of drama- 
tick entertainment, cannot well be confide red as an 
unnatural adj unci to the preceding valuable mafs of 
theatrical information. S.teevens. 

" A tranfeript of a very curious paper now in 
my polTeliion, entitled. The Piatt oj the Secound 
Pjrte of the Seven Dcailic Sinns, ferves in fome 
mcafuic to mark the various degrees of conl'ecjuence 
offcveral of thei'e [ouran'cientj performers. 

The piece entitled The Seven Deadly Sim, in two 
parts, (of one of which the annexed paper contains 
the outlines.) was written by Tarlcton the come- 
dian. ' From the manner in which it is mentioned 
■ Ste fo.r Littiti nni cirtan Stmuh , [ by Gabritl Hjtvtr] 
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by Gabriel Harvey, bis contemporary, it appears 
to have been a new and unexampled fpecics of 
dramatick exhibition. He exprefsly culls it a play. 
1 think it probable, that it was fir 11 produced Toon 
after a violent attack had been made agrjnft [he (lage. 
Several invectives a^ainil [days were pub !i (bed in the 
latter part &1 the reign of Queen Elizabeth, itleems 
to have been the purpofe of the author of this exhi- 
bition, to concenter in one performance the prin- 
cipal fubjc&s of the ferious drama, and to exhibit 
at one view thofe ufes to which it might be applied 
with advantage. That thefc Seven Deadly Sins, as 
they arc here called, were cflecmed the principal 
fubjecls of tragedy, may appear from the follow- 
ing verfes of Hcywood, who, in his Apology for 
Aclors, introduces Melpomene thus {peaking: 

tl Haver I not whipt Vice with a fconrge of flcrle, 
it Unmalkt flerne Mnr&tr, ifaim'd lafcivions I.tifi, 
it Pluekt off die vii'nr Irom grimme Ireafon's face, 
t> And made (he funnc poiut ai theirugly Bona? 

Haih not powerful hind lam'd Buy Rap, 
u Kilt'd povfonoui Enij with her own kecne dans, 
■i Choak'd up the rtutlouj mewl* with moulten gold, 
ti Burfl the vjfi wombt oT eating Giinlorrjr, 
tt And drowsi'J the dn-.r. !-.;;ri)'j fcM in juice of grapes? 
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of die Seven Deadly Sins, we can now only con- 
jecture, as probably the Plot of that piece is long 
fincc deftroyed. The ill confequene'es or Rage, I 
fuppofc, were inculcated by the exhibition of 
Alexander, and die death of Gtitus, on which fubjeft, 
itappears there was an ancient play.' Some fecnes 
in the drama of Mydas 4 were probably introduced 
to exhibit the odiouhicfs and folly of Avarice. 
LelTons againfl Pride and ambition were perhaps 
furnifhed, either by the play of JViVtiu and Stmi~ 
rum",' or by a piece formed on the flory of 
Phaeton : * And Gluttony, we may fuppofc, was 
rendered odious in the perfon of Htliogabalus, 

M ALONE. 

J " If we preterit a foreign hiilory, the fubjecl is To intended, 
that in llie. lives of Romans , Grecians , or other!, the venues of 
our countrymen are el tolled, or i heir vices reproved. — Weprefenr. 
Mixandrr killing hit friend in his ra-r, lo reprove npntfii Kjdtt 
choked with cold, to tnx eimrtu/ii/j ; A>rs ..gainl! fjtmji Ser- 
imapuhi agiintt hxuij ; A'iriiu .n .liufi nci;i(:tn." — Ueywood'i 
4fohcj fir ABcn t 1610. Halone. 

, See til e foregoing note. Maloni. 

t Tii tnpi) tj Nnvi <*i SniircMiJ , lie jfr/I Mtr.tte.ir 1/ lit 
World, was cotered on tlie Stationer!' hoots, May ro, iSga. Sc. 
•Ifo note 3. MlLONB. 

6 There appears ro have been an aniient play on this fubjecl. 
" Act thou pmi f Our fent preterm ihce with llie fall of Fiat, 
tin; Narcifius pining in the love of his ihadovf ; ntfiti/iau) Haman 
now calling himfelf a god, and by and by thrufl headlong among 
the devili." Pride and wmUtui fcem 10 have been vUd al fyno- 
nymoui Midi. J£tte& fir Ailin. Maloui. 
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I met with this lingular curiolity in the library 
of Dulwich College, where it had remained un- 
noticed from the time of'Allcyn who founded that 
fociety, and was himfelf the chief or only proprietor 
of the Fortune playhoufe. 

The Piatt (for fo it is called) is fairly written 
out on pafleboard in a large hand, and undoubtedly 
contained directions appointed to be ftuck up near 
the prompter's itation. It lias an oblong hole in its 
centre, fufficicnt to admit a wooden peg; and has 
been converted into a cover for an anonymous nja- 
nurcriptplay entitled The Tdl-talc. From thiscovci 7 
3 made the preceding tranfeript; and the bed con- 
jectures I am able to form about its fuppofedpurpoTe 
and operation, are as follows. 

It is certainly (according to its title) the ground- 
work of a motley exhibition, in which the hcinouT- 
nefs of the feven deadly fins * was exemplified by 
aid of fcencs and circumftances adapted from dif- 
ferent dramas, and connected by chorufes or occa- 
fional fpeakcrs. As the full part of this extraordi- 
nary entertainment is wanting, I cannot promife 
myfelf the moft complete fuccefs in my attempts 
to explain the nature of it. 

The period is not exaclly fixed at which morali- 
ties gave way to the introduction ofregular tragedies 



' Out aaclcnt auditnect wt<t no flr a ■ to lbs td 

" t cl..!. \Ult\U U-ll ol I*. jnti hi. bn f" -»A 

Spt«le>, in lilt Fur, 'Join IV. h« |.ci(oml>d >b'<" ill ; 

in I th* |«fuii*. in [he i'i»t o< Slullftite, P itit..Jtd lo oft ibtm 
Oni in ibt fhipe ol ihoft an. rail- ih»i n>n!l itftmbltd ib«o. bee 
Zn t Uv, Vol. XX. p. 411. b. i. Smvm. 
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and comedies. Perhaps indeed .this change was, 
not effected on a fudden. but the audiences were 1 
to be tjrLidually weaned from their accufiomed modes 
of aniulemcnt. The necefflty of half indulging 
and half repreffinj a profs and vicious taflc, might 
have given rife to fuch pieces of dramatick patch- 
work as this. I'.ven the mull rigid puritans might 
have been content to behold exhibitions in which 
Pagan hiltories were rendered fubfervient to Chriflian 
parpofes. .The dulncfs of the intervening hornilift 
mould have ball abfoived the deadly fin ol trie poet. 
A fainted audience would have been tempted to 
think the repiefentation of Othello laudable, pro- 
vided the piece were at once heightened 3nd mora- 
lized* by chonifes fpokeu in the characters of Ire ton 
and Cromwell. — Let it be i emembcred, however, 
that to perform feveral fhort and diftindl plays in 
the courfc of the fame evening, was a prafticc con- 
tinued much bcloiv the imagined date of this thea- 
trical directory. Shaklpeare's YorkJIUrt Tragedy was 
one otit of four pieces acted together ; and Beau- 
mont and Fletcher's works fapnly a further proof 
of the'exifLencc of the fame cuftom. 

This " Piatt of the Jecond part of the feven deadly 
fins" fecms to be formed out of three plays only, 
viz. Lord Buckhurlt's Gatboduc, and two others 

• mtniiul — ] InIUDdolph'iMi/>'<I.!>*ir>i£-C/(/i, «,],„, 

two Puritans ire nude fpeflaiori of a a player, in reconcile 

them in (ome degree 10 a ihcaire, prgmifes lo mmalhi iht plot: 
and one of ihem antwers, 

1 do ipptove: it may be for infi™aion." 
Again Mrs. FlowcrJe* , n.ie of the charaflert, fays, " Fray, 
Sir, continue the mmliiinf." The old regiflers of the Stuioneri, 
afford numerous inlLueti oi ihit tullo^i, which ivji ciKoufascd by 
the enueafe of puWinifoi. STHVIM. 
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with which we arc utterly unacquainted, Sarda- 
napalui and Terms.' It ;s eafy to conceive how 
the different fins migh t be expofed in the conduit 
of the feveral heroes of the fa pieces. Thus, Porrex 
through en vy deftroys his brother; — Sarduiiapalus 
was a martyr to his Jloth: 

ii El ventre, £; crnii, S; jilnma Sardaiiapali." 

Juv. Sat. X. 

Tereus gratified his lechery by committing a rape 
on his wife's lifter. I mention thefe three only, 
becaufe it is apparent that the danger of the four 
preceding vices had been illuflrated in the former 
part of the fame entertainment. " Thefe three pur 
back the other/ow," as already done with, at the 
opening of the pvefent exhibition. Likewife Envy 
croffes the flage before the drama of Gorboduc, and 
Sloth and Lechery appear before thofc of Snrda- 
napa'us and Tereus. — It is probable alio that thefe 
different perfonages might be meant to appear as 
in a vifion to King Henry VI. while he llept; and 
that as often as he awaked, he introduced fome 
particular comment on each preceding occurrence. 

* Tirlvs. ] Some Irjaedy on this M,jc& moil probably had, 

tsilfcd in ihe linie of Shatfpnrc, who fciilorn alluriei lo fables, 
■uiili which his audience were nol aj well acquainted " himftir. 
In Cfmhlh, he obici'vej Hut Imogen had been reading ihe talc 
of Tma, akiti Plihtul Sic. An allufion io the fame fiorj 

was afled as Oxford when Queen Elizabeth*™ there in l56fi. 
See Wood's Hijl. Ant. V*. Out*. Lib. I. p. IS;, col. 1. 

Hrywood, in his Jfilegj Jtr ABtn, 1610. has the following 

»» fl°T »f s "«™/"'" w« cure in predion of \hTLlZ 

» Art thou inclined to luft? Behold the fall of U,e T»rq U i« i» 
Tl< Kept >] L.ttta, ihe guerdon of tmrj in the d„ih ij Sv4f 
■a*«i«i;" Ice. 5tc alfo nuic 3. p. 416. [TUVWI, 
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His j>ieiy would well enough entitle him to fucli an 
office. In tills talk he was occafionally feconded 
by Lidgate, the monk of Bury, whole age, learning, 
and experience, might be fuppofed to give equal 
weight to his admonitions. The latter certainly, 
at his final exit, made a formal addrefs to the 
fpeftatois. 

As I have obferved that only particular fcenes 
from thefe dramas appear to have been employed, 
fo probably even thefe were altered as well as cur- 
tailed. We look in vain for the names of Lucius 
and Damajuj in the lift of pcrfons prefixed to the 
tragedy ol Gorhoduc. Thefe new characters might 
have been added, to throw the materials that coin- 
pofed the lall aft into narrative, and thereby fhortcn 
the i cp refer; union : or perhaps all was tragick pan- 
tomime, or dumb Blow, 1 exceptthealternate mono- 
logues of HtnrymA Li d gate ; for from the Trait 
Boke of the btter I learn that the reciters of drama- 
tick pieces were once dillincvl from the ailing per- 
formets or gelliculators. But at what period this 
practice (which was perhaps the parent of ail the 
pageantry and dumb Hiows in theatrical pieces during 
the reign of Elizabeth,) was begun or dil'continued. 
I believe ( like many cuftonis of greater importance,) 
it not to be determined. 

(I In the theatre there was » /male aulter 
ii Amydilei fctlc that was halfc circuler, 
ii Which luto eafle of cullomt was dlrcftc, 
ii Ujion the whiche a pulpet was erefle, 

S I im led in llii- fur.|i<>fitiou by otifcrvin; that Luid ButlliprH'i 
Gorboduc could by no mcani iumilh fuill dialogue ai many of 
lliefe tugaiioiis would require; npr does the fucceilion of tcenei, 
enumerated abovt, by auy means lorttrpond with that or Ihc tamo 
tragedy, SiMVIXi. 
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And tlitrein flock an auncient poelc 
For 10 telicrfe by rcthorikes fwete 
The noble dcdes Out were hyftoiyalt 
Of Itytifes and prynces for inemoryali, 
And of thefe olde worthy empcrours 
The E.ieal empryft tkc of conquerours, 
And how they gal in Mines aye honouO 
The lawrcr ■■tLui for fvnc of [heir labour, 
The p..lme £>S koighlhod dlftrv.! by old date, 
Or PwchlS mide ihcra palfcn inlo Tate. 
(■ And after that with che« and face pale, 
With ftyle tnclyned gan to tourne bis lalej 
And for to IVn^c after all their loofe. 
Full mortally the litote of Atlropofe, 
And tell alfo lor all [heir worthy bead 
The fodeytir breaking of their lives thrcile, 
How pileonfly they made their mortal! etide 
Thrugh falfc fortune that al the world will fhen.de, 
And how the fyne of all their worthy iicffc 
Ended in fnrowc and in high triflerTe. 
by compalfy n £e of fraud or falfe Ireafon, 
By fodaine mnrder or vengeance of poyfon, 
Or coiifpyryng of fretyng falfe envye 
How unwarily that they dydden dye, 
< And how their renowns and their mighty fame 
i Waj of hatred fodeynly made lame, 
( And how their honour downward £aii decline, 
' And the mifchicfe of their unhappy fytit, 
i And how fortune was to them unfwete, 
i All this was told and red by the poete. 
i And whyle that lie in the pulpit fade 
■ With deadly face all deioyde of licit, 
Spigiag hit dillas with mufti all to rent, 
AmyA the theatre Jhroiodtd in a tent,- 
There tame out men gafifull in their chcrci, 
Dhfygured their facts with vifcrcs, 
Playing byfygncs in the pttpltsfj&t 
That the poite fonge hath an heygkl, 
ti So that thtre an nc manner difeardaunee 
i Athene hit dittei and their countenance; 
tFor Ijhe at he alofte dyd e*preffc 
i H'orda "j jeje tr of htavincjfe, 
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fame connivance in the rude exhibitions oi very 
early dramatic k nieces. 

It may be obferved,. that though Lidgatc allures 
us both tragedies and comedies were thus rcpre- 
fentcd in the city ofTrov, vet Guido of Colonna 
(a civilian and poet of Medina in Sicily,) whom he 
has fomctiracB very clofcly followed, makes men- 
tion of no Inch exhibitions. The cuftom however 
might have been prevalent here, and it is probable 
that Lidgate, like Shakfpcare, made no fcrupie of 
attributing to a foreign country the peculiarities of 
his own. 

To conclude, the myflerious fragment of ancient 
Ilagc directions, which gave rife to the prefent 
remarks, mull have been defigned for the ufe of 
thofe who were familiarly acquainted with each 
Other, as fome times, inflead of the fnrnamc of a 
performer, we only meet with Jftd or Nick.* Let 

• Fioio this pjfier wt may infer, wiili Corns degree of certain!)', 
thil ihc following chuaden were rcpiefeniid by the following 



KhgHnrj VI. 



t E. of WirvTufc, - - Ceo. Biyao.^ 
\ Lieutenant, - - - Rich. Cowley.'' 



* Tin njroei marked with an i&eriik occur on th 
lerjeiuteu in «he pliji o| Slujtfpeiui. SimvtNi. 



it on the lift of oiijin»J 
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mc add, that on the wliole this paper defcribes a 
fpecics of dramatick entertainment of which no 
memorial is prefcrved in any annals of the Eziglifli 
llage. Steevens. 



To the preceding cxtraifl are now annexed three 
other " Plotts" of three of our old unpubliflicd 

C EniCbinat, - - - John. Duke, t 



[ Video., '(Lht Queen.) 




Harry (i. c. Condtll].' 
T. Gnodjle. 

Saunder (i. c. Ahwttt Cooke 

H. Burbage. 
R. Falbdi. 

Will. 

j. Wler.t 
Sounder. 
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dramatic!; pieces. 1 See No. T. II. and III. The 
originals are in my poffelfion. 

There is realon to fuppofe that thefe curiofitics 
once belonged to the collection of Alleyn, the 
founder of Dulwich College; nor am I left with- 
out expectation thai at i'omc futuie period I may 
derive more important intelligence' from the dit- 
perfed remains of that theatrical rcpulitory. 

The Dead Man's Fortune and Tamar Cam, will 
not, I believe, be found in any catalogues of dra- 
rnatkk performances. At leaf! they are not cnu- 
met ated among, fuch as have fallen within Mr. Reed's 
oblcrvation, or my own. 

That the play of Fredaick and Bufdca was ailed, 
by the Lord Admiral's Company, lour times in the 
year 1^97. may be afcertaiiied from Mr. Malone's 
Additions, p. 3 74 . 1 

In thefe ihrec "Plotts" the names of fcvcral 
ancient players, " uuregiftei'd in vulgar fame," 

areprcferved But to luckier and more induflrious 

antiquaries of the fcene I tnuft reiign tiie talk oT 
collecting anecdotes of their lives : fothat " Pigg, 
l.edbeter. White and Black Die!; and Sam, Jack 
Gregory, Little Wili Banic, and the 'red-faced 

* The Lol"i of a number of futli early pbyt Ll prrhapt 10 he 
lamented only at far as ihrv nould have fervid la throw tight on 
the roraick dialogue of Shakfpearc, which, (aiir«fpt8,) ii in Tone 

ai which hit a!M,L., duiiN S Iii- time. ..,) ...i luve beta loth 

Dbvioufly and fiKctfi/ully pointed: for ai Dr. johufon , in his 
<uui|-.rclien(ire prci.ice, hat obfciK.1 , " Wiuicrcr J.ivanlajci our 
aiuhnr mis 1 " vine derive fro'" pel fun jl allnlioi:,. Incal (iiltom!, or 
tcinuoury opinions, have lor mailt ) c.-n Lrcu lull ; and every lo- 
pick of mersimeui , or moiive of fuiroi; , which the model of 
a nih'cial lire iHoided him, now only obfcuie lire fcen«i which ihcv 
oi.ee iUuiaiaiieJ." Stisve.15. 
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fellow," &c. appear at prefcnt with lefs celebrity 
than their brethren who figured in the plays of 
Shakfpeare. 

Notwithstanding the reader mufl oblervc that the 
drift of the foregoing dramatick pieces cannot be 
collected horn the mere outlines before us, he may 
be ready enough to charge them with abfurdity, 
Juftice therefore requires me to add, that even the 
feencs of our author would have worn as unpro- 
mifing an alpeci, had their fkeletons only been 
di Icovered. 

For feveral rcafons I fufpeft that thefe " Plotts" 
had belonged to three diftinct: theatres, in which at 
different periods Alleyn might have held fhares. 
— .The names of the performers in each company 
materially difagrec; 6 the "Plotts" themfelvcs arc 

4 No. I. Tii iiad Hn'i Ftlni. 
t.Burbage. a. Dailovie, 3. RobertLec i.B.Sam. '5. Tyre- 
Not one at tbe foregoing nimci otenrs in the two following 
drjmij. 



f . Allen. * i. DicVlnbic* 3. Mr. Townc. « (.Hi 
5. Mr. Cbuki.* 6. W. Caitwrigh.. 7 . Mi. Dcnv-iueo. 
Mirbeck. 9. W. Part. to. Thu. rattans, n. George. 
Tefli. i3. A.Jcfli. 14. Mr. Burns. i5. Mr. Singer, r 
jor.es. 17. jack Gregorj-. iS. Mr. Denj-jhtin's little Boy. 
dion. no. Gibbs. 11. Little Will. 31. Tim. ll(>wU-v. ;1 
14. Old Browne, aj. Ned Browne. t6.jc>mci. a 7 . G 



entitled SWjrr'i filwlnrj. See?. 3oS. 

Other roeinoianda o!' fevers! ol ibef; aflort , will be found in 
I'tecedlne pj^ei, anion) Mi. Malont'i notes to his /UdllSm. 
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written ont in very different hands ; and (though 
the remark may lecm inconsiderable) their aper- 
tures art adapted to pegs oF very different dim co- 
lons. See the fccoiid paragraph in p. 411. 

Steevens. 

No. III. Fttiiricl tr.i Baf.Ua. 

1. Richard Allen." 3. Dick Jubie* 3. Mr. Towne.= 4. Mr. 
Sim.' 5. Mr. Chailt*.* 6. Dirt. ,. Black Dick. S Ml. DunM™. 
9. Giiireu. 10. TI16. Hunt. Ii. Will. I*. Mr. Mwlju. i3. Ed. 
Dutlon. 14. Ltdbcicr. i5. Fitg. 16. B. Du lion's Boy. 

The pliyi No. II. and HI. i.avt no pcrfonncn in common, ex- 
cept fmh at lit diHiilguitlicd by atlcrilkt. StleVSSS. 
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Enter 

Will, 
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looking Rlafle ace 
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with a 

tliis perfoliate, as habited 



■ three Plottl i 
be the moll :i 
ced was 



tuftr, 



:ient: and 
the eele- 
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excellence, or he 
perform fo trivial 
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To follow No, r. 



hx oi. 
Sound. 



Enter Mango Chanf'i" ■■ 
Denygien i w, "~ 
fc (3) W. Par 



H, Juris: Mr. AUeMarbeek, 
Mango Ec nobler fa her ilie 
& Oianes mantt CiuDI. 



Mr. To 
To i! ■;. 



Tho: Marbeck fe 
Mclliiigtr: Tl 
other Meffing. 



of thij Chom 
fubfeijutntly, era: 



Enter Ciptii'ic & 
Parfons: 8c W. 



Gcoige & Parfons Steeve; 
with the 3 Rcbbc/c may fuppofe this 
To thtm Mr. Clif^ jiid ihatli'u ' " 
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Emtr Hcracliiu, 
Piyg. To ilitm 
Theodore Marty D 



Enter HcndiniT 
Theodore flrytr 1 
Enter Kinf Uafilt 
Mr. Juby R. All. 
SebaltUn Lronnr; 
Mr. Allen Will 1 
Black Dick, R ath 



lien appears, in this inflanee, 

. in tlu'i and the forego- 
ranged as to corref pon d 
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